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Tuesday 5 November 2013
From 15.30 to 19.00
Brussels - Room ASP 1G-3

In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman

1.    Adoption of agenda

2.    Chairman's announcements

2.1.    Languages available

Available : BG, CS, DA, DE, EN, ES, FR, HR, HU, 
IT, LV, NL, PL, PT, SV, SK

2.2.   Webstreaming

Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the
following link: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the
microphone to make an intervention the camera will 
be automatically directed to the speaker.

2.3.   Other announcements

The latest implementation and "RAL" figures of 
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following
Intranet link:

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/polde
ptd/pid/2303

3.     Approval of minutes of : 

 2-3 October 2013

 9 October 2013

COMMITTEE ON
BUDGETS
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4.  Outcome of the Budgetary Conciliation of 
     4 November 2013

Members of the EP delegation to the conciliation of the 
4 November will inform BUDG members of the outcome 
of this meeting. 

5.  Draft Amending Budget n° 8/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Exchange of views

DAB 8/2013, which the Commission adopted on 25 
September, concerns the increase of payment appropria-
tions of EUR 3,9 billion across headings 1a, 1b, 2, 3a, 3b 
and 4 of the multi-annual financial framework (MFF), with 
the aim of meeting the outstanding needs to the end of the 
year, so that legal obligations stemming from past and 
current commitments can be honoured, financial penalties 
avoided, and beneficiaries can receive the funds envisaged 
by the agreed EU policies, for which Parliament and 
Council authorised the related commitment appropriations 
in previous annual budgets.

In line with past commitments of the three institutions, it 
updates DAB 2/2013 (second “tranche”), presented by 
the Commission in March 2013 for an amount of EUR 
11,2 billion and only partially adopted by the budgetary 
authority in September 2013 for an amount of EUR 7,3 
billion.

Parliament set the adoption of this ‘second tranche’ as a 
condition for its consent on the next MFF.

COREPER adopted its position on DAB 8/2013 on 14 
October, linking it with the MFF and DAB 9/2013, which 
concerns the mobilisation of the Solidarity Fund for some 
EUR 400 Mio. Following an internal written procedure 
within Council, this position was formally adopted by 
Council on 30 October.

A vote may take place on the Rapporteur’s draft report 
(one amendment tabled), in view of a possible adoption in 
Plenary during November part-session. 

Calendar:

Date Body Event

25 Sept. COM Pres. of DAB 8/2013
14 Oct. BUDG Deadline for AMs
5 Nov. BUDG Vote (tbc)
Nov. (tbc) Plenary Adoption

6.  Multiannual Financial Framework for the
     years 2014-2020

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene 

 Exchange of views

Following the political agreement on the next multian-
nual financial framework (MFF) reached on 27 June at 
the level of the Presidents of the three institutions, Par-
liament adopted on 3 July a resolution which endorsed 
by a clear majority the outcome of these negotiations, 
pending certain conditions, including a political agree-
ment on the relevant legal bases, especially on elements 
that are also reflected in the MFF Regulation (MFFR), 
and the respect of Council's commitment to adopt fur-
ther amending budgets to avoid any shortfall in payment 
appropriations during the current year.

On 17 October, in the absence of any Council's position 
on DAB 8/2013, the Conference of Presidents decided, 
for the second time, to withdraw the vote on the MFF 
from the October II agenda. The vote in BUDG was 
postponed accordingly, pending the delivery on the 
above conditions. 

Following an internal written procedure within Council, 
its position on DAB 8/2013 was formally adopted on 30 
October. As such, a vote may take place in BUDG on 
the MFF Regulation, in view of a possible formal ap-
proval in Plenary during November part-session, bearing 
in mind that BUDG already adopted its opinion to the 
AFCO report on the IIA.

5 amendments were tabled to the recommendation to 
Plenary on the MFFR.
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Calendar:

Date Body Event

5 Sept. BUDG Pres.of draft recommendation (MFFR)             
and opinion (IIA)

19 Sept. BUDG Deadline for AMs
9 Oct. BUDG Vote opinion IIA

14 Oct. AFCO Vote on IIA
5 Nov. (tbc) BUDG Vote MFF recommendation 
Nov (tbc) Plenary Vote on MFFR and IIA

7.  Draft Amending Budget n° 7/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Exchange of views

DAB 7/2013, which the Commission adopted on 27 
July, concerns the increase of commitment appropria-
tions by 150 Mio EUR in Heading 1b for the year 2013 
in order to address "certain issues" resulting from the 
outcome of the MFF negotiations in favour of France, 
Italy and Spain.

It is presented as an answer to the request made by the 
European Council of June of immediate actions to be 
taken before the start of the new programming period to 
tackle youth unemployment in these Member States.

The Commission proposes to increase the European 
Social Fund for 2013 as follows:

Budget line Heading 1b CA (EUR)

04 02 17 ESF - Convergence 16 683 215
04 02 19 ESF - Regional competitiveness 

and employment
133 316 785

Total 150 000 000

The total amount would be covered by:

- the available margin under Heading 1b (EUR 15.95
  Mio)
- the Flexibility instrument, to be mobilized for the
  remaining amount of EUR 134.05 Mio on top of the
  MFF ceilings, according to point 27 of the current IIA

(see also under point 7 below).

This dossier could be discussed together with point 8 
(corresponding mobilisation of the flexibility instru-
ment). 

Council adopted its position on DAB 7/2013 on 7 Oc-
tober, leaving Commission's proposal unchanged. A vote 
may take place on the Rapporteur’s draft report (no 
amendment tabled), in view of a possible adoption in 
Plenary during November part-session. 

Calendar:

Date Body Event

27 July COM Pres. of DAB 7/2013
7 Oct Council Adoption of CSL's position
14 Oct. BUDG Deadline for AMs
5 Nov. BUDG Vote (tbc)
Nov. (tbc) Plenary Adoption

8.  Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to
     complement the financing in the general 
     budget of the EU for 2013 towards the 
     financing of the European Social Fund to 
     increase allocations to France, Italy and Spain

Rapporteur:  R. Böge

 Exchange of views

In parallel to the presentation of DAB 7/2013 a pro-
posal for decision of mobilisation of the Flexibility In-
strument was submitted by the Commission to the 
budgetary authority. According to point 3 of the current 
IIA it is to be adopted by qualified majority by the 
Council and by a majority of its members and 3/5 of the 
votes cast by the Parliament.

It could be discussed together with point 7 (correspond-
ing DAB). 

A vote may take place on the Rapporteur’s draft report 
(no amendment tabled), in view of a possible adoption in 
Plenary during November part-session. 

Calendar:

Date Body Event

27 July COM Pres. of flex mobilisation proposal
14 Oct. BUDG Deadline for AMs
5 Nov. BUDG Vote (tbc)
Nov. (tbc) Plenary Adoption
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9.  Draft Amending Budget n° 9/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Exchange of views

Draft Amending Budget (DAB) No 9 for the year 2013, 
which the Commission adopted on 3 October, covers the 
mobilisation of the EU Solidarity Fund for an amount of 
EUR 400,5 Mio in commitment and payment appropria-
tions, in favour of Romania in relation to a drought and 
forest fires in summer 2012, and of Germany, Austria and 
the Czech Republic in relation to flooding in May and 
June 2013.

While the Commission proposed to finance those needs 
through fresh money, over and above the 2013 ceilings, 
Council's position, adopted by written procedure on 30 
October, consisted in financing them through redeploy-
ments from lines identified in the global transfer (DEC 
26/2013, see below). 

The Rapporteur will present his draft report, on which 
BUDG Committee may vote. This draft report could be 
discussed together with point 10.

10.  Mobilisation of the EU Solidarity Fund: 
      drought and forest fires in Romania and
     floods in Germany, Austria and the Czech
     Republic

Rapporteur:  J.M. Fernandes

 Exchange of views

The committee will have an exchange of views on Mr 
Fernandes' draft report concerning a Commission pro-
posal mobilising the EU Solidarity Fund in favour of 
Romania, Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic.

During the summer of 2012 major parts of Romania 
suffered from very low precipitation and repeated waves 
of extremely high temperatures, leading to drought with 
important crop failure, numerous forest and vegetation 
fires, shortage of water for the population, and resulting 
problems for the water supply and hydro-energy produc-
tion systems. Subsequently, in November 2012, the Ro-
manian authorities decided to submit an application for 
financial aid from the EU Solidarity Fund.

In May and June 2013 Central Europe was affected by a 
meteorological situation very similar to the one which lead 
to the 100-year-flooding-event in 2002 and subsequently 
to the creation of the EU Solidarity Fund. Again, Germa-
ny, Austria and the Czech Republic were affected by 
extreme flooding. 

Subsequently, Germany submitted an application for 
financial assistance from the EU Solidarity Fund under the 
criteria for major disasters, whereas the applications from 
Austria and the Czech Republic were based on the so-
called "neighbouring country criterion".

The Commission proposes to mobilise the EU Solidarity 
Fund for a total amount of EUR 400 519 089. The Rap-
porteur recommends the approval of the Commission 
proposal to mobilise the EU Solidarity Fund. 

In parallel to the proposal to mobilise the Solidarity Fund 
the Commission has presented a draft amending budget 
(DAB No 9/2013 of 3 October 2013) in order to enter in 
the 2013 budget the corresponding commitment and 
payment appropriations as foreseen in point 26 of the IIA. 

The position of the Council on DAB No 9/2013, con-
cerning the financing of this decision, modifies the initial 
proposal of the Commission. The position of the Parlia-
ment will be set out when adopting its position on DAB 
No 9/2013. 

11.  Management of expenditure relating to the
     food chain, animal health and animal welfare,
    and relating to plant health and plant 
      reproductive material

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Exchange of views

The Commission is proposing a maximum amount of 
EUR 1 891,936 Mio for expenditure in relation to food 
and feed during the whole period 2014-2020. The objec-
tives are a high level of safety of food and food produc-
tion systems, a higher animal health status and animal 
welfare, the detection and eradication of pests, to ensure 
an effective implementation of official controls. 
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Calendar :

Date Body Event

5 Nov BUDG Exchange of views
6 Nov – 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
14 Nov BUDG Vote 

  26 Nov AGRI Vote

Voting time

12.   Draft Amending Budget n° 8/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Consideration and adoption (tbc)

See point 5

13.  Multiannual Financial Framework for the
    years 2014-2020

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene 
Consideration and adoption (tbc)

See point 6

14.  Draft Amending Budget n° 7/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Consideration and adoption (tbc)

See point 7

15.  Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to
      complement the financing in the general 
      budget of the EU for 2013 towards the 
      financing of the European Social Fund to 
      increase allocations to France, Italy and
      Spain

Rapporteur:  R. Böge

 Consideration and adoption (tbc)

See point 8

16.  Draft Amending Budget n° 9/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Consideration and adoption (tbc)

See point 9

17.  Mobilisation of the EU Solidarity Fund: 
      drought and forest fires in Romania and
     floods in Germany, Austria and the Czech
     Republic

Rapporteur:  J.M. Fernandes

 Consideration and adoption (tbc)

See point 10

18.  EU guarantee to the E.I.B. against losses
       under financing operations supporting 
       investment projects outside the Union

Rapporteur:  I. Kalfin

 Consideration and vote

BUDG Members shall vote amendments to this legislative 
proposal for 2014-2020: on the 130 tabled by BUDG 
Members and 159 received from other committees 
(DEVE, AFET, ECON, INTA).

Rule 70 applies: BUDG committee might thus decide by a 
majority of its Members (Rule 70 paragraph 2), to 
confer a mandate, on the basis of the report adopted, to 
negotiate an agreement in first reading with Council, as 
well as to define the composition of the EP delegation.

Although it is part of the legislative acts due to apply from 
2014 to 2020, the Commission proposal was published 
with some delay, on 23 May 2013.

Under its Article 1, paragraph 5 the current Decision can 
apply until 30 June 2014 at the latest.

However in order not to disrupt the Bank’s operations 
(and in view of special constraints on EP in an election 
year) the Rapporteur recommends trying to reach an 
agreement in first reading much earlier than that (subject 
to the outcome of the vote in this committee).
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It is thus contemplated to hold trilogues on: 7 November 
2 to 4 p.m., possibly 14 November, 26 November 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 a.m., 5 December 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 16 
December 3 to 6 p.m.

19.  Budget 2013 - Section III – Commission

Rapporteur: G. La Via

 Any transfer request

DEC 26/2013

BUDG will vote on so-called 'Global Transfer', which the 
Commission proposes each year to rebalance payment 
appropriations, after reviewing actual implementation and 
expected utilisation of payment appropriations to the end 
of the financial year. 

It takes account of the updated situation of each budget 
line, identifying all the possible sources of redeployment, 
priority being given to the most urgent needs within each 
heading, taking account of contractual obligations and 
implementation rates. 

This Global Transfer proposal for 2013 relates to payment 
appropriations amounting to some EUR 509.8 Mio in 
total, affecting 96 budget lines (59 for reinforcement and 
37 for reductions).

Council's position, adopted by written procedure on 30 
October, reduced this level to EUR 109 Mio, with a view 
to use the remainder EUR 400 Mio to finance the mobili-
sation of the EUSF (see under DAB 9/2013). Following 
the discussions held in BUDG on 17 October, the Council 
has adjusted COREPER's initial list of lines for rein-
forcements to allow financing most urgent humanitarian 
needs and avoid late interest and penalties.

DEC 35/2013 (tbc)

Lately, EUR 14.4 Mio have already been redeployed 
(through an internal Commission transfer) to cover the 
immediate and urgent needs in relation to particular migra-
tory pressure faced by several Member States, resulting 
from the sudden arrival at EU borders of a large number 
of third-country nationals.

In current circumstances, DEC 35/2013 aims at further 
reinforcing by EUR 18 Mio, through transfer from various 
budget lines, the budget article 18 03 04 “Emergency 

measures in the event of mass influxes of refugees", allow-
ing the Union to support the efforts of Member States 
directly concerned by the on-going migratory pressure. 

According to the Commission, these additional appropria-
tions will be used in the context of Article 5 of the Euro-
pean Refugee Fund basic act, to finance first reception of 
persons who may be in need of international protection, 
the provision of their accommodation, and basic needs 
such as food and clothing, medical, psychological or other 
assistance, as well as logistical and transport costs, legal aid 
and language assistance.

20.  Budget 2013 – Other Sections

Rapporteur: D. Vaughan

 Any transfer request

Committee of Regions 4/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 pro-
cedure. The purpose of this transfer is:

(i) to reinforce the budget line 1004 "Travel and sub-
sistence allowances, attendance at meetings and 
associated expenditure" by € 250,000 due to slightly 
higher cost of the Plenary Sessions and Bureau meetings 
and due to a creation of a new Political Group; and 

(ii) to reinforce the budget line 105 "Courses for mem-
bers of the institution" by € 5,500 due to a higher de-
mand for language courses by CoR members. 

The total amount of the transfer is thus € 255,500.

The source of this transfer will be a surplus identified on 
the lines for Interpreting and Translation services.

EEAS 1/2013

It is intended to reinforce eight posts of expenditure in 
the EEAS budget (see EEAS letter for detail), for a total 
of EUR 1 031 495.

The resources would be transferred from item 2010 
Cleaning and maintenance, and from item 2012 Security 
and surveillance of buildings (below the thresholds of 
10% of appropriations on the lines concerned. Article 25 
(2) of the Financial Regulation applies (the EEAS will 
proceed to these transfers unless the Parliament or 
Council raises duly justified reasons to oppose it).



7

CoA – Establishment plan - Article 50 FR

Transformation of 1 AST audit post into 1AD audit 
post. The operation is budgetary neutral. The institution 
will refrain from this change only if the Parliament or 
Council raises duly justified reasons. In this event, Arti-
cle 41 FR would apply.

No objection was notified within the deadline (28 Octo-
ber).

European Ombudsman 4/2013

The European Ombudsman intends to make a series of 
transfers of relatively small amounts under Article 25 
FR, to optimalise use of 2013 appropriations. The total 
amounts to EUR 63.000

See documents in the dossier for further information

21.  Buildings policy

  Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier

 Any possible request

Article 203(5) of the Financial Regulation foresees a con-
sultation of the Parliament when a building project is 
likely to have a significant financial impact for the EU's 
budget. Article 203(7)(iii) defines "significant impact" as 
one arising from any new building contract with an an-
nual charge of at least EUR 750 000. EP Rules of Proce-
dure state that the BUDG committee is responsible, inter 
alia, for: "opinions concerning buildings-related projects 
with significant financial implications." 

In addition, Agencies, in their Financial Regulations, 
have norms which mandate their Management Boards to 
notify the Parliament of their intention to implement any 
project which may have "significant financial implica-
tions", in particular, any projects relating to renting or 
purchasing property.

Exchange of views on the opinion on the short-term accommodation 
for the European Banking Authority (EBA) in London (UK)

Considering the duly justified concerns the BUDG 
committee raised during exchange of views at its meet-
ings on September 26 and October 2 about the notifica-
tion of the short-term office solution of the EBA, and 
following the receipt of the notification documents on 
October 4, the BUDG committee decided to draft a 

formal opinion, upon the recommendation of Mrs
Hohlmeier, Standing Rapporteur for Building Policy. 

This decision, along with the extension of the deadline 
for the opinion by 2 weeks (until November 15), was 
communicated in a letter dated October 15 of BUDG 
Chairman Alain Lamassoure to the EBA. The BUDG 
committee will discuss the communication between the 
EBA and Standing Rapporteur and the draft opinion on 
November 5 and vote to adopt on the opinion on No-
vember 14.  

According to EBA, once established as of January 2011, 
it inherited the rental contract from CEBS (Committee 
of European Banking Supervisors), for the Tower 42 
building in London with a maturity on 24 December 
2014. There was a need for an expansion of the current 
office space for the EBA due to growing number of 
staff, and to accommodate large groups for meetings, 
such as the EBA Board of Supervisors.

To address immediate needs for additional office space 
in the short term, the EBA rented the remaining   part of 
9th floor (additional 544 m²), 5th floor on 30 Old Broad 
Street (ca. 529 m²) for the large meeting room (including 
break out areas, kitchen, and reception) and extended the 
lease on Leaf C (276 m²) on floor 20 at the beginning of 
2013.The building on 30 Old Broad Street belongs to the 
same office complex, offers better floor plan for a large 
meeting room and is financially more favourable in 
comparison with the current rent EBA pays at Tower 42.

The rental agreements for this additional office space are 
to run until 24 December 2014, in line with the current 
contracts. This short-term project provides EBA with a 
solution to its immediate needs while it launches a new 
project for long-term accommodation. 

End of voting time

22.   Reporting of the work of the Joint Working
Group Bureau/Budg

       Chair of BUDG delegation : G. Lyon

No meeting has taken place since last BUDG meeting

23.   Any other business

24.  Next meetings : 14 November - 15.00 - 18.30


