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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
 

The next meeting of the ENVI 
Committee takes place on 22-
23 January1 in Brussels. The 
Committee will receive 
ministers of the Greek 
Presidency for an exchange 
of views, and will discuss 
priorities for the first half of 

the year. Members will vote on recent trilogue 
agreements including the tobacco directive, the clinical 
trials regulation, and access to genetic resources and the 
fair and equitable sharing of benefits. The Committee will 
also vote on the adoption of a legislative report on waste 
shipment, and on opinions on the Agri Food Chain 
Package.  

I also would like to inform you that at the beginning of 
January the Joint Committee of ENVI and ITRE concluded 
its work, and adopted its report on the 2030 framework 
for climate and energy policies. I am very pleased with 
the result, and in particular that the Joint Committee 
supported a 40% cut in CO2 emissions, a 30% target for 
renewable energy and a 40% target for energy efficiency 
for the period following the present policy framework for 
2020.  Such targets should be binding. This resolution will 
send a clear signal in several directions: to the European 
Commission, on the legislative proposals that we expect; 
to our industry, for its visibility and investments; and 
finally, to our global partners with whom we negotiate a 
world-wide climate agreement, to be concluded in 2015. 

Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Shipment of waste 
Adoption of draft report 
 

The current Waste Shipment Regulation lays down rules 
for shipments of waste both within the EU and between 
the EU and third countries. In particular, exports of 
hazardous waste to countries outside the OECD and 
exports of waste for disposal outside the EU/EFTA are 
prohibited. However, since only rather few Member 
States have thorough, well-functioning inspection 
systems, illegal shipment of waste remains a serious 
problem.  

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

The Commission put a proposal on the table to reinforce 
the inspection provisions by proposing stronger 
requirements on national inspections and planning.  
The Rapporteur fully supports the legislative proposal, 
and in his draft report he puts forward amendments to 
further strengthen it. He proposes to improve the 
knowledge base about illegal shipments; to ensure that 
inspection plans include a minimum number of physical 
checks and are permanently available to the public 
(including results); to confer appropriate powers to 
relevant authorities; and to improve cooperation 
between Member States. 

Amendments tabled in ENVI address, among others, 
reviewing the inspection plans, intermediaries in waste 
shipments, evidence in determining if a waste shipment 
is lawful and whistleblowing about possible misconduct. 
The Rapporteur and the Shadows negotiated five 
compromise amendments ahead of the vote.  
 

Rapporteur: Staes (Greens/EFA)    Procedure file  

Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Lyubcheva,(S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE),  Wils 
(GUE/NGL), Rosbach (ECR) 

AM 
 

Animal health 
Adoption of draft opinion 

The Commission 
presented a package of 
measures to strengthen 
the enforcement of 
health and safety 
standards for the whole 
agri-food chain. The 
Animal health proposal 
makes part of that package. The proposal establishes a 
single regulatory framework for the prevention, control 
and eradication of animal diseases with focus on diseases 
transmissible to animals and humans.  

The Rapporteur welcomes the simplification of existing 
legislation and proposes further amendments to improve 
the legislation. In her draft report she focuses on 
prevention of animal diseases; emphasises the link 
between animal welfare and animal health; and asks for 
mass killing of animals to be used only as a last resort. 
The Rapporteur also suggests including microorganisms 
that have developed a resistance to antimicrobials, as 
well as clones and their descendants in the scope of the 
Regulation.  

Altogether almost 400 amendments are put to the vote. 
The Rapporteur and the Shadows are negotiating on a 
comprehensive set of compromise amendments covering 
bovine animals; non-commercial movements of pet 
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animals; a list of animal diseases, species and measures in 
the Annex; resistance to anti-microbials; education of 
operators; mass culling and the link between animal 
welfare and animal health. 
 
Rapporteur: Liotard (GUE/NGL)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Paleckis (S&D), Zanoni (ALDE), Schlyter  
(Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR) 
AM 
 

Protective measures against pests of plants  
Adoption of draft opinion 

Plant health is a key factor for 
sustainable and competitive 
agriculture, horticulture and 
forestry, but also of importance 
for the protection of biodiversity 
and ecosystem services. 
Europe’s agriculture, forests and 
natural heritage are currently 
threatened by new and 
dangerous pests of plants, with 

a sharp increase in plant health problems in the EU 
witnessed over the last decade, mostly related to 
globalisation of trade and climate change. That is why the 
Commission presented its proposal to replace the current 
EU plant health regime (Council Directive 2000/29/EC) 
with the aim of stepping up prevention, surveillance and 
rapid action upon outbreaks of plant pests in the EU.  

The Rapporteur, while supporting most of the elements 
of the proposal, suggests fine-tuning several aspects. His 
amendments focuses on, among others, the lists of pests 
and measures; the number of pests with potentially most 
severe economic, environmental or social impact on the 
Union territory (priority pests); public awareness of the 
risks of plant pests; traceability of Internet traders 
established within and outside the EU; and the 
involvement of stakeholders in the elaboration of 
contingency plans and simulation exercises.  

ENVI will vote on 180 amendments.  Several compromise 
amendments on the deletion of a maximum number of 
priority pests; a list of Union quarantine, priority and 
quality pests in new Annexes Ia, b and c; sustainable use 
of pesticides; awareness-raising; local trade and micro-
enterprises are currently under discussion. 
 
Rapporteur: Rossi (EPP)                          Procedure file  
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Reimers (ALDE), Demesmaeker 
(Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR) 
AM 

 

Discharge opinions for the 2012 discharge procedure 
Adoption of draft opinion: EU general budget, EEA, EMA, EFSA, ECDC, 
ECHA 
 

The Committee will vote on the opinions related to the 
discharge procedure for the 2012 budget. The opinions 
deal with discharge for the Commission, as well as 

agencies under ENVI’ competence: European 
Environment Agency, European Medicines Agency, 
European Food Safety Authority, European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control, and European Chemicals 
Agency (ECHA). 
 
Rapporteur:  Haug (S&D)  Procedure file 

Shadows:   Fernandes (EPP), Parvanova (ALDE), Rosbach (ECR) 
Procedure file: EU general budget, EEA, EMA, EFSA, ECDC, ECHA 

 
Clinical trials on medicinal products for human use 
Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 
 

The Commission proposal was put on 
the table to remedy the shortcomings 
of the existing Clinical Trials Directive 
by setting up a uniform framework for 
the authorisation of clinical trials by all 
Member States concerned with one 
single assessment outcome. Simplified 
reporting procedures, and the 
possibility for the Commission to 
conduct controls were also important novelties of the 
legislative proposal.  

Last May, when adopting the committee’s final report, 
the committee also gave mandate to the Rapporteur to 
conduct negotiations with Council for a first reading 
agreement. During four informal trialogues with the 
Lithuanian Presidency which took place last November 
and December, an overall compromise package was 
agreed. 

The compromise includes, among others, provisions 
ensuring the transparency of clinical trials data, 
strengthened protection measures for subjects 
belonging to vulnerable population groups, clarified 
provisions on informed consent, and clear procedural 
deadlines with tacit approval for the certainty of 
sponsors. 
 
Rapporteur: Willmott (S&D),  Procedure file 
Shadows: Juvin (EPP),  Parvanova (ALDE), Auken(Greens/EFA), 
Cabrnoch (ECR), Sousa (GUE/NGL) 
 

Access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits arising from their utilization in the 
Union (ABS) 
Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 
 

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Sources and 
the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from 
their Utilization was adopted in October 2010. It 
addresses specifically the issue of the conditions for 
access and benefit-sharing for the use of genetic 
resources, and ensures that only legally acquired genetic 
resources are used. It is expected to enter into force in 
2014. The EU and its Member States are politically 
committed to become Parties to the Nagoya Protocol.  

The Commission proposal, aiming to implement the 
Nagoya Protocol in the Union and to enable Union 
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ratification of this Treaty, was adopted in October 2012. 
The proposal was referred to ENVI as the lead 
Committee. The report was adopted in plenary in 
September 2013, when mandate for interinstitutional 
negotiation was given to the Rapporteur. 

Negotiations were conducted with the Lithuanian 
Presidency, and an agreement was reached after the 
third trialogue.  
 
Rapporteur: Bélier (Greens/EFA)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Poc (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Rosbach (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
 

Tobacco Directive 
Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 
 

Twelve years after the 
current directive entered 
into force, smoking remains 
the principal preventable 
cause of death and about 
700,000 people die of it each 
year. The Commission 

presented its proposal to strengthen the legislative 
framework.  

After the vote in committee last July, the Rapporteur got 
a mandate from the plenary to conduct negotiations for 
a first reading agreement.  

Following several rounds of trialogues with the 
Lithuanian Presidency, an overall compromise was found. 
Under the compromise health warnings will cover at 
least two-thirds of the pack, front and back; e-cigarettes 
should be regulated either as medicines or as tobacco 
products (in the latter case, they should not contain 
nicotine in a concentration of more than 20 mg/ml); and 
additives will be listed, and flavours are banned. 
 
Rapporteur: McAvan (S&D),    Procedure file  
Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Ries (ALDE), Schlyter (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD) 

 
Country of origin or place of provenance for fresh, chilled, 
and frozen meat of swine, sheep, goats and poultry - 
objection pursuant to Rule 88(2) 
Consideration and adoption of motion for a resolution 

 

An objection was raised against the Commission 
implementing Regulation laying down rules for the 
application of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2001 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as regards the 
indication of the country of origin or place of provenance 
for fresh, chilled and frozen meat of swine sheep, goats 
and poultry.  

The objectors oppose the measure on the grounds that it 
exceeds the implementing powers laid down in the basic 
act; they call on the Commission to draw up a revised 
version of the implementing Regulation to include a 
mandatory labelling requirement of the place of birth, as 

well as that of rearing and slaughter for unprocessed 
meat of pigs, poultry, sheep and goats in accordance 
with the existing beef origin labelling legislation. 
 
Authors: Willmott (S&D), Schlyter  (Greens/EFA), Liotard 
(GUE/NGL), Le Brun (EPP), Auconie (EPP) 
 

Plastic bags 
Consideration of draft report 

The Commission proposal amends 
Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and 
packaging waste to reduce the 
consumption of lightweight plastic 
carrier bags. The proposal introduces 
a definition of such bags, and requires 
Member States to take appropriate 
measures including economic 
instruments and marketing restrictions. 

The Rapporteur welcomes the Commission proposal as a 
stepping stone for meaningful legislative action against 
the wasteful use of plastic carrier bags. In her draft 
report she introduces several amendments to further 
strengthen the proposal. She introduces an EU-wide 
reduction target of at least 80% to be achieved within 
two years; proposes to put a price on carrier bags with 
the exemption of very lightweight carrier bags which are 
used to wrap loose, unpackaged food; empowers the 
Commission to adopt delegated acts to identify the 
criteria for resourcing bio-based materials in a sustainable 
manner; suggests phasing out oxo-biodegradable plastics 
from packaging materials; and proposes to substitute 
hazardous substances for packaging as a whole. 
 
Rapporteur: Auken(Greens/EFA)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Morkunaite (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Rosbach (ECR) 
 

Monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide 
emissions from maritime transport (MRV) 
Consideration of amendments 

 
The main objective of this Regulation is to establish a 
European monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) 
system for CO2 emissions from ships as first step of a 
staged approach to reduce these emissions. In order to 
reduce the related administrative costs while ensuring 
robust results, simple and lean MRV requirements are 
proposed. The approach is therefore designed to make 
use of already existing data on board of ships to the 
fullest extent.  

The Rapporteur in his draft report proposed a set of 
amendments aiming to cover also NOx emissions, and to 
limit the implementation costs and the administrative 
burden for the maritime sector. An additional 199 
amendments were tabled by other Members. 
 
Rapporteur:  Skylakakis (ALDE)  Draft report 

Shadows:  Fjellner (EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR) 
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ETS Aviation 
Consideration of amendments 
 

The 38th International Civil 
Association Organisation 
Assembly agreed on adopting in 
2016 a global market based 
measure (MBM) to be 
implemented by 2020. In 
response to that and in order to 
further promote the global MBM 

momentum, the Commission is proposing a lowering of 
the proportion of emissions (from flights to and from 3rd 
countries) to which the EU Emission Trading Scheme 
shall apply for the period up to 2020 when the global 
MBM should begin. Thus international flights will only be 
covered within European airspace with application from 
2014, while the Stop the Clock is extended for another 
year including 2014.  

The Rapporteur, while endorsing the COM proposal as 
sensible compromise way forward, has suggested 
limiting this 2nd derogation to 2016 only, given the 
adoption of a global MBM cannot indeed be guaranteed 
in 2016 so that original ETS directive kicks back in from 
2017. Should there be indeed a global MBM, the 
Commission should come up with proposals for both the 
interim period from 2017-2019 as well as for the post 2020 
period when the MBM will apply. Furthermore, he 
proposes to increase the level of auctions of allowances 
and level of caps for aviation in Directive 2003/87/EC on 
par with requires for other sectors under the ETS. Finally, 
he proposes to reintroduce the earmarking of revenues 
from auctioning. 

Almost one hundred additional amendments were 
received from other Members which offer a wide-ranging 
reaction to the proposal from completely rejecting it to a 
large number of amendments which suggest a different 
direction - i.e. stopping the clock for 3rd country flights 
till 2016 and even 2020.  
 
Rapporteur:   Liese (EPP)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Groote (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 

 
 
Implementation of Article 7a of the Fuel Quality Directive 
Exchange of views 

Article 7a of the Fuel Quality Directive 98/70/EC (FQD) 
requires fuel suppliers to reduce the greenhouse gas 
intensity of energy supplied for road transport (Low 
Carbon Fuel Standard). The methodology for calculating 
and reporting the GHG intensity were not included in the 
Directive but are instead foreseen to be adopted through 
the comitology procedure. The Commission has 
conducted a consultation on the implementation of 
various issues relating to Article 7a.  

The author of the Oral Question is concerned that, 
following the 2012 stalemate position in Council on the 

Commission’s first implementation proposal, the 
implementation of Article 7a of the FQD is now delayed 
by 3 years and that the conclusions of the Impact 
Assessment completed in June 2013 have not yet been 
made public. The author expects Parliament to be 
consulted on the reviewed proposal in time for scrutiny 
before the elections.  
 
Author of the question: Hassi (Greens/EFA) 
 

Implementation of aviation ETS stop the clock legislation 
in Member States 
Exchange of views 

The ETS Stop the Clock legislation (temporarily 
derogating from the provisions of the ETS Directive 
2003/87/EC) was proposed by the Commission and swiftly 
adopted by Parliament and Council by April 2013 in order 
to sustain the momentum created at the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) for the adoption of a 
global market based measure (MBM) to tackle emissions 
from international aviation. That derogation is scheduled 
to expire in April 2014. In light of that and given the 
results achieved at the 38th ICAO Assembly, the 
Commission has currently put forth a new proposal 
amending and derogating from Directive 2003/87/EC for 
the period until the anticipated in 2020 entry into force of 
a global MBM. Before proceeding with the adoption of 
any further amendments to the ETS Directive, the ENVI 
committee would like to be updated on the state of play 
with regards to the implementation of Decision No 
377/2013/EU. 
 
Author of the question: Hassi (Greens/EFA) 
 

Exchange of views with the Greek Presidency 
 
The Committee will hold 
an exchange of views 
with the Greek 
Presidency: Minister 
Spyridon-Adonis 
Georgiadis, responsible 
for health; Minister 
Athanasios Tsaftaris, 
responsible for rural 
development and food; and Minister Yannis Maniatis, 
responsible for environment, energy and climate change. 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  
 Motion for a resolution opposing the adoption of a 

Commission measure allowing the cultivation of 
GM maize 1507 

 First reading report on fees payable to the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) for the 
conduct of pharmacovigilance activities (McAvan 
report) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1013/1013974/1013974en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1927/PETER_LIESE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0328(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
European Environment Agency (EEA)  

2014 marks the start of a new 5-year work 
programme and a new set of environmental 
policy priorities at the EEA. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
ECHA concluded compliance checks for 
over 1 000 registration dossiers over 
100 tonnes submitted for the 2010 
registration deadline. 69% of all 

evaluated dossiers were found to be non-compliant; the 
two main reasons for shortcomings were deficiencies in 
the information regarding identification and composition 
of the substance, and insufficient justification for not 
submitting the required studies or missing information in 
the chemical safety report.  More  

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC Influenza and Other Respiratory Viruses Digest  

On a monthly basis or more frequently 
whenever there are important developments 
ECDC sends out this Digest of developments in 

influenza and other respiratory viruses: notably the 
Digest features the Weekly Influenza Surveillance 
Overview (WISO) and WHO summaries. More  

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 
EFSA is launching a public 
consultation on its draft assessment 
of the human health risks posed by 

exposure to bisphenol A (BPA). More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

The 3rd workshop on orphan 
product designation and 
grants jointly organised by the 
European Medicines Agency 
(EMA), the US Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) and, for the first time, the Japanese 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) and 
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA) 
will be held on Monday 10 March 2014 at the EMA, 
London, United Kingdom. More 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the editor 
European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Zsuzsanna Laky, Tihana Vujatovic; Responsible assistants: Irena Aramina, Marie-Christine Della Faille 

Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 

the official position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI 
Committee does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject 
"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media 
enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live 
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
30January 2014, in Brussels 
2014 meetings 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/new-year-new-focus-eea?&utm_campaign=new-year-new-focus-eea&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/title/target-met-for-5-percent-compliance-checks-of-the-2010-registration-dossiers
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://ecdc.europa.eu/EN/HEALTHTOPICS/SEASONAL_INFLUENZA/EPIDEMIOLOGICAL_DATA/Pages/Weekly_Influenza_Surveillance_Overview.aspx
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/140117.htm
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/events/2013/12/event_detail_000810.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c3
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/calendar_2014.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/simple.htm?language=EN&code_type_docu=EURETUDE&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?code_type_docu=EURNOTE&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=EURBRIEFN&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?code_type_docu=EURWORKS&language=EN

