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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Monday 16, December 2013, 

15.00 - 18.30 and on Tuesday 17, December, 9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30 in Brussels. The following items 

were on the agenda. 

1. Authorising Member States to ratify, in the interests of the European Union, the Arms 
Trade Treaty 

Hearing & consideration 

INTA held on 16 December a public hearing in cooperation with AFET (SEDE) Committee, on the 

implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty, the first-ever international treaty regulating the export, import, 

transfer of conventional arms ranging from battle tanks to ammunitions. Adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly on 2 April 2013, the landmark Arms Trade Treaty sets common international standards 

preventing human rights abusers and violators of law of war from being supplied with arms. Unlike weapons 

of mass destruction, trade in conventional weapons has not been subject to any legally binding global 

instrument. So far 9 countries ratified the Treaty, and INTA is tasked with drafting the consent of the 

European Parliament on the EU Member States ratifications of the Treaty. 

 

The public hearing consisted in 3 panels. The first panel centred on the "Role of the European Union in 

negotiating and adopting the Arms Trade Treaty" with Mr Jacek Bylica, EEAS Special Envoy for Non-

proliferation and Disarmament, and Mr Philippe Brunet, Director in Defence Industries Directorate in DG 

Enterprise. The second centred on the "Future ratification and implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty" with 

Mr Guy Pollard, in his capacity of former adviser to the President of the Arms Trade Treaty Conference, and 

Mrs Caroline Smith, Head of Conventional Arms Policy in Foreign and Commonwealth Office, who drafted a 

non-paper on Arms Trade Treaty Secretariat. Finally, the third panel was related to "Stakeholders involvement 

in implementing the Arms Trade Treaty", with the participation of Mr Aymeric Elluin, Head of the Arms and 

Impunity campaign at Amnesty International France, Paris, and Mrs Gloria Martini, from the AeroSpace & 

Defence Industries Association of Europe. 

Written statements 

2. EU Business Centres in Asia 
Consideration 

The oral question was presented by Daniel Caspary (EPP) who explained the reasons why his group wished to 

put forward this question. There are in his views several issues associated to the implementation of the 

European business centres so far in Asia: cost-efficiency issues, performance issues, and EU/Member states 

coordination issues. Bernd Lange (S&D) agreed that the EU centres were founded for good reasons and with 

good intentions but had to become more efficient. The Commission argued that lessons from the centres in 

China and Asia had already been taken into account for the 2014 by increasing complementarity with Member 

states and with their national chambers of commerce as well as by focusing the centres' activities on market 

access and advocacy. The oral question was subsequently adopted. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Procedure: 2013/2915(RSP) Vote in INTA: 17/12/2013 

Lead committee: INTA Adoption in plenary: Feb-14 (tbc) 

 
 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/1013/1013082/1013082en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/events.html?id=hearings#menuzone
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3. Exchange of views with the Commission on investment protection and investment-to-
state dispute settlement in FTAs 

Since the Lisbon Treaty Parliament's consent is required for the conclusion of trade agreements (including 

investment agreements) between the EU and third countries. In practice it has meant that Parliament has been 

involved in scrutinising the process from the very beginning, and we have reached a phase now where some 

free trade agreements (FTAs) with investment protection chapter are already close to completion (such as 

Canada and Singapore) and several other important FTAs with investment chapter are being negotiated (such 

as US and Japan). Given the latest developments and the interest in the investment provisions in EU's FTAs 

and in the issue of investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) in general, INTA Members held a dedicated debate 

on these issues with the Commission. 

4. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 
In camera 

During the regular exchange of views with INTA, Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 

Commission, informed Members on the state of play on international trade negotiations. 

5. Outcome of the ninth WTO Ministerial Conference (MC9), in Bali, Indonesia; on 3-7 
December 2013 

 

Following the successful outcome of the multilateral trade negotiations in Bali in December 2013, the 

European Commission set out its views by welcoming the deal that was struck there as being a positive 

development and very much in the EU's interests. The Commission outlined the different elements of what 

was agreed at the conference and its historic significance given that it was the first multilateral deal reached 

since the WTO was established in 1995. Members welcomed the package which includes agreement on 

agriculture, development and customs related issues. In the subsequent exchange of views, the main points 

addressed concerned the post-Bali prospects, the impact of the agreement on the EU bilateral trade agenda as 

well as the importance of the parliamentary dimension of the WTO. 

6. Votes 

Procedures for applying the EC-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the EC-Serbia 

Interim Agreement 

Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Outcome of the trilogue negotiations 23 1 0 

Participation of Greenland in the Kimberley Process certification scheme 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft report as amended 25 0 0 

Inclusion of Greenland in implementing the Kimberley Process certification scheme 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft report as amended 25 0 0 

Situation and Future Perspectives of the European Fishing Sector in the Context of the Free Trade 

Agreement between the EU and Thailand 

Rapporteur: Jarosław Leszek Wałęsa (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 22 2 2 
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Agreement between the European Union and the Swiss Confederation concerning cooperation on the 

application of their competition laws 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 27 0 0 

European Business Centres in Asia 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Question for oral answer 25 2 0 

EU-Chile: Modernisation of Part IV (Trade and Trade-Related Matters) of the Agreement 

establishing an association between the EC and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic 

of Chile, of the other part, (AA) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Question for oral answer 25 0 2 

7. Implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon with respect to the European Parliament 

Consideration 

The rapporteur (Vital Moreira) had presented the essence of its draft opinion at the previous meeting. During 

the consideration of the draft opinion to AFCO, the rapporteur agreed with Commission’s DG Trade 

representatives on the overall good results achieved through the channels and tools that have been set up since 

the entry into force of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and the personal 

interaction between all actors involved (DG Trade, INTA Members, political groups advisors and INTA 

Secretariat) cooperation. This sets a good basis upon which to build in the future.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) Cons. draft opinion: 17/12/2013 

Responsible administrator: Mercedes Rodriguez Deadline for Ams: 19/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/2130(INI)  Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Lead committee: AFCO Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

8. Framework Agreement between the EU and its Member States, of the one part, and the 
Republic of Korea, of the other part 

Consideration 

INTA considered its draft opinion (Rapporteur Robert Sturdy, ECR) to the AFET Committee 

recommendation on the new 'Framework Agreement' for Trade and Cooperation between the EU the Republic 

of Korea. The Rapporteur supports Parliament's consent to the agreement and thinks that the Framework 

Agreement further strengthens bilateral relations between the parties and enhances the overall quality of the 

business climate. The EU Korea Free Trade agreement, which entered into force in July 2011, has already 

fostered trade and, among other things, contributed to elimination of non-tariff barriers to trade and 

investment. The draft opinion mentions the role of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and puts 

emphasis on the importance of increasing foreign direct investment.  

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Cons. of draft opinion: 17/12/2013  

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Deadline for Ams: 19/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0267(NLE) Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96930/Vital%20MOREIRA_home.html
mailto:mercedes.rodriguez@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2130(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2037/Robert%20STURDY_home.html
mailto:%20heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0267(NLE)&l=en
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9. Achievements of the Lithuanian Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 

Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania Rolandas Kriščiūnas summed-up the main achievements in 

trade and investment policy during the six-month Lithuanian Presidency of the Council. In addition to the 

legislative work carried out by the co-legislators and progress in bilateral trade negotiations, the Vice-Minister 

reported on the outcomes of the Eastern Partnership Summit in Vilnius and the 9th WTO Ministerial 

Conference. 

Text of the speech 

Video  

10. Exchange of views with a representative of the Russian Federation after one year of 
Russia's membership in the WTO 

 

Mr Medvedkov stressed that his country has undertaken a tremendous work of approximation of dozens of 

laws and government regulations with WTO rules. Though the Russian economy continues to experience 

some problems, the WTO membership is not questioned anymore. Russia has become an active member of 

WTO and should soon have its own Ambassador to the organisation. The WTO membership also establishes 

rules for cooperation with the EU and a clear dispute settlement mechanism in case disputes are not solved by 

dialogues. The European Commission and Members of Parliament raised questions over the ongoing WTO 

case brought by the EU against Russia's recycling fee, as well as Russia's use of certain trade measures for 

political reasons. Mr Medvedkov denied that his country uses trade for foreign policy purposes more than any 

other country and stated that there were actually very few areas of contention between the EU and Russia, but 

that it took time to solve these problems. 

11. Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Indonesia on 
forest law enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to the EU 

Consideration 

A debate took place concerning the draft motion for a resolution accompanying the recommendation for 

consent to the Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the EU and the Indonesia on forest law 

enforcement, governance and trade (FLEGT) in timber products to the EU. Indonesia is the first Asian 

country to have signed such an Agreement with the EU. 
 

 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens) Cons. of a draft report: 27-28/11/2013 

Responsible administrator: Lucrezia Tuis Deadline for Ams: 4/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0205(NLE) Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Feb-14 

12. Prevention and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species 

Consideration 

The rapporteur Catherine Bearder (ALDE) presented her draft opinion on the Commission’s proposal for a 

Regulation establishing a framework for action to prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact of 

invasive alien species. Invasive alien species are animals and plants that are introduced accidently or 

deliberately into a natural environment where they are not normally found, with serious negative 

consequences for their new environment. The proposal will have an impact on the introduction of invasive 

alien species into the EU market also from a trade perspective. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Catherine Bearder (ALDE) Cons. of draft opinion: 17/12/2013  

Responsible administrator: Lucrezia Tuis Deadline for Ams: 19.12 

Procedure: 2013/0307(COD) Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Lead committee: ENVI Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201401/20140110ATT77144/20140110ATT77144EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20131217-1500-COMMITTEE-INTA
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96740/Yannick%20JADOT_home.html
mailto:Lucrezia.tuis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0205(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96955/Catherine%20BEARDER_home.html
mailto:Lucrezia.tuis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0307(COD)&l=en
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13. Protection against dumped and subsidised imports from countries not members of the 
EC 

Consideration 

INTA considered the amendments to the report by Christopher Fjellner (EPP) concerning the Modernisation 

of the Union´s Trade Defence Instruments. A total of 305 amendments were tabled to the draft report and 

discussed at the meeting. Agreement seems to be possible on many issues addressed in the report while there 

are still some important outstanding issues (i.e. the lesser duty rule, shipping clause or pre-disclosure) where 

there still are quite deep differences between Members. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Consideration of draft report: 27-28/11/2013 

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Cons. of Ams: 17/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0103(COD) Deadline for Ams: 6/12/2013 

Lead committee: INTA Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 (tbc) 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Feb-I-14 

 
Back to Content 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer%20FJELLNER_home.html
mailto:Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0103(COD)&l=en
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Monday 20, January 2014, 15.00 - 

18.30 and on Tuesday 21, January, 9.00-12.30 in Brussels. The meeting will be web streamed, except for the in 

camera items. 

1. Priorities of the Greek Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 

Mr Notis Mitarachi, the Vice Minister for Development and Competitiveness responsible for Trade, will 

present the priorities of the Greek Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy and discuss these with 

INTA members.  The Greek Presidency priorities include advancing the ongoing negotiations (such as with the 

US, Canada, Singapore, Japan and China), working towards implementation of the WTO agreement reached in 

Bali (Indonesia), addressing non-tariff barriers to trade, and trying to complete legislative priorities with the 

Parliament in the short available time until the EP elections, such as Investor to State Dispute Settlement 

financial responsibility, the Enforcement Regulation and the review of Trade Defence Instruments. 

2. Statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries as regards conferring of 
delegated and implementing powers upon the Commission for the adoption of certain 
measures 

Consideration & votes 

The Commission proposal aims at aligning Regulation (EC) No 471/2009 to the post-Lisbon regime of 

implementing and delegated acts. The Regulation in question is the only legislative act in the field of the 

Common Commercial Policy providing for the regulatory procedure with scrutiny and as such was not 

included in Trade Omnibus I and II. INTA will vote on the total of 13 amendments to the Commission 

proposal, which aim at, firstly, reflecting the outcome of negotiations on Trade Omnibuses and, secondly, in 

two cases replacing implementing acts by delegated acts. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) Consideration of Amendments: 20/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Deadline for Ams: 5/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0279(COD)  Vote in Committee: 21/01/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14  

3. Retaliatory measures against wine imported from the EU by the People's Republic of 
China (PRC) 

Consideration & votes 

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce has launched an anti-dumping (AD) and anti-subsidy (AS) investigation 

against wine produced in the European Union. The opening of the investigation clearly appears as a political 

response from PRC to the Union's decision on solar panels. Moreover, there are doubts whether PRC's 

investigations are based on WTO-compatible grounds. INTA will consider and vote on an oral question to the 

Commission on the matter. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Procedure: 2014/2504(RSP) Adoption in plenary: Feb-14 (tbc) 

Lead committee: INTA  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/?legislature=7&start-date=20-03-2013&end-date=18-04-2013&committee=INTA
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96930/Vital%20MOREIRA_home.html
mailto:Tatiana.mrazikova@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0279(COD)&l=en
mailto:heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
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4. Delegation to Greece, 18 - 19 December 2013 
 

INTA will discuss the visit an INTA Delegation made to Athens, conducted in the run-up to the upcoming 

Greek Presidency of the Council of the EU. During the visit, INTA Chairman Moreira and Metin Kazak, met 

with Kostis Chatzidakis, Minister of Development and Competitiveness and Mr Notis Mitarachi, Vice Minister 

responsible for Trade, had a joint meeting of the Committees on Production and Trade, Economics, European 

Affairs and national Security and International Affairs of the Vouli (The Greek Parliament), as well as a 

meeting with senior officials involved in the Trade Policy Committee and relevant working groups of the EU 

Council. Meetings with business associations, trade unions and a field trip to APIVITA, a natural cosmetics 

company completed the program, which proved the Greek government was ready to jump in to make the most 

of its Presidency, which in terms of co-decision with Parliament will only last three months. 

5. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 
Exchange of views 

Committee will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations. Since 

INTA meeting in November 2013, the following trilogues have been held: 
 

On 26 November 2013 the first and only trilogue was held on Regulation applying the EU-Serbia Stabilisation 

and Association Agreement (2011/0465(COD), rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP)). The outcome of the 

negotiations was approved in INTA Committee on 17 December 2013. 
 

On 28 November and 12 December 2013 respectively second and third trilogue were held on ISDS financial 

responsibility regulation (2012/0163(COD), rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP)).  
 

Further to the vote in INTA Committee on 28 November 2013, an agreement was reached regarding the 

Autonomous Trade Preferences to Moldova (2013/0325(COD), rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP)). 
 

On 17 December 2013 a second trilogue was held on the Dual use regulation (2011/0310(COD), rapporteur: 

Christofer Fjellner (EPP)). 
 

On 17 December 2013 a second trilogue was held on the Enforcement Regulation (2012/0359(COD), 

rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE)). 

6. State of play in the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement  

Consideration of motion for a resolution 

INTA will exchange on a draft motion for a resolution on the state of play in the EU-Vietnam negotiations for 

a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Launched in June 2012, the talks have reached the stage of real trade and 

related substance with the 6th round held in Brussels in week 3. Vietnam has indicated its wish to wrap up the 

negotiations by the end of 2014. 

 

The draft motion, put forward by INTA Standing Rapporteur for Vietnam, Jan Zahradil (ECR), notes the 

expected benefits of an FTA for both partners in terms of increase in exports and imports, and calls for full 

elimination of duties as the ultimate target. The text identifies some areas of EU concern such as enforcement 

of intellectual property rights. Vietnam ranks as the EU's 32nd trading partner, while the EU is Vietnam's 

second largest one after China and ahead of the USA, and one of the largest source of foreign direct 

investment. In 2012, EU-Vietnam trade in goods was worth over €23.8 billion, with €18.5 billion in imports 

from Vietnam into the EU and €5.3 billion in exports from the EU to Vietnam. 
 

 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Responsible administrator:Hannariikka Nieminen / 

Rémi Pierot 

Consideration: 20-21/1/2014 

Procedure: 2013/2989(RSP) Deadline for Amendments: 27/1/2014, 12.00 

Lead committee: INTA Vote in INTA: 12-13/2/2014 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

mailto:%25hannariikka.nieminen@ep.europa.eu
mailto:remi.pierot@ep.europa.eu
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7. Protection against dumped and subsidised imports from countries not members of the 
EC 

Votes 

INTA Committee will vote on its legislative report on the modernisation of the Union's Trade Defence 

Instruments. There is a broad consensus in the Committee on shortening the Union's response times in trade 

defence, ensuring assistance to small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), securing the rights of parties by 

establishing the Hearing Officer by legislation and enhancing transparency. The decisive vote will be on the 

Committee's position on exemptions on the so called lesser duty rule. These exemptions could increase the 

protection of the Union Industry, but resulting higher duties could put pressure to consumer and end-user 

prices.  

Calendar 

8. Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Indonesia on 
forest law enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to the EU 

Votes 

The Committee will vote on both the recommendation for consent to the Voluntary Partnership Agreement 

(VPA) between the EU and the Indonesia on forest law enforcement, governance and trade (FLEGT) in timber 

products to the EU and its accompanying motion for a resolution. The INTA rapporteur is Yannick Jadot 

(Greens). 36 amendments have been tabled to the draft motion for a resolution. 

Calendar 

9. Authorising Member States to ratify, in the interests of the European Union, the Arms 
Trade Treaty & Implementation of the ATT within the scope of the EU's exclusive 
competence 

Votes 

INTA Committee will proceed to the vote on a draft recommendation authorising the EU Member States to 

ratify, in the interests of the European Union, the Arms Trade Treaty. Since the landmark Treaty covers 

exclusive competence of the Union, in particular the common commercial policy, the Council requested the 

European Parliament to give its consent to this authorisation. In order to provide Members with up-to-date and 

first-hand information, INTA arranged a public hearing on the matter on 16 December, in cooperation with 

AFET (SEDE) Committee.  

The rapporteur David Martin (S&D) recommends in its draft that the Parliament gives the consent to the 

Council decision. The European Parliament has long been a vocal supporter of an Arms Trade Treaty, which 

would set international standards preventing human rights abusers and violators of law of war from being 

supplied with arms. A draft motion for a resolution accompanying the consent and focusing on those matters of 

the Treaty falling under the EU exclusive competence should also be put to the votes. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Considerations: 17/12/2013 

Responsible administrator: Remi Pierot Deadline for amendments: 19/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0225(NLE) & 2013/2973(RSP) Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Feb-I-14 

10. Implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon with respect to the European Parliament 

Votes 

INTA will vote on the draft opinion to AFCO regarding the Implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon with 

respect to the European Parliament. There were initially 18 amendments tabled on the draft opinion by other 

Members of the Parliament to which compromise amendments have been proposed. 

Calendar 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1403/David%20MARTIN_home.html
mailto:remi.pierot@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0225(NLE)&l=en
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11. Prevention and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species 
Votes 

The Committee will vote on the draft opinion by Catherine Bearder (ALDE) on the Commission’s proposal for 

a Regulation establishing a framework for action to prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact of 

invasive alien species introduced into the EU. 14 amendments have been tabled. 

Calendar 

12. Framework Agreement between the EU and its Member States, of the one part, and the 
Republic of Korea, of the other part 

Votes 

INTA will vote on its opinion on the AFET recommendation on the Consent on the Framework Agreement 

between the EU and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Korea, of the other part. INTA 

refers to the benefits of the EU-FTA with Korea and emphasizes the importance of SMEs and investment, 

supporting Parliament's consent. No amendments were tabled to the opinion. 

Calendar 

13. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Votes 

INTA will vote on the outcome of trilogue negotiations in view of an "early 2nd reading agreement" on the 

amendment of the so-called Dual-Use Regulation. The agreement on this piece of legislation has been reached 

during the second round of inter-institutional negotiations held on 17 December 2013. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Vote on the outcome in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Planned 2nd reading in plenary: Mar/Apr-14 

Procedure: 2011/0310(COD)  

14. Macro-financial assistance to the Republic of Tunisia 

Consideration 

INTA will consider the draft report on macro-financial assistance (MFA) to the Republic of Tunisia. The 

amendments of the draft report reflect the considerations and principles contained in the Joint Declaration by 

the European Parliament (EP) and the Council adopted together with Decision No 778/2013/EU of the EP and 

of the Council of 12 August 2013 providing further macro-financial assistance to Georgia; and/or harmonise 

the wording of the proposal with the recitals and articles contained in the latest MFA decision (Decision No 

1351/2013/EU of the EP and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on providing macro-financial assistance to 

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan). 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) Considerations: 20-21/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Deadline for amendments: 23/1/2014, 12.00 

Procedure: 2013/0416(COD) Vote in INTA: 12-13/2/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:http://ec.europa.eu/trade/import-and-export-rules/export-from-eu/dual-use-controls/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/CHRISTOFER_FJELLNER_home.html
mailto:mindaugas.kojelis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0310(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96930/Vital%20MOREIRA_home.html
mailto:martti.kalaus@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0416(COD)&l=en
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15. Agreements between the EU and Australia, Brazil, Canada, Hong Kong, India and Japan 
pursuant to Article XXI of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 1994, 
relating to the modifications of the commitments in the schedules of the Republic of 
Bulgaria and Romania in the course of their accession to the EU 

Consideration 

The rapporteur will present his draft report in which he recommends to give the consent to this agreement, 

which aims at compensating several partner countries of the WTO for the changes of Romania and Bulgaria's 

schedules of commitments after they joined the EU. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Jan Zahradil (ECR) Considerations: 20-21/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Deadline for amendments: 24/1/2014, 12.00 

Procedure: 2013/0329(NLE) Vote in INTA: 12-13/2/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

16. Delegation to India, 28 October - 1 November 2013  
 

INTA is expected to receive feedback from the participants of the INTA delegation to India, which was 

chaired by Vice-Chairman Pawel Zalewski and which visited Delhi, Pune and Mumbai from 29-31 October 

2013. It is on the agenda only now, as this item had to be postponed in November. In addition to the Chair of 

the delegation, Mr Pawel Zalewski, the delegation comprised the following six Members: Ms Inese Vaidere 

(EPP), Mr Badia i Cutchet (S&D, standing rapporteur for trade relations with India), Mr Niccolò Rinaldi 

(ALDE), Mr David Campbell Bannerman (ECR) and Ms Anthea McIntyre (ECR, member of the EP 

delegation for relations with India replacing its Chair). 

17. Monitoring Group Activities 
 

The Committee is expected to receive feedback from the debate in Plenary on the Oral Questions on Chile and 

Mexico as well as from the meetings of the Monitoring Groups on Maghreb the US (TTIP) and Taiwan. 

 
Back to Content 

 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23712/Jan%20ZAHRADIL_home.html
mailto:nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0329(NLE)&l=en
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 

 

Vietnam 6
th

 round, 13-17 January, Brussels, Belgium & 7
th

 round, 17-21 March, Hanoi, Viet Nam 

Ecuador 13-17 January, Brussels, Belgium (tbc) 

Morocco 3
rd 

round, 20-24 January, Rabat, Morocco & 4
th

 round, 17-21 March, Brussels, Belgium 

(tbc) 

Japan 4
th

 round, 27-31 January, Brussels, Belgium & 5
th

 round, 31 March - 4 April, Tokyo, Japan 

Tisa Trade in Services Agreement, 10-14 February & 17-21 February, Geneva, Switzerland 

(tbc) 

China EU-China Investment Agreement negotiations, 17-21 February, Brussels, Belgium (tbc) 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info 
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 

State-of-play of the Union's TDI 
 

The European Commission published its annual trade defence statistics for 2013. Compared to 2012, the 

Commission initiated last year significantly less investigations but implemented more measures following 

initial investigations than before. Regarding reviews of existing measures, the statistics are in line with 

previous years. 
More information 

 

A notice was published by the Commission regarding an initiation of a new export review on hand pallet 

trucks from China (case R590) on 15 January 2014. 
More information 

 

WTO Dispute settlement  

 

WTO dispute settlement cases 
 

The European Union asked on 18 December for opening for investigations regarding Brazil's "tax measures 

that discriminate against imported goods and provide prohibited support to Brazilian exporters." 

 

The Commission assesses these tax advantages as incompatible with the WTO rules on competition and 

subsidies. This issue had been flagged in the Commission's annual report on protectionist measures and 

raised in bilateral talks, unsuccessfully so far. 
More information - Commission's statement 

 

Argentina notified on 19 December a request for consultations over the European Union's anti-dumping 

measures over biodiesel from Argentina. In Argentina’s view, the measures contradict the WTO Agreements 

regarding Anti-dumping.  

 

This is a separate case from the two previous cases filed (in August 2012 and May 2013) by Argentina 

against measures adopted by the European Union affecting imports of Argentine biodiesel.  
More information 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/august/tradoc_151694.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2014:010:0011:0014:EN:PDF
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news13_e/ds472rfc_19dec13_e.htm
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1005
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news13_e/ds473rfc_20dec13_e.htm
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Russia filed on 23 December a request for consultations at the WTO level regarding the calculation method 

in antidumping cases brought by the European Union against Russia. The EU assesses dual pricing in energy 

products as an artificial source of advantage for Russian producers and reflects the difference between the 

standard price and the favourable pricing in its calculation of the dumping margin for several Russian exports 

such as ammonium nitrate, certain welded tubes and pipes of iron or non-alloy steel, and certain seamless 

steel pipes of iron or steel.  

 

Russia deems the EU's calculation method and the related measures as inconsistent with the WTO 

Agreements regarding Anti-dumping. This issue has long been mentioned by the Russians as a possible 

WTO case and bilateral discussions thereabout have been numerous in the last years.  

 
More information 

 

 

Meetings held during weeks 50-3  

December 11 

 Meeting with members of the Japan-EU Parliamentary Friendship Association 

December 16 

 Meeting with the EEAS Director for Americas, Mr Schäfer, on TTIP and Mercosur 

January 8 

 Meeting with the Ambassador of Indonesia to the EU, Mr Arif Havas Oegroseno 

 Meeting with representatives of EUROMETAUX on the modernisation of Trade Defence Instruments 

 Meeting with representatives of EPFIA on TTIP 

January 15 

 Interview for DW Latin America on the modernisation of EU-Mexico and EU-Chile Free Trade 

Agreements  

 

 
Upcoming briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 

 External study on EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries 

 External study on Implementation and Enforcement of HR Conditionality in EU Trade Agreements 

 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the Philippines 

 External study on the parliamentary dimension of regulatory cooperation in the context of the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

 Internal briefing note on a comparison of EU and USA free trade agreements with Colombia and Peru 

 External study on Assessing the cross-cutting effects of EU FTAs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news14_e/ds474rfc_06jan14_e.htm
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INTA delegation visit to Greece 

 

A delegation of the INTA Committee visited Athens from 18 to 19 

December 2013 in the run-up to the upcoming Greek Presidency of 

the Council of the European Union. It was led by Mr Vital Moreira 

(S&D, Chairman of the Committee) and included Mr Metin Kazak 

(ALDE). The compact programme included a joint meeting with Mr 

Kostis Chatzidakis, Minister of Development and Competitiveness 

and Mr Notis Mitarachi, Vice Minister responsible for Trade, a joint 

meeting of the Committees on Production and Trade, Economics, 

European Affairs and national Security and International Affairs of 

the Vouli (The Greek Parliament), as well as a meeting with senior 

officials involved in the Trade Policy Committee and relevant 

working groups of the EU Council.  

 

The delegation allowed establishing and strengthening of contacts 

with the major interlocutors in the area of EU’s trade, economic and 

investment policy in the run-up to the upcoming Greek Presidency 

of the Council. Meetings with business associations, trade unions 

and a field trip to APIVITA, a natural cosmetics company 

completed the program. The visit has proved that the Greek side is 

well prepared to tackle trade issues during the Presidency and will 

continue to actively co-operate with the European Parliament, being 

aware of the short available time until the recess towards the EP 

elections. 

 

Briefings by the EP Research Service 

 

Reciprocal access to public procurement markets 
Marta Latek, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 9 January 2014, 2 p. 

"Effective trade defence instruments are fundamental to the new EU trade policy set out in the Europe 2020 

strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. The proposed regulation would establish the possibility 

to restrict access to the EU’s internal market in public procurement of goods and services to entities from 

third countries which do not provide similar access to EU firms." 

 

EU imports of goods from Chinese forced labour 
Gisela Grieger, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 9 January 2014, 2 p. 

"Goods made by forced labour in China, and a potential ban on their import to the EU, have long been on the 

EP agenda. Members have addressed numerous questions on the subject to the Commission and Council. 

Yet, so far EP calls for action have not led to tangible measures." 

 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 

International Commercial Arbitration: Different Forms and their Features [e-book] 
Cordero-Moss, Giuditta. - Cambridge University Press, 2013, 449 p. 

"This book highlights the specific features of various forms of arbitration and enables lawyers to 

make informed choices when drafting arbitration clauses. Chapters explain the framework for 

arbitration, its relationship with national law, and the features of the main arbitration institutions 

in Europe. The book also highlights new trends in other parts of the world that may have 

repercussions on the theory of international arbitration." 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/130713/LDM_BRI(2014)130713_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/130700/LDM_BRI(2014)130700_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=241987
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Minerais stratégiques: enjeux africains 
Apoli, Bertrand Kameni. - PUF / Le Monde Editions,  2013, xiii-241 p. 

"Analyse de la course internationale aux minerais stratégiques qui se tient en Afrique, continent 

riche de gisements de coltan, de tantale, de niobium, de platine, de béryllium et autres minéraux 

nécessaires aux industries de pointe. Le spécialiste en sciences politiques décrit les fondements, 

les méthodes et les effets de cette concurrence qui aboutit dans certains cas à des conflits 

armés." 

 

 

International trade disputes and EU liability 
Thies, Anne. - Cambridge University Press, 2013, xxix, 223 p. 

"This book examines the right to compensation for damage resulting from retaliatory measures 

imposed under the system of the WTO in disputes triggered by the EU. Moreover, it places the 

issue in its broader context of the relationship between international and EU law on the one hand, 

and the discretion of the EU as a global actor and standards of individual rights protection under 

EU law on the other." 

 

Dictionary of international trade: handbook of the global trade community 
Edward G. Hinkelman. - World Trade Press, c2013, 792 p. 

"The Dictionary of International Trade has undergone a major update and expansion. With 

many pages of additional content, the book is now one-third dictionary and two-thirds 

encyclopedia." 

 

 

EP Research Service weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 

The EP Research Service weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press 

articles on International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. For more information please visit our 

intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201, 

EP Research Service 

 

Press releases 

 

MEPs back tool to help EU firms compete for public contracts in third countries  

Press release - 15-01-2014  

Plans for a tool to allow EU countries to prevent non-EU firms from bidding for public procurement 

contracts worth €5 million or more unless their home countries reciprocate by allowing EU firms to do 

likewise were approved by Parliament on Wednesday. (Read more: MEPs back tool to help EU firms 

compete for public contracts in third countries)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=239071
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=235290
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=237823
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:odile.maisse@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140110IPR32327/html/MEPs-back-tool-to-help-EU-firms-compete-for-public-contracts-in-third-countries
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Important Meetings and Events 

 

WTO events 
 

22 January Dispute Settlement Body  

11-12 February WTO Chairs Programme Conference: “The Way Forward for a 

Successful Partnership”  

11-13 February Trade Policy Review: Tonga  

26 February Dispute Settlement Body  

Events calendar 2014 

Summits & Events 

 

22-25 January World Economic Forum Annual Meeting, Davos, Switzerland 

27-28 January EU - Russia summit, Brussels, Belgium 

22-23 February G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors' Meeting, Sydney 

20-21 March European Council  

3-4 April 4th EU-Africa summit, Brussels  

  
 

Useful links 

 

INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  

INTA Intranet & E-Committee 

INTA Internet 

 

EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 

European Council 

Council of Ministers  

Greek presidency  

 

Other Links 

WTO 

Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2014 

 

The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 

12, February 2014, from 09.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday 13, February from 9.00-12.30. The 

calendar of 2014 meetings can be found here.  

 
Back to Content 

 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#mon01
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://www.intanet.ep.parl.union.eu/intanet/cms/welcome
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?lang=en
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2014.pdf

