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Danuta Maria Hübner (PPE). – Mr President, I would like to say a few words, as Chair of 
the Committee on Regional Development, on interinstitutional cooperation between this 
Parliament and the Lithuanian Presidency. As you probably know, Parliament has for the first 
time been a co-legislator on the entire package for this policy, taking responsibility for this 
European investment policy for the years to come on an equal footing with the Council
negotiators. Together we had to cope with a very complex multi-regulation framework for 
this policy which will, in the future, make a decisive contribution to Europeʼs growth, the 
creation of jobs and also to improving European competitiveness.

I think it is worth looking back at this interinstitutional joint effort, because lessons were 
learnt during this process with regard to both the working methods and also communication 
between the institutions and their legal services. We had parallels from the interlinked 
negotiations on umbrella and fund-specific regulations, which required extremely deep 
knowledge of the entire portfolio, but we could also clearly see that interinstitutional 
cooperation – which is based on trust and common goals – can be key to the efficiency and 
democratic legitimacy of European policy-making.

I would like to thank most wholeheartedly all colleagues working at all levels of the
Presidency, starting with ministers, through ambassadors and right up to expert level. I would 
like to add just one or two sentences on a different issue. I would like to say that I welcome 
the Presidencyʼs drive to take revision of the balance of payments facility forward. 
I understand that the file could not be finalised and presented for Parliamentʼs approval due 
to the resistance of several Member States, but I sincerely hope that the Greek Presidency 
will build on the Lithuanian Presidencyʼs work and reach a final agreement on the balance of 
payment facility. And lastly, I will keep my fingers crossed for Lithuaniaʼs successful entry 
into the euro area.


