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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the ENVI 
Committee, taking place in 
Brussels on 30- January1, is 
devoted to voting. Members 
will vote on compromise 
texts which were negotiated 
with Council over the last 
months, including the new 

regulations on F-gases, and beef labelling. The committee 
will also adopt legislative reports on various subjects 
such as the monitoring, reporting, and verification of 
carbon dioxide emissions from maritime transport, ETS 
aviation, invasive alien species, and the recast of the 
CITES regulation. The committee will also consider 
objections to the Commission measure on ETS 
backloading. 

I would like to draw your attention to a public hearing 
the ENVI Committee is organising, in association with 
several other committees, on the European Citizens’ 
Initiative on Right2Water. The key goals of the initiative 
are guaranteed water and sanitation for all in the EU; 
global access to water and sanitation for all; and no 
liberalisation of water services. The event will take place 
on 17 February, from 15h to 18h30, in Brussels. You will 
find further information on the hearing on the ENVI 
website. 

        Matthias Groote 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Fluorinated greenhouse gases 
Vote on the results of negotiations  

The Commission proposal was to replace and simplify the 
current legislation on certain fluorinated greenhouse 
gases (F-gases). Following the adoption of the report by 
the ENVI committee last June, the committee also gave 
mandate to the Rapporteur to start negotiations with the 
Council for a first reading agreement. Four trilogues were 
held with the Lithuanian Presidency, and an overall 
compromise was reached last December. 

The agreement contributes to achieving the EU’s climate 
objectives by discouraging the use of those F-gases 
which have a high impact on the climate, and promoting 
energy-efficient and safe alternatives. It also improves 

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

market opportunities for alternative technologies and 
gases to stimulate innovation and advance green 
technologies, and helps to bring consensus on an 
international agreement to phase down 
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), the most relevant group of F-
gases, under the Montreal Protocol.  

Rapporteur: Eickhout (Greens/EFA)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Bánki (EPP), Leinen (S&D), Skylakakis (ALDE), Callanan 
(ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 

Electronic identification of bovine animals and labelling of 
beef & Computer databases which are part of the 
surveillance networks in the Member States 
Vote on the results of negotiations  

In 2011, the Commission 
presented its proposal 
to  introduce bovine 
electronic identification 
(EID) on a voluntary 
basis, and simplify the 
rules on voluntary beef labelling. Following the adoption 
of the report by the ENVI committee, and a partial vote in 
the plenary in 2012, negotiations were held with Council 
for a first reading agreement. At the end of the 
negotiations Council presented a possible agreement to 
Parliament. The proposed deal was not supported by all 
the political groups mainly due to the outstanding issue 
of labelling of beef from cloned animals and their 
descendants, which was requested by Parliament but not 
included into the agreement, in particular because of the 
upcoming Commission proposal on cloning. The 
Commission proposals on 'cloning' and 'novel food' were 
published in December.  

The committee will now vote first on the procedure, i.e. 
whether or not the possible agreement with the Council 
should be put to a vote. If the outcome of that vote is 
affirmative, the committee will proceed to the vote of 
approval on the text of the agreement. 

Rapporteur: Auconie (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Roth-Behrendt (S&D), Pakarinen (ALDE), Staes 
(Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

Determining the volumes of greenhouse gas emission 
allowances to be auctioned in 2013-2020 
Vote on draft motions for a resolution 

The draft Commission Regulation determines the volume 
of greenhouse gas emission allowances which would be 
auctioned in the period 2013-2020 (“backloading”). The 
ITRE Committee, and separately, three Members of the 
ENVI Committee, have objected to the draft measure on 
the grounds that it goes beyond what is strictly necessary 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/1016/1016654/1016654en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140130_f-gases_agreed_v2_/envi20140130_f-gases_agreed_v2_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0305(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/113883/ERIK_BANKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4262/Jo_LEINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97018/Theodoros_SKYLAKAKIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140130_beef_labelling_/envi20140130_beef_labelling_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96862/Sophie_AUCONIE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0229(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1183/DAGMAR_ROTH-BEHRENDT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96685/RIIKKA_PAKARINEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/1016/1016767/1016767en.pdf
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to achieve the aim of the Emissions Trading System (ETS) 
Directive, and as a result does not respect the principle of 
proportionality. Separately, Commissioner Hedegaard 
has written to the Chairman to request curtailment of the 
scrutiny period in relation to this measure.  

The Committee will vote first on the draft resolutions 
connected to the objections. If these motions for a 
resolution are rejected, the Committee then will vote on 
the proposal for early non-objection to the draft 
measure.  

Authors: Sartori (Chair of the ITRE Committee), Korhola (EPP), 
Callanan (ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 

 
Monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide 
emissions from maritime transport and amendment of 
Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 
Vote on draft report 

The main objective of 
this Regulation is to 
establish a European 
monitoring, reporting 
and verification (MRV) 
system for CO2 emissions 
from ships as first step of 
a staged approach to 

reduce these emissions. In order to reduce the related 
administrative costs while ensuring robust results, simple 
and lean MRV requirements are proposed. The approach 
is designed to make use of already existing data on board 
of ships to the fullest extent.  

The Rapporteur in his draft report proposed a set of 
amendments aiming to cover also NOx emissions, and to 
limit the implementation costs and the administrative 
burden for the maritime sector. An additional 199 
amendments were tabled by other Members. The 
Rapporteur and the Shadows are currently negotiating 
on compromise amendments. 

Rapporteur: Skylakakis (ALDE)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR) 

 

ETS Aviation 2 
Vote on draft report 

The 38th International Civil Association Organisation 
Assembly agreed on adopting a global market based 
measure (MBM) in 2016, which will be implemented by 
2020. In response to that, and in order to further 
promote the global MBM momentum, the Commission 
proposed lowering the proportion of emissions, both 
from flights to and from 3rd countries, to which the EU 
Emission Trading Scheme shall apply for the period up to 
2020. Thus international flights will only be covered 
within European airspace with application from 2014, 
while the Stop the Clock is extended for another year 
including 2014.  

The Rapporteur, while endorsing the COM proposal as 
sensible compromise way forward, suggests limiting this 
2nd derogation to 2016 only, given the adoption of a 
global MBM cannot indeed be guaranteed in 2016 so that 
original ETS directive kicks back in from 2017. Should 
there be indeed a global MBM, the Commission should 
come up with proposals for both the interim period from 
2017-2019 as well as for the post 2020 period when the 
MBM will apply. Furthermore, he proposes to increase 
the level of auctions of 
allowances and level of caps for 
aviation in Directive 2003/87/EC 
on par with requires for other 
sectors under the ETS. Finally, he 
proposes to reintroduce the 
earmarking of revenues from 
auctioning. 

Almost one hundred additional amendments were 
received from other Members which offer a wide-ranging 
reaction to the proposal from completely rejecting it to a 
large number of amendments which suggest a different 
direction - i.e. stopping the clock for 3rd country flights 
till 2016 and even 2020.  

The Rapporteur has negotiated a package of 6 
compromise amendments widely supported by the 
majority of groups backing up the rapporteur's position 
on airspace approach for flights to third countries from 
2014-2016, airspace approach for flights between EEA and 
outermost regions until a global MBM is agreed, binding 
earmarking of revenues. 

Rapporteur: Liese (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Groote (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 

 

Prevention and management of the introduction and 
spread of invasive alien species 
Vote on draft report 

The Commission proposal establishes a framework for 
action to tackle Invasive Alien Species (IAS) which are a 
major cause of biodiversity loss and species extinction 
and can cause health problems, damage infrastructure, 
hamper forestry and cause agricultural losses. IAS are 
estimated to cost the Union at least € 12 billion per year. 

The Rapporteur agrees with the Commission that the 
proposal should be based on the principles of prevention, 
prioritisation and coordination. In addition in his draft 
report he introduces amendments to remove the 
proposed cap of 50 IAS, address IAS that are native to 
some parts of the Union but invasive to others, deal with 
IAS of Member State concern, allow Member States to 
prioritise action appropriate to the conditions of their 
territory, improve the information support system, and 
set up a dedicated scientific forum supporting the 
decision making process. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4260/Eija-Riitta_KORHOLA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1008/1008614/1008614en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97018/Theodoros_SKYLAKAKIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0224(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer_FJELLNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1008/1008958/1008958en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1927/PETER_LIESE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0344(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1010/1010988/1010988en.pdf
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Around 300 amendments were tabled by other Members 
focusing on major aspects of the proposal, in particular 
the definitions of IAS of Union and Member State 
concern, IAS native in the Union territory, the cap on the 
list of IAS of Union concern, animal welfare issues, 
derogations and permits. A set of compromise 
amendments covering most of the sensitive points has 
been negotiated between the Rapporteur and the 
Shadows. 

Rapporteur: Poc (S&D)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Sommer (EPP), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Demesmaeker 
(Greens/EFA), Girling (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

Protection of species of wild fauna and flora by regulating 
trade therein - CITES (Recast) 
Vote on draft report 

The Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
signed in 1973, aims to ensure 
that international trade in 
specimens of wild animals and 
plants does not threaten their 
survival. Council Regulation 

(EC) No 338/97 deals with the protection of species of 
wild fauna and flora by regulating trade therein. 
Whenever the list of species listed in the Annexes to the 
Council Regulation changes, this has been done through 
a Commission Regulation. To allow for further changes 
regarding delegated and implementing acts (following 
the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty), the codification of 
the Council Regulation has been presented in a recast 
form in order to incorporate the necessary amendments. 

While no political choices have been exercised within the 
recast proposal, the substantive changes resulted from 
the treaty law or new EU legislation concerning the same 
topic matter. The Rapporteur proposes only 13 
amendments to the recast proposal. 

Rapporteur: Groote (S&D)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Zanoni (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Rosbach (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 

 

New psychoactive substances 
Vote on draft opinion 

A growing number of new psychoactive substances, 
which imitate the effects of substances controlled under 
the UN Conventions on Drugs, and which are marketed 
as legal alternatives to them (‘legal highs’), are emerging 
and spreading fast in the internal market. These 
substances are not subjected to control measures under 
the UN Conventions on Drugs  

The Commission proposal aims at improving the 
functioning of the internal market regarding licit uses of 

new psychoactive substances, while reducing the 
availability of substances that pose risks through swifter, 
more effective and more proportionate EU action. It is 
accompanied by a proposal for a Directive amending 
Council Framework Decision 2004/757/JHA laying down 
minimum provisions on the constituent elements of 
criminal acts and penalties in the field of illicit drug 
trafficking (see next item). 

The Rapporteur considers regulatory interventions 
important, but she emphasises that they should be 
complemented by research and monitoring psychoactive 
substances. She also stresses to improve the availability 
and effectiveness of prevention programmes. 
Furthermore, she emphasises that the information 
provided by the National Focal Points and Europol 
National Units should also refer to the detection and 
identification of the substances that appear to be new 
psychoactive substances or mixtures, as well as their 
consumption patterns, information on non-fatal 
intoxication and deaths caused by the consumption of 
such substances. In addition to the draft opinion, 43 
amendments were tabled in the ENVI Committee. 

Rapporteur: Antonescu (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Lyubcheva,(S&D), Taylor (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA), Chrysogelos (Greens/EFA), 

 

Definition of the term 'drug' - criminal acts and penalties 
in the field of illicit drug trafficking, as regards the  
Vote on draft opinion 

Although consumption of substances controlled under 
the UN Conventions on drugs, such as cocaine, ecstasy or 
cannabis (‘controlled drugs’), seems to have stabilised in 
recent years, albeit at high levels, a major challenge is to 
address new substances that emerge on the market at a 
rapid speed.  

The Commission proposal amends Framework Decision 
2004/757/JHA to include new psychoactive substances 
posing severe risks within its scope of application. It is 
linked to the above mentioned proposal on new 
psychoactive substances so that these substances, 
posing severe health, social and safety risks, are 
therefore submitted to permanent market restriction and 
are also subjected to the criminal law provisions on illicit 
drug trafficking set by the Framework Decision 
2004/757/JHA.  

The Rapporteur welcomes the proportionality of 
sanctions proposed in the new system. With reference to 
the definition of a drug, he is of an opinion that it shall 
include possible mixtures or solutions containing one or 
more of listed substances, especially taking into 
consideration the fast changing nature of the products 
and so called creativity within the market, appearing in 
constant changes to the formulas. 16 additional 
amendments were tabled in ENVI. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96715/Pavel_POC.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0307(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4282/RENATE_SOMMER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/117477/MARK_DEMESMAEKER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1001/1001985/1001985en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0196(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer_FJELLNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108329/Andrea_ZANONI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96664/Anna_ROSBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1011/1011142/1011142en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96702/Elena%20Oana_ANTONESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0305(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37524/MARUSYA_LYUBCHEVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112620/Rebecca_TAYLOR.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111823/Nikos_CHRYSOGELOS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111823/Nikos_CHRYSOGELOS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1011/1011073/1011073en.pdf
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Rapporteur:  Sonik (EPP)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Mizzi (S&D), Parvanova (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA), Nicholson (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

Production and making available on the market of plant 
reproductive material (plant reproductive material law) 
Vote on draft opinion 

The Commission 
proposal aims at 
consolidating and 
updating current 
legislation on 
marketing of plant 
reproductive material 
(PRM) by regulating 

production and making available on the market of all 
types of PRM. The two basic pillars are registration of 
varieties/material and certification/inspection of lots 
before marketing, with a distinction between PRM 
subject to enhanced requirements and PRM benefitting 
from lighter procedures and derogations  

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur submits 
amendments in relation to the scope, the categories of 
PRM, a list of genera and species subject to mandatory 
certification, niche market and cloned material.  

In ENVI, an additional 600 amendments were tabled. 
Several amendments ask for the rejection of the 
Commission proposal, based on concerns in relation to 
the “one-size fits all” approach, unnecessary 
administrative burdens for operators and Member States 
as well as restricted choices and transparency for 
consumers. Other amendments relate to the scope, the 
protection of old varieties as well as heterogeneous 
material.  

Rapporteur: Ayuso (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Poc (S&D), Lepage (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Ferreira 
(GUE/NGL), Nicholson (ECR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  

 Motion for a resolution on country of origin or 
place of provenance for fresh, chilled, and frozen 
meat of swine, sheep, goats and poultry;  

 Report on shipment of waste; 

 Opinions for the 2012 discharge procedure: EU 
general budget, EEA, EMA, EFSA, ECDC, ECHA; 

 Opinion on animal health;  

 Opinion on protective measures against pests of 
plants. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28299/BOGUSLAW_SONIK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0304(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/118858/MARLENE_MIZZI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34234/Antonyia_PARVANOVA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111823/Nikos_CHRYSOGELOS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1008/1008416/1008416en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0137(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96715/Pavel_POC.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97076/Corinne_LEPAGE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1010/1010876/1010876en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1010/1010876/1010876en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1010/1010869/1010869en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1013/1013721/1013721en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1010/1010872/1010872en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1012/1012098/1012098en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/1012/1012108/1012108en.pdf
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 NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Black carbon is an air pollutant which harms 
human health and can contribute to climate 
change. EEA has published a report on the 
measurement of black carbon in the air. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA has published recommendations 
on best practice for interaction during 
substance evaluation under REACH. 

More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

EFSA has recently published a list of projects 
that it plans to launch by mid-2014 
under its grants and procurement 
schemes. More 

 

European Medicines Agency 

(EMA)  

EMA recommends 81 
medicines for marketing 
authorisation in 2013, 

compared with 57 in 2012. Of these, 38 medicines 
containing active substances that had never been used in 
medicines before compared with 35 in 2012. More 
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subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  
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