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Common rules for carriers of radioactive materials 
MEPs voted Wednesday on plans for a single registration procedure for carriers of radioactive 
materials, to replace EU member states’ differing and often complex national reporting and 
authorization procedures. The new system should reduce the administrative burden of the 
registration, especially for cross-border carriers, while maintaining high radiation protection 
levels.  
“In order to have an equal treatment of all carriers, Member States through their national 
competent authority should ensure that the criteria and data models for delivering the registration 
certificate are the same and the registration process is harmonized. Online guidelines should be 
available to avoid unjustified rejection. Dynamic help explaining all requested fields should be 
implemented as well as electronic signature”, stressed rapporteur Béla Kovács (NI, HU).  

Applications for registration would be screened by the national competent authority, which would 
issue the registration certificate if the applicant meets the required safety standards and other 
criteria common to all EU countries. 

“The registration system should be secured, robust and fully operational before this regulation 
enters in force. In addition, an information exchange mechanism between the Member States 
national authorities and the registration system should be set up to facilitate cross border 
transport”, added the rapporteur. 

A unique system replacing all national procedures 

Member States have implemented the current EU legislation covering carriers of radioactive 
materials in different and often complex ways. The resolution adopted on Wednesday with 521 
votes in favour, 148 against and 28 abstentions aims to replace national reporting and 
authorization procedures by a single registration system. 

MEPs say that the proposed regulation establishing a European System for Carrier Registration 
should apply to any carrier transporting radioactive materials by road, rail or inland waterway 
within the EU, from third countries into the EU and from EU member states to third countries. 

Among the benefits that could result from this proposal are the simplification of registration 
procedures, the reduction of administrative burdens, the removal of barriers to entry, as well as 
the elimination of obstacles to the competitiveness of transport activities. 

Next steps 

Now that EP has voted, it is up to Council to finally adopt the draft regulation. 

Further information 

Adopted text will be available here (click on 11.12. 2013)  

Profile of rapporteur Béla Kovács (NI, HU)  
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