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   CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of 
the ENVI Committee is 
taking place in 
Brussels on 6 March1. 
During this short 
meeting, Members 
will consider a draft 
report on the 
ratification of The 
Hong Kong 

International 
Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound 
Recycling of Ships, and a draft motion for a resolution on 
the transport of liquid oils and fats by sea. Jan Kinšt, 
Member of the Court of Auditors will appear before the 
Committee for an exchange of views on the 
implementation of the LIFE Regulation.  

European Commission representatives have also been 
invited to inform the ENVI Committee on the state of play 
of the Regulatory Fitness Check of the General Food Law 
as well as on the role of the High Level Forum for a better 
functioning of the food supply. 

Early next week, on 10 March2, an extraordinary ENVI 
Committee meeting will be held in Strasbourg and will be 
dedicated to voting. Members will vote on the 'Doha 
package' reports aiming to ensure the technical 
implementation of the Kyoto Protocol to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in the 
European Union after 2012; in accordance with the Doha 
Amendments to the Protocol. Furthermore, the 
Committee will adopt the report on the ratification of 
The Hong Kong Convention, and a report on packaging 
and packaging waste to reduce the consumption of 
plastic bags. Members will also vote on a motion for a 
resolution on the EU Alcohol Strategy.  

 

Matthias Groote 

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will be 

adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 
2
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will be 

adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETINGS 

Hong Kong convention on ship recycling  

Consideration and adoption of draft report 

The Hong Kong 
International 
Convention for the Safe 
and Environmentally 
Sound Recycling of 
Ships was adopted in 
2009 under the 
auspices of the 
International Maritime 
Organisation. So far, it 
has been signed by five 
Parties, and acceded by 
one; many expect that it will not enter into force before 
2020. Parliament and Council adopted the new 
Regulation on ship recycling on 20 November 2013. Its 
purpose is to ensure the environmentally sound recycling 
of EU ships, in particular ruling out their dismantling in 
third-country facilities that practice so-called beaching. 
Thus the Ship recycling regulation reaches beyond the 
Convention, which does not preclude the practice of 
beaching. Nonetheless, certain provisions of the 
regulation provide for an alignment with the Convention, 
aiming to facilitate its ratification. 

The Rapporteur recommends to consent to the draft 
Council decision on the ratification of the Convention as a 
step at global level to move towards safer and more 
environmentally sound recycling of non-EU ships. 
However, he also underlines that truly sound recycling is 
only achieved by going beyond the requirements of the 
Convention as adopted in the new EU Ship recycling 
regulation. 

The draft report will be considered in committee on 6 
March. The vote in ENVI is scheduled for 10 March and 
the vote in plenary is foreseen for 13 March 2014. 

Rapporteur: Schlyter (Greens/EFA)        Procedure file 
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Ayala Sender (S&D), Davies (ALDE) 
Van Dalen (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/1020/1020952/1020952en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pv/1019/1019512/1019512en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1018/1018492/1018492en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0056(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer_FJELLNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28292/INES_AYALA%20SENDER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96809/PETER_VAN+DALEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html


 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / March 2014/ Issue No5 2 

Plastic bags 
Adoption of draft report 

The Commission proposal amends 
Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and 
packaging waste to reduce the 
consumption of lightweight plastic 
carrier bags. The proposal introduces a 
definition of those bags, and requires 
Member States to take appropriate 
measures including economic 

instruments and marketing restrictions. 

The Rapporteur in her draft report welcomes the 
Commission proposal as a stepping stone for action 
against the wasteful use of plastic carrier bags. She 
introduces an EU-wide reduction target of at least 80% 
which is to be achieved within two years; puts a price on 
carrier bags with the exemption of very lightweight 
carrier bags which are used to wrap loose, unpackaged 
food; empowers the Commission to adopt delegated acts 
to identify the criteria for resourcing bio-based materials 
in a sustainable manner; phases out oxo-biodegradable 
plastics from packaging materials; and proposes to 
substitute hazardous substances for packaging as a 
whole. 

120 amendments were tabled in ENVI expressing 
diverging views on all issues. The Rapporteur and the 
Shadows are negotiating a comprehensive set of 
compromise amendments for the committee vote on 10 
March 2014.The vote in plenary is envisaged for April 
2014. 

Rapporteur: Auken(Greens/EFA)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Morkunaite (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Rosbach (ECR) 
 

Conclusion of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol 
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and 
the joint fulfilment of commitments thereunder 

Adoption of draft report 

 
In December 2012, at the Doha Climate Change 
Conference, the 192 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change adopted an amendment to the Kyoto Protocol.  

This ‘Doha Amendment’ establishes a second 
commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol, starting 
on 1 January 2013 and ending on 31 December 2020, with 
legally binding emission reduction commitments for the 
Parties listed in its Annex B. Under the Doha 
Amendment, the European Union, its Member States and 
Iceland commit to limit their average annual greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in the years 2013 to 2020 to 80% of 
their base year emissions (mostly 1990).  

The proposed Decision also contains an overview of key 
provisions in the Doha Amendment and an updated 

declaration of competence by the European Union, to be 
made in accordance with Article 24(3) of the Kyoto 
Protocol.  

No amendments were tabled in ENVI. The vote in 
committee is scheduled for 10 March 2014, while the vote 
in plenary is to take place after the European elections. 

Rapporteur: Urutchev (EPP)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Arsenis (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 

 

Amendment to Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 as regards 
the technical implementation of the Kyoto Protocol to the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

Adoption of draft report 

 

This proposal for a 
Regulation of the 
European Parliament and 
of the Council provides the 
basis for implementing 
technical issues in the EU 
through the adoption of 

legal acts. It aims to ensure the technical implementation 
of the Kyoto Protocol in the EU after 2012, enable the 
effective operation of the joint fulfilment of the 
commitments of the EU, its Member States and Iceland, 
and ensure its alignment with the operation of the EU 
ETS and the Effort Sharing Decision, all technical 
implementation rules required in the European Union.  

This proposal amends the legal basis, contained in the 
Monitoring Mechanism Regulation (MMR), which 
enables the Commission to adopt non-legislative acts 
establishing rules on nonessential elements for the 
accounting of Kyoto units after 2012 in EU law. 

In addition to the six amendments by the rapporteur in 
his draft report, further 6 amendments were tabled to 
ENVI by other MEPs. The vote in ENVI is scheduled for 10 
March, with a vote in plenary foreseen for April 2014. 

Rapporteur: Urutchev (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Arsenis (S&D),.Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 
 

Objection: transport of liquid oils and fats by sea 

Consideration of draft motion for a resolution 

Members will consider a draft motion for a resolution 
following an objection from Carl Schlyter on a draft 
Commission regulation granting derogation from certain 
provisions of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 as 
regards the transport of liquid oils and fats by sea. 

The related provisions require that the transport of bulk 
foodstuffs in liquid, granulate or powdered form is 
performed in receptacles and/or containers/tankers 
reserved for the transport of foodstuffs. This 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1013/1013581/1013581en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0371(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96695/Radvilė_MORKŪNAITĖ-MIKULĖNIENĖ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/Judith%20A._MERKIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96664/Anna_ROSBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1017/1017286/1017286en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/performsearch.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0376(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/1016/1016662/1016662en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/performsearch.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0377(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/1021/1021211/1021211en.pdf
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requirement appears not practical and imposes an unduly 
onerous burden on food business whereby the 
availability of seagoing vessels reserved for the transport 
of foodstuffs is insufficient. Thus the measure allows the 
transport of liquid oils and fats in seagoing vessels, which 
are not reserved for the transport of foodstuffs if the 
previous cargo consists of certain acceptable substances 
or mixtures of substances. 

The objector opposes the draft measure on the grounds 
that many of the substances listed in the Annex are 
aromatic or have strong flavours and may affect food 
quality, not sufficiently analysed by EFSA. 

The vote in committee will take place on 19 March 2014 
and if the draft resolution is adopted, it would be 
scheduled for plenary in April.  

EU alcohol strategy 

Adoption of Draft motion for a resolution further to a question for oral 
answer 

The Commission is being 
asked to review its 
decision to not update 
the Strategy, to explain 
whether additional 
actions are being taken 
and to produce the 

report on the application of the requirements to provide 
information on ingredients and nutrition information to 
alcoholic beverages by December 2014 as foreseen by the 
Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food 
information to consumers.  

146 amendments were tabled in ENVI and the Co-
rapporteurs have negotiated 12 compromise 
amendments to the motion for a resolution further to a 
question for oral answer. The vote in committee will take 
place on 10 March and will be followed by a vote in 
plenary in April 2014. 

Co-Rapporteur: Jordan (EPP), Willmott (S&D), Taylor (ALDE) 
Schlyter (Greens/EFA), Yannakoudakis (ECR) 

 

Oral question on REFIT of the General Food Law and role 
of the High Level Forum for a better functioning of the 
food supply 

Exchange of views with Commission representatives 

The exchange of views will be based on oral question by 
Satu Hassi on behalf of the Greens/EFA group.  

The Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme 
(REFIT) aims at simplifying EU legislation and prioritising 
the reduction of the administrative and regulatory 
burden. In this context, the Commission is also evaluating 
the General Food Law and plans to have a final report 
ready by 2015.  

Against this background, 
the Commission has been 
invited to inform the 
ENVI committee of the 
state of play of the 
Regulatory Fitness Check 
of the General Food Law, 
and to confirm that its 
basic principles such as the precautionary principle will 
not be touched upon. The Commission will also be asked 
for further explanations on the role of the High Level 
Forum for a better functioning of the food supply (HLF) 
in the process of the REFIT exercise, and more 
specifically on the role of DG SANCO as well as of NGOs 
with a consumer, health or sustainability focus in the HLF.  

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH JAN KINŠT (MEMBER OF THE COURT OF 

AUDITORS) ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF LIFE 

Exchange of views 

Following the decision taken by the 
ENVI Coordinators on the 30th of 
January 2014 on the request from Ms 
McAvan for discussion on the 
implementation of LIFE, the European 
Court of Auditors has been invited for 

an exchange of views. 

Mr Kinšt is a member of Chamber I “Preservation and 
management of natural resources” and the member 
representing Chamber I in the CEAD Chamber (the 
horizontal Chamber with the responsibility to assist the 
Court and the vertical audit Chambers with audit 
coordination, evaluation, assurance and development). 

The Court found that, overall, the LIFE ‘Environment’ 
component was not operating effectively because it was 
not sufficiently well designed and implemented.  

The main design problems included the lack of a 
mechanism to target scarce resources on pre-selected 
objectives; the indicative national allocations, the quality 
of the project selection, and the lack of appropriate 
common indicators in its monitoring framework. The 
main implementation problems that hampered 
effectiveness were the inadequate pre-selection 
assessment and cost-monitoring, insufficiently effective 
dissemination and low sustainability and replication of 
projects. 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  

 The question for oral answer and a motion for 
resolution on cloning of animals; 

 Report on organization of official controls. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/1015/1015778/1015778en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/qo/1016/1016589/1016589en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/qo/1016/1016589/1016589en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28291/ROMANA_JORDAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35743/Glenis_WILLMOTT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112620/Rebecca_TAYLOR.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96944/Marina_YANNAKOUDAKIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/cm/1020/1020609/1020609en.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Mapping habitats to describe ecosystems 

As technology has improved, so has our 
understanding of the environment. For 

example, satellite imagery and other remote sensing 
techniques can quickly show us that forest cover is 
increasing in Europe. But in order to capture the 
complexity of ecological conditions and dynamics on the 
ground, it is essential to also use field-based surveying 
methods. More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

A core task of ECDC is to monitor on a day -to-
day basis the development of communicable 
diseases in the EU and its surrounding 
countries and to inform health professionals 

and the public. Please find ECDC's regularly published" 

Influenza and other Respiratory Viruses Digest". More 

 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

EMA and the United States 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) have set up a new 
'cluster' on pharmacovigilance 
topics which will provide a 

forum for a more systematic and focused exchange of 
information on the safety of medicines. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 

On 1 March 2014 the revised Prior 
Informed Consent (PIC) Regulation for 
the export and import of hazardous 

chemical became operational. ECHA is now processing 
industry's export notifications and explicit consents, 
taking over the administrative and technical 
responsibility from the Joint Research Centre of the 
European Commission. More 
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