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Thursday 17 October 2013
From 15.00 to 18.30
Brussels - Room JAN 6Q2

In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman

1.    Adoption of agenda

2.    Chairman's announcements

2.1.    Languages available

Available : BG, CS, DE, EL, EN, ES, FR, HR, HU, IT, 
LT, LV, MT, NL, PL, PT, SV, RO, SK

Not available : DA, FI, ET, SL

2.2.   Webstreaming

Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the
following link: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the
microphone to make an intervention the camera will 
be automatically directed to the speaker.

2.3.   Other announcements

The latest implementation and "RAL" figures of 
the 2013 Budget are now available at the following
Intranet link:

http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/cms/polde
ptd/pid/2303

3.     Approval of minutes of : 

 2-3 October 2013

COMMITTEE ON
BUDGETS
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4.  Outcome of the budgetary trilogue 16 October

Members of the EP delegation to the trilogue of 16 Octo-
ber will inform BUDG members of the outcome of this 
meeting. 

The topics on the agenda are Budget 2014 (including AL 1 
and 2), Budget 2013 (DABs 6, 7, 8, and 9) and the ACER 
Agency.

As a reminder, the Parliament will vote on Council's posi-
tion on Budget 2014 on 23 October in Strasbourg. 

After that the conciliation period will be commence as of 
24 October and will last until 13 November.

Budget 2013

5.  Multiannual Financial Framework for the
      years 2014-2020

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene 

 Consideration and adoption

Following the political agreement on the next multiannual 
financial framework (MFF) reached on 27 June at the level 
of the Presidents of the three institutions, Parliament 
adopted on 3 July a resolution which endorsed by a clear 
majority the outcome of these negotiations, pending cer-
tain conditions, including a political agreement on the 
relevant legal bases, especially on elements that are also 
reflected in the MFF Regulation (MFFR), and the respect 
of Council's commitment to adopt further amending 
budgets to avoid any shortfall in payment appropriations 
during the current year.

On 5 September, the Conference of Presidents followed 
the recommendation of the MFF Contact Group to post-
pone the vote in Plenary to at least October II, notably to 
check on the delivery of the above conditions.

Depending on whether these conditions will be met by 
Council before the meeting, notably in relation to DAB 
8/2013, a vote may take place in BUDG on the MFF 
Regulation, bearing in mind that BUDG already adopted, 
during its last meeting, its opinion to the AFCO report on 
the IIA.

5 amendments were tabled to the recommendation to 
Plenary on the MFFR.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

5 Sept. BUDG Pres.of draft recommendation   
(MFFR) and opinion (IIA)

19 Sept.-12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
9 Oct. BUDG Vote opinion IIA
14 Oct. AFCO Vote on IIA
17 Oct. (tbc) BUDG Vote MFF recommendation 

Oct. II (tbc) Plenary Vote on MFFR and IIA

6. Draft Amending Budget n° 7/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Consideration and possible adoption of a draft report (tbc)

DAB 7/2013, which the Commission adopted on 27 July, 
concerns the increase of commitment appropriations by 
150 million EUR in Heading 1b for the year 2013 in order 
to address "certain issues" resulting from the outcome of 
the MFF negotiations in favour of France, Italy and Spain.

It is presented as an answer to the request made by the 
European Council of June of immediate actions to be 
taken before the start of the new programming period to 
tackle youth unemployment in these Member States.

The Commission proposes to increase the European 
Social Fund for 2013 as follows:

Budget 
line

Heading 1b CA (EUR)

04 02 17 ESF - Convergence 16 683 215
04 02 19 ESF - Regional competitive-

ness and employment
133 316 785

Total 150 000 000

The total amount would be covered by:
- the available margin under Heading 1b (EUR 15.95
  Mio)
- the Flexibility instrument to be mobilized for the
   remaining amount of EUR 134.05 Mio on top of the
  MFF ceilings, according to point 27 of the current IIA
  (see also under point 7 below).
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It could be discussed together with point 7-17 (corre-
sponding mobilisation of the flexibility instrument) and 9 
(opinion on the change of the underlying legal basis). 

Council adopted its position on DAB 7/2013 on 30 Sep-
tember, leaving Commission's proposal unchanged. A 
vote may take place on the Rapporteur’s draft report (no 
amendment tabled), in view of a possible adoption in 
Plenary next week. 

7.  Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to
     complement the financing in the general 
     budget of the EU for 2013 towards the 
     financing of the European Social Fund to 
     increase allocations to France, Italy and Spain

Rapporteur:  R. Böge

 Consideration and possible adoption of a draft report (tbc)

In parallel to the presentation of DAB 7/2013 a proposal 
for decision of mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument 
was submitted by the Commission to the budgetary au-
thority. According to point 3 of the current IIA it is to be 
adopted by qualified majority by the Council and by a 
majority of its members and 3/5 of the votes cast by the 
Parliament.

It could be discussed together with point 6-16 (corre-
sponding DAB) and 9 (opinion on the change of the 
underlying legal basis). 

A vote may take place on the Rapporteur’s draft report 
(no amendment tabled), in view of a possible adoption in 
Plenary next week.

8.  Draft Amending Budget n° 8/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

   Consideration and possible adoption of a draft report (tbc)

DAB 8/2013, which the Commission adopted on 25 
September, concerns the increase of payment appropria-
tions of EUR 3,9 billion across headings 1a, 1b, 2, 3a, 3b 
and 4 of the multi-annual financial framework (MFF), with 
the aim of meeting the outstanding needs to the end of the 
year, so that legal obligations stemming from past and 

current commitments can be honoured, financial penalties 
avoided, and beneficiaries can receive the funds envisaged 
by the agreed EU policies, for which Parliament and 
Council authorised the related commitment appropriations 
in previous annual budgets.

In line with past commitments of the three institutions, it 
updates DAB 2/2013, presented by the Commission in 
March 2013 for an amount of EUR 11,2 billion and only 
partially approved by the budgetary authority in Septem-
ber 2013 for an amount of EUR 7,3 billion.

In accordance with Article 41(2) of the Financial Regula-
tion, the Commission has examined the scope for internal 
redeployment within an overall review of year-end pay-
ment needs, and proposed the redeployment of EUR 
509,8 Mio in the so-called ‘global transfer’ (DEC 
26/2013).

Parliament set the adoption of this ‘second tranche’ as a 
condition for its consent on the next MFF.

COREPER adopted its position on DAB 8/2013 on 14 
October, linking it with the MFF and DAB 9/2013, which 
concerns the mobilisation of the Solidarity Fund for some 
EUR 400 Mio. A vote may take place on the Rapporteur’s 
draft report (one amendment tabled), in view of a possible 
adoption in Plenary next week. 

To be noted that, depending on any development taking 
place during the budgetary Trilogue of 16 October, also 
DAB 6 and 9/2013 as well as the global transfer (DEC 
26/2013) may also be discussed during the meeting.

9.  Financial allocation for certain Member 
     States from the European Social 

Rapporteur:  R. Böge

 Exchange of views and vote

The Rapporteur, Reimer Böge (EPP), will present to the 
committee his draft opinion on the proposal for a Regula-
tion of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 as 
regards the financial allocation for certain Member States 
from the European Social Fund.

This draft opinion relates to the Commission’s proposal to 
increase by EUR 150 million the commitment appropria-
tions from the ESF for France, Italy and Spain in the 
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budget 2013, in order to address the specific issue of 
unemployment, in particular youth unemployment, and of 
poverty and social exclusion in the Member States con-
cerned.

The current proposal translates into the legal basis this 
increase and amends accordingly the General Regulation 
laying down general provisions on the ERDF, the ESF 
and the Cohesion Fund, currently in force and which will 
be revoked by the CPR from 1 January 2014.

The budgetary part of this proposal is presented under the 
points 6 and 7 here before (mobilisation of the Fexibility 
Instrument and the DAB 7/2013).

The Rapporteur endorses the Commission’s proposal to 
dedicate this additional allocation to the affected Member 
States and recommends its approval without amendment. 

Due to the urgency and also to the late presentation of the 
proposal by the Commission, the calendar for this proce-
dure must be very tight in order to allow for a final adop-
tion in December Plenary at the latest. 

Provisional calendar :

Date Body Event
17 Oct BUDG   Exchange of view 
21 Oct – 20.00 BUDG   Deadline for AMs 
14 Nov BUDG   Vote
26-27 Nov REGI   Vote
Dec. Plenary   Vote

10.  Copernicus Programme

Rapporteur : M. Carvalho

 Exchange of views

The BUDG Committee will hold an exchange of views on 
the draft opinion to the ITRE Committee on the Regula-
tion establishing the Copernicus Programme, the succes-
sor of the European Earth Observation Programme 
GMES (Global Monitoring for Environment and Securi-
ty). As part of the MFF agreement, Copernicus would 
have a dedicated budget line under Heading 1a with an 
amount of EUR 3 786 million in 2011 prices (EUR 4 291 
million in current prices) for seven years. As a large scale 
project, this amount is a maximum set by the MFF Regu-
lation itself.

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur proposes amend-
ments aimed at bringing more transparency as well as 
more information and involvement of the European 
Parliament, notably as regards the breakdown of the Co-
pernicus envelope, the evolution of its costs and the forms 
of Union funding, in line with other comparable MFF 
programmes. The proposed amendments would also 
formalise the involvement of users and stakeholders by 
building on the 'User Forum' established under the GMES 
Regulation. Finally, the Rapporteur insists on the financial 
contribution which Copernicus should provide to the 
Space Surveillance and Tracking Support Programme.

Calendar : 

Date Body Event

17 Oct. BUDG Exchange of views

24 Oct. - 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs

14 Nov. BUDG Vote

28 Nov. ITRE Vote

tbc Plenary Vote

11.  Space surveillance and tracking support
     programme

Rapporteur : M. Carvalho

 Exchange of views

The BUDG Committee will hold an exchange of views on 
the draft opinion to the ITRE Committee on the Decision 
establishing a space surveillance and tracking support 
programme. In building up an independent European 
capability of space surveillance and tracking ('SST'), the 
purpose is to prevent and monitor the growing risk of 
collision between space infrastructures and other space-
craft or space debris. 

The Rapporteur's proposed amendments seek to improve 
the financing provisions of the draft Decision by inserting 
a maximum amount and by making sure that both 
EGNOS/Galileo and Copernicus, who will be among the 
main beneficiaries of the SST capability, are also its prima-
ry contributors. 

The use of the Internal Security Fund and of Horizon 
2020, in particular, should be strictly limited to their re-
mits. 
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In order to strike a balance between the flexibility needed 
to advance the programme and the desired level of parlia-
mentary oversight, the Rapporteur proposes to specify the 
breakdown of the envelope in the legal act and to empow-
er the Commission to adopt delegated acts in order to 
clarify the funding arrangements and priorities as well as 
to deviate significantly from the set breakdown when 
necessary.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

17 Oct. BUDG Exchange of views

24 Oct. - 12.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs

14 Nov. BUDG Vote

28 Nov. ITRE Vote

tbc Plenary Vote

12.  EU Member States preparedness to an 
      effective and timely start of the new 
      Cohesion Policy Programming period

Rapporteur : F. Daerden

 Exchange of views

The Rapporteur will present his draft opinion on EU 
Member States preparedness to an effective and timely 
starts of the new Cohesion Policy programming period, 
tabled to the REGI initiative report.

Deadline for amendments: 24 October 2013, 18h00.

The committee is expected to vote the draft opinion dur-
ing the BUDG meeting 14 November. The lead commit-
tee (REGI) will vote its report on 28 November.

Calendar:

Date Body Event
17 Oct. BUDG 1st exchange of views 
24 Oct. – 18.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs 
14 Nov. BUDG Vote 
28 Nov. REGI Vote lead committee
Jan. 2014 (tbc) Plenary Vote 

13.  Protocol between the EU and the
      Gabonese Republic setting out fishing 
      opportunities and the financial contribution
      provided for in the Fisheries Partnership
     Agreement between the two Parties 
      currently in force

Rapporteur : F. Alfonsi

 Exchange of views

The EU negotiates a new fisheries agreement with the 
Republic of Gabon. The main aim of the protocol to the 
agreement is to provide fishing opportunities for EU 
vessels in the waters of the Republic of Gabon. The new 
protocol covers a period of three years from 2013 and 
provides for a total financial contribution of EUR 4 161 
000.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

17 Oct BUDG    Exchange of views
22 Oct - 12:00 BUDG    Deadline for AMs 
14 Nov BUDG    Vote

27 Nov PECH Vote

14.  Protocol between the European Union and
     the Kingdom of Morocco setting out the
     fishing opportunities and financial 
      contribution provided for in the Fisheries 
      Partnership Agreement in force between
     the two Parties

Rapporteur : F. Alfonsi

 Exchange of views

The EU negotiates a new fisheries agreement with the 
Kingdom of Morocco. The main aim of the protocol to 
the agreement is to provide fishing opportunities for EU 
vessels in the waters of the Kingdom of Morocco. The 
new protocol covers a period of four years from 2014 and 
provides for a total financial contribution of EUR 120 584 
000.
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Calendar:

Date Body Event
17 Oct BUDG   Exchange of views 
22 Oct - 12:00 BUDG   Deadline for AMs 
14 Nov BUDG   Vote
27 Nov PECH   Vote

Voting time

15.  Multiannual Financial Framework for the
      years 2014-2020

Rapporteurs: I. Kalfin / J.L. Dehaene 

 Consideration and adoption (to be confirmed)

        See point 5

16.  Draft Amending Budget n° 7/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Consideration and vote (to be confirmed)

        See point 6

17.  Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument to
      complement the financing in the general 
      budget of the EU for 2013 towards the 
      financing of the European Social Fund to 
      increase allocations to France, Italy and
      Spain

Rapporteur:  R. Böge

 Consideration and vote (to be confirmed)

        See point 7

18.  Draft Amending Budget n° 8/2013

Rapporteur:  G. La Via 

 Consideration and vote (to be confirmed)

        See point 8

19.   EU guarantee to the E.I.B. against losses
      under financing operations supporting 
       investment projetcs outside the Union

Rapporteur:  I. Kalfin

 Consideration and vote

BUDG Members shall vote amendments to this legislative 
proposal for 2014-2020, 130 tabled by BUDG Members 
and over 150 received from other committees (DEVE, 
AFET, ECON, INTA).

Rule 70 applies: BUDG committee might thus decide by a 
majority of its Members (Rule 70 paragraph 2), to 
confer a mandate, on the basis of the report adopted, to 
negotiate an agreement in first reading with Council, as 
well as to define the composition of the EP delegation 
(the new external Mandate has to enter into force before 
30 June 2014 at the latest).

It is contemplated to hold trilogues on: 23 October p.m. in 
Strasbourg, 6 November p.m., 26 November a.m., 5 De-
cember a.m., 16 December p.m.

20.  Mobilisation of the European Globalisation
Adjustment Fund (application
EGF/2013/004 ES/Comunidad Valenciana -
Building materials - Spain)

Rapporteur:  A. Plenkovic

 Consideration and vote

The BUDG Committee will vote proposed amendments 
to the draft report, and the adoption of the Draft Report 
on the mobilisation of EGF assistance for Comunidad 
Valenciana building materials from Spain. 

The amount of the foreseen EGF contribution for the 
reintegration of 300 workers into employment is EUR 840 
000. In total 8 amendments were received within the 
deadline.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

26 Sept. BUDG Exchange of views
1 Oct. BUDG Deadline for AMs
17 Oct. EMPL Vote 
17 Oct. BUDG Vote

Nov. Plenary Vote
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21.  European Union Agency for Railways and 
       repeal of Regulation (EC) No 881/2004

Rapporteur:  J. Haug

 Consideration and vote

BUDG will vote on the draft opinion to the TRAN re-
port on the European Railways Agency. The Rapporteur
J. Haug (S&D) suggests amongst others to reduce the 
number of Commission representatives on the Manage-
ment Board and to exclude posts which are financed by 
fees from industry from staff reductions. 

More in general the Rapporteur doubts the Commis-
sion's estimations with regard to staff which do not seem 
appropriate to allow the Agency to fulfil the tasks fore-
seen in the draft Regulation. 

5 amendments were tabled by the Rapporteur with the 
draft opinion, no further amendments were received by 
the deadline on 7 October.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

26 Sept BUDG Exchange of views

7 Oct – 17.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs

17 Oct BUDG Vote 

26 Nov TRAN Vote

tbc Plenary Vote

22.  Opinion on the evaluation report regarding
      BEREC and the Office

Rapporteur:  J. Haug

 Consideration and vote

BUDG will vote on the draft opinion to the ITRE com-
mittee's own-initiative report on the Evaluation report 
regarding BEREC and the office. The Body of European 
Regulators for Electronic Communications' Office was set 
up following the entry into force of Regulation (EC) No 
1211/2009. The Council decided in May 2010 that the 
Office shall have its seat in Riga. 

The BEREC Office is the smallest EU agency with an EU 
budget contribution of EUR 3.8 million and 16 establish-
ment plan posts authorised under the EU budget 2013. 

The Rapporteur J. Haug suggests using the evaluation 
phase to reconsider both the choice of location and the 
structure of an independent agency given the size and the 
tasks of the Office. 

4 amendments were received by the deadline on 7 Octo-
ber.

Calendar:

Date Body Event

26 Sept BUDG Exchange of views
7 Oct – 17.00 BUDG Deadline for AMs
17 Oct BUDG Vote 
4-5 Nov ITRE Vote
tbc Plenary Vote

23.  Budget 2013 - Section III – Commission

Rapporteur: G. La Via

 Any transfer request

 DEC 27/2013 

DEC 27/2013 will be voted. It corresponds to the mobili-
sation of the Globalisation adjustment Fund referred to 
under point 20 of the draft agenda.

The global transfer, DEC 26/2013, may be discussed, see 
also under point 8-18.

24  Budget 2013 – Other Sections

Rapporteur: D. Vaughan

 Any transfer request
See dossier for details

CoJ 5/2013 (under Article 25(1)(a) and 25(2) of the Fi-
nancial Regulation)

Transfer from one title to another

The purpose of this proposed transfer from Title 1 to 
Title 2 is to increase Item 2100 ‘Purchase, servicing and 
maintenance of equipment and software’ by a sum of 
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EUR 105 000, to be taken from Item 1406 ‘External 
services in the linguistic field’.

This increase is to cover the IT costs required for the 
greater use of new inter institutional tools developed in 
the field of translation, expected to result in efficiency 
gains.

CoJ 6/2013 (under Article 25(1)(b) and 25(2) of the Fi-
nancial Regulation)

Transfers from one article to another in the same chapter and from 
one chapter to another

The purpose of this proposed transfer is to increase, first, 
Article 212 ‘Furniture’ in Chapter 21 by a sum of 
EUR 56 000 and, secondly, Article 236 ‘Postal charges’ in 
Chapter 23 by a sum of EUR 45 000, the total sum being 
taken from Article 230 ‘Stationery, office supplies and 
various consumables’ where the necessary surpluses are 
available.

Those increases would:
- meet remaining requirements for furniture as part of a
  major removal linked to bringing into service the reno
  vated Annex buildings and the resulting vacating of two

currently rented buildings;

- deal with a shortfall in respect of postal charges due to
the unexpectedly delayed entry into force of a new 

  inter-institutional contract

CoR INF 1/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 proce-
dure. 

The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
1638 "Early Childhood Centre and approved day nurse-
ries" in order to allow the CoR to pay the bills for the 
increasing number of enrolments and presences in the day 
nurseries and other childcare facilities (managed by other 
EU institutions) and compensate for the increasing cost 
per unit. 

The total amount of the transfer is € 75,000.
   

CoR INF 2/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 proce-
dure.

The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
238 "Other administrative expenditures" in order to fi-
nance future moving costs and also to finance the 
"Oxfam" project and some other smaller expenditure. 

This budget line is managed by the Joint Services of the 
European Economic and Social Committee and the 
Committee of the Regions and the CoR has to pay its 
share of the common expenditure.

The amount concerned is € 16,924. 

CoR INF 3/2013

Transfer of appropriations under the FR Article 25 proce-
dure.

The purpose of this transfer is to reinforce the budget line 
2604 "Official Journal" in order to allow the CoR to com-
pensate for the increase of the number of publication in 
2013 and for the payment of certain expenditures oc-
curred in 2012 but which were invoiced in 2013. 

The amount concerned is € 57,093.

25.  Buildings policy

Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier

 Any possible request

End of voting time

26.   Reporting of the work of the Joint Working
Group Bureau/Budg

       Chair of BUDG delegation : G. Lyon

The meeting foreseen on 16 October has been cancelled.
Accordingly, this item may be postponed.

27.   Any other business

28.  Next meetings


