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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Monday 20, January 2014, 15.00 

- 18.30 and on Tuesday 21, January, 9.00-12.30 in Brussels. The following items were on the agenda. 

 

1. Priorities of the Greek Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 

Mr Notis Mitarachi, the Vice Minister for Development and Competitiveness responsible for Trade, presented 

the priorities of the Greek Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy, including advancing the 

ongoing negotiations (such as with the US, Canada, Singapore, Japan and China), working towards 

implementation of the WTO agreement reached in Bali (Indonesia), addressing non-tariff barriers to trade, 

and trying to complete legislative priorities with the Parliament in the short available time until the EP 

elections, such as Investor to State Dispute Settlement financial responsibility, the Enforcement Regulation 

and the review of Trade Defence Instruments. He also flagged Geographical Indications as a priority, stressing 

that those are not protectionism, but rather consumer information.   

 

The Vice-Minister underlined that trade is proving to be part of the solution to get out of the economic crisis. 

He also called for realistic expectations as the time for legislative cooperation between Council and 

Parliament is limited due to European elections. He concluded with another priority, 

2. Statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries as regards conferring of 
delegated and implementing powers upon the Commission for the adoption of certain 
measures 

Consideration & votes 

INTA considered amendments to the draft report on the Commission proposal aiming at aligning Regulation 

(EC) No 471/2009 to the post-Lisbon regime of implementing and delegated acts. The amendments 

introduced changes reflecting the outcome of negotiations on Trade Omnibuses and replacing implementing 

acts by delegated acts in two cases. The final report comprising 12 amendments to the Commission proposal 

was adopted with 19 votes in favour and 10 votes against. The plenary vote on the Parliament´s 1
st
 reading 

position is preliminary foreseen for the March plenary session. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) Consideration of Amendments: 20/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Deadline for Ams: 5/12/2013 

Procedure: 2013/0279(COD)  Vote in Committee: 21/01/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14  

3. Retaliatory measures against wine imported from the EU by the People's Republic of 
China (PRC) 

Consideration & votes 

INTA considered and adopted an Oral Question to the Commission on the Chinese antidumping investigation 

on wine imported to PRC. Contrary to any expectation the undertaking with PRC on solar panel reached in 

July 2013 did not bring a deal regarding the EU wine imported to PRC and China seems to be using the TDI 

for retaliatory means. The EU wine sector is still facing serious risks of punitive measures at the end of the 

procedure that may severely impact on its presence in the Chinese market. There are serious doubts whether 

PRC's investigations are based on WTO-compatible grounds. INTA decided to ask the Commission to clarify 

whether the anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations launched by PRC against EU wines comply with 

WTO procedures. Moreover, what concrete steps is the Commission taking to reach an amicable solution with 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/1015/1015253/1015253en.pdf
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96930/Vital%20MOREIRA_home.html
mailto:Tatiana.mrazikova@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0279(COD)&l=en
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PRC to terminate the investigation on EU wine? INTA has additional concerns regarding the Commission's 

strategy on retaliation against the EU by a third country and is asking also measures  to efficiently prevent at 

the earliest possible opportunity further trade disputes with PRC. 
 

 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Vote in INTA: 21/1/2014 

Procedure: 2014/2504(RSP) Plenary: Feb/Mar-14 (tbc) 

Lead committee: INTA  

4. Delegation to Greece, 18 - 19 December 2013 
 

INTA discussed the mission report on a visit an INTA Delegation made to Athens, conducted in the run-up to 

the upcoming Greek Presidency of the Council of the EU. During the visit, INTA Chairman Moreira and 

Metin Kazak, met Ministers, Parliamentarians, senior civil servants as well as representatives from civil 

society. They also made a field trip to the Greek natural cosmetics company APIVITA.  

 

5. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views 

Under the regular item, the Committee was informed of the state of play of ongoing informal trilogues 

regarding the following procedures:  

 

- ISDS financial responsibility regulation (2012/0163(COD), rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP)), on which 

the second and the third trilogues were held on 28 November and 12 December 2013. 

 

- Enforcement Regulation (2012/0359(COD), rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE)), on which the second 

trilogue was held on 17 December 2013. 

 

- Regulation applying the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement (2011/0465(COD) rapporteur: 

Iuliu Winkler (EPP)), on which the first and only trilogue was held on 26 November 2013, and the outcome of 

the negotiations was approved in INTA Committee on 17 December 2013. 

 

- The Autonomous Trade Preferences to Moldova (2013/0325(COD), rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP)), on 

which the agreement was reached after the vote in INTA on 28 November 2013. The text was adopted by the 

EP plenary on 10 December 2013 (P7_TA-PROV(2013)0521). 
 

- The Dual use regulation (2011/0310(COD), rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP)), on which the second 

trilogue was held on 17 December 2013 leading to the early second reading agreement, which was approved 

by INTA on 21 January 2014. 

6. State of play in the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement  

Consideration of motion for a resolution 

INTA exchanged on a draft motion for a resolution on the state of play in the EU-Vietnam Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA). Launched in June 2012, the FTA talks have reached the stage of real trade and related 

substance, with the 6th round held in Brussels in January (week 3). Having accelerated the pace, Vietnam 

wishes to conclude the negotiations by October 2014. 

 

The author of the draft motion, INTA Standing Rapporteur for Vietnam Mr Jan Zahradil (ECR), highlighted 

issues such as the WTO compatibility of the future FTA, the (full) elimination of duties - while accepting 

some asymmetry in timing - the need for effective business environment, including opportunities for SMEs. 

MEPs shadowing the talks raised concerns related to animal welfare, human rights and labour standards in 

Vietnam. 

 

mailto:heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Responsible administrator:Hannariikka Nieminen / 

Rémi Pierot 

Consideration: 20-21/1/2014 

Procedure: 2013/2989(RSP) Deadline for Amendments: 27/1/2014, 12.00 

Lead committee: INTA Vote in INTA: 12-13/2/2014 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

7. Votes 

Protection against dumped and subsidised imports from countries not members of the EC 

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP)  
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft report as amended 24 6 0 

Statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries as regards conferring of delegated and 

implementing powers upon the Commission for the adoption of certain measures 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft report as amended 19 10 0 

Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Indonesia on forest law 

enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to the EU 

Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Verts/ALE) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft recommendation (consent) 29 0 0 

Draft motion for a resolution as amended 27 0 2 

Authorising Member States to ratify, in the interests of the European Union, the Arms Trade Treaty 

Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft recommendation (consent)  29 0 0 

Implementation of the ATT within the scope of the EU's exclusive competence 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft motion for a resolution as amended 29 0 0 

Retaliatory measures against wine imported from the EU by the People's Republic of China (PRC) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Question for oral answer  27 0 2 

Implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon with respect to the European Parliament 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 27 0 2 

Prevention and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien species 

Rapporteur: Catherine Bearder (ADLE) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 27 1 2 

mailto:%25hannariikka.nieminen@ep.europa.eu
mailto:remi.pierot@ep.europa.eu
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Framework Agreement between the EU and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of 

Korea, of the other part 

Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft opinion as amended 26 0 3 

Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the control of 

exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP)  
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Outcome of the trilogue negotiations  25 0 4 

8. Macro-financial assistance to the Republic of Tunisia 

Consideration 

INTA considered the draft report on macro-financial assistance (MFA) to the Republic of Tunisia. The 

amendments of the draft report reflect the considerations and principles contained in the Joint Declaration by 

the European Parliament and the Council adopted together with MFA to Georgia; and/or harmonise the 

wording of the proposal with the recitals and articles contained in the latest MFA decision. 

 

The Members expressed support for a swift adoption of this MFA decision under the current legislative term 

to enable first loan disbursements still in 2014. Instead of a total of 250 million euros foreseen by the 

Commission, the Rapporteur proposed an increase to 300 million euros. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) Considerations: 20-21/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Deadline for amendments: 23/1/2014, 12.00 

Procedure: 2013/0416(COD) Vote in INTA: 12-13/2/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14 

9. Agreements between the EU and Australia, Brazil, Canada, Hong Kong, India and Japan 
pursuant to Article XXI of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 1994, 
relating to the modifications of the commitments in the schedules of the Republic of 
Bulgaria and Romania in the course of their accession to the EU 

Consideration 

The rapporteur Mr Zahradil and the shadows rapporteurs discussed this consent file and agreed that the 

agreement does not raise major concerns from the Parliament's point of view. The Parliament could now give 

its consent regarding this agreement once it receives the official referral from the Council. 

 

The agreement's objective is to upgrade the EU commitments following the accession of Romania and 

Bulgaria to the EU. The country's schedules of services' commitments were modified when they joined the 

EU. Therefore the EU had to negotiate compensation with the WTO members which requested so. This 

process had been slightly delayed because the similar deal struck by the EU with its WTO partners on 

compensation following the accession of new countries to the EU in 2004 had taken a long time to conclude 

and to ratify.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Jan Zahradil (ECR) Considerations: 20-21/1/2014 

Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Deadline for amendments: 24/1/2014, 12.00 

Procedure: 2013/0329(NLE) Vote in INTA: 19-20/3/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-14 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96930/Vital%20MOREIRA_home.html
mailto:martti.kalaus@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0416(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23712/Jan%20ZAHRADIL_home.html
mailto:nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0329(NLE)&l=en
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10. Delegation to India, 28 October - 1 November 2013  
 

The Committee received feedback from the Chair of the INTA delegation to India, Mr Zalewski, and from the 

Standing Rapporteur for trade relations with India, Ms. Badia i Cutchet, on the visit to Delhi, Pune and 

Mumbai. Participants stressed that the visit provided valuable insight on various issues related to trade 

negotiations such as, for instance tariffs for car-parts, access to medicines, fight against child labour, IPR 

protection. 

11. Monitoring Group Activities 
 

The Committee received feedback from the meetings of the Monitoring Group on Chile, USA (TTIP) and 

Mexico. 

 

 
Back to Content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Wednesday 12, February 2014, 

9.00-12.30 & 15.00 - 18.30 and on Thursday 13, February, 9.00-12.30 in Brussels. The meeting will be 

webstreamed, except for the in camera items. 

1. Procedures for applying the EC-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the 
EC-Serbia Interim Agreement 

Consideration & votes 
The Committee will consider the Council's first reading position and vote on a draft recommendation for the 

second reading regarding the proposal for a regulation applying the trade-related parts of the EC/Serbia 

Stabilisation and Association Agreement. The draft recommendation proposes to approve the Council position 

at first reading without amendments because the text is a result of informal trilogue negotiations that led to an 

early second reading agreement. INTA Committee adopted the outcome of these negotiations on 17 December 

2013. The Council adopted its first reading position on 28 January 2014.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Cons. of the Council position and the draft recomm. 

for 2
nd

 reading : 12/02/2014 

Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Deadline for AMs: 12/02/2014 at 18:00 

Procedure: 2011/0465(COD)  Planned adoption INTA: 13/02/2014 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Feb-II-14  

2. The WTO and the post-Bali agenda   

Roberto Azevêdo, Director General, of the World Trade Organisation will give his assessment of the first 

multilateral trade deal reached within the WTO at the December 2013 Ministerial Conference.  Whilst the deal 

is significant, particularly the agreement on trade facilitation, much remains to be done in order to conclude the 

Doha round of negotiations which were launched in 2001.  He will therefore also focus on what the next steps 

should be in that regard and how to capitalise on the political will demonstrated at the Ministerial in order to 

make progress in a number of key areas. 

3. Ad hoc delegation to the 9th WTO Ministerial Conference  
 

A delegation of 10 MEPs attended the World Trade Organisation 9th Ministerial Conference which took place 

in December 2013 and at which the 159 members of the organisation succeeded in reaching agreement.  The 

European Parliament delegated led by Chairman Vital Moreira MEP attended the conference as part of the EU 

delegation and in addition were part of the Parliamentary Conference to the World Trade Organisation – a 

forum which brings together Parliamentarians from many different countries with a particular expertise in 

international trade matters. The Chair will outline the importance of the parliamentary dimension to 

international trade talks in terms of ensuring oversight and conveying the concerns of citizens to the 

negotiators. 

4. Exchange of views with Business Europe and ETUC on the EU trade policy 
 

The two key social partners at the European level will present their views on the current EU trade policy files. 

This joint exchange of views will provide their assessment of the progress made in international trade 

negotiations and in the legislative field of the common commercial policy. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/?legislature=7&start-date=20-03-2013&end-date=18-04-2013&committee=INTA
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/39725/Iuliu%20WINKLER_home.html
mailto:Tatiana.mrazikova@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0465(COD)&l=en
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5. Evaluation of this Commission's term with regards to trade policy: Pros and Cons 

Hearing 

INTA will listen to the views of business organisations and civil society in its hearing on "Evaluation of this 

Commission's term with regard to Trade Policy". The invited experts represent the Association of Small and 

Medium Sized Enterprises (UEAPME), European Services Federation (ESF), Austrian Chamber of Labour 

(AK) and European NGO's (APRODEV). The Commission is be represented by Mr Jean-Luc Demarty, 

Director General of DG Trade. 

 

How do the experts see the balance of trade policy during the Commission's mandate so far, what has been the 

contribution of the Lisbon Treaty to the Union's trade policy, especially in relation to the enhanced role of the 

European Parliament as co-legislator? Has our trade policy successfully addressed the vital participation of 

SME's in the value-chains and the increasing role of trade in services? What have been the results in 

connection to creating jobs and prosperity in the Union, and how trade has contributed in the Union's policy 

objectives? 

Programme 

6. State of play of ongoing negotiations 

In camera 

During the regular exchange of views with INTA, Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 

Commission, will give the overview on the state of play regarding international trade negotiations 

7. Agreement on Cooperation and Customs Union between the European Community and 
its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of San Marino, of the other part, 
regarding the participation, as a contracting party, of the Republic of Croatia, following 
its accession to the EU 

In camera 

Members will hear (in camera) a presentation of a legal opinion on a Commission proposal to adapt the EU's 

contractual relations with San Marino. Following Croatia's accession to the EU on 1 July 2013, EU agreements 

with third countries need to be adapted to include the newest Member State as a contracting party.  

 

INTA Rapporteur Chairman Moreira decided to request the Parliament's Legal Service's opinion on the choice 

of the legal basis in the Commission proposal, and notably the recourse to the so-called flexibility clause (Art. 

352 of the TFEU).  Pending the legal opinion, Rapporteur put the Committee proceedings on hold. 

 

The EU and San Marino signed the adaptation Protocol in October 2013. For it to be concluded, the Parliament 

needs to give its consent. The presentation of the legal opinion will possibly be followed by a public 

consideration of the proposal. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE to be confirmed 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) Cons. draft recommendation: 13/2/2014 (tbc) 

Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Deadline for Ams: 20/2/2014, noon (tbc) 

Procedure: 2013/0273(NLE)  Adoption in INTA: 19-20/3/2014 (tbc) 

Lead committee: INTA Adoption in plenary: April 2014 (tbc) 

8. State of play in the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement  

Consideration of amendments & votes 

INTA will consider amendments to a draft motion for a resolution on the state of play in the EU-Vietnam 

negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). A total of 59 amendments were tabled by trade MEPs, 

highlighting concerns such as the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights, including 

geographical indications, the state of animal welfare, human rights and labour standards, as well as the large 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201402/20140206ATT78918/20140206ATT78918EN.pdf
mailto:vital.moreira@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%25hannariikka.nieminen@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0273(NLE)&l=en
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subsidised state sector - accounting for roughly 40% of the Vietnamese GDP. 

 

The draft motion will be voted later in the same meeting. Some compromise wording has been proposed to the 

amendments tabled. 

Calendar 

9. Macro-financial assistance to the Republic of Tunisia 
Votes 

INTA will vote on the draft report on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the 

Council providing macro-financial assistance (MFA) to the Republic of Tunisia (COM(2013)0860). There are 

3 amendments by Rapporteur in the draft report and 5 additional amendments to be voted, with the most 

significant of those suggesting increasing the amount of assistance by 50 million euros (to total 300 million).  

 

Calendar 

10. Exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade 
rules 

Votes 

INTA is planning to vote on the outcome of the trilogue on the Enforcement regulation. On 28 January, the 

parliament's Council and Commission's delegations agreed on a consolidated text which will pave the way for 

a new horizontal instrument designed to enforce the EU's rights when facing illegal and unfair trade action. 

The three delegations bridged the gap still existing on a number of issues, ranging from comitology provisions, 

review clause for services and the listing of public procurement contracting authorities covered by the 

regulation. The final vote in plenary is scheduled for April I session. 

11. Imports of rice originating from Bangladesh 
Votes 

On September 17, 2013, INTA adopted the report of Mr Murphy on this file. On December, 10 2013, the 

European Parliament proceeded in plenary session to a partial vote on the amendments. The Council adopted 

its informal (negotiating) position on Tuesday 3 February 2014 and a first informal trilogue on this file is 

scheduled for Monday 10 February 2014. Should the trilogue be successfully concluded on that date INTA 

might vote on the outcome on Thursday February 13, 2014.  

12. Review of the EU – Japan trade negotiations 
Exchange of views 

INTA will have an exchange of views with some key stakeholders in relation to the follow-up of EU-Japan 

free trade negotiations. These talks are the first ones, where the mandate was adopted under the Lisbon treaty. 

INTA will exchange views with the European Automotive Manufacturers' Association (ACEA) and the 

European Pharmaceutical Industry Association (EFPIA) to share the stakeholders' views of the state-of-play of 

the negotiations. This discussion will contribute to the preparation of the Parliament's position in relation to the 

stock-taking review the EU-Japan negotiations. 

13. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 
 

Committee will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations. Since 

INTA meeting in January 2014, the following trilogues have been held: 

 

On 29 January the third trilogue was held on the Enforcement Regulation (2012/0359(COD), rapporteur: 

Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE)).   

 

On 4 February the fourth trilogue was held on ISDS financial responsibility regulation (2012/0163(COD), 

rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP)).  
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On 10 February the first trilogue will be held on a proposal for a regulation on imports of rice originating in 

Bangladesh (2012/0085(COD), rapporteur: Paul Murphy (GUE)).  

 

On 12 February the first trilogue will be held on the amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005 on 

the establishment of a FLEGT licensing scheme for imports of timber into the European Community 

(2013/0010(COD). Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP). 

14. Monitoring Group Activities 
 

The Committee is expected to receive feedback from the meetings of the Monitoring Group on China, 

Colombia/Peru, Ecuador, MERCOSUR, Thailand and Vietnam. 

 

 
Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  

All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 

 

Tisa Trade in Services Agreement, 17-24 February & 28 April-2 May (tbc), Geneva, 

Switzerland  

USA 4
th

 round, 10-14 March, Brussels, Belgium 

Vietnam 7
th

 round, 17-21 March, Hanoi, Viet Nam 

China EU-China Investment Agreement negotiations, 24-27 March, Brussels, Belgium (tbc) 

Morocco 4
th

 round, 24-28 March, Brussels, Belgium (tbc) 

Japan 5
th

 round, 31 March - 4 April, Tokyo, Japan 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info 
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 

State-of-play of the Union's TDI 
 

On 31 December 2013, there were 86 anti-dumping and 12 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, 

there were undertakings in force from 5 countries covering 7 products. At the end of December, 41 

investigations were on-going. 45 investigations were initiated, out of them 9 new investigations, of which 5 

anti-subsidy; 17 expiry reviews, of which 1 anti-subsidy; 10 interim reviews, of which 1 anti-subsidy. 6 

provisional measures were imposed (of which 1 anti-subsidy), involving imports from 3 countries and 

covering 2 products, and 15 definitive measures were imposed (of which 3 anti-subsidy), involving imports 

from 8 countries and covering 9 products. The Commission accepted undertakings offered by exporters in 2 

cases. 

 

The Commission has not initiated any new TDI - proceedings so far in the course of 2014 
More information 

 

WTO Dispute settlement  

 

Latest DSU developments as of 23 January 2014 
 

 In DS 472 Brazil – Tax measures, the EU requested consultations with Brazil on 19 December 2013. 

 In DS 473, Argentina requested consultations on EU antidumping measures on biodiesel and a 

provision of the EU Basic AD Regulation. 

 In DS474, Russia requested consultations on cost adjustment provisions in the EU's Basic 

Antidumping Regulation and on certain related EU antidumping measures. 

 In DS 397, EU- AD measures on certain Iron or Steel Fasteners, on 25 November 2013 a compliance 

panel was established at the request of China  

 In DS 401, EU-Seals, the WTO panel circulated its report on 25 November 2013. The complainants 

indicated they would appeal it. 

 In DS 469, EU - Atlanto-scandian herring, on 8 January 2014, Denmark requested a panel in respect of 

the Faroe Islands. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/august/tradoc_151694.pdf
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 In DS 26, EU- Hormones, the European Parliament gave its consent to the revised Memorandum of 

Understanding with the US. 

More info 
 

 

Meetings held during weeks 4-5  

January 20 

 Working lunch with Mr Notis Mitarachi, Vice Minister for Development & Competitiveness of Greece 

January 21 

 Meeting with Mr Tahar Chérif, Ambassador of Tunisia to the EU 

 Meeting with the Cabinet of Commissioner De Gucht on the modernization of trade defence 

instruments  

January 22 

 Meeting with Mr Gómez Camacho, Ambassador of Mexico to the EU  

January 28 

 Host, together with the Chair of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the EP, of the 

roundtable on "Challenges and Opportunities for the European agri-food industry: Key non-tariff 

measures in the TTIP", organized by COPA-COGECA and FoodDrinkEurope   

 Interview for Politico on TTIP  

30 January 

 Speaker at the conference "The Annual EU-US Trade Conference - The Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership: The right deal for global trade?", organized by Forum Europe 

 

 
Upcoming briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 

 External study on EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries 

 External study on Implementation and Enforcement of HR Conditionality in EU Trade Agreements 

 External study on the parliamentary dimension of regulatory cooperation in the context of the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

 Internal briefing note on a comparison of EU and USA free trade agreements with Colombia and Peru 

 External study on the cross-cutting and cumulative effects of EU FTAs 

 Internal briefing note on the role of the EP in the definition of EU trade policy after entry into force of 

the Lisbon treaty 

 Internal briefing note on Trade Policy of the European Union: Five Years after Entry into Force of the 

Lisbon Treaty 

 Internal briefing note on Cariforum EPA  

 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2007/may/tradoc_134652.pdf
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Joint hearing on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) 

 

On 11 February 2014, 10.00-12:30, INTA and DEVE will hold a joint hearing on ACP 

countries and Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). After looking at the progress in 

EPAs negotiations, the speakers will discuss the challenges of implementation, regional 

integration and conditions for making EPAs work for trade and development. 2014 is set to 

be an important milestone setting ground for the future Africa-EU relationship. 

 

 

See the programme 

 

Briefings by the EP Research Service 

 

A changing environment for Greenland 
Grieger Gisela, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 30 January 2014, 1 p., 

"Greenland, a self-governing territory within the Kingdom of Denmark and one of the Overseas Countries 

and Territories (OCTs) associated with the EU, faces major challenges. New opportunities have arisen thanks 

to Greenland's rich resources of critical raw materials which are becoming increasingly more accessible due 

to climate change." 

 

The Arms Trade Treaty: ratification and beyond 
Latek Marta, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 30 January 2014, 1 p. 

"Considered by many a historic achievement, the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) establishing common standards 

for import, export and transfer of conventional arms, will, once in force, close a major loophole in 

international law. Unlike weapons of mass destruction or land mines, the rising trade in conventional arms 

had not previously been covered by any binding international rules." 

 

Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS): State of play and prospects for reform  
Marta Latek, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 22 January 2014, 9 p. 

"Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) mechanisms are found in more than 3000 international 

investment treaties, but have been increasingly criticised in recent years." 

 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 

Regulation of foreign investment: challenges to international harmonization 
Drabek, Zdenek; Mavroidis, Petros C. - World Scientific, 2013, 512 p., 

"Assesses the importance of international rules for FDI and the major challenges to 

international harmonization of those rules. Reviews the role of national and international 

legislation. Addresses regulatory issues of technology transfer, labour, environment, subsidies 

and investment incentives, national security, public services and sovereign wealth funds. Looks 

at the experience of international fora in addressing these issues and at theoretical and 

conceptual problems of rule harmonization." 

 

Agricultural supply chains and the challenge of price risk 
John Williams. - Routledge, 2014, 304 p.  

"The problems of integration and price risk are interwoven in agricultural supply chains with 

production and supply risk as well as hoarding. However, without supply chain integration 

through commercial trade markets there can be no forward market upon which forward 

transactions and the management of price risk can be based. Without a forward market that can 

reduce opportunistic behaviour, there is likely to be little security of supply, particularly under 

high production risk and price uncertainty." 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201402/20140210ATT79063/20140210ATT79063EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/140730/LDM_BRI(2014)140730_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/140731/LDM_BRI(2014)140731_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/130710/LDM_BRI(2014)130710_REV2_EN.pdf
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=240481
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=242009
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Assessing aid for trade: effectiveness, current issues and future directions 

Dirk Willem te Velde. - Commonwealth Secretarial, 2013, 406 p., 

"Provides a comprehensive review of the Aid for Trade initiative : quantitative and qualitative 

analysis to examine the effectiveness of different components of AfT and underlying factors 

affecting the outcomes ; analyses of current issues, including regional AfT, global value chains, 

infrastructure for development for agriculture, AfT adjustment and lessons from emerging 

economies in aiding exports ; possible directions for the future including an alternative way to 

improve trade outcomes for developing countries by Joseph Stiglitz." 

 

EP Research Service weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 

The EP Research Service weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press 

articles on International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. For more information please visit our 

intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201, 

EP Research Service 

 

Press releases 

 

MEPs call for tougher measures against unfair imports from third countries  

Press release- 05-02-2014 

The EU should raise anti-dumping tariffs against dumped or subsidized imports from third countries and do 

much more to help small firms to take advantage of EU measures to combat them, say MEPs in amendments, 

voted Wednesday, to plans to update EU “trade defence instruments”. MEPs also passed amendments calling 

for tougher tariffs against environmental or social dumping, and against dumping assisted by third country 

export subsidies.  

 

Arms Trade Treaty: “There are weaknesses, but it's still a major step forward.”  

Press release - 05-02-2014 

Some 740,000 women and children die every year because of the illegal and poorly regulated arms trade, 

according to European Commission estimates. The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) sets out to regulate the 

international trade in conventional weapons, but it can only enter into force if at least 50 countries ratify it. 

On Wednesday 5 February, MEPs will vote to authorise EU countries to ratify the treaty. We talked to David 

Martin, a British member of the S&D group who drafted the recommendation. (Read more: Arms Trade 

Treaty: “There are weaknesses, but it's still a major step forward.”)  

 

Important Meetings and Events 

 

WTO events 
 

10-12 February UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) Committee 

on Trade sixth annual session, Geneva, Switzerland  

11-12 February WTO Chairs Programme Conference: “The Way Forward for a 

Successful Partnership”  

11-13 February Trade Policy Review: Tonga  

26 February Dispute Settlement Body  

3-5 March Trade Policy Review: Malaysia  

11-13 March Trade Policy Review: Myanmar 

14 March General Council  

Events calendar 2014 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=237811
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:odile.maisse@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140203IPR34509/html/MEPs-call-for-tougher-measures-against-unfair-imports-from-third-countries
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140205STO34919/html/Arms-Trade-Treaty-%E2%80%9CThere-are-weaknesses-but-it's-still-a-major-step-forward.%E2%80%9D
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#mon02
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Summits & Events 

 

22-23 February G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors' Meeting, Sydney 

20-21 March European Council  

26 March EU-US summit, Brussels 

2-3 April 4th EU-Africa summit, Brussels  

  
 

Useful links 

 

INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  

INTA Intranet & E-Committee 

INTA Internet 

 

EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 

European Council 

Council of Ministers  

Greek presidency  

 

Other Links 

WTO 

Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2014 

 

The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 

19, March 2014, from 09.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday 20, March from 9.00-12.30. The 

calendar of 2014 meetings can be found here.  

 
Back to Content 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://www.intanet.ep.parl.union.eu/intanet/cms/welcome
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?lang=en
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2014.pdf

