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Thursday 14 November 2013
From 15.00 – 18.30
Brussels - Room ASP 5G-3

In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman

1.    Adoption of agenda

2.   Chairman's announcements

2.1.   Languages available

Available : BG, CS, DA, DE, EN, ES, FR, HR, HU, 
IT, LV, NL, PL, PT, SV, SK

2.2.  Webstreaming

Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the
following link: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the
microphone to make an intervention the camera will 
be automatically directed to the speaker.

2.3. European Parliamentary Week 2014

Members are informed that the European Parliamentary 
Week 2014 will take place in Brussels from 20-22 Janu-
ary 2014; the BUDG Interparliamentary Committee 
Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 22 January, from 
09h00 to 11h30. 

2.4. Other announcements

The latest implementation and "RAL" figures of 
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following
Intranet link:
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/polde
ptd/pid/2303

3.    Approval of minutes of : 

 17 October 2013

 22 October 2013

COMMITTEE ON
BUDGETS
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4.  Outcome of the Budgetary Conciliation of 
     11 November 2013

Members of the EP delegation to the conciliation of the 
11 November will inform BUDG members of the out-
come of this meeting. 

In the early hours of 12 November, the Conciliation 
committee reached an agreement on the joint conclusions 
on Budget 2014. BUDG members can find the text of the 
joint conclusions in the dossier of the meeting.

The overall level of commitment appropriations was 
agreed at €142.6 billion and of payment appropriations at 
€135.5 billion.

The outcome of budgetary conciliation 2014 takes into 
account most of the priorities of the Parliament in terms 
of commitment appropriations.

In Heading 1a, the Parliament managed to ensure that the 
frontloading for Horizon 2020, Erasmus + and COSME 
is secured as agreed during MFF negotiations. On top of 
that commitments additional appropriations were agreed 
for Social Dialogue and Digital Agenda.

In Heading 1b, the Conciliation committee agreed to 
reinforce support for Cyprus, as well as to accommodate 
the Parliament's request for additional appropriations for 2 
macroregional strategies - for the Danube and the Baltic 
Sea Region. On top of that, the European Fund for the 
most deprived will receive additional appropriations for 
next year, but to be compensated by transfers from the 
European Social Fund.

In Heading 2 the level of DB was secured with the addi-
tion of €1 million for EU's participation in World Expo in 
Milan.

For Heading 3, the Parliament secured all its priorities in 
commitment appropriations, notably for communication, 
citizens, multimedia actions, rights and citizenship pro-
gramme.

In Heading 4 the increases in commitment appropriations 
requested by the Parliament for a number of instruments 
were taken onboard in the final agreement, as well as the 
new nomenclature for the Development Cooperation 
Instruments. EU Special Representatives will remain in 

Heading 4 with a possible transfer to the EEAS budget in 
2015, as agreed in a joint statement to the conclusions.

For Heading 5, establishment plans were agreed as sug-
gested in the draft budget for all institutions, except the 
European Parliament, for which its own reading will apply. 
The three institutions committed to a joint statement 
agreeing to swiftly take a decision on a DAB adding the 
amounts for salary adjustments should the expected ruling 
of the Court of Justice be against the decision of the 
Council. Pensions for former MEPs were transferred to 
the Commission's budget, where the existing administra-
tive preconditions would allow for their efficient and cost-
effective treatment.

The level of payments agreed is some €500 million higher
than the figure proposed by the Council, but €400 million 
less than the amount requested by the Parliament.

Budgetary remarks and PP/PAs were mostly taken as 
voted by the Parliament.

While, in accordance with article 314(7) TFUE, Plenary is 
expected to directly endorse next week the joint text 
agreed by the Conciliation Committee, BUDG Committee 
is expected to endorse the following adjustments needed 
to properly reflect the agreement reached by the Concilia-
tion Committee.

*

With a view to reflect the achieved deal, BUDG Commit-
tee will have to endorse two adjustments in order to trans-
late the content of the agreement, with a view to their 
possible adoption in Plenary next week:

- mobilisation of the Flexibility instrument, for 89 million 
under Heading 1b (report Dehaene),

- DAB 9/2013 (mobilisation of the EU Solidarity Fund) 
was also agreed for an amount of 250 million (the other 
150 million being postponed to 2014), in parallel with the 
additional financing of 200 million for research lines, as 
foreseen in the global transfer (report La Via).

Procedurally, Council should then accept EP's amend-
ments reflecting the agreement, in line with art 314.4.c 
TFUE, so that the DAB can be considered as finally 
adopted.
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5.  Multiannual Financial Framework for the
     years 2014-2020

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene 

 Exchange of views
Following the political agreement on the next multiannual 
financial framework (MFF) reached on 27 June at the level 
of the Presidents of the three institutions, Parliament 
adopted on 3 July a resolution which endorsed by a clear 
majority the outcome of these negotiations, pending cer-
tain conditions, including a political agreement on the 
relevant legal bases, especially on elements that are also 
reflected in the MFF Regulation (MFFR), and the respect 
of Council's commitment to adopt further amending 
budgets to avoid any shortfall in payment appropriations 
during the current year.

On 17 October, in the absence of any Council's position 
on DAB 8/2013, the Conference of Presidents decided, 
for the second time, to withdraw the vote on the MFF 
from the October II agenda. The vote in BUDG was 
postponed accordingly, pending the delivery on the above 
conditions. 

Following an internal written procedure within Council, its 
position on DAB 8/2013 was formally adopted on 30 
October. A vote may take place in BUDG on the MFF 
Regulation, in view of a possible formal approval in Plena-
ry during November part-session, bearing in mind that 
BUDG already adopted its opinion to the AFCO report 
on the IIA.

Following the conclusion of the negotiations on the 
Common Provisions Regulation, Members will be in-
formed of any possible impact on the text of the MFFR, 
in particular its Article 8.

5 amendments were tabled to the recommendation to 
Plenary on the MFFR.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

5 Sept. BUDG Pres. of draft recommenda-
tion (MFFR) and opinion (IIA)

19 Sept. BUDG Deadline for AMs
9 Oct. BUDG Vote opinion IIA
14 Oct. AFCO Vote on IIA

14 Nov. (tbc) BUDG Vote MFF recommendation

Nov (tbc) Plenary Vote on MFFR and IIA

6. Mobilisation of the E.G.F. (application
    EGF/2012/011 DL/Vestas - Denmark

Rapporteur: J. Kozlowski

 Exchange of views

The BUDG Committee will discuss a Draft Report con-
taining a Decision of the European Parliament and of the 
Council to mobilize EGF assistance accompanied with the 
transfer of appropriations DEC 28/2013. 

The EGF contribution of EUR 6 364 643 is foreseen for 
re-integration into the labour market of 611 redundant 
workers from Vestas Group involved in wind turbine 
manufacturing from Denmark.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

14 Nov. BUDG Exchange of views
15 Nov. BUDG Deadline for AMs
25-26 Nov. EMPL Vote 
27 Nov. BUDG Vote

Dec. Plenary Vote

7.  Mobilisation of the E.G.F. (application
     EGF/2013/001 FI/Nokia from Finland

Rapporteur:  J. Naranjo

 Exchange of views

The BUDG Committee will discuss a Draft Report con-
taining a Decision of the European Parliament and of the 
Council to mobilize EGF assistance accompanied with the 
transfer of appropriations DEC 31/2013. 

The EGF contribution of EUR 9 810 000 is foreseen for 
re-integration into the labour market of 3 719 redundant 
workers from Nokia plc, Nokia Siemens Networks and 30 
of its suppliers and subcontractors from Finland.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

14 Nov. BUDG Exchange of views
15 Nov. BUDG Deadline for AMs
25-26 Nov. EMPL Vote
27 Nov. BUDG Vote

Dec. Plenary Vote
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8.  Mobilisation of the E.G.F.(application
     EGF/2013/003 DE/First Solar from Germany

Rapporteur:  N. Neynsky

 Exchange of views

The BUDG Committee will discuss a Draft Report con-
taining a Decision of the European Parliament and of the 
Council to mobilize EGF assistance accompanied with the 
transfer of appropriations DEC 32/2013. 

The EGF contribution of EUR 2 305 357 is foreseen for 
re-integration into the labour market of 875 redundant 
workers from First Solar Manufacturing GmbH operating 
in solar energy from Germany.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

14 Nov. BUDG Exchange of views
15 Nov. BUDG Deadline for AMs
25-26 Nov. EMPL Vote 
27 Nov. BUDG Vote

Dec. Plenary Vote

9.  European Long-term Investment Funds

Rapporteur:  E. Gardiazabal

 Exchange of views

The Rapporteur of this draft legislative opinion to the 
ECON committee was also Rapporteur in BUDG for the 
own initiative report leading to the EP resolution of 26 
October 2012 on innovative financial instruments in the 
context of the next Multiannual Financial Framework 
(2012/2027(INI)). In it, EP called amongst others on the 
Commission to submit quickly proposals to facilitate the 
release of savings and underused resource at present, to 
support long-term projects which generate sustainable 
growth in the Union.

The Commission legislative proposal under consideration 
responds to this call.

Still some adjustments are desirable.

Some related documents:

EESC opinion 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.eco-
opinions.28957

Library briefing: 
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAre
aPostDetail.form?postId=57798

Calendar:

Date Body Event

14 Nov. BUDG Presentation of Draft opinion
20 Nov.- noon BUDG Deadline for AMs
27 Nov. or 2 
Dec.

BUDG Adoption of Final opinion

25 Nov. ECON Presentation of Draft Report
2 Dec. ECON Deadline for AMs
20-21 Jan. ECON Vote

tbc Plenary Vote

10.  Presentation of a study: 
      “The Strategic Impact and Cost-effectiveness
     of EU Budget Support with regard to 
      supporting Democratic Transitions in 
      Southern Mediterranean Countries: Case
     Studies”

The study, under the supervision of Ms Neynsky (EPP) 
and Ms Brantner (Greens), analyses to what extent EU 
budget support provided to Southern Mediterranean 
countries has changed due to the Arab Spring and to what 
extent it has contributed to democratic transition in these 
countries. 

Voting time

11.   Multiannual Financial Framework for the
        years 2014-2020

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene 

 Consideration and adoption

See point 5
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12.  Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument –
      financing of the Cypriot Structural Funds
      programmes

Rapporteur:  J.L. Dehaene

 Consideration and adoption

See point 4

13.  Space surveillance and tracking support
      programme

Rapporteur : M. Carvalho

 Consideration and adoption

The Committee will vote on the Rapporteur's draft opin-
ion and the proposed amendments to the Decision estab-
lishing a space surveillance and tracking support pro-
gramme (lead committee: ITRE).

The draft Decision aims at building up an independent 
European capability of space surveillance and tracking 
('SST') so as to prevent and monitor the growing risk of 
collision between space infrastructures and other space-
craft or space debris. 

The Rapporteur's draft opinion seeks to improve the 
financing provisions of the draft Decision notably by 
making sure that both EGNOS/Galileo and Copernicus, 
who will be among the main beneficiaries of the SST 
capability, are also its primary contributors. The use of the 
Internal Security Fund and of Horizon 2020, in particular, 
should be strictly limited to their remits.

In order to strike a balance between the flexibility needed 
to advance the programme and the desired level of parlia-
mentary oversight, the Rapporteur proposes to specify the 
breakdown of the envelope in the legal act and to empow-
er the Commission to adopt delegated acts in order to 
clarify the funding arrangements and priorities as well as 
to deviate significantly from the set breakdown when 
necessary.

In addition to the 12 amendments tabled by the Rappor-
teur, two further amendments have been tabled.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

17 Oct. BUDG Exchange of views
24 Oct. - 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
14 Nov. BUDG Vote
16 Dec. ITRE Vote

tbc Plenary Vote

14.  Copernicus Programme

Rapporteur:  M. Carvalho

 Consideration and adoption

The Committee will vote on the Rapporteur's draft opin-
ion and the proposed amendments to the Regulation 
establishing the Copernicus Programme (lead committee: 
ITRE).

Copernicus is the successor of the European Earth Ob-
servation Programme GMES (Global Monitoring for 
Environment and Security). As part of the MFF agree-
ment, it would have a dedicated budget line under Head-
ing 1a with an amount of EUR 3 786 million in 2011 
prices (EUR 4 291 million in current prices) for seven 
years. As a large scale project, this amount is a maximum 
set by the MFF Regulation itself.

The Rapporteur's draft opinion aims at bringing more 
transparency as well as more information and involvement 
of the European Parliament, notably as regards the break-
down of the Copernicus envelope, the evolution of its 
costs and the forms of Union funding, in line with other 
comparable MFF programmes. The proposed amend-
ments would also formalise the involvement of users and 
stakeholders by building on the 'User Forum' established 
under the GMES Regulation. Finally, the Rapporteur 
insists on the financial contribution which Copernicus 
should provide to the Space Surveillance and Tracking 
Support Programme.

In addition to the 17 amendments tabled by the Rappor-
teur, a further 8 amendments have been tabled.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

17 Oct. BUDG Exchange of views
24 Oct. - 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
14 Nov. BUDG Vote
28 Nov. ITRE Vote

tbc Plenary Vote
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15.  EU Member States preparedness to an 
      effective and timely start of the new Cohesion
     Policy Programming period

Rapporteur:  F. Daerden

 Consideration and adoption

The Members will vote on Mr Daerden's draft opinion on 
Member States preparedness to an effective and timely 
start of the new cohesion policy programming period, 
presented at the meeting of 17 October 2013. 

The draft report of REGI will be voted on 28.11.2013 
with plenary adoption in January (tbc).

9 amendments were received with in the deadline.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

17 Oct. BUDG 1st exchange of views 
24 Oct.
(18h00)

BUDG Deadline for AMs 

14 Nov. BUDG Vote 
28 Nov. REGI Vote lead committee

Jan. 2014 (tbc) Plenary Vote 

16.  Protocol between the European Union and
     the Kingdom of Morocco setting out the 
      fishing opportunities and financial contribu-
     tion provided for in the Fisheries Partnership

    Agreement in force between the two Parties

Rapporteur:  F. Alfonsi

 Consideration and adoption

The EU negotiates a new fisheries agreement with the 
Kingdom of Morocco. The main aim of the protocol to 
the agreement is to provide fishing opportunities for EU 
vessels in the waters of the Kingdom of Morocco. The 
new protocol covers a period of four years from 2014 and 
provides for a total financial contribution of EUR 120 584 
000. The rapporteur is against the new protocol.

1 amendment has been tabled.

17.  Protocol between the EU and the Gabonese
     Republic setting out fishing opportunities 
      and the financial contribution provided for in
     the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between
     the two Parties currently in force

Rapporteur:  F. Alfonsi

 Consideration and adoption

The EU negotiates a new fisheries agreement with the 
Gabonese Republic. The main aim of the protocol to the 
agreement is to provide fishing opportunities for EU 
vessels in the waters of the Gabonese Republic. The new 
protocol covers a period of three years from 1 July 2013 
and provides for a total financial contribution of EUR 4 
161 000. The rapporteur supports the new protocol.

No amendment has been tabled.

18.  Management of expenditure relating to the
       food chain, animal health and animal 
       welfare, and relating to plant health and
       plant reproductive material

Rapporteur:  G. La Via

 Consideration and adoption

The Commission is proposing a maximum amount of 
EUR 1 891,936 million for expenditure in relation to food 
and feed during the whole period 2014-2020. The objec-
tives are a high level of safety of food and food produc-
tion systems, a higher animal health status and animal 
welfare, the detection and eradication of pests, to ensure 
an effective implementation of official controls. 

4 amendments have been tabled

Calendar:

5 Nov BUDG exchange of views
6 Nov 12.00 Deadline for AMs 
14 Nov BUDG vote
26 Nov AGRI vote
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19.  Budget 2013 - Section III – Commission

Rapporteur: G. La Via

 Any transfer request

DEC 30/2013

DEC 30/2013 concerns the transfer, in commitment 
appropriations, of EUR 5 million from line 17 04 01 01 -
Animal disease eradication and monitoring programmes and moni-
toring of the physical conditions of animals that could pose a public 
health risk linked to an external factor - New measures, to line 11 
02 01 01 Intervention in fishery products - New measures.

EUR 5 million are requested for intervention measures on 
fisheries markets for the calendar year 2013. Since from 
2014 the legal base changes, and the current system of 
interventions disappears, it is necessary to cover the com-
mitments corresponding to the additional claims submit-
ted by the Member States late in the year from the 2013 
budget. This can be financed through redeployment from 
line 17 04 01 01 since, following the downward review by 
some Member States of their annual programme relating 
to the eradication of the TSE (transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathy) disease, the EU contribution to this 
action will be lower than initially requested. 

20.  Budget 2013 – Other Sections

Rapporteur: D. Vaughan

 Any transfer request

Please see meeting documents for details

1°) Committee of Regions INF 5/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 (1)(2) 
procedure. 

The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
2100 "Purchase, servicing and maintenance of equipment 
and software, and related work" in order to allow the 
CoR/EESC to replace some network switches, that were 
acquired as far back as 2007 and are now becoming obso-
lete (with support ending in 2015). The CoR contributes 
its share to the joint CoR/EESC expenditure in accord-
ance with the existing cooperation agreement. 

The amount concerned (CoR share) is € 59,234.

2°) Committee of Regions INF 6/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 (1)(2) 
procedure. 

The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
2100 "Purchase, servicing and maintenance of equipment 
and software, and related work" in order to allow the CoR 
to replace the outdated ELS application (computerised 
management of inventory) by a more efficient and secure 
tool, i.e. ABAC Assets.

The amount concerned is € 40,000.

3°) Committee of Regions INF 7/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 (1)(2) 
procedure. 

The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
1633 "Mobility/transport" in order to allow the CoR to 
pay all the requests for reimbursement of public transport 
tickets under the framework of the mobility policy.
The amount concerned is € 8,000.

4°) Committee of Regions INF 8/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 (1)(2) 
procedure. 
The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
2602 "Edition and distribution of paper, audio visual, 
electronic or web-based (Internet/Intranet) information 
supports" in order to allow the CoR to finance the "Her-
mes" system and external editing. Investment in the 
"Hermes" database will increase the capacity of dissemina-
tion of key media information and support better the 
political work of the CoR.

The amount concerned is € 62,000.

5°) European Ombudsman 5/2013

It is proposed to transfer EUR 15 000 under the FR 
Article 25 (3) procedure:

- from Item 1080 "Allowances and expenses on entering 
and leaving the service" (actual consumption below expec-
tation),
- to Item 3300 "Studies".

The new European Ombudsman took up her functions 
on 1 October 2013. She considers that this is the appro-
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priate moment for an external consultant to analyse the 
organisational structure and procedures of her new Office, 
with an eye to identifying possibilities for improvements.

6°) EEAS 2/2013

The EEAS intends to transfer EUR 500 000 under the FR 
Article 25 (1)(2) procedure to the item 1503 Crèches and 
childcare facilities (multiplying by two initial appropria-
tions). Because of a shortage of appropriations last year, 
2012 expenses had to be paid this year for a total of 417 
360 euros. In addition, this type of costs can be calculated 
only ex post.

These resources can be found entirely in item 3002 Other 
expenditure related to staff, thanks to savings generated by 
the reform of the High Level Traineeship Programme by a 
Joint Decision of the Commission and the High Repre-
sentative.

7°) Court of Auditors V/AB-07/C/l3

In accordance with Article 25.1 of the Financial Regula-
tion, the Court of Auditors intends to transfer a total of 
EUR 387 000 from Item 2000 – Rent.

The main lines reinforced (please see documents for de-
tails) are as follows:

- EUR 180.000 to Article 270 - Limited consultations, 
studies and surveys

The Court intends to examine whether the provisions for 
employee benefits in respect of the Pension Scheme of 
European Officials (PSEO) and of the Joint Sickness 
Insurance Scheme (JSIS) covering retired staff of the EU 
reported in its Consolidated Accounts as at 31st Decem-
ber 2013 have been properly estimated. According to the 
accounts as at 3l December 2012, the combined provi-
sions of the two schemes amounted to 41.535 million 
euro, about one-fifth of the total liabilities of the Europe-
an Union.

This examination is a highly specialised exercise requiring 
the services of actuarial experts. The Court does not have 
such expertise in-house and thus intends to use appropri-
ately qualified external consultants. It is important to carry 
out this exercise now because:
• the new Staff Regulations will come into force on 1st 
January 2014 and the accuracy of the provision carried 
forward in respect of the “old” Staff Regulations thus 
takes on a particular significance;

• the large amounts involved;
• the increasing political sensitivity of pensions liabilities 
generally; and
• the time since the Court last carried out a similar exercise 
(for the Consolidated Accounts as at 31st December 
2006).

- EUR 53 000 to Article 274 - Production and distribution

The Court constantly improves contact with other EU 
institutions, develops and expands its publications and 
also established a new much more user-friendly website to 
inform EU citizens about its works and output. The Court 
still needs to work on and improve effectiveness of rela-
tions with press and media, as well as to focus its partici-
pation in external events at the highest professional level.

The funds requested will be invested inter alia into im-
provement of the communication aspects of audit tasks 
for the better informing the public and stakeholders about 
the main findings and recommendations, into preparations 
of the new layout and content of the Court’s special re-
ports and special briefing papers, as well as into monitor-
ing and evaluation of the effectiveness of the Court’s 
communication tools and channels.

- EUR 150 000 to Article 212 – Furniture

The Court needs to cover the acquisition of a large num-
ber of staff office and meeting room chairs that need 
replacing following a review. Approximately 10 years have 
passed since the last significant renewal.

21.  Buildings policy

Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier

 Any possible request

Postponed

End of voting time

22.  Reporting of the work of the Joint Working
Group Bureau/BUDG
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Members of the Delegation of BUDG may report on the 
last meeting of the Joint Working group that took place on 
Tuesday 12 November.

23.  Any other business

Proposal for a decision of the European Par-
liament and of the Council on granting an 
EU guarantee to the European Investment 
Bank against losses under financing opera-
tions supporting investment projects outside 
the Union
(COM(2013)0293 – C7-0145/2013 –
2013/0152(COD))

Rapporteur: I. Kalfin

After adoption of the legislative report (and of a decision 
to set up a negotiating team and give it mandate to enter 
negotiations) in BUDG meeting of 5 November, the first 
trilogue with the Lithuanian presidency and Commisison 
took place on 7 November. The next trilogue will take 
place on Monday 18 November from 7 to 10 p.m.
The negotiating team may report discussions so far to the 
BUDG committee.

Applicable Rules for trilogues

1. EP Rules of Procedure: (new) Rule 70 and the Annex 
XXI, "Code of conduct for negotiating in the context 
of the ordinary legislative procedures" 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getLastRules.d
o?language=EN&reference=TOC

2. The Joint declaration on Codecision available 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/Result.do?arg0=joint+declaration&arg
1=codecision+&arg2=parliament&titre=titre&chlang
=en&RechType=RECH_mot&Submit=Search

24.  Next meeting: 

• 27 November: 09.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30


