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Concept note for the European Parliament Panel on
Food Security and Food Justice:

Building blocks for a just and sustainable global food system"

Brussels, "Tour & Taxis"(Havenlaan 86c) Auditorium A
Tuesday 26 November 2013 - 18:00 - 19:30

The food crises of 2008 and 2011 have highlighted that the global food system is under
stress, with some saying that it's broken. The scarcity of arable land and water, the use of
inputs such as oil and fertilizers, land-grabbing, and the diversion of food into fuel add further
strain and are already pushing up the price of staples. Importantly, the world population is
expected to grow to 8 billion by 2030, with most of this growth happening in developing
countries. Growth of middle classes in emerging economies is expected to increase demand
for meat, which will put further pressure on grain supplies. Financial speculation on food
prices will continue to exacerbate these challenges. Climate change is likely to reduce yields
in sub-Saharan Africa and extreme weather events will impact on harvests more frequently.

Yet some argue that the world can produce enough food if resources are distributed, and
managed more equitably, and if the way food is produced is changed. But the jury is still out
on what kind of changes are required; in particular on which kind of agricultural development
is desirable and most effective to feed the world in 2030, in a way that avoids recurrent
shocks in the food system, and does not add additional stress to the environment and the
global climate.

Overall Objective: The panel should help to provide answers to the questions set out below
in order to advance the discussion on the environmental sustainability of the food system.
Converging MDGs and SDGs in the post 2015 framework and better defining the EU’s
contribution to transforming the global food system with the ultimate goal of achieving food
security in a just and sustainable way shall be addressed.

Questions: The panel will try to analyse what action needs to be taken to change the
current global food system and food production, and how to make both the most vulnerable
populations and the system more resilient.

 Can public policy in the North and the South make consumption more sustainable
and more equitable (changing consumption patterns towards less input-intensive
diets and reducing waste)?

 What does policy coherence for development mean in terms of food security?

 What action has been taken and still needs to be taken to avoid financial speculation
driving food prices and increasing volatility?



 Is genetic engineering possibly part of the cure or part of the problem, and what other
technological advances are possible to increase productivity?

 What are the building blocks for an international regime that ensures food security in
a time of increasing scarcity?

 What kind of agricultural development should the EU support within the EDF and
DCI? Are public/private partnerships key to the EU’s strategy, and if so, what should
be the role and extent of the complementary use of grants and loans (blending)?

Moderators:
Nirj Deva, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Development, European Parliament

Keith Taylor, Member of the Committee on Development, European Parliament

Panellists:
President Mahamadou Issoufou, Niger

Natalia Alonso, Head of European Union Advocacy Office, Oxfam International

Dr Elizabeth Dowler, Professor of Food and Social Policy, Department of Sociology,
University of Warwick, United Kingdom

Dr Shenggen Fan, Director General, International Food Policy Research Institute – IFPRI

Dr Cheikh Mbow, Senior Scientist on Climate Change and Development, World Agroforestry
Centre – ICRAF

Videoconference with the Co-Presidents of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly:

Dr Joyce Laboso (Deputy Speaker National Assembly of Kenya) and Louis Michel
(European Parliament)


