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MEPs' worries in Western Balkans: Media freedom; Roma integration; 
LGBTs' rights 
 

Freedom of expression, Roma integration and LGBTs rights are the main 
human rights issues to be addressed by the countries currently aspiring to 
become EU members, said the speakers during a debate in the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI), on Wednesday 27 November. This 
hearing on Western Balkans was organised in the context of the 2013 
Progress Reports. 
 
"Work still needs to be done in most of the countries in the Western Balkans aspiring to become a 
member of the European Union", said Barbara Lochbihler (Greens/EFA, DE), DROI Chair. 
"Particular attention is needed to the transparency and the independence of media, especially from 
the perspective of the unclearness of the media ownership. Governments need to be continuously 
reminded of their duty to respect and uphold the freedom of expression and the EU needs a more 
structured approach to mainstreaming this right in all its external actions", she added. 
 
Eduard Kukan (EPP, SK), Chair of the Delegation for relations with Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo, emphasised that "freedom of expression and 
freedom of the media are pillars of democracy", adding that "media are under a lot of political and 
economic pressure in the countries in Western Balkans".  
 
Andris Kesteris (European Commission, DG Enlargement) and David Nichols (Amnesty 
International) underlined that the main human rights problems in Western Balkans concern 
freedom of expression, Roma integration and LGBTs rights. Pier Luigi Parcu (European 
University Institute) presented the initial findings of a study his university is preparing on "Freedom 
of media in Western Balkans", recommending a closer monitoring of the implementation of media 
laws, a regional network of regulators in the media field, stronger relations with non-governmental 
stakeholders, so that media can become an established industry, and a negotiation chapter or 
meta-chapter on media freedom. 
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