
 
 

Press briefing 

 

Personal Data Protection & EP inquiry on electronic 
mass surveillance of EU citizens 

 

Tuesday 11 March 2014 
Wednesday 12 March 2014 

European Parliament, Strasbourg 
 

Draft programme 
 
 
Tuesday 11 March 2014  
 
 
15:00  Plenary debate: Personal Data Protection 

Hemicycle, Louise Weiss building  
(can be followed from the press gallery, LOW, floor 3)  

 
Followed by Plenary debate: The European Parliament's inquiry on electronic mass 

surveillance of EU citizens 
Hemicycle, Louise Weiss building  
(can be observed from the press gallery, LOW, floor 3)  

 
 
 
Wednesday 12 March 2014  
 
09:00 - 09:30 Opening and introduction - Technical briefing 

Paula Fernández-Hervás, EP official, Press Service 
José Manuel de Frutos Gomez, EP official, secretariat of Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs Committee 
Natalia Dasilva, EP press officer for Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Press conference room: Louise Weiss building (LOW), room N-1/201  

 
 
09:30 - 10:00 Press Conference with the Rapporteurs on Personal Data Protection 

Jan-Philipp Albrecht (Greens/EFA, DE), rapporteur for the general data protection 
regulation 
Dimitrios Droutsas (S&D, EL), rapporteur for the directive on data protection in the 
law enforcement field 
Press conference room: Louise Weiss building (LOW), room N-1/201  

 
 
12:00 - 14:00 Votes, including Personal Data Protection (regulation & directive) and EP 

inquiry on electronic mass surveillance of EU citizens (final report) 
Hemicycle, Louise Weiss building 
(can be observed from the press gallery, LOW, floor 3) 

 
 
14:00 - 14:30 Press Conference with the Rapporteur on the EP inquiry on electronic mass 

surveillance of EU citizens 
Claude Moraes (S&D, UK)  
Press conference room: Louise Weiss building (LOW), room N-1/201  



Key dates - Data protection 
Commission proposals for a regulation and a directive: 25 January 2012 
Presentation of the draft reports by Mr Albrecht and Mr Droutsas: 10 January 2013 
The Internal Market Committee votes on its opinion: 23 January 2013 
The Industry Committee votes on its opinion: 20 February 2013 
The Employment Committee votes on its opinion: 21 February 2013 
The Legal Affairs Committee votes on its opinion: 19 March 2013 
Vote in the Civil Liberties Committee on the negotiating mandate: 21 October 2013 
First reading in plenary: 12 March 2014 
Parliament-Council negotiations: Second half of 2014 
EP-Council agreement: Before end of 2014 
 
Key dates - EP inquiry 
Parliament resolution giving a mandate for the inquiry: 4 July 2013 
Civil Liberties Committee hearings September - December 2013 
Presentation of draft report before the Civil Liberties Committee: 18.12.2013 
Vote of the report in the Civil Liberties Committee: 12.02.2014 
Vote of the report in plenary: 12.03.2014 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Data protection 
 
The growing globalisation of data flows, via social networks, cloud computing, search engines, 
location-based services, etc, increases the risk that people can lose control of their own data. On 21 
October 2013, Civil Liberties MEPs voted on a major overhaul of current EU data protection rules 
which aims to put people in control of their personal data, build trust in social media and online 
shopping and upgrade the protection of data processed by police and judicial authorities. 
 
The new rules will also replace the current patchwork of national laws with a single set of rules, which 
should make it easier for companies to move across the EU while at the same time strengthening 
citizens' rights. 
 
The data protection reform package consists of two draft laws: a general regulation covering the bulk 
of personal data processing in the EU and a directive on processing data to prevent, investigate, 
detect or prosecute criminal offences or enforce criminal penalties. The EU's current data protection 
laws date from 1995, before the Internet came into widespread use, and does not cover data 
processed for law enforcement purposes. 
 
The changes made by the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee to the European 
Commission proposal constitute Parliament's mandate to start negotiations with the Council on the 
legislative package. Inter-institutional talks will start as soon as EU countries agree on their own 
negotiating position. Parliament's aim is to reach an agreement on this major legislative reform before 
the end of 2014. 
 
EP inquiry 
 
Following the revelations by former NSA contractor Edward Snowden, the European Parliament 
adopted on 4 July 2013 a resolution to launch an in-depth inquiry into the US surveillance 
programmes. The resolution gives Parliament's Civil Liberties Committee a mandate to assess the 
impact of the alleged surveillance activities on EU citizens' right to privacy and data protection, 
freedom of expression, the presumption of innocence and the right to an effective remedy. 
 
The conclusions of the inquiry have been summed up in a report adopted by the Civil Liberties 
Committee on 12 February and to be voted by the full Parliament on 12 March. Press release here. 
 
In the context of the inquiry, a delegation of Civil Liberties Committee travelled to Washington DC on 
28-30 October 2013 to get information from the US authorities on these allegations. On 23 October 
2013, the full Parliament passed a separate non-binding resolution calling for the suspension of the 
Terrorist Finance Tracking Program (TFTP) agreement with the US in response to the US National 
Security Agency's alleged tapping of EU citizens' financial data held by the Belgian company SWIFT. 
 
 
Contacts in the EP press service  
Paula Fernández Hervás +32 498 98 32 36  
Natalia Dasilva    +32 498 98 39 85  
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