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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

On 17 February 2014 
the ENVI Committee 
holds a hearing on the 
first ever European 
Citizens' Initiative 
titled “Right2Water”. 
This unique event 
brings together 
citizens, Members of 
the European 
Parliament from 

various committees, as well as high level representatives 
of the Commission, to engage in direct dialogue on water 
policy issues. The key goals of the initiative are to 
guarantee water and sanitation for all in the EU and 
global access to water and sanitation for all, and a clear 
"no" to the liberalisation of water services. I invite you to 
follow the hearing via web streaming, and visit the 
dedicated section of the ENVI website for further details.  

Later this week, on 20 February 20141, ENVI will meet for 
a regular committee meeting.  Important votes on the 
legislative report on official controls, which is part of the 
agri-food chain package, as well as on the resolution on 
the cloning of animals are on the agenda.      

Matthias Groote 

 

HEARING ON THE RIGHT2WATER 

CITIZENS' INITIATIVE - 17 FEBRUARY 

The European Citizens' Initiative, a novelty brought by 
the Lisbon Treaty, allows the citizens to call on the 
European Commission to present legislation. The 
initiative must relate to a subject on which the Union has 
competence to legislate. To be valid, the initiative has to 
bear at least one million signatures from minimum seven 
Member States. Within three months after receiving the 
initiative, the organisers have the opportunity to present 
their initiative at a public hearing in the European 
Parliament. Following the hearing, the Commission will 
adopt a formal response detailing what action it will 
propose, if any. The Commission is not obliged to 
propose legislation as a result of an initiative; if it decides 
to do so, the usual legislative procedures apply.  

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will 

be adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

The “Right2Water” initiative calls on the Commission to 
propose legislation implementing the human right to 
water and sanitation as recognised by the United 
Nations, and promoting the provision of water and 
sanitation as essential public services for all. In particular, 
the initiative urges the EU institutions and Member 
States to ensure that all inhabitants enjoy the right to 
water and sanitation; water supply and management of 
water resources not be subject to ‘internal market rules’ 
and for water services to be excluded from liberalisation; 
finally, it calls on the EU to increase its efforts to achieve 
universal access to water and sanitation. The initiative is 
backed by more than one and a half million signatures 
from 27 Member States. 

The hearing is organised 
by the ENVI Committee, 
in cooperation with the 
Petitions, Development, 
and Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection 
Committees. It is a 
platform for the 
organisers to present the 
initiative, and for MEPs 
to discuss policy issues 
directly with the citizens 
involved. Vice-President 
Šefčovič will be there for 
the European 
Commission; the Economic and Social Committee, and 
the Committee of the Regions will also be represented.  

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETING - 20 

FEBRUARY 

European environmental economic accounts 

Vote on the results of negotiations 

Two years ago the Parliament adopted a report which 
concerned the introduction of the three first 
environmental economic accounts. At that time the 
Parliament insisted on having a commitment from the 
Commission for the next accounts to be provided. The 
Commission therefore proposed to introduce three new 
accounts: environmental protection expenditure 
accounts, environmental goods and services sector 
accounts and energy flow accounts.  

Following the adoption of the legislative report in the 
committee last October, the Rapporteur also received a 
mandate to negotiate a first reading agreement with 
Council. The compromise text, which was agreed in early 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140217_agenda_v2_/envi20140217_agenda_v2_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20140217-1500-COMMITTEE-ENVI-DEVE-IMCO-PETI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/subject-files.html?id=20140205CDT78762#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/1019/1019107/1019107en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
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February, is now presented to the committee for 
approval. 

Rapporteur: Antonescu (EPP)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Lyubcheva (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Chrysogelos 
(Greens/EFA) 

 

Official controls 

Adoption of draft report  

The legislative 
framework for 
the organisation 
of official 

controls, 
currently 

regulated by 
Regulation (EC) 
No 882/2004, is 

now undergoing a major revision. The legislative 
proposal is part of a comprehensive package, which also 
includes major reviews to modernise the animal health, 
plant health and plant reproductive material laws; and 
which also aims to modernise and integrate into it the 
system of official controls. 

The Rapporteur, in his draft report, proposes 
amendments on several aspects of the proposal, such as 
the minimum frequency of controls, the criteria used to 
grant exemptions, and measures to fight against food 
fraud. Over 1000 amendments were tabled in the ENVI 
Committee, and further 150 amendments are coming 
from the AGRI Committee. The Rapporteur is negotiating 
a compromise package with the Shadows ahead of the 
committee vote. 

Rapporteur: Pirillo (S&D)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Schnellhardt (EPP), Paulsen (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Anderson (GUE/NGL) 
 
AMs: 59-255, 256-455, 456-648, 649-853, 854-1069 
 

Cloning of animals 

Adoption of question for oral answer and of motion for a resolution 
further to a question for oral answer 

The oral question asks the Commission how it justifies 
that the recently published proposals on the cloning of 
animals do not include any provisions concerning the 
descendants of cloned animals, nor any traceability or 
labelling measures. It also asks the Commission to 
explain its choice of legal basis for the proposal on the 
placing on the market of food from animal clones, which 
entails only a consent procedure. 

Amendments tabled to the resolution expand on the 
contents of the oral question by addressing several 
concerns repeatedly expressed by ENVI Members, in 
particular as regards Parliament’s requests for a ban on 
animal cloning for food production and for production of 
reproductive material, a ban on food from cloned animals 

whatever their origin, a ban on any supply of clones in 
the EU for food production, and traceability measures for 
semen and embryos from cloned animals and for the live 
descendants of cloned animals. 

Co-rapporteurs: Sommer (EPP), Sârbu (S&D), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Liotard (GUE/NGL), Stevenson (ECR) 
 

Hong Kong convention on ship recycling  

Consideration of draft report 

The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe 
and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships was 
adopted in 2009 under the auspices of the International 
Maritime Organisation. So far, it has been signed by five 
Parties, and acceded by one; many expect that it will not 
enter into force before 2020. Parliament and Council on 
20 November 2013 adopted the new Regulation on ship 
recycling. Its purpose is to ensure the environmentally 
sound recycling of EU ships, in particular ruling out their 
dismantling in third-country facilities that practice so-
called beaching. Thus the Ship recycling regulation 
reaches beyond 
the Convention, 
which does not 
preclude the 
practice of 
beaching. 
Nonetheless, 
certain 
provisions of the 
regulation 
provide for an 
alignment with 
the Convention, 
aiming to 
facilitate its 
ratification. 

Parliament is now asked for its consent on the draft 
Council decision concerning the ratification of the 
Convention by Member States. The text of the Council 
decision includes substantial changes to the initial 
Commission proposal with regard to the non-compulsory 
nature of ratification of the Convention by the Member 
States, as well as the timeframe for ratification. 

The Rapporteur recommends to consent to the draft 
Council decision on the ratification of the Convention as a 
step at global level to move towards safer and more 
environmentally sound recycling of non-EU ship. All the 
same he underlines that truly sound recycling is only 
achieved by going beyond the requirements of the 
Convention as adopted in the new EU Ship recycling 
regulation. 

Rapporteur: Schlyter (Greens/EFA)        Procedure file 
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Ayala Sender (S&D), Davies (ALDE) 
Van Dalen (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96702/Elena%20Oana_ANTONESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0130(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37524/MARUSYA_LYUBCHEVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111823/Nikos_CHRYSOGELOS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1010/1010118/1010118en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96890/Mario_PIRILLO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0140(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1930/HORST_SCHNELLHARDT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4270/MARIT_PAULSEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/113959/MARTINA_ANDERSON.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1013/1013302/1013302en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1013/1013304/1013304en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1013/1013305/1013305en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1013/1013306/1013306en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/1015/1015542/1015542en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/qo/1018/1018111/1018111en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/1012/1012467/1012467en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4282/RENATE_SOMMER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/33989/Daciana%20Octavia_SÂRBU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4546/STRUAN_STEVENSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1018/1018492/1018492en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0056(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer_FJELLNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28292/INES_AYALA%20SENDER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96809/PETER_VAN+DALEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
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Sound level of motor vehicles 

Consideration of draft recommendation for second reading 
 

The Commission proposal for a Regulation of the 
European Parliament and Council on the sound level of 
motor vehicles was adopted in December 2011. In 
February 2013, the European Parliament adopted its first 
reading position on the proposal. In September 2013, the 
Committee gave to the Rapporteur a mandate to enter 
early second reading negotiations with the Council. 
Following a series of trilogues, an early second reading 
agreement was reached in November 2013, which was 
approved by the Committee by vote at the end of 
November 2013. The Council has subsequently adopted 
the agreed text as its Council position at first reading. In 
the circumstances the Rapporteur therefore 

recommends to the Committee to adopt the Council 
position without amendment. 
 
Rapporteur: Ouzký (ECR) Procedure file 
Shadows: Tatarella (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Krahmer (ALDE), Hassi 
(Greens/EFA), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  

 The question for oral answer on EU alcohol 
strategy; 

 The question for oral answer on Country of origin 
labelling for meat in processed foods. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

The EEA has developed a new data viewer for 
data reported under the Urban Waste Water 
Treatment Directive, to facilitate the use and 

display of the data available. More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC has a Media Centre which keeps the 
public informed about all the relevant issues 
regarding communicable diseases: More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA has recommended a new batch 
of substances for authorisation to the 
European Commission, including an 

entry comprising a substance of very high concern 
(SVHC) which has effects on the environment due to its 
degradation to a substance with endocrine disrupting 
properties. More  

 

 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

      Stakeholders have delivered their 
feedback on EFSA’s new approach for 
grouping pesticides that paves the 

way for implementing cumulative risk assessment of 
these substances.   More  

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

The Committee for 
Advanced Therapies (CAT) 
elects Dr Paula Salmikangas, 
a Finnish national, as new 
chair for a three-year 

mandate starting February 2014. More 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1017/1017839/1017839en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZKÝ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0409(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1945/SALVATORE_TATARELLA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/Judith%20A._MERKIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28247/Holger_KRAHMER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/uwwtd
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/Pages/index.aspx
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/title/echa-proposes-a-new-batch-of-svhcs-for-authorisation
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/140205.htm
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2014/02/news_detail_002022.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
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Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI 
Committee does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject 
"newsletter" to: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media 
enquiries, write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live 
multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
6 March 2014, in Brussels 
2014 meetings 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Library regularly prepares briefings which summarise published, quality information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog. The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes, and workshop proceedings.  
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