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Speaking Notes 
 

INTE Hearing:  Evaluation of this Commission’s term with regard to trade policy 

Luc Hendrickx, EP Room JAN 4Q1, Wednesday, 12 February 2014, 15.00 – 
17.00 hrs 

 

Thank you very much for organizing this hearing and inviting UEAPME. I will focus on the most important topics 
for the SMEs. 
 
General DG Trades communication: 
Let me start with a few words on DG Trades communication. 

 UEAPME welcomes the many possibilities to communicate with DG Trade. However, we believe that 
communication between the stakeholders and the Commission needs to be and can be improved. More 
transparency and more stakeholder involvement is needed for the future (as we think this was one of 
the reasons why ACTA failed, need to ensure that TTIP does not fail). 

 Concretely, the deadline for comments is sometimes quite short, especially for complex subjects like 
(services or investments). The communication between the Commission and the stakeholders would 
improve if the deadline would be more tailored to the specific request, 

 Further, more transparency is needed. The trade policies need to be better “translated” for the 
European SMEs. Many of the trade policies are too abstract and too far away to actually reach the 
SMEs and their organisations. Transparency will lead to a better understanding and acceptance of EU 
trade policies by European SMEs in general. The drafting of fact sheets on important issues as for 
example investment protection and ISDS are highly appreciated. 

 
 
Trade Defence 
Trade defence is a very technical and also a very sensitive dossier. Therefore it is even more important that the 
Commission came up with a legislative proposal in order to modernise them. 

 UEAPME welcomes the Commission’s proposal for the review of the trade defensive instruments. In 
particular the actual steps to improve transparency, predictability and information-sharing mentioned in 
the legislative proposal from the Commission are of great value for businesses and in particular SMEs. 
These aspects are indeed crucial when doing business. Lack of information and predictability can have 
serious financial and other implications on any business, which always harms SME’s more than bigger 
businesses. Therefore, transparency and predictability are of the utmost importance for SMEs. 

 The trade defence instruments must become more operational in general, so that they really punish 
unfair behaviour for dumping actions by introducing more flexibility in the threshold of the initiating 
procedures. 

 The envisaged review of the current deadlines is an important step into the right direction, but some 
deadlines are still too short and completely unrealistic in practice. Keeping the “think-small first 
principle” in mind, procedures should be facilitated wherever possible and, if this is not possible, better 
user-friendly tools or instruction manuals to also guide non-lawyers through relevant documents and 
questionnaires need to be created.  
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 UEAPME very much welcomes the drafting and publishing of guidelines regarding the injury margins, 
analogue country, union interest test and expiry reviews as another step to increase transparency and 
predictability. Such guidelines will enable businesses to better evaluate their situation. In general all 
guidelines adopted by the Commission should be made publicly available to the businesses, including 
"Clarification Papers" (e.g. like product, reimbursements, undertakings, causal link). Further guidelines 
in the areas of “product concerned/ like products”, “union industry/ calculation of standing/ related 
parties” and “undertakings” would also be beneficial.  

 UEAPME is also in favour of upgrading the helpdesk and promoting the already existing activities. 
Those helpdesks usually play a very important role for SMEs in trying to avoid high legal fees.  

 
CSR (pm) (if time allows)  
Internationalisation of SMEs 
Internationalisation of SMEs is becoming more and more important, even though currently only 43 % of SMEs 
work internationally (export and import!). As it is expected that by 2015 90% of economic growth will occur 
outside the EU it will be necessary that European enterprises go abroad in order to promote growth in Europe.    

 In this content we also see the potential to make efforts at European level. Potential fields where the EU 
can add value to already existing initiatives are: 
 

 Trade policy and market access (including Market Access Data Base). 

 Lobbying with a “European dimension” (EU Ambassadors, Delegation Officials; etc.)  

 Complementary programmes in case of „market failure“ (i.e. country specific training 
programmes, etc.)  

 A coherent European strategy which can develop and provide standardized information on 
targeted third country markets, is desirable. 

 Raising visibility of existing SME support mechanisms and structures can increase the 
effectiveness of existing service organizations. 

 BUT any activity on the European level has to be  

 demand driven,  

 demonstrate a clear value-added,  

 avoid duplication of existing structures, 

 avoid complicated and confusing structures and  

 must only be considered if an efficient, transparent and accountable appropriation of taxpayer´s 
money can be guaranteed.  

 SME Internationalization is a process - to be successful, SMEs need support services already at the 
local level and not only abroad. This approach has not been taken enough into account in the existing 
initiatives of the European Commission. Currently most of the budget is spent on structures in third 
countries. Services offered within the member states have to be supported in a much higher extent.  

 
WTO 
 

 The results of Bali are welcomed and the negotiations should continue. 

 The policy of the current Commission regarding WTO is appreciated. The negotiation of Free 
Trade Agreements between the EU and third countries need to be continued. As we believe 
that free trade leads to more employment and economic growth. Something we should benefit 
from in the EU. 

 We always prefer a multilateral approach. In addition, bilateral and plurilateral negotiations are 
also legitimate and important instruments of trade policies, which should be pursued swiftly. 
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 We welcome that the inclusion of protection of intellectual property in the new Free Trade 
Agreements became almost a “standardised procedure”. We ask the Commission to continue 
this approach and to include the protection of intellectual property rights in all upcoming Free 
Trade Agreements. Especially SMEs do have problems in defending their intellectual property 
rights in general but in particular in an international context. 

 Further, the principle of reciprocity needs to be established with the adoption of a legally 
binding instrument, accompanied by effective control measures to restore fair competition 
between the EU and its trading partners in the Free Trade Agreements.  

 We appreciate the focus on reducing non-tariff barriers in the negotiations on free trade 
agreements. However we see a need to introduce periodic revision clauses to maintain a 
balance in the long term. 

TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and investment partnership program) 
 

 UEAPME welcomes the TTIP and is a member of the Business Alliance to support the TTIP  

 We welcome that the negotiations on this file are more transparent then normally, more 
stakeholder involvement etc. However, we notice that in the advisory group, which was just 
created by the Commission, no SME representative is sitting. 

 We are demanding an own SME chapter in the TTIP. Such chapter must consider the needs 
for SMEs, especially with regard to market access and trade rules. 

 More concrete, we are demanding a modern investment regime between the EU and its trading 
partners, which offers European SMEs legal certainly and stable framework conditions. 

 Having expressed our support for this agreement in general,  we have still to evaluate the 
(negative) effects on European SMEs and SME policies  especially in the field of 
standardisation . 

 

 

 

 


