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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee takes 
place in Brussels on 27-
28 November 2013 1. The 
committee will vote on 
several reports on 
environmental issues 
such as carbon capture 
and storage, plastic 
waste; as well as on 

food and public health issues including e-Health, the food 
crises, and honey. Members will discuss legislative 
reports and opinions related to the shipment of waste, 
carbon dioxide emissions from maritime transport, the 
Copernicus programme, as well as pharmacovigilance 
fees, and the food chain package. The committee will 
also follow up on international climate change 
negotiations. 

Last week in Warsaw, I led the 10-Member EP delegation 
to COP-19, the 19th Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. I welcome 
the fact that the conference preserved the aim of the 
Durban platform for a global agreement involving all 
parties in a common, legally binding agreement in 2015. 
But I do regret the weakened wording defining the 
pathway to 2015, as we need clear and ambitious 
commitments to be proposed ahead of the COP-21 in 
Paris. Much is left to the next COP meeting next year.  

Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

European environmental economic accounts 
Vote on draft report 

 

Two years ago the Parliament adopted a report which 
concerned the introduction of the three first 
environmental economic accounts. At that time the 
Parliament insisted on having a commitment from the 
Commission for the next accounts to be provided. 

The Commission therefore proposed to introduce three 
new accounts: environmental protection expenditure 
accounts, environmental goods and services sector 
accounts and energy flow accounts. The proposal is of a 
very technical statistical nature and is mainly a task for 
the Member States' statistical services. According to the 
Commission most of the necessary statistical data are 

                                                 
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

already available but they need to be adjusted so as to 
meet the obligations set out in the Regulation. 

In her draft report the Rapporteur has opted for not 
touching the core elements of the proposal and basically 
postpones with one year some obligations for the 
Member States to transfer data to the Commission. 
Together with the amendments tabled by other 
Members, there are 49 amendments to be voted. 
Rapporteur: Antonescu (EPP)   Procedure file  

Shadows: Lyubcheva,(S&D),  Davies (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA), Bokros (ECR) 

 

 

Honey 
 

Vote on draft report 

The Commission proposed to amend Directive 
2001/110/EC relating to honey in order to align the 
existing Commission implementing powers with the 
provisions laid down in the Lisbon Treaty, and to clarify 
that pollen is not an ingredient but a constituent 

particular to honey.  

The Rapporteur in her draft 
report agrees with the 
Commission proposal and 
further clarifies that pollen is 
a constituent to honey. 
Furthermore, she is of the 
view that technical 
characteristics related to 
names, product descriptions 

and definitions, and composition criteria are all essential 
elements and as such should not be updated by 
delegated acts, but by ordinary legislative procedure. 

63 amendments have been tabled in the ENVI 
Committee. While most amendments are in line with the 
proposal by the Rapporteur on the delegated acts, some 
amendments propose to define pollen as an ingredient 
or provide derogation for honey so that a list of 
ingredients would not be required. Two consolidated 
amendments on delegated acts have been tabled. 
Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)      Procedure file 

Shadows:  Peterle (EPP), Tabajdi (S&D), Reimers (ALDE), Staes 
(Greens/EFA), Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 

 

 

Carbon capture and storage  
Vote on draft report 

The Parliament and Council adopted in 2009 the CCS 
Directive (2009/31/EC), which provides a framework for 
CCS development in the EU. For a number of reasons 
including lack of finance for technological development, 
there are as yet no demonstration projects underway in 
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the EU. The Committee therefore decided to undertake 
their implementation report for 2013 on this issue.  

In his draft report the Rapporteur concentrates on 
possible means for driving forward CCS development in 
the EU, in particular through financial and regulatory 
measures. He also emphasises the role of Member States 
in this area, and tackles issues connected with transport, 
storage and liability.  

There are 142 amendments concerning for example 
whether CCS targets are appropriate, the role of the EU 
as against Member States, and the effect of the carbon 
price on CCS development. The Rapporteur has proposed 
a set of 17 compromise amendments covering a 
substantial number of amendments to the draft report.  
Rapporteur: Davies (ALDE)                     Procedure file  

Shadows: Gardini (EPP), Perello (S&D), Eickhout (Greens/EFA) 

Rosbach (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 

 

Plastic waste  
Vote on draft report 

The Commission’s 
Green Paper on a 
European Strategy on 
Plastic Waste 
launches a public 
consultation on 
policy challenges 
posed by plastic 

waste which are at present not addressed in the EU 
waste legislation. It looks into various aspects of how to 
improve the management of plastic waste through the 
application of the waste hierarchy to plastic waste 
management, targets, plastic recycling and voluntary 
initiatives; consumer behaviour; as well as initiatives at 
EU level and international actions.  

The Rapporteur in his draft report addresses all sides of 
the subject: the application of the waste hierarchy; the 
concept of circular economy; how to deal with single-use 
products; different treatment for oxo- and biodegradable 
plastics as well as biocompostable ones; the problem of 
marine litter; incentives and phase outs; awareness 
raising, etc. 

171 amendments were tabled in committee, and 12 
amendments are coming from the Employment 
Committee. The Rapporteur is negotiating with the 
Shadows a set of compromise and consolidated 
amendments covering almost the whole text. 
Rapporteur: Prodi (S&D)                        Procedure file  

Shadows: Antonescu (EPP), Panayotov (ALDE), Auken 
(Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR) 

 

 

eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020  
Vote on draft report 

Although access to high 
quality healthcare is 
recognized as a 
fundamental right, health 
systems within the EU are 
facing major challenges. 
This is due to the ageing of 
the population, the impact 
of chronic diseases, the 
mobility of patients and 
healthcare professionals, heightened public expectations 
on the quality of healthcare, and increasingly tight 
healthcare budgets. eHealth, which is about 
telemedicine, provides a way of improving access to 
healthcare services for people living in remote and 
sparsely populated areas, but also of improving working 
conditions, reducing waiting times and, most 
importantly, of helping to ensure the provision of 
reliable, effective and high quality healthcare. Technical 
standards, interoperability, and EU-wide certification and 
authentication systems are needed to enable doctors and 
healthcare service providers to work together.  

The EU’s first eHealth Action Plan was put in place in 
2004; it was strengthened further by the adoption of the 
2011 Directive on the Application of Patients' Rights in 
Cross Border Healthcare which established the eHealth 
Network. The new eHealth Action Plan is now the next 
step to remove the remaining barriers. 

The Rapporteur urges the Commission to continue 
working towards the wholesale adoption of eHealth 
throughout the EU. She emphasises the need to ensure 
the technical standardisation and interoperability of EU 
healthcare systems, and makes recommendations in the 
domains of training of healthcare professionals, research 
on eHealth, cooperation amongst Member States, and 
legal and data protection. 

126 amendments were tabled in ENVI Committee, and 
almost 50 amendments are from the opinion-giving 
committees. 16 compromise and consolidated 
amendments are under discussion. 
Rapporteur: Ayuso (EPP)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Parvanova (ALDE), Evans 
(Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 
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The food crisis, fraud in the food chain and the control 
thereof  
Vote on draft report 

The last few years 
saw numerous cases 
of fraudulent food 
labelling and other 
food frauds which 
impacted the EU food 

chain. Examples with egg powder entering the food 
chain without the necessary quality controls, road salt in 
foods and most recently the horse meat scandal, indicate 
that there might be a continued problem.  

Different types of food fraud include adulteration, 
substitution, tampering and counterfeiting. The 
complexity and cross-border character of the food chain, 
in combination with the predominant focus on food 
safety and the national character of controls and 
enforcement are often cited as contributing to a low risk 
of food fraud actually being detected. The economic gain 
of fraud is further enhanced by the often ineffective 
sanction regime due to relatively low sanctions and large 
differences between Member States’ practices.  

In her draft report the Rapporteur defines what 
constitutes food fraud; proposes to enhance the FVO’s 
role in detecting food fraud cases; suggests reviewing 
rules for intermediary labelling and reviewing traders; 
calls for encouraging private initiatives to set up anti-
fraud programmes, proposes to increase sanctions to at 
least double the amount of the economic advances 
sought through the food fraud and to withdraw 
registrations of food business operators in case of 
recidivism. 143 amendments were tabled in ENVI 
Committee; and there two opinions from the IMCO and 
AGRI Committees. The Rapporteur is negotiating a set of 
compromise amendments with the Shadows. 
Rapporteur: De Lange (PPE)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Pargneaux (S&D), Lepage (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 

 

 

Wildlife crime   
Vote on motion for resolution 

 

Wildlife crime has become a multi-billion criminal 
business largely facilitated by the internet. The draft 
resolution calls for stricter and more urgent action by the 
authorities to curb the traffic in wildlife crime and to 
prevent poaching. It also urges the EU cooperate with 
worldwide organisations (i.a. Interpol CITES, and the 
World Customs Organization); while encouraging 
bilateral agreements as well.  

In total 85 amendments were tabled, many of them 
reinforcing the ideas of the draft resolution. 
Co-sponsors: Jordan (EPP), Poc (S&D), Bélier (Greens/EFA), 
Gerbrandy (ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
 

 

Copernicus Programme 
Vote on draft opinion 

Copernicus, the European Earth Observation Programme 
that follows on from the GMES programme, aims to 
provide a comprehensive access to earth observation 
data, in order to understand the dynamics of our planet’s 
environment and climate and to obtain critical 
information in the event of emergencies relating to 
natural disasters or humanitarian crises. Copernicus 
consists of a complex set of systems which collect data 
from artificial earth observation satellites and airborne, 
seaborne and ground-based installations. The 
Commission’s proposal ensures that Copernicus will be 
funded from 2014-2020, with a maximum level of 
commitments of EUR 3 786 million, and seeks to improve 
the definition of the aims of the programme and its 
governance. 

The Rapporteur supports 
the proposal and 
introduces amendments 
to, among others: 
improve the definitions 
of the atmosphere and 
climate change 
monitoring services; 
clarify that data from the “non-space” component 
should come also from remote sensing data from 
ground-based or seaborne facilities and airborne 
platforms; give a coordinating role to the EEA. The 
Rapporteur also believes that a more in-depth debate is 
needed on whether or not access to data should be free 
of charge, distinguishing between applications of public 
utility and commercial applications. 33 amendments were 
tabled, including 16 in the draft opinion. 
Rapporteur: Gardini (EPP)   Procedure file  

Shadows: Prodi (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE) 

 

Sound level of motor vehicles 
Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70 

The Commission proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and Council on the sound level of 
motor vehicles was adopted in December last year. The 
proposal has as its aim the protection of public health 
and the environment through measures to reduce the 
sound level of motor vehicles. 

This year in February, the European Parliament adopted 
its first reading position on the proposal. In September 
the ENVI Committee gave to the Rapporteur a mandate 
to enter early second reading negotiations with the 
Council. Following three trilogues, an early second 
reading agreement was reached with the Lithuanian 
Presidency at the beginning of November. Coreper 
approved the text on 15 November, and it is now 
presented to the full committee for a vote of approval.   
Rapporteur: Ouzký (ECR)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Tatarella (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Krahmer (ALDE), Hassi 
(Greens/EFA), Wils (GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD) 
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Carbon dioxide emissions from maritime transport  
Consideration of draft report 

The main objective of 
this Regulation is to 
establish a European 
monitoring, reporting 
and verification (MRV) 
system for CO2 emissions 
from ships as a first step 

towards reducing such emissions. In order to reduce the 
related administrative costs and ensure robust results, 
simple and lean MRV requirements are proposed, and it is 
also proposed to make use of already existing data on 
board of ships to the fullest extent.  

The rapporteur introduces 79 amendments aiming to 
cover maritime emissions coherently and to limit the 
implementation costs and the administrative burden for 
the maritime sector. 
Rapporteur: Skylakakis (ALDE)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR) 

 

Shipments of waste 
Consideration of draft report  
 

The current Waste Shipment Regulation lays down rules 
for shipments of waste both within the EU and between 
the EU and third countries. In particular, exports of 
hazardous waste to countries outside the OECD and 
exports of waste for disposal outside the EU/EFTA are 
prohibited. However, since only rather few Member 
States have thorough, well-functioning inspection 
systems, illegal waste shipments remain a serious 
problem.  

The Commission proposal reinforces the inspection 
provisions of the regulation through stronger 
requirements on national inspections and planning. 
Member States shall carry out risk assessments for 
specific waste streams and sources of illegal shipments 
and define in annual inspection plans their priorities for 
inspections. Inspectors shall take the inspection plans 
into account and require evidence from suspected illegal 
waste exporters, including possible on-the-spot 
inspections. 

The rapporteur in his draft report fully supports the 
legislative proposal and puts forward amendments to 
further strengthen it. In particular, he proposes to 
improve the knowledge base about illegal shipments, to 
have inspection plans include a minimum number of 
physical checks and to be permanently available to the 
public (including results), give appropriate powers to 
relevant authorities and improve cooperation between 
Member States. 
Rapporteur:  Staes (Greens/EFA)   Procedure file  

Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Lyubcheva,(S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Rosbach (ECR) 

 

 

Pharmacovigilance fees payable to EMA 
Consideration of amendements 

The EU pharmacovigilance legislation for human 
medicines was revised in 2010, in order to strengthen and 
rationalise the system for safety monitoring of 
medicines. Additional changes were introduced in 2012 
following the 'Mediator' case. The revised legislative 
framework became applicable as of July 2012, and it has 
led to widened tasks for the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA), which has acquired pharmacovigilance 
competences also for nationally authorised medicines, in 
addition to reinforced competences for centrally 
authorised medicines. To finance these activities, the 
revised pharmacovigilance legislation provides for fees to 
be charged to marketing authorisation holders at the EU 
level. Member States may continue to charge national 
level fees which however should not overlap with those 
at the EU level. The Commission proposal determines the 
activities performed at Union 
level for which fees are due, 
the amounts, the applicable 
exemptions and reductions, 
the rules of payment of those 
fees and the level of 
remuneration of the 
rapporteurs.  

The Rapporteur has suggested 14 amendments only, 
covering definition and price for chargeable unit, fees for 
referrals and deletion of fee reduction for generics. 88 
amendments have been further tabled on the same 
areas.  
Rapporteur: McAvan (S&D)                    Procedure file  

Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Parvanova (ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), 
Yannakoudakis (ECR), Sousa (GUE/NGL) 

 

Food chain package - Food controls  
Consideration of draft report 
 

The current legislative framework for the organisation of 
official controls has been established through Regulation 
(EC) No 882/2004. The Commission proposal revises the 
legislation to overcome its shortcomings and to put in 
place a robust, transparent and sustainable regulatory 
framework that is better 'fit for purpose'. This proposal 
makes part of a comprehensive legislative package 
including three major reviews to modernise the animal 
health, plant health and plant reproductive material law. 

In his draft report, the Rapporteur proposes 58 
amendments on several aspects of the proposal, such as 
the minimum frequency of controls, the criteria used to 
grant exemptions, and measures to fight against food 
fraud. 
Rapporteur: Pirillo (S&D)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Schnellhardt (EPP), Paulsen (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 
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Food chain package - Plant reproductive material law 
Consideration of draft opinion 

Part of the 
comprehensive 

legislative package 
mentioned in the 
previous point, this 
proposal is to 
consolidate and update 
current legislation on 

marketing of plant reproductive material (PRM). In 
particular, it regulates production and making available 
on the market of all types of PRM. The two basic pillars 
are registration of varieties/material and 
certification/inspection of lots before marketing.  

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur proposes (i) to 
restrict, in particular, the exclusions from the scope of 
the Regulation in order to avoid a parallel system; (ii) to 
add the category “commercial” to the categories of PRM 
that may be produced and made available on the market; 
(iii) to insert a new Annex laying down a list of genera 
and species subject to mandatory certification; (iv) and 
on niche market material not to limit the exemption to 
register to micro-enterprises in order not do discriminate 
any operators and to specify the maximum quantities 
made available on the market per species/operator. The 
Rapporteur also considers that cloned materials are 
incompatible with the concept of varieties. 
Rapporteur: Ayuso (EPP)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Poc (S&D), Lepage (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Ferreira 
(GUE/NGL), Nicholson (ECR)   
 

 

Exchange of views with Marcin Korolec, Polish 
government plenipotentiary for climate policy 

The 19th Conference of the 
Parties to the UN 
International Convention on 
Climate Change took place 
last week in Warsaw, and the 
EP was represented by a 10-
Members strong delegation. 
The Committee will now 
exchange views on the outcome of COP19. 

 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Connie Hedegaard  

Members will hear from the Commissioner about the 
proposal on integrating maritime transport emissions in 
the EU's greenhouse gas reduction policies, and discuss 
the details. 

 

Exchange of views with the Commission and EFSA on 
genetically modified animals 

The Commission and EFSA are invited to give an update 
on the subject of GM animals. The exchange of views is 
based on oral question 0003/2013 by Linda McAvan.  

 
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 opinion on management of expenditure relating to 

the food chain, animal health and animal welfare, 
and relating to plant health and plant reproductive 
material; 

 motion for a resolution on establishment of 
criteria determining when recovered paper ceases 
to be waste under Directive 2008/98/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council; 

 Motion for a resolution on establishment of 
criteria determining when recovered paper ceases 
to be waste under Directive 2008/98/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1008/1008416/1008416en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0137(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96715/Pavel_POC.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97076/Corinne_LEPAGE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/cm/1010/1010429/1010429en.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

 

Environmental Indicator Report 2013 
Natural resources and human well-being in a 
green economy  

Meeting European demands for food, water, 
energy and housing exerts major pressures on 

the environment, indirectly affecting human health and 
well-being. To reduce the impact of Europe's resource 
use, a new assessment from the European Environment 
Agency (EEA) reflects on integrating different policy 
areas and improved spatial planning. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 

ECHA has prepared a proposal to 
update the Community rolling action 
plan (CoRAP) for 2014-2016. The draft 
update contains 125 substances that 

are proposed for review by 22 Member States under the 
substance evaluation process of REACH. It includes 56 
newly selected substances and 69 substances from the 
update of 20 March 2013. More  
 

 

 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
 

EFSA has revised its risk assessment 
of genetically modified maize 59122 
after the emergence of additional 
information revealed a gap in the 

data provided by the applicant. More 
 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 

The European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) and the 
European Union (EU) 
recognise that micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) are a motor of innovation in the EU. Recognising 
their role in the development of new medicines, the EMA 
has a programme in place to support SMEs throughout 
all stages of medicine development. More

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the editor 
European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Zsuzsanna Laky, Jozef Duch; Responsible assistants: Irena Aramina, Marie-Christine Della Faille 

Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and 
subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI 
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject 
"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media 
enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live 
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
16-17 December 2013, in Brussels 
2014 meetings 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/competing-demands-on-europe2019s-environment?&utm_campaign=competing-demands-on-europe2019s-environment&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/title/draft-update-of-substance-evaluation-planning-for-2014-2016
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/131121.htm
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2013/11/news_detail_001965.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/calendar_2014.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/simple.htm?language=EN&code_type_docu=EURETUDE&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?code_type_docu=EURNOTE&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=EURBRIEFN&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?code_type_docu=EURWORKS&language=EN

