
Thank you [chairs] and [previous speakers] for allowing me to speak 

here today. 

I’d like start by asking you all to take your minds back to the last time 

you emptied your bowels. [That got your attention – didn’t it! It’s funny to 

think of in this situation, but it’s a serious subject for billions around the 

world]. It may not have been that long ago – last night or this morning 

even. Did you go to the bathroom in the comfort of your own home, or 

did you go beside the road, or outside in the middle of the night in the 

hope you wouldn’t be seen. Did you fear public shame for doing so? The 

chances are you didn’t. The chances are you went, you flushed, you 

forgot about it.   

Now imagine your morning walk to work, perhaps through the Parc 

Leopold, picking your way through piles of faeces. Imagine the flies, the 

stench, and the germs. The health risks. 

This might be hard to picture and yet having to defecate in the open is 

the daily reality of life for over 1 billion people on the planet. Add to that 

the billions of people who have sub-standard sanitation, and you’re 

talking about more than a third of humanity who have nowhere safe to 

go.  



Poor sanitation prevents children attending school and adults from 

working. It is a leading cause of disease including diarrhoea. Diarrhoea 

is a serious illness estimated to be responsible for half of global 

malnutrition, as well as disability and, particularly for children in poverty, 

death.

The EU has been a substantial contributor to water and sanitation 

programmes globally – and this is hugely welcome. Sanitation and 

hygiene, however, have been and are still seen as ‘second order’ issues, 

not only by the EU but also by other major donors and governments 

around the world. 

But sanitation is a human right, a massively important investment, and 

one that can reap major rewards.

WaterAid has worked on water and sanitation for over 30 years and last 

year, with our partners, ensured that 2.2 million people got access to 

sanitation. 



Sanitation is the most off-track of all the Millennium Development Goals. 

Importantly, lack of access to sanitation also slows progress on virtually 

all of the other MDG’s.  

Let’s just take as an example MDG 4 – to reduce child mortality. 

Children are amongst the worst affected by a lack of sanitation and 

hygiene – because these two simple things are the primary causes of 

diarrhoea. Diarrhoea is the second biggest killer of children under five 

globally. 

Just think about your own son, daughter, niece, nephew or 

grandchildren dying of something as seemingly simple and preventable 

as diarrhoea. It is astonishing and unacceptable that this could still be 

the case in the 21st century.

Or take MDGs 2 and 3 – on education and gender equality. A lack of 

toilets at school, particularly during the teenage years, means that often 

girls avoid attending school altogether. Women are often vulnerable to 

harassment or violence when they have to use shared toilets or walk a 

distance from the house to go to the toilet in the open, often at night. 



In addition, people with disabilities are disproportionately affected by 

lack of accessible facilities. Many people with disabilities suffer risks to 

their health and the indignity of having to crawl through dirty shared 

toilets just so that they can fulfil a basic human right.

Ending the global sanitation crisis should be considered one of the 

biggest international development challenges of the 21st century. It is 

also one of the biggest opportunities. 

The economic case for investing in sanitation is striking. 

No country has achieved acceptable standards of public health without 

investing in sanitation. In London, in the UK, when governments 

invested in basic sanitation and sewerage systems, child mortality 

dropped by a third. 

The World Health Organisation has shown that the total economic 

benefits of meeting the MDG target on water and sanitation amount to 

60 billion dollars annually. The benefits are dominated by sanitation, 

which accounts for 54 billion dollars. This global economic opportunity

could lift people out of poverty and improve healthcare and education.



Access to sanitation is not only a fundamental right in and by itself – it is 

also a driver of development and poverty reduction.

Ending the global sanitation crisis IS possible. In fact WaterAid, along 

with the World Bank, UN and many others, believes it is possible to get 

everyone, everywhere, access to water and sanitation by 2030. So how 

can we do this?

Firstly, let me say something about money. National governments have 

a primary responsibility as duty bearers to ensure this right is met. But 

when the World Bank surveyed 18 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa 

recently, they found that in most cases investment in sanitation was less 

than 0.1% of GDP. Donors also need to prioritise sanitation. The EU is 

the world’s largest donor to water and sanitation programmes, and yet 

the proportion of total EU aid to water and sanitation has decreased over 

the last decade.

Secondly, let me say something about how that money is spent. Drinking 

water continues to absorb the majority of the small amount of funding 

that is available, even in countries with relatively high drinking water 

supply coverage.  Sanitation is the invisible challenge in these cases, 

undermining investments in water. 



Spending on water, sanitation and hygiene needs to be more efficient. 

Aid for sanitation is not always directed at those countries or populations 

that need it most, nor on the essential maintenance of systems and 

services that is so essential. Major hurdles on the sustainability of 

services still exist. It’s not just EU funded projects that encounter 

challenges on financial, logistical or technological sustainability.

Third, let me say something about partnership. EU aid needs to address 

sanitation and hygiene first and foremost, focusing on those hardest to 

reach communities whose rights are least likely to be realised. Beyond 

money though, the EU also needs to recognise its unique position to 

strengthen the sanitation sector. Not least through its partnerships.

Because what really blocks progress on delivering sanitation in country 

and globally is a lack of coordination and cooperation between donors, 

civil society, governments and the private sector. 

We do not need snazzy technological solutions to solve the 

sanitation – or indeed the water - crisis. When these partners work 

together well – and we have seen it in countries from Liberia to Ethiopia 

– things start to progress. The EU could do more to help here.  



An example of this cooperation at global level is the Sanitation and 

Water for All partnership. SWA is a global partnership of development 

partners working together to coordinate high-level action, improve 

accountability and use scarce resources more effectively. This 

partnership only works, however, if major donors like the EU actually 

engage beyond speechmaking at the annual high level meeting. 

Finally, one last point on international prioritisation of sanitation. As 

negotiations progress around the development of a new framework to 

succeed the MDGs we have a unique opportunity to set goals and 

targets which could actually see the elimination of the worst forms of 

poverty within our lifetimes.

We need the European Parliament’s support to ensure that as we turn 

the corner in 2015, no one is left behind. There is still a great deal more 

the EU can do to help the attainment of the most off track MDGs, 

particularly sanitation. 

We need the European Parliament’s support in ensuring that the EU 

continues to lead on the protection of basic human rights. The EU can 

do this first and foremost by ensuring there is a standalone goal on 



water and sanitation, calling for universal access by 2030, in the post-

2015 development framework. We also need your support to ensure 

there are water, sanitation and hygiene targets in related goals such as 

health, poverty and equality.

This is our vision, and one formulated from the international consultation 

of experts from across the water and sanitation communities, hosted by 

WHO and UNICEF.  These working groups have met over the last few 

years to develop concrete proposals for water, sanitation and hygiene 

targets for the Post 2015 framework, based on the human right to water 

and sanitation. 

Please support the Joint Monitoring Programme’s proposals and work 

with us to ensure that everyone, everywhere has access to water and 

sanitation by 2030.

Thank you. 
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