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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the ENVI 
Committee takes place in 
Brussels on 12 February1. 
During this short meeting, 
the Committee will vote on a 
draft resolution on the 
objection to the engineered 
nanomaterials definition and 

on an oral question on the country of origin labelling for 
fresh meat. Food safety is high on the agenda as 
European Commissioner Borg will also be present for an 
exchange of views on cloning. The legislative text 
resulting from negotiations between Parliament and 
Council representatives on the review of Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive will also be voted.  

Members will consider the 'Doha package' reports aiming 
to ensure the technical implementation of the Kyoto 
Protocol to the United Nations Frameworks Convention 
on Climate Change in the European Union after 2012; in 
accordance with the Doha Amendments to the Protocol. 
The non-legislative report on the EU alcohol strategy will 
be discussed as well. I will also announce the second 
reading timetable for the proposal for a Regulation of 
the European Parliament and Council on the sound level 
of motor vehicles.  

I would like to draw your attention to a public hearing 
the ENVI Committee is holding a hearing on 17 February, 
from 15h to 18h30, in Brussels, in association with several 
other committees, on the European Citizens’ Initiative on 
Right2Water. It is the first EP hearing of a European 
Citizens' Initiative. The key goals of the initiative are 
“guaranteed water and sanitation for all in the EU”, 
“global access to water and sanitation for all” and “no 
liberalisation of water services”. You will find further 
information on the hearing on the ENVI website. 

 

        Matthias Groote 

 

 

 

 
                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
Amendment of Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of 
the effects of certain public and private project on the 
environment 
Vote on the results of negotiations  

The Commission proposed to amend the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, with the aim to 
correct its shortcomings, reflect ongoing challenges and 
align with the principles of smart regulation. The 
proposed revision introduced new factors for assessing 
environmental issues and aimed to improve the quality of 
the information used in the EIA and to simplify the 
procedures.  

In line with the Parliaments' main objectives adopted in 
October 2013, the agreed text requires that new 
environmental factors such as biodiversity and climate 
are taken into account. It ensures better transparency 
and facilitates public participation through the creation 
of a central web portal. It enshrines rules against conflict 
of interest and limits the recourse to derogations.  

New criteria for decision-making and information are also 
to be provided in EIA reports - concerning e.g. the 
cumulation of projects, hydro-morphological changes, 
and risk assessment. Despite Parliament’s requests, 
mandatory EIA for the extraction and exploration of 
shale gas was not included in the agreement. 

Rapporteur: Zanoni (ALDE)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Bélier 
(Greens/EFA), Stevenson (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL), Cymanski 
(EFD) 
 

Country of origin labelling for meat in processed foods 
Adoption of question for oral answer 
 

In the wake of the horsemeat 
scandal there is an even more 
pressing need for clear 
information to consumers and 
more transparency and 
accountability in the food supply 
chain. 

On 17 December 2013 the 
Commission submitted a report to the European 
Parliament and the Council under the food information to 
consumers Regulation, regarding the mandatory 
indication of the country of origin or place of provenance 
for meat used as an ingredient.  

The Committee will vote on the adoption of an oral 
question to the Commission (to be scheduled at a 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/1017/1017705/1017705en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/subject-files.html?id=20140205CDT78762#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140212_eia_text_/envi20140212_eia_text_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108329/Andrea_ZANONI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0297(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4326/Cristina_GUTIÉRREZ-CORTINES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96738/Sandrine_B%25C3%2589LIER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4546/STRUAN_STEVENSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/qo/1016/1016668/1016668en.pdf
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forthcoming plenary session), in which the Commission 
would be questioned on its intention to follow-up with 
legislative proposals (its awareness of consumer research 
on cost-effective labelling and of voluntary labelling 
practices. 

 
Objection to a delegated act: engineered nanomaterials 
definition 
Consideration and adoption of a motion for a resolution 

In order to inform consumers of the presence of 
engineered nanomaterials in food, Article 18(3) of 
Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 provides that all ingredients 
present in the form of engineered nanomaterials must be 
clearly indicated in the list of ingredients. In addition, it 
provides a definition of engineered nanomaterials, which 
may be adjusted and adapted to technical and scientific 
progress or to definitions agreed at international level, by 
means of delegated acts.  

On 18 October 2011, the Commission adopted 
Recommendation 2011/696/EU on the definition of 
nanomaterial. The current delegated act adapts the 
definition of 'engineered nanomaterials' in Regulation 
(EU) No 1169/2011 to Recommendation 2011/696/EU. 

The objector opposes the draft measure on the grounds 
that it provides a blanket exemption for all existing food 
additives in violation of Article 18(3) of the basic act and 
for the also for the reason that the size distribution 
threshold of 50% is against the views of EFSA. 

Author: Schlyter (Greens/EFA)  

 
Amendment to Regulation (EU) N°525/2013 as regards the 
technical implementation of the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  
Consideration of draft report 

 

This proposal for a 
Regulation of the 
European Parliament 
and of the Council 
provides the basis for 
implementing technical 
issues in the EU through 
the adoption of legal 

acts. It aims to ensure the technical implementation of 
the Kyoto Protocol in the EU after 2012, enable the 
effective operation of the joint fulfilment of the 
commitments of the EU, its Member States and Iceland, 
and ensure its alignment with the operation of the EU 
ETS and the Effort Sharing Decision, all technical 
implementation rules required in the European Union.  

This proposal amends the legal basis, contained in the 
Monitoring Mechanism Regulation (MMR), which 
enables the Commission to adopt non-legislative acts 
establishing rules on nonessential elements for the 
accounting of Kyoto units after 2012 in EU law. 

Rapporteur: Urutchev (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Arsenis (S&D),.Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 
 

Conclusion of the Doha Amendments to the Kyoto 
Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and the joint fulfilment of commitments 
thereunder 
Consideration of draft report 

 
In December 2012, at the Doha Climate Change 
Conference, the 192 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change adopted an amendment to the Kyoto Protocol.  

This ‘Doha Amendment’ establishes a second 
commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol, starting 
on 1 January 2013 and ending on 31 December 2020, with 
legally binding emission reduction commitments for the 
Parties listed in its Annex B. Under the Doha 
Amendment, the European Union, its Member States and 
Iceland commit to limit their average annual greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in the years 2013 to 2020 to 80% of 
their base year emissions (mostly 1990).  

The proposed Decision also contains an overview of key 
provisions in the Doha Amendment and an updated 
declaration of competence by the European Union, to be 
made in accordance with Article 24(3) of the Kyoto 
Protocol. 

Rapporteur: Urutchev (EPP)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Arsenis (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 

 
EU alcohol strategy 
Consideration of draft motion for a resolution 

A first Oral question 2013/02 by Antonyia Parvanova and 
Rebecca Taylor on future EU actions in supporting 
Member States to combat alcohol related harm, has 
been debated on the 25th of April. In reaction to the 
Commission's reply ALDE asked for a Resolution on the 
issue.  

The Commission would be asked to review its decision to 
not update the Strategy, to explain whether additional 
actions are being taken and to produce the report on the 
application of the requirements to provide information 
on ingredients and nutrition information to alcoholic 
beverages by December 2014 as foreseen by the 
Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food 
information to consumers.  

Co-Rapporteur: Jordan (EPP), Willmott (S&D), Taylor (ALDE) 
Schlyter (Greens/EFA), Yannakoudakis (ECR) 

 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/1015/1015222/1015222en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1016/1016662/1016662en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/performsearch.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0377(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1017/1017286/1017286en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/performsearch.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/1015/1015778/1015778en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/qo/1016/1016589/1016589en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28291/ROMANA_JORDAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35743/Glenis_WILLMOTT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112620/Rebecca_TAYLOR.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96944/Marina_YANNAKOUDAKIS.html
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Sound level of motor vehicles 
Announcement of the timetable 

The Commission proposal 
for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and 
Council on the sound 
level of motor vehicles 
was adopted in 
December 2012. The 

proposal has as its aim the protection of public health 
and the environment through measures to reduce the 
sound level of motor vehicles.  

In February 2013, the European Parliament adopted its 
first reading position on the proposal. In September 2013, 
the ENVI Committee gave to the Rapporteur a mandate 
to enter early second reading negotiations with the 
Council. An early second reading agreement was reached 
and was approved by the ENVI Committee and Coreper in 
November 2013.  

The Council will adopt its first reading Position on 20 
February 2014 and its Position will be formally 
transmitted to the European Parliament during the 
February II Plenary session. The Chairman will announce 
the second reading timetable in Committee. 

Rapporteur: Ouzký (ECR) Procedure file 
Shadows: Tatarella (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Krahmer (ALDE), Hassi 
(Greens/EFA), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 
Exchange of views with Tonio Borg (Commissioner) 
Exchange of views of cloning 

On 18 December 2013, the 
European Commission has 
published two legislative 
proposals on the cloning of 
animals for food supply, 
prohibiting the use of the cloning 
technique in the EU for farm 
animals, the import of animal 
clones and the marketing of food 
from animal clones. 

The ENVI Committee has repeatedly insisted that any 
proposal on cloning must contain at least a ban on food 
from cloned animals whatever their origin; a ban on any 
supply of clones in the EU for food production; 
traceability measures for semen and embryos from 
cloned animals and for the live offspring of cloned 
animals; and the introduction of specific labelling 
requirements. 

The proposals do not include any specific provisions 
(traceability or labelling) on food from the descendants 
of cloned animals, nor do they include any measures for 
the traceability of reproductive material from clones. The 
Commission has based its proposals on animal welfare 
issues only, disregarding the public health and food 

safety issues that are at the core of Parliament’s long-
standing position The Commission also chose to base the 
proposal for a Directive on the placing on the market of 
food from animal clones on Art. 352 TFEU, which only 
requires Parliament’s consent (no amendments allowed). 

The ENVI Committee will adopt on 20 February a 
question for oral answer to the Commission 
accompanied by a resolution. The responsible 
Commissioner has therefore been invited to appear 
before the Committee ENVI Committee to justify the 
content of the proposals as well as and the choice of 
legal basis for a Directive on the placing on the market of 
food from animal clones.  

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  

 The report on Monitoring, reporting and 
verification of carbon dioxide emissions from 
maritime transport and amendment of Regulation 
(EU) No 525/2013 (Skylakakis report); 

 The report on Amendment to Directive 2003/87/EC 
establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas 
emission allowance trading within the Community, 
in view of the implementation by 2020 of an 
international agreement applying a single global 
market-based measure to international aviation 
emissions (Liese report); 

 The report on Prevention and management of the 
introduction and spread of invasive alien species 
(Poc report); 

 The report on Protection of species of wild fauna 
and flora by regulating trade therein (Recast) 
(Groote report)); 

 An opinion on New psychoactive substances 
(Antonescu opinion); 

 An opinion on Minimum provisions on the 
constituent elements of criminal acts and penalties 
in the field of illicit drug trafficking, as regards the 
definition of the term 'drug' (Sonik opinion). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZKÝ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0409(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1945/SALVATORE_TATARELLA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/Judith%20A._MERKIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28247/Holger_KRAHMER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Bat populations recovering, according to 
largest ever European study 

Bat numbers increased more than 40 % 
between 1993 and 2011, after declining for many years, 
according to a new report by the European Environment 
Agency (EEA), which considers the state of bat 
populations in a handful of countries across Europe. 
More 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC provides on a regular basis the latest 
information about public health threats and 
changes in the epidemiology of communicable 

diseases that can potentially affect Europe. All updates 
are reported weekly in the Communicable Disease 
Threats Report. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

      EFSA has proposed a new process for 
identifying emerging chemical risks in 
the food and feed chain using a 

variety of databases that log the incidence of industrial 
chemicals and environmental chemical contaminants in 
the EU. The framework would enable risk assessors to 
anticipate contamination of the food/feed chain by 
chemical hazards that have not yet been assessed by 
EFSA or other similar bodies. A procurement will be 
launched shortly to carry out a pilot study using this 
approach.  More 

European Medicines Agency 

(EMA)  

The EMA has launched 
evaluation of the impact of 

new data suggesting that a high bodyweight could impair 
the effectiveness of emergency contraceptives. It will 
assess whether any changes should be made to the 
product information for all emergency contraceptive 
medicines containing levonorgestrel or ulipristal acetate. 
More 
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