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Monday 9 December 2013
From 18.30 – 20.30
Strasbourg - Room SDM 5

In the Chair: A. Lamassoure, Chair

1.    Adoption of agenda

2.    Chairman's announcements

2.1.    Languages available

Available : BG, CS, DE, EN, ES, FR, HU, IT, NL, PL, 
PT

2.2.   Webstreaming

Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the
following link: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the
microphone to make an intervention the camera will 
be automatically directed to the speaker.

2.4.   Other announcements

The latest implementation and "RAL" figures of 
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following
Intranet link:

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/polde
ptd/pid/2303

3.     Approval of minutes of : 

 14 November 2013

 27 November 2013

COMMITTEE ON
BUDGETS
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4.  Budget 2015 – Other Sections

 Exchange of views

The Members of the committee might appoint the Rap-
porteur for the Budget 2015 - Other sections and possibly 
hold a preliminary exchange of views.

5.  European Public Prosecutor’s Office

Rapporteur:  A; Lamassoure

 Exchange of views

The Committee will have an exchange of views on the 
Commission proposal for a Council Regulation establish-
ing the European Public Prosecutors' Office (EPPO) in 
order to combat crimes affecting the financial interest of 
the Union. LIBE is the lead committee and BUDG has 
been asked to provide an opinion. The Commission pro-
posal defines the competences of the EPPO which will be 
structured after a “decentralised” model comprising a 
small central team of the European Public Prosecutor 
(EPP) and four deputies that would then work through a 
system of European Delegated Prosecutors (EDPs) in 
each participating Member State. 

From a budgetary perspective the objective is that the 
creation of the EPPO should be as cost-effective as possi-
ble. A new budget line would be created under Heading 3 
(33.03.YY.YY, called EPPO). The central headquarters 
would be set up using part of OLAF's current resources, 
and the corresponding credits to finance the transferred 
staff would be reduced in the establishment plan and 
budget of OLAF. Limited additional costs would be put 
aside to the positions of the delegated Prosecutors. The 
Prosecutor Office would rely on the administrative sup-
port of Eurojust. The estimated cost for 2023 (when full 
staff level of 235 posts is achieved) is approximately 35 
million EUR. 

It should be noted that 14 fourteen chambers of national 
Parliaments have sent reasoned opinions on the EPPO 
proposal in accordance with Protocol 2 to the Treaties on 
the application of the principles of subsidiarity and pro-
portionality raising concerns about the respect of these 
principles. 

On 27 November 2013 the Commission published a 
Communication on the review of the EPPO proposal in 

which the Commission confirms that its proposal com-
plies with the principle of subsidiarity and therefore de-
cides to maintain the proposal.  

Provisional calendar : 

Date Body Event

9 Dec. BUDG Exchange of views
6 Jan. – 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
22-23 Jan. BUDG Possible discussion of AMs and Vote
12-13 Feb. LIBE Vote
March (tbc) Plenary Vote

Voting time

6.  Budget 2013 - Section III – Commission

Rapporteur: G. La Via

 DEC 42, 43, 44, 46

 Any transfer request

These are the four last 2013 transfer requests still pending 
(with the exception of the year-end transfer mopping up 
unused 2013 payments, which will be presented in January 
2014). A short description is presented below. For more 
detailed information, please refer to the Commission’s 
proposals included in the meeting dossier.

DEC 42/2013 is a transfer by EUR 17.75 million (com-
mitments and payments) from several under-implemented 
lines, mostly direct payments, to 05 02 08 11 - Aid to 
producer groups for preliminary recognition, for which 
the expenditure incurred by Member States 
(EUR 343.4 million) is far  higher than the 2013 budget's 
voted appropriations (EUR 253 million). 

Commission covered the difference through internal 
transfers for an amount of around EUR 73 million. The 
17.75 million foreseen by DEC 42 aim at filling the re-
maining gap. 

DEC 43/2013, presented by the Commission on 18 No-
vember, aims at transferring 78 million (commitments and 
payments) from staff expenditure to building expenditure 
lines in the Commission's budget, with a view to anticipate 
the payment of some rents and ease the financing, in a 
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context of low MFF ceilings, of a possible 2011 and / or 
2012 salary adjustment(s) in 2014. 

Available amounts stem mostly from the non-utilisation of 
appropriations entered in 2013 Budget to cover any salary 
adjustment.

In addition to 2012 salary adjustment, still pending in 
Court, Court's ruling explicitly mentions an upcoming new 
proposal from the COM on 2011 adjustment. According-
ly, the funds are likely to still be needed in 2014. 

Council’s budgetary committee rejected this transfer re-
quest on 5 December. According to the Financial Regula-
tion, in case of divergent positions between Parliament 
and Council, the lower of the two amounts shall be 
deemed approved. Therefore, the corresponding appro-
priations should stay unused and be part of the 2013 
surplus.

More information is included in the dossier. 

DEC 44/2013 is a transfer by EUR 30 million (in com-
mitments) from 01 03 02 Macro-financial assistance to 23 
02 01 Humanitarian aid.

EUR 20 million is needed to complement the Philippines 
Government’s and other donors' efforts in providing 
assistance to the people most affected by the recent disas-
ter (food assistance/livelihood support, shelter, health).

EUR 10 million will address humanitarian needs following 
floods in Somalia.

These amounts can be made available due the lack of an 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) arrangement in Egypt, 
which has rendered the adoption EU macro-financial 
assistance (MFA) to this country impossible before the 
end of 2013.

DEC 46/2013 is a transfer by EUR 30 million (in com-
mitments) from 01 03 02 Macro-financial assistance to 19 
08 01 01 European Neighbourhood and Partnership 
financial cooperation with Mediterranean countries.

This amount will support Syria’s neighbouring countries 
following influxes of an increasing number of Syrian 
refugees. It will be devoted to the health and education 
sectors, both for government-provided services and aid in 
refugee camps.  

EUR 30 million can be redeployed from MFA:

- EUR 23 million corresponding to grant element of the 
MFA decision for Georgia, given the state of play for the 
current IMF programme for Georgia, which will not allow 
for the disbursement of the funds in 2013,

- EUR 7 million since the negotiations on the Memoran-
dum of Understanding, the Loan Facility Agreement and 
the Grant Agreement relating to the MFA-operation in the 
Kyrgyz Republic are taking longer than expected, and 
commitments cannot be made before the year-end 2013.

14.  Budget 2013 – Other Sections

Rapporteur: D. Vaughan

 Any transfer request

No final annual salary adjustment decision could be made 
for the periods from 1.7.2011 and from 1.7.2012, until 
now.

For the first one a new Commission proposal is now 
expected after the recent Court ruling, for the second one 
the Court ruling is yet to come.

As a result some 2013 appropriations will be unused on a 
certain number of lines in the institutions ‘budgets. They 
have proposed to transfer them to lines where needs have 
arisen, or the possibility to make anticipated payments so 
as to reduce costs as recommended by the Court of audi-
tors (buildings). 

The following transfers are concerned, for the following 
amounts:

- EDPS 3/2013 under Article 25.1:EUR 320 000
- EEAS 3/2013 under Article 25.3 and Article 27 of the FR: 
   EUR 10 800 000
- EESC INF5/2013 under Article 25.1 of the FR
   EUR 2 754 000
- EESC DEC 1/2013 under Article 25.3 and Article 27 of the
   FR EUR 1 675 000
- CoR INF 10/2013 under Article 25.1 of the FR
   EUR 1 800 000
- CoR DEC 1/2013 under Article 25.3 and Article 27 of the FR
   EUR 586 787
- CoJ 7/2013 under Article 25.1 of the FR EUR 6 550 000
- CoJ 8/2013 under Article 25.3 and Article 27 of the FR
   EUR 47 000
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COMBUD rejected these transfer requests on 5 Decem-
ber. According to the Financial Regulation (Art 27 para. 
6), in case the positions of the Parliament and of the 
Council diverge, the lower of the two amounts shall be 
deemed approved. 

In this case therefore, the corresponding appropriations 
should remain unused and be part of the 2013 surplus.

In addition the following transfers have been notified:

- EP C11: EUR 60 000 are needed to cover the cost of 
Language and data-processing courses for Members (do-
nor budget line is transitional allowances for MEPs).

- CoR INF 9: it is proposed to frontload EUR 540 807 
annual lease payments; the freed appropriations in 2014 
will be used to finance projects to improve energy effi-
ciency of CoR/EESC buildings.

15.  Buildings policy

Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier

 Any possible request

End of voting time

9.   Reporting of the work of the Joint Working
Group Bureau/Budg

       Chair of BUDG delegation : G. Lyon

The last Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting in 2013 
took place on Wednesday, December 4. The BUDG 
delegation was represented by Mr. George Lyon and 
Mrs. Monika Hohlmeier, while the Bureau was repre-
sented by Vice-Presidents Mr. Gianni Pittella and Mr. 
Alejo Vidal-Quadras. 

During the meeting, the following three main issues were 
discussed: 

1. Progress with signing the Cooperation Agreements 
with two Advisory Committees (Members will receive 
the text of the agreement in due course); 

2. "On-demand" translation of amendments at commit-
tee stage (members agreed with the approach proposed 
by Secretary-General Mr. Klaus Welle); and 

3. Information on the implementation of the 5% travel 
cost reduction in 2013. The next meeting of the JWG 
will take place in January (the date will be communicat-
ed). 

The JWG will continue its activities in the current format 
until the end of the current legislative term in mid-2014. 

10.   Reporting on the trilogue on EIB external
      mandate under Rule 70 (COM(2013)0293 -
      2013/0152(COD))

     Rapporteur: I. Kalfin 

Postponed in the absence of the Rapporteur

11.  Any other business


