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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Wednesday 12, February 2014, 

9.00-12.30 & 15.00 - 18.30 and on Thursday 13, February, 9.00-12.30 in Brussels. The following items were 

on the agenda. 

 

1. Procedures for applying the EC-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement and 
the EC-Serbia Interim Agreement 

Consideration 
The Committee considered the Council's first reading position and a draft recommendation for the second 

reading regarding the proposal for a regulation applying the trade-related parts of the EC/Serbia Stabilisation 

and Association Agreement. In his draft recommendation the rapporteur proposed to approve the Council 

position at first reading without amendments because the text is a result of informal trilogue negotiations that 

led to an early second reading agreement. INTA Committee adopted the outcome of these negotiations on  

17 December 2013. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Cons. of the Council position and the draft recomm. 

for 2
nd

 reading : 12/02/2014 

Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Deadline for AMs: 12/02/2014 at 18:00 

Procedure: 2011/0465(COD)  Planned adoption INTA: 13/02/2014 

 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-14  

2. The WTO and the post-Bali agenda   

Members of the INTA committee held an exchange of 

views with Roberto Azevêdo, the Director General of the 

World Trade Organisation where the focus was on the 

successes achieved at the ninth Ministerial Conference in 

December 2013 (MC9) and the way forward in terms of 

further trade negotiations. Although the 159 WTO 

members managed to reach a deal at MC9 on some key 

issues, there are still some sensitive areas where the 

WTO members still need to find compromises and it has 

been mandated to come up with a work programme by 

the end of 2014 on how to deal with them.   

During the question and answer session, Members raised 

the question of multilateralism versus bilateral agreements, the role of parliamentarians in communicating 

international trade issues and the extent to which international trade can act as a vector for promoting 

environmental and labour standards and human rights.   

3. Ad hoc delegation to the 9th WTO Ministerial Conference  
 

Following on from the exchange of views with the WTO Director General, Chairman Moreira presented the 

delegation report detailing the various meetings and activities undertaking by Members at the delegation to 

the WTO Ministerial Conference in December 2013 (MC9).  The purpose of the visit was twofold, on the one 

hand to participate in the Parliamentary Conference to the WTO where a number of MEPs spoke in panel 

debates and on the other hand as part of the official EU delegation to MC9.  In total 10 MEPs from five 

different political groups attended as part of the delegation and in addition to the PCWTO and the Ministerial, 

a range of other activities were undertaken including a press conference and a series of meetings with other 

trading partners and with civil society. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/1018/1018152/1018152en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/39725/Iuliu%20WINKLER_home.html
mailto:Tatiana.mrazikova@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0465(COD)&l=en
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4. Exchange of views with Business Europe and ETUC on the EU trade policy 
 

The presentations gave contrasting views of the EU trade policy. While Business Europe (represented by Mrs 

Luisa Santos) is overall supportive of the Commission's trade agenda and convinced of the positive impact of 

trade liberalisation for the EU (despite many market access' barriers remaining), the ETUC presented a mixed 

picture of winners and losers from EU's trade liberalisation. Mrs Bernadette Ségol (SG of ETUC) pointed out 

the social effects of many trade agreements and the lack of follow-up of the impact of EU FTAs on workers. 

She expressed the opinion that TTIP embodied most of the concerns about these effects and that TTIP should 

not lead to weakening EU standards. 

5. Evaluation of this Commission's term with regards to trade policy: Pros and Cons 

Hearing 

INTA heard the views of business organisations and civil society in its hearing on "Evaluation of this 

Commission's term with regard to Trade Policy". The invited experts were Mr Luc Hendrickx, Policy 

Director, European Association of SMEs (UEAPME), Mr Nikolai Soukup, Arbeiterkammer Osterreich (AK) 

Mr Pascal Kerneis, European Services Federation (ESF) and Ms Karin Ulmer, (APRODEV/Concord). The 

Commission is be represented by Mr Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General of DG Trade. Mr Demarty 

expressed that the relationship between Commission and Parliament has worked excellently. "We may not 

always see eye-to eye on every issue, but all in all, we have had many objectives in common as regards trade 

policy and you have often been an ally in ensuring that inter-institutional roles are respected", he said. 

According to Mr Demarty, Parliament's involvement in trade policy decision making has increased its 

legitimacy and transparency. The UEAPME stressed that SME Internationalization is a process, and SMEs 

need support services already at the local level and not only abroad. This approach has not been taken enough 

into account in the existing initiatives of the European Commission. The AK called for a public access and 

debate on EU negotiation mandates and documents and Parliament's involvement in all stages of trade 

negotiations. The ESF hailed the impressive results achieved during the Commission's term but insisted 

increased participation in the on-going plurilateral talks and finalising the current agenda. 

APRODEV/Concord asked for reality checks in various areas of the Union's trade policy, such as in policy 

coherence, investment, human rights and transparency. 

6. State of play of on-going negotiations 

In camera 

During the regular exchange of views with INTA, Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 

Commission, informed Members on the state of play on international trade negotiations. 

7. Agreement on Cooperation and Customs Union between the European Community and 
its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of San Marino, of the other part, 
regarding the participation, as a contracting party, of the Republic of Croatia, following 
its accession to the EU 

In camera 

 

INTA heard the Parliament's Legal service on the correctness of the legal basis in the proposed Council 

Decision to adapt, by way of a Protocol, the EU's contractual relations with San Marino, following Croatia's 

accession to the European Union.  

 

Chairman decided to to challenge the legal basis by asking the Parliament's Committee on Legal Affairs to 

give its opinion on the matter. The JURI Committee is expected to adopt the opinion in its meeting of 20 

March. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE  

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) JURI opinion on the legal basis: 20/3/2014 (tbc) 

Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Consideration of legal basis in: INTA 1/4/2014 (tbc) 

Procedure: 2013/0273(NLE)   

Lead committee: INTA  

8. Votes 

Macro-financial assistance to the Republic of Tunisia 

Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft report as amended 21 2 0 

Vote on decision to enter into negotiations  21 1 2 

Procedures for applying the EC-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the EC-Serbia 

Interim Agreement 

Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft recommendation for second reading  25 1 0 

State of play in the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Draft motion for a resolution as amended 25 2 1 

Exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade rules 

Rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Vote on the outcome of the trilogue 

negotiations  
28 0 0 

Imports of rice originating from Bangladesh 

Rapporteur: Paul Murphy (GUE/NGL) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Outcome of the trilogue negotiations 27 0 1 

Protection against dumped and subsidised imports from countries not members of the EC 

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 

Vote on decision to enter into negotiations  25 0 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96930/Vital%20MOREIRA_home.html
mailto:%25hannariikka.nieminen@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0273(NLE)&l=en
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9. Review of the EU – Japan trade negotiations 
Exchange of views 

The European Automobile Manufacturer's Association (ACEA), represented by Mr Anthony Millington and 

Erik Bergelin, and the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA), 

represented by Ms Maria Trallero and Mr Hannu Jouhki, were heard during an exchange of views with 

stakeholders to the EDRU-Japan trade negotiations. According to the ACEA, the scoping exercise, which was 

conducted before starting the negotiations, covered 6 areas concerning the automotive sector: Harmonisation 

with UN Regulations, Kei Cars, Airbags, Harmonised test driving cycle (WLTP), High Pressure Gas Tanks 

for Fuel Cell Vehicles and Zoning of automobile service shops. The progress has been partially satisfactory in 

two areas, satisfactory in three areas and fully satisfactory in one area. The EFPIA stressed that a free trade 

agreement with Japan would bring significant market opportunities to the industry as well as increase 

scientific cooperation in Research and Development, Japan representing the second largest national 

pharmaceutical market in the world and accounting for 12 per cent of the global market. 

10. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 
 

Under the regular item, the Committee was informed of the state of play of ongoing informal trilogues 

regarding the following procedures:  

 

On 29 January the third and last trilogue was held on the Enforcement Regulation (2012/0359(COD), 

rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE)) that led to the compromise agreement. The outcome of the trilogue 

negotiations in view of the first reading agreement was adopted by INTA Committee in its meeting of 13 

February. 

 

On 4 February the fourth trilogue was held on ISDS financial responsibility regulation (2012/0163(COD), 

rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP)) where the Commission's compromise drafting of 14 January was 

discussed. 

 

On 10 February the first and only trilogue was held on a proposal for a regulation on imports of rice 

originating in Bangladesh (2012/0085(COD), rapporteur: Paul Murphy (GUE)) that led to the compromise 

agreement. The outcome of the trilogue negotiations in view of the first reading agreement was adopted by 

INTA Committee in its meeting of 13 February. 

 

On 12 February the first and only trilogue was held on the amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 

2173/2005 on the establishment of a FLEGT licensing scheme for imports of timber into the European 

Community (2013/0010(COD), rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) that led to the compromise agreement. The 

outcome of the trilogue negotiations in view of the first reading agreement is scheduled to be voted in INTA 

Committee on 20 March. 

11. Monitoring Group Activities 
 

The INTA Committee received feedback from the meetings of the Monitoring Groups on China, 

Colombia/Peru, Ecuador, Mercosur, Thailand, USA and Vietnam. 

 
Back to Content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Wednesday 19, March 2014, 9.00-

12.30 & 15.00 - 18.30 and on Thursday 20, Marchy, 9.00-12.30 in Brussels. The meeting will be webstreamed, 

except for the in camera items. 

1. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Consideration & votes 
The Committee will consider the Council's first reading position and will vote on a draft recommendation for 

the second reading on the so-called "Dual Use Regulation". A compromise reached between co-legislators 

includes statements addressing the need for further modernisation of the EU's dual-use export control system 

and exports of cyber-surveillance technologies. Final vote will be held during 2-3 April plenary session. The 

EU controls the export, transit and brokering of the dual use items – goods, software and technologies used for 

civilian purposes, but which may have military applications.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE  

Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Considerations: 19/3/2014 

Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Deadline for Amendments: 19/3/2014, 12.00 

Procedure: 2011/0310(COD) Planned adoption INTA: 20/3/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-I-14  

2. State of play of on-going trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views 

INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, focusing mainly 

on two procedures: 

- The proposal for a decision providing macro-financial assistance (MFA) to Tunisia (2013/0416(COD), 

rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D)), on which the Council agreed to the amendments adopted in INTA and thus 

there was no need for an actual trilogue meeting. 

 

- The ISDS financial responsibility regulation (2012/0163(COD), rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP)), on 

which the fourth trilogue took place on 4 February. The fifth trilogue has been postponed and is planned to be 

held during week 12 (to be confirmed).  

3. Monitoring Groups Activities 
Exchange of views 

 

The INTA Committee is expected to receive feedback from the meeting of the Monitoring Groups on Japan, 

Russia and the USA. 

4. Protocol to the Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and its Member 
States, of the one part, and the Republic of Korea, of the other part, to take account of 
the accession of Croatia to the European Union 

Consideration of draft recommendation (consent) 

On 24 September 2012, the Council authorised the Commission to open negotiations with the Republic of 

Korea in order to conclude an Additional Protocol to the Free Trade Agreement between the European Union 

and its Member States, and the Republic of Korea, to take account of the accession of Croatia to the European 

Union. Those negotiations were successfully completed by initialling the Protocol on 8 November 2013. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/?legislature=7&start-date=20-03-2013&end-date=18-04-2013&committee=INTA
mailto:http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer%20FJELLNER_home.html
mailto:Mindaugas.kojelis@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0310(COD)&l=en
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The INTA Rapporteur, Mr Robert Sturdy (ECR) welcomes the Protocol to the EU-Korea Free Trade 

Agreement and believes that the European Parliament should give its consent. He says that the accession of 

Croatia to the European Union needs to be fully reflected in the EU-Korea Free Trade Agreement. 

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE  

Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Consideration of draft report: 19/3/2014 

Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti  Deadline for Amendments: tbc 

Procedure: 2014/0019(NLE) Planned adoption INTA: tbc 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  

5. Reduction or elimination of customs duties on goods originating in Ukraine 

Consideration and vote 

This Committee will discuss and vote on the EU unilaterally reducing its trade barriers on imports of products 

from Ukraine until the trade agreement with Ukraine is signed and applied. The Commission proposed on 11 

March 2014 to give unilateral and temporary commercial preferences to Ukraine (on goods only), as supported 

by the Council at its meeting of 6 March. These preferences would reflect the EU's commitments on tariffs on 

goods as agreed in the DCFTA with Ukraine.  

 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE  

Rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (EPP) Consideration of draft report: 19/3/2014 

Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Deadline for Amendments: 19/3/2014, 19.00 

Procedure: 2014/0090(COD) Planned adoption INTA: 20/3/2014 

Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-I-14  

6. Exchange of views with Arancha González, Executive Director of the International Trade 
Centre 

 

Arancha González runs the activity of the ITC, the joint UN-WTO agency which helps developing countries 

and transition economies to grow through international trade and international business development. For 

example, ITC assists countries in designing National Export Strategies as a way to help countries to articulate, 

prioritize and implement key trade related actions.  

 

This exchange of views will focus on issues related to small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in trade 

among developed and developing countries as well as the issues related to strengthening and leveraging trade 

and investment promotion institutional capacities, in particular for SMEs. 

7. Presentation of an external study by Lorand Bartels, University of Cambridge, on 
'Human Rights Clauses in Trade and Investment Agreement after the Lisbon Treaty: 
Implications for the European Parliament" 

 

Dr Lorand Bartels of the Law Faculty of the University of Cambridge will come to INTA to present and debate 

a study which he has done for Parliament regarding the European Parliament's role in relation to human rights 

in trade and investment agreements.  

 

The EU has included human rights clauses in its international trade and cooperation agreements since the early 

1990s. These clauses permit a party to a trade agreement to adopt ‘appropriate measures’ in the event that the 

other party violates human rights or democratic principles. This study reviews the design and operation of 

these clauses in light of the EU’s new competences and the European Parliament’s new powers under the 

Lisbon Treaty.  

 

The study considers in particular the application of human rights clauses to investment protection obligations, 

and it suggests new corporate social responsibility obligations. The study also looks at several means to 

mailto:http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2037/Robert%20STURDY_home.html
mailto:Heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0019(NLE)&l=en
mailto:http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96777/Paweł%20ZALEWSKI_home.html
mailto:nicolas.dorgeret@europarl.europa.eu
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improve the monitoring and enforcement of these clauses, including the possibility of a right of petition for an 

investigation into alleged human rights abuses. The study concludes with 11 recommendations for future 

human rights clauses, and discusses legal and practical issues relating to their implementation. 

8. State of play of negotiations on the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) 
In camera 

The Committee will be debriefed by the European Commission on the round of negotiations which took place 

in February. That round focused on the exchange of offers between the participants as well as advancing on 

establishing sector-specific regulatory disciplines and transversal rules for regulating services. The issue of 

China's accession to the negotiating table is likely to be raised too. 

9. EU-Mexico Economic and Trade Relations 

Exchange of views 

The INTA Committee will hold an exchange of views with the recently appointed Ambassador of Mexico to 

the EU, H.E. Juan José Gómez Camacho, on EU-Mexican economic relations. The discussions will focus on a 

possible modernisation of the trade chapters of the Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and 

Cooperation (EPPCC) Agreement between the EU and Mexico. 

10. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005 on the establishment of a FLEGT 
licensing scheme for imports of timber into the European Community 

Votes 

INTA will vote on the outcome of the informal trilogue meeting on the FLEGT alignment file (Mr Iuliu 

Winkler, EPP) which was successfully concluded on 12 February 2014.  

11. State of Play on Economic Partnership Agreements 
Exchange of views 

This discussion on Economic Partnership Agreements is organised in the follow-up to a joint hearing of 11 

February and ahead of EU-Africa Parliamentary and Governmental Summits as well as Business Forum taking 

place at the turn of March and April. Furthermore, 1 October 2014 is a deadline for ACP regions and 

individual countries to choose whether they want a contractual trade relationship with the EU.  

 

After many years of negotiations good progress is being made: Three EPAs in Caribbean, in the Papua New 

Guinea and in Eastern and Southern Africa are being implemented, a deal with West Africa has been reached 

but needs to be confirmed and we see renewed commitment and political will to progress in negotiations with 

EAC and SADC,. Central Africa and Pacific are however still not ready to come on board. 

 

The Commission will report on the latest negotiations and discuss the way forward with INTA members. 

12. Presentation of the World Bank report on the evaluation of the EU-Turkey Customs 
Union 

In camera 

Entered into force in 1996, the customs union between the European Union and Turkey has been a key driver 

for boosting economic growth through free circulation of goods between the two parties; over two decades, the 

value of bilateral trade between the European Union and Turkey has increased dramatically: more than 

fourfold since 1996.  

 

Turkey is today the EU sixth biggest trading partners; and the EU is the Turkey's biggest partner with 38% of 

Turkey's total trade going to the EU, and 70% of foreign direct investment coming from the EU. 

 

The EU-Turkey customs union is also unique since it is one of the earliest attempts by the EU to share some of 

its legal system with another country. The customs union has been encouraging the alignment process of 

Turkey with the EU's acquis, thus improving the quality of the infrastructure and facilitating reform of 
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technical regulations.  

 

However, the customs union appears now to increasingly become less well-equipped to handle the changing 

dynamics of global trade integration, such as the multiplication of bilateral trade negotiations. Serious 

improvements are needed in order to tackle current challenges facing the two blocs. In its current form, the 

union does not cover, for example, some of key trade areas, including agriculture, services, public 

procurement, to name but a few. In other word, there is an urgency to re-think the framework governing the 

Turkey-EU trade relationship.  

 

Bearing that in mind, the World Bank will present to the International Trade Committee the outcome of a 

report on "Evaluation of the EU-Turkey Customs Union", and will engage into discussion with Members over 

the future of EU-Turkey trade relationship. The presentation will be held in camera at the request of the World 

Bank. 

 
Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  

All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 

 

USA 4
th

 round, 10-14 March, Brussels, Belgium & 5
th

 round, 19-23 May, Washington DC, 

United States (tbc) 

Vietnam 7
th

 round, 17-21 March, Hanoi, Viet Nam 

Ecuador 2
nd

 round, 24-28 March, Quito/Guayaquil, Ecuador 

China EU-China Investment Agreement negotiations, 24-25 March, Brussels, Belgium (tbc) 

Japan 5
th

 round, 31 March - 4 April, Tokyo, Japan (tbc) 

Morocco 4
th

 round, 7-11 April, Brussels, Belgium & 5
th

 round, 12-16 May, Rabat, Morocco (tbc) 

Tisa Trade in Services Agreement, 22-25 April & 28 April-3 May (tbc), Geneva, Switzerland  

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info 
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 

State-of-play of the Union's TDI 
 

On 28 February 2014, there were 85 anti-dumping and 12 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, 

there were undertakings in force from 5 countries covering 6 products. At the end of February, 44 

investigations were on-going.  

5 investigations were initiated, out of which 2 new investigations, of which 1 anti-subsidy, 1 expiry review, 1 

interim review and 1 new exporter review. 

No provisional and no definitive trade defence measures were imposed during the first two months of the 

year. 

 

The following new proceedings were initiated: 

 

 anti-dumping proceeding concerning imports of certain rainbow trout originating in Turkey,  OJ C 44, 

15.2.2014 

 anti-subsidy proceeding concerning imports of certain rainbow trout originating in Turkey,  OJ C 44, 

15.2.2014  
More information 

 

WTO Dispute settlement  

 

Latest DSU developments as of 21 February 2014 
 

 In DS472 Brazil – Tax measures, consultations with Brazil took place on 13 and 14 February 2014. 

 In DS473, on 31 January 2014 consultations took place with Argentina on EU antidumping measures 

on biodiesel and a provision of the EU Basic AD Regulation. 

 In DS474, the EU and Russia held consultations on 13 and 14 February in Geneva on cost adjustment 

provisions in the EU's Basic Antidumping Regulation and on certain related EU antidumping 

measures.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/creating-opportunities/bilateral-relations
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/august/tradoc_151694.pdf
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 In DS397 EU- AD measures on certain Iron or Steel Fasteners, on 25 November 2013 a compliance 

panel was established at the request of China  

 In DS400 and 401, EU-Seals, the complainants appealed the panel report on 24 January 2014. The EU 

launched a cross-appeal on 29 January 2014.  

 In DS469 – EU - Atlanto-scandian herring, on 13 February 2014, Denmark announced requesting for 

the second time the establishment of a panel in respect of the Faroe Islands during the meeting of the 

DSB on 26 February 2014. 

 In DS 26, EU- Hormones, the revised Memorandum of Understanding with the US entered into force 

on 28 January 2014. 

More information 
 

 

Meetings held during weeks 7-11  

 

 10 February: Interview for Reuters on TTIP 

 10 February: Host, together with the Chair of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of 

the EP, of the event on "Trading for a better market place", organised by CELCAA (European Liaison 

Committee for Agricultural and Agri-Food Trade) 

 10 February: Interview for L'Informatore Agrario on agriculture and global trade after the "Bali 

package"  

 12 February: Working lunch with Mr Ken Clarke, UK Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for Trade, on 

TTIP 

 13 February: Interview for Debating Europe on TTIP 

 17 February: Interview with PhD student on the Common Commercial Policy making under the Lisbon 

Treaty rules 

 18 February: Speaker at the conference "EU Parliaments in global governance", organised by the 

European Parliament Vice-Presidents responsible for relations with national Parliaments  

 18 February: Speaker at a working dinner organised by the Transatlantic Policy Network (TPN) with 

Senior American Regulators   

 19 February: Meeting with Mrs Cristina Ronquillo, Ambassador of Peru to the EU  

 21 February: Interview for Euronews on EU-Brazil Summit and EU-Mercosur trade agreement 

 24 February: Interview for Hotnews.ro on TTIP  

 26 February: Meeting with Mr Kojiro Shiojiri, Ambassador of Japan to the EU 

 3 March: Meeting with representatives of AmCham EU, BusinessEurope, EuroChambres and the 

Trans-Atlantic Business Council on TTIP 

 3 March: Meeting with a representative of the European Generic Medicines Association on the EU-

Canada trade agreement 

 3 March: Meeting with Mr Brian McFeeters, Minister Counsellor for Economic Affairs at the US 

Mission to the EU  

 11 March: Interview for TVE on TTIP 

 12 March: Meeting with US journalists on TTIP 

 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2003/november/tradoc_111230.pdf
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Delivered briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 

 Internal briefing note on Protectionism in the G 20  

 External study on the EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries 

 External study on the Implementation and Enforcement of HR Conditionality in EU Trade agreements 

 Internal briefing note on a comparison of EU and USA free trade agreements with Colombia and Peru 

 Internal briefing note on the role of the EP in the definition of EU trade policy after entry into force of 

the Lisbon treaty 

 

Joint hearing on the EU's response to Russian foreign and trade policies towards the countries of the 

Eastern Partnership 

 

A public hearing jointly organised by AFET and INTA on this topic was held on Monday, 

17 March 2014 (15:00-16:45, JAN 2Q2). The hearing aimed to assess how the EU has 

reacted in the last 12 months to Russian actions, on the diplomatic, security, commercial and 

financial levels, towards the countries of the EaP and to come up with ideas on how to better 

respond to Russia's policies.  

 

See the programme 

 

Briefings by the EP Research Service 

 

Minerals from conflict areas: Existing and new responsible-sourcing initiatives 
Gisela Grieger, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 11 February 2014, 8 p., 

"The example of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) demonstrates how mineral extraction in 

developing countries may fuel or aggravate internal armed conflicts characterised by extreme levels of 

violence. In an effort to sever the linkage between mineral extraction and conflict finance, the UN and the 

OECD have developed guidelines for companies sourcing minerals from conflict areas. While the US has 

introduced legally binding requirements for corporations, the EU has yet to enact similar legislation despite 

calls from the European Parliament and others." 

 

EU-Indonesia agreement on trade in legal timber 
Gisela Grieger, Briefing, European Parliamentary Research Service, 20 February 2014, 1 p. 

"The EU-Indonesia Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership 

Agreement (VPA) was signed on 30 September 2013. It is the first FLEGT VPA the EU has made with an 

Asian timber-exporting country; VPAs with Malaysia and Vietnam are likely to follow." 

 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 

China and global trade governance: China's first decade in the World Trade Organization 
Ka Zeng, Wei Liang, Routledge, 2013, 314 p., 

"Through a thorough examination of Chinas WTO compliance record and its experience in 

multilateral trade negotiations, this book seeks to better understand the sources of constraints on 

Chinas behaviour in the multilateral trade institution as well as the country's influence on the 

efficacy of the WTO. It addresses the following questions: Is China a rule maker, rule follower, 

or rule breaker in international regimes? Is Beijing a responsible stakeholder capable of making 

positive contributions to global trade governance in the long-term?"  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201403/20140317ATT81191/20140317ATT81191EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/130680/LDM_BRI(2014)130680_REV1_EN.pdf
http://epthinktank.eu/2014/02/23/eu-indonesia-agreement-on-trade-in-legal/
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=238570
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The right to trade: rethinking the aid for trade agenda 
Andrew Charlton, Joseph E Stiglitz. - London Commonwealth Secretarial, 2013, 44 p. 

"Aid for trade is a fixture in the development landscape, accounting for approximately 25 per 

cent of total ODA. The authors argue that aid for trade has not delivered on its initial promise. 

They propose that a ‘right to trade’ and a ‘right to development’ be enshrined within the 

WTO’s dispute settlement system; and that aid for trade funds be consolidated into a coherent 

and predictable framework, where dedicated funds are committed by rich countries to a Global 

Trade Facility and dispersed through a transparent and competitive process." 

 

 

Global rivalries: standards wars and the transnational cotton trade 
Amy A. Quark. - Chicago University Press, 2013, 312 p. 

"As the economies of China, India, and other Asian nations continue to grow, these countries are 

seeking greater control over the rules that govern international trade. Setting the rules carries 

with it the power to establish advantage, so it’s no surprise that everyone wants a seat at the 

table—or that negotiations over rules often result in stalemates at meeting of the World Trade 

Organization." 

 

 

 

EP Research Service weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 

The EP Research Service weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press 

articles on International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. For more information please visit our 

intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201, 

EP Research Service 

 

Important Meetings and Events 

 

WTO events 
 

14 March General Council  

26 March Dispute Settlement Body  

Events calendar 2014 

Summits & Events 

 

20-21 March European Council  

26 March EU-US summit, Brussels 

2-3 April 4th EU-Africa summit, Brussels  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=240480
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/content.form?symphonyId=237817
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPostDetail.form?selectedCategoryId=103&postId=30260&policyAreaId=5
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyAreaPosts.form?policyAreaId=5
mailto:nils.hammarlund@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:odile.maisse@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#mon02
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Useful links 

 

INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  

INTA Intranet & E-Committee 

INTA Internet 

 

EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 

European Council 

Council of Ministers  

Greek presidency  

 

Other Links 

WTO 

Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2014 

 

The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 1, 

April 2014, from 09.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30 in Brussels. The calendar of 2014 meetings can be found 

here.  
Back to Content 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/members.html#menuzone
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://www.intanet.ep.parl.union.eu/intanet/cms/welcome
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?lang=en
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.gr2014.eu/
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2014.pdf

