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1. AGENDA

The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members on 22 November 2013
and is in the file for this meeting.

2. CHAIRMAN ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman draws the attention on the following points:

LANGUAGES AVAILABLE

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT, LT, NL, PL, RO, SV

WEBSTREAMING

The CONT meeting is webstreamed on the Europarl web-site.
Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the microphone to
make an intervention, the camera will be automatically directed to the
speaker.
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Rapporteur:
Markus Pieper (PPE)

Administrators:
Christian Ehlers & Philippe Godts

Exchange of views with with
Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President
of the European Commission
and Member responsible for
Inter-Institutional Relations
and Administration, in the
presence of the Member of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Tomé Muguruza

3. DISCHARGE2012:EUGENERAL BUDGET-EUROPEANCOMMISSION

The documents of particular relevance for the exchange
of views with Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič as regards
the 2012 Commission discharge are:
• the European Court of Auditors' Annual Report 2012,
chapter 98,
• the European Commission's report on the follow-up of
the 2011 discharge procedure
• and the respective Annual Activity Reports of the
Commission Directorates-General concerned.
The documents can be found on the CONT website

(discharge 2012).
In accordance with the established discharge timetable the CONT Secretariat
sent the written questions for this meeting to Members and the Commission
on Friday, 20 November 2013.  The answers were received on 28 November
2013.
The "practical arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for convenience.
It is proposed that today's hearing with the Commissioner shall proceed as
follows:
- Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors, who will

present the findings of the respective chapters of the Annual Report 2012;
- Commissioner in charge will reply to this introduction;
- CONT Rapporteur will put questions to the Commissioner and the Court;
- Other Members will question the Commissioner and/or the Court; and
- Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

Rapporteur:
Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)

Administrator:
Mauro de Oliveira

Adoption of draft reports

4. APPOINTMENT OF FIVE MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN
COURT OF AUDITORS: EVALUATION, VOTES AND
ADOPTIONOFDRAFTREPORTS

The mandate of five Members of the Court of Auditors
expires on 31 December 2013.
The Members of the Court of Auditors shall be appointed
for a term of six years.
In accordance with Article 286(2) of the TFEU the Council,
after consulting the European Parliament shall adopt the
list of Members drawn up in accordance with the
proposals made by each Member State.

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 2013
16.30 – 17.30 in camera

*** Voting time ***

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 2013
15.00 - 16.30 public meeting

*** Voting time ***
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The following candidates have been proposed by the Member States.
 Nikolaos MILIONIS – Greece (EL)
 Danièle LAMARQUE – France (FR)
 Henri GRETHEN – Luxembourg (LU) (renewal)
 Alex BRENNINKMEIJER - Netherlands (NL)
 Phil WYNN OWEN – United Kingdom (UK)

Appointments or re-appointments to the
ECA are submitted to Parliament's plenary on
the basis of a report from CONT, which takes
into account, among others circumstances,
Article 286(1) of the TFEU: "the Members of

the Court of Auditors shall be chosen from among persons who belong or
have belonged in their respective States to external audit bodies or who are
especially qualified for this office. Their independence must be beyond
doubt."

I. Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft reports
The hearing of the candidates for membership of the Court of Auditors took
place on the 7 of November.
The new candidates were invited to make an opening statement and to reply
to questions from Members. As regards the candidate for reappointment, the
hearing took the form of a joint exchange of views.
The committee will hold an evaluation of the candidates and then proceed to
vote. Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft reports will be in camera.
According to Rule 108, the committee shall vote by secret ballot separately on
each nomination.
Members will receive a list of the five candidates and should indicate for each
candidate whether they give a favourable opinion, a negative opinion or
abstain.
In accordance with Rule 169 (4), between two and eight Members shall be
chosen by lot to count the votes cast.
The discussion and vote in plenary is scheduled to take place in the December
part-session (09 – 12 December 2013) in Strasbourg.

II. The reports
The format of opinions on candidates for membership of the Court of Auditors
is defined as follows:
"a) each opinion shall be submitted in the form of a report to be adopted by a
simple majority; the report shall not contain recitals and shall merely state a
view on the appointment and
b) the report shall consist of citations summarising the circumstances of the
referral to Parliament, which shall likewise not be put to the vote, and an
operative part which may constitute only:
− a favourable opinion, or
− an unfavourable opinion,
Reports should not contain any recitals to be put to the vote".
These strict rules on format adopted by Parliament do not allow any
amendments to be tabled to the draft report.
The draft reports, including the candidate's CV and replies to the
questionnaire (or summary for candidates for reappointment) will be finalised,
according to the outcome of the evaluation and the vote in committee.

The report for plenary will state that Parliament delivers either a favourable or
a negative opinion on the appointment of the candidate.
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9. COORDINATORS’MEETING

Meeting held in camera

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 2013
17.30 - 18.30 in camera

*** Voting time ***

NEXT MEETINGS (BRUSSELS)

5 December 2013, 15.00 - 18.30

16 December, 15.00 - 18.30

17 December 2013, 9.00 - 12.30 and
15.00 - 18.30

Contacts

Email of the CONT secretariat:
cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

Follow us on Twitter
https://twitter.com/EP_BudgControl
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2012 DISCHARGE 
 

Practical arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners in the 2012 
discharge procedure 

 
1 Timetable 
 

 As attached 
 

2 Questions 
 In general, before the hearing, written questions followed by written 

answers are not expected. However, there may be written questions on 
matters which are technical or very specific, so as to allow preparation 
of replies by the Commissioner.  

 Written questions will be submitted to the Commission 7 working days 
before the hearing. Written answers will be provided by the 
Commission to the committee 48 hours before the meeting at the 
latest. In the event that the hearing falls on a Monday afternoon, the 
replies will be received already on the preceding Friday at noon. Both 
questions and answers will be in English as much as possible. 

 

3 Duration of the hearing 
 Approximately 60 minutes per Commissioner.  

 

4 Seating arrangements 
 The Commissioner and 1 aide will sit on the podium, together with the 

Member of the Court. Alternatively, the Commissioner and his or her 
services and cabinet (max. 10) may sit in the body of the room.  

 

5 Procedure during the hearing  
 Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, which submits its 

findings according to its annual and special reports. (max. 7 minutes) 

 The Commissioner may make a brief presentation of the Commission's 
replies to these findings (5 minutes max.) (No general statement). 

 The EP rapporteur puts question and Commissioner / Court replies. 
The rapporteur seeks the Commissioner’s view but Commissioner’s 
staff can reply to certain questions, if needed. 

 Other EP Members question the Commissioner or the Court. 
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 This first round of questions could be followed by a second round of 
questions by the rapporteur and then other EP Members, if time allows. 

Possibly winding up comments at the end by EP rapporteur, Court, 
Commissioner or Chair. 

 

6 After the hearing 
 Treatment of confidential documents: Annex II of the Framework 

Agreement applies. 

 Supplementary documents asked for during the hearing, should be 
provided to the rapporteur within five working days, when possible. 

 

7 After the hearing 
 These practical arrangements for the conduct of the hearings have no 

influence on possible informal meetings between the rapporteur and 
Commissioners'/Commission staff. 

 


	2013-12-02 Issue 19.pdf
	practical arr.pdf
	11/07//2013
	2012 DISCHARGE
	1 Timetable
	2 Questions
	3 Duration of the hearing
	4 Seating arrangements
	5 Procedure during the hearing 
	6 After the hearing
	7 After the hearing


