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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

Welcome to the last 
edition of ENVI 
News of this 
parliamentary term!  

ENVI will hold its 
last ordinary 
committee meeting 
on 19 March 20141  
in Brussels. The 
agenda includes 
votes on recently 

concluded trilogue negotiations on a wide range of 
topics such as shipments of waste, amendment to the 
directive on honey, fees payable to the European 
Medicines Agency; as well as on an agreement on the 
sound level of motor vehicles which was concluded 
already at the end of last year, and is now being 
confirmed in second reading. The committee will also 
start its discussions on a number of proposals which 
were recently adopted by the Commission; the legislative 
work on those files will start under the incoming ENVI 
Committee.  

On 14 April 2014 ENVI will meet for an extraordinary 
committee meeting in Strasbourg; Members will hear the 
nominee for the position of the Executive Director of the 
European Food Safety Authority. You will find a short 
section in this newsletter about the hearing. 

At the end of this busy legislative term I would like briefly 
to mention some highlights. ENVI again remained the 
busiest legislative committee of the European 
Parliament: we worked on 135 reports, and concluded 
almost 50 legislative proposals under the ordinary 
legislative procedure. The committee led on a number of 
important proposals in the field of climate action, 
including setting targets for CO2 emissions from cars and 
light commercial vehicles; securing the first stage of 
reform of the EU's carbon market; discouraging the use 
of fluorinated greenhouse gases; setting accounting rules 
and action plans on greenhouse gas emissions and 
removals resulting from activities relating to land use, 
land use change and forestry (LULUCF); and establishing 
a mechanism for monitoring and reporting greenhouse 
gas emissions. In the field of the environment ENVI 
steered through legislation on waste electrical and 
electronic equipment, and on the restriction of the use of 

                                                      
1
 This draft agenda is subject to changes. The final agenda will be 

adopted at the beginning of the meeting. 

certain hazardous substances in such equipment. In 
addition, the committee agreed on legislation on making 
the recycling of ships more environmentally sound;  
defining priority substances in water; introducing stricter 
limits on the sulphur content of marine fuels; revising the 
regulation on biocidal products; refitting the legislation 
on industrial emissions; updating the Union's civil 
protection mechanism; setting rules for the multiannual 
financial programme for the environment and climate 
action (LIFE); and adopting the 7th Environmental Action 
Programme. The committee was very active on public 
health issues as well, having recently concluded a major 
revision of the tobacco directive; setting a new 
framework for clinical trials; facilitating access to cross-
border healthcare; and adopting a funding programme 
for 2014-2020 on health for growth. ENVI also led on food 
safety issues including the flagship legislation on food 
information to consumers, as well as a number of 
sectoral legislation such as food for infants and young 
children, and food for medical purposes. The committee 
continued to support international climate negotiations 
and international biodiversity negotiations, by leading 
Parliament's delegations to the UN Climate Conferences 
and the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. You will 
soon find a more comprehensive overview of ENVI's 
achievements in this parliamentary term on the ENVI 
website. The activity report of the committee (looking 
back at all the work done during this legislative term), 
and a welcome pack for the incoming committee will also 
be published on the committee's website in the course of 
the next few months. 

Matthias Groote 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETING OF 19 MARCH 

2014 

Honey 

Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 

The Commission proposal 
amends Directive 
2001/110/EC on honey, in 
order to clarify, further to 
the ECJ’s judgement in the 
Bablok-case (Case C-
442/09), that pollen 
should be considered as a 
constituent rather than an 
ingredient of honey. The 
proposal also inclludes 
provisions on alignment to the Lisbon Treaty and, in 
particular, on delegated acts. If pollen is considered as an 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/oj/1023/1023021/1023021en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/Matthias_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140319_honey_consolidated_/envi20140319_honey_consolidated_en.pdf
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ingredient, honey containing GM-pollen would under 
certain conditions have to be labelled, whereas this 
would not be the case if it was considered a constituent.  

Parliament’s position was adopted by a “partial vote” in 
the plenary on 15 January 2014. Two trialogues were held 
with the Hellenic Presidency, and an overall compromise 
package could be agreed. According to the agreement, 
pollen is to be considered a constituent of honey. If 
approved by the committee, the agreement will be 
presented to the plenary in the April-II session. 

 
Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Peterle (EPP), Tabajdi (S&D),Reimers (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), 
Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 

 

Fees payable to the European Medicines Agency for 
pharmacovigilance activities (PRAC FEES) 

Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 

The EU pharmacovigilance 
legislation for medicinal 
products for human use 
was revised in 2010, in 
order to strengthen and 
rationalise the system for 
safety monitoring of 
medicines. It became 
applicable as of July 2012 

with additional amendments to the pharmacovigilance 
legislation being introduced in 2012. All recent changes 
have led to widened tasks for the EMA, which has 
acquired pharmacovigilance competences also for 
nationally authorised medicines, in addition to reinforced 
competences for centrally authorised medicines. To 
finance these activities, the revised pharmacovigilance 
legislation provides for fees to be charged to marketing 
authorisation holders at the EU level. The proposal 
determines the activities performed at Union level for 
which fees are due, the amounts, the applicable 
exdemptions and reductions, the rules of payment of 
those fees and the level of remuneration of the 
rapporteurs.  

Following the vote in committee on the report and the 
negotiating mandate last December, two trialogues were 
held with the Hellenic Presidency. The main outcome of 
the negotiations is that the monetary value of the 
chargeable unit was set at 67 euros; the delegated 
powers to the Commission were limited to adjustment of 
fees to inflation only; the split of the referral fee between 
EMA on one side and the rapporteurs and co-rapporteurs 
on the other was set at 1/3 each, with its total value 
increased by 10.000 euros compared to Commission 
proposal with a tiered system introduced depending on 
the number of active substances involved in the referral. 
If endorsed by the committee, the agreement will be 
presented to the plenary in the April-II session. 

 

Rapporteur: McAvan (S&D)                    Procedure file  
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Parvanova (ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), 
Yannakoudakis (ECR), Sousa (GUE/NGL) 

 

Shipments of waste 

Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 

The Waste Shipment Regulation (EC) No 1031/2006 lays 
down rules for shipments of waste both within the EU 
and between the EU and third countries. In particular, 
exports of hazardous waste to countries outside the 
OECD and exports of waste for disposal outside the 
EU/EFTA are prohibited. However, illegal waste 
shipments have remained a serious problem. The 
Commission proposal aims to reinforce the inspection 
provisions of the regulation by stronger requirements on 
national inspections and planning.  

The ENVI report and the negotiating mandate were 
adopted on 22 January and aimed at further 
strengthening the draft legislation. Two trilogues were 
held with the Hellenic Presidency, which resulted in an 
overall compromise. According to the agreement 
Member States need to draw up yearly inspection plans 
with mandatory key elements and based on a risk 
assessment which has to identify also the minimum 
number of inspections, including physical checks.  
Member States have to provide a yearly report on the 
outcome of inspections, to be published via the internet, 
including information on enforcement measures and any 
penalties applied. The report will also include information 
where irregularities can be reported. The new regulation 
applies from 1 January 2016, the first inspection plans 
have to be adopted by 1 January 2017. If approved by the 
committee, the agreement will be presented to the 
plenary in the April-II session. 

 
Rapporteur: Staes (Greens/EFA)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Lyubcheva,(S&D), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Rosbach 
(ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 

 

Prevention and management of the introduction and 
spread of invasive alien species 

Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 

Invasive alien species 
(IAS) are transported 
through human action 
outside of their 
natural range across 
ecological barriers, 
and then survive, 
reproduce and 
spread, causing 
serious ecological, 
economic and social consequences. Those species are a 
major cause of biodiversity loss and species extinction 
and can cause health problems, damage infrastructure, 
hamper forestry and cause agricultural losses. They are 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0260(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23693/ALOJZ_PETERLE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23808/CSABA+SANDOR_TABAJDI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96875/Britta_REIMERS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140319_ema_fees_consolidated_/envi20140319_ema_fees_consolidated_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2327/Linda_McAVAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0222(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34234/Antonyia_PARVANOVA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96944/Marina_YANNAKOUDAKIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/113487/Alda_SOUSA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140319_waste_shipment_conso_/envi20140319_waste_shipment_conso_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0239(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1038/Karl-Heinz_FLORENZ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37524/MARUSYA_LYUBCHEVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96664/Anna_ROSBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
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estimated to cost the Union at least 12 billion euros each 
year. The Commission proposal establishes a framework 
for action to tackle IAS in the Union. 

The ENVI report and the negotiating mandate were 
adopted on 23 January 2014. Following two trilogues with 
the Hellenic Presidency, an overall compromise was 
found. The agreement puts emphasis on regional 
cooperation to addresses IAS that are native to some 
parts of the Union but invasive to others, as well as 
species which are unable to establish viable population in 
large parts of the EU; furthermore, it prioritises Union 
action on emerging species and species that cause the 
most significant damage. It removes the cap of 50 IAS 
which was proposed by the Commission, and sets up a 
dedicated scientific forum supporting the decision 
making process. The compromise also caters for animal 
welfare issues. If endorsed by Coreper and the 
committee, the agreement will be put to the April-II 
session. 

 
Rapporteur: Poc (S&D)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Sommer (EPP), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Demesmaeker (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

ETS AVIATION 2 

Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 

Following the conclusion of the 
38th ICAO Assembly, and the 
expiry this spring of the 
derogation which was adopted 
last year ("Stop the clock"), the 
Commission presented a new 
proposal to amend Directive 
2003/87/EC. The 38th 
International Civil Association 

Organisation Assembly agreed on adopting a global 
market based measure (MBM) in 2016, which will be 
implemented by 2020. In response to that, and in order 
to further promote the global MBM momentum, the 
Commission proposed lowering the proportion of 
emissions, both from flights to and from third countries, 
to which the EU Emission Trading Scheme shall apply for 
the period up to 2020. Thus international flights will only 
be covered within European airspace with application 
from 2014, while the Stop the Clock is extended for 
another year including 2014.  

Following the adoption of the ENVI report and the 
negotiating mandate on 30 Jan 2014, two trilogues were 
held with the Hellenic Presidency. The main outcome of 
the trilogues is that the "stop the clock" derogation is 
extended to 2016 with full scope from 2017. A recital was 
also agreed on earmarking referring to the provisions of 
Directive 2003/87/EC and to a need for transparency and 
reporting on how Member States use the revenues from 
auctioning in line with Article 17 of Regulation 525/2013. 
Outermost regions are exempted till 2016; and small non-

commercial emitters are also exempted, as in the 
Commission's proposal, until 2020. The review clause has 
been further strengthened adding an obligation on the 
Commission to regularly inform the EP and Council on its 
efforts to promote the international acceptance of 
market based mechanisms among third countries, as well 
as on the use of revenues by Member States. If approved 
by the committee, the agreement will be voted in the 
April-II session. 

 
Rapporteur: Liese (S&D)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Groote (S&D); Davies (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), 
Cymanski (EFD) 

 

Amendment to the Monitoring Mechanism Regulation - 
technical implementation of the Kyoto Protocol 

Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5) 

The Commission's 
proposal aims to 
ensure the 
technical 
implementation of 
the Kyoto 
Protocol in the 
European Union 
after 2012, to 
enable the 
effective operation of the joint fulfilment of the 
commitments of the European Union, its Member States 
and Iceland, and to ensure its alignment with the 
operation of the EU ETS and the Effort Sharing Decision, 
all technical implementation rules required in the 
European Union. The proposal amends the legal basis, 
contained in the Monitoring Mechanism Regulation 
(MMR), which enables the Commission to adopt non-
legislative acts establishing rules on nonessential 
elements for the accounting of Kyoto units after 2012 in 
EU law.  

The committee adopted its final report and the 
negotiating mandate last week. A trilogue with the 
Hellenic Presidency took place early this week, and EP 
and Council reached an overall compromise. The 
agreement permits the EU to advance the technical 
implementation of the second commitment period of the 
Kyoto Protocol in view also of a potential international 
agreement in Paris in 2015. If endorsed by the committee, 
the agreement will be voted in the April-II session. 
 
Rapporteur: Urutchev (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Arsenis (S&D),.Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Callanan 
(ECR), Cymanski (EFD) 

 

Sound level of motor vehicles 

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading 

The Commission's proposal for a Regulation has as its 
aim the protection of public health and the environment 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96715/Pavel_POC.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0307(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4282/RENATE_SOMMER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/117477/MARK_DEMESMAEKER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dv/envi20140319_ets_aviation_consolidated_/envi20140319_ets_aviation_consolidated_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1927/Peter%20LIESE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0344(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/performsearch.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0377(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97009/Kriton_ARSENIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96786/Tadeusz_CYMA%25C5%2583SKI.html
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through measures to reduce the sound level of motor 
vehicles. 

In February 2013 the 
European Parliament 
adopted its first reading 
position on the proposal. 
Later, in September last 
year, the Committee gave 
to the Rapporteur a 
mandate to enter early 
second reading 
negotiations with the 
Council. Following a series 
of trilogues with the 
Lithuanian Presidency, an 
early second reading 

agreement was reached in November 2013. The 
agreement was approved by the Committee on 27 
November 2013; the Council has subsequently adopted 
the agreed text as its Council position at first reading. In 
the circumstances the Rapporteur therefore 
recommends to the Committee to adopt the Council 
position without amendment. No amendments were 
tabled, so the vote will be only on the adoption of the 
draft recommendation for second reading. The 
recommendation is then tabled to the April-I session. 

 
Rapporteur: Ouzký (ECR)  Procedure file  
Shadows: Tatarella (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Krahmer (ALDE), Hassi 
(Greens/EFA), Wils (GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD) 

 

Transport of liquid oils and fats by sea - objection 
pursuant to Rule 88 against a measure adopted in 
regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS) 

Adoption of motion for a resolution 

Point 4 of Chapter IV of Annex II to Regulation EC (No) 
852/2004 requires that the transport of bulk foodstuffs in 
liquid, granulate or powdered form is performed in 
receptacles and/or containers/tankers reserved for the 
transport of foodstuffs. This requirement appears not 
practical and imposes an unduly onerous burden on food 
business whereby the availability of seagoing vessels 
reserved for the transport of foodstuffs is insufficient. 
Thus the measure allows the transport of liquid oils and 
fats in seagoing vessels, which are not reserved for the 
transport of foodstuffs if the previous cargo consists of 
certain acceptable substances or mixtures of substances. 

The objector, MEP Carl Schlyter (Greens), opposes the 
draft measure on the grounds that many of the 
substances listed in the Annex are aromatic or have 
strong flavours and may affect food quality, not 
sufficiently analysed by EFSA. Exchange of views took 
place on 6 March and vote in committee will take place 
on 19 March 2014; if the draft resolution is adopted in 
ENVI, it would be scheduled for plenary during the April-I 
session.  

Novel foods 

Exchange of views 

In 2008 the Commission presented a proposal on novel 
food which went through three readings of the 
legislative procedure but the act was finally not adopted. 
The legislative procedure that time focussed on a 
number of issues: the provisions applicable to 
nanomaterials, the cloning of animals for food 
production, traditional foods from third countries, the 
criteria to be examined for the risk assessment and risk 
management and to the procedure for the authorisation 
of novel foods in accordance with the Lisbon Treaty. 
Negotiations reached a stalemate on a limited number of 
issues, in particular those linked to cloning of animals, 
and it was not possible to find an overall agreement. The 
procedure thus failed in third reading, in the conciliation 
phase.  

This new proposal from the Commission is now limited to 
the safety of novel food, and with regard to its content it 
is based on the negotiations which were conducted on 
the previous proposal; the issues of cloning do not make 
part of this proposal, those are presented in a separate 
legislative proposal. This will be the first discussion in the 
committee; the timetable will be decided upon by the 
new committee. 

 
Rapporteur: Nicholson (ECR)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Staes (Greens/EFA), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 

 

ETS - market stability reserve  

Exchange of views 

At the start of its 
third trading 
period (2013-
2020), the 
operation of the 
EU emissions 
trading system 
(ETS) had resulted 
in a surplus of around 2 billion allowances, which is 
expected to grow over the coming years to more than 
2.6 billion allowances by 2020. The Commission proposes 
that as from the start of the fourth trading period in 2021, 
a market stability reserve would trigger adjustments to 
annual auction volumes in situations where the total 
number of allowances in circulation is outside a certain 
predefined range. In particular the Commission proposes 
to add allowances to the reserve by deducting them from 
future auction volumes with the aim of mitigating market 
instability due to a large temporary surplus in the EU ETS 
if the total surplus is higher than 833 million allowances, 
and to release allowances from the reserve and add them 
to future auction volumes with the aim of mitigating 
market instability due to a large temporary deficit in the 
EU ETS provided the total surplus is below 400 million 
allowances. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZKÝ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0409(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1945/SALVATORE_TATARELLA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96910/Judith%20A._MERKIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28247/Holger_KRAHMER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97196/Oreste_ROSSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/1021/1021211/1021211en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0435(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
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The timetable for the report will be fixed after the 
elections; but the Rapporteur has decided to have an 
initial exchange of views on the proposal with the 
Commission. 

Rapporteur: Auconie (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR) 

 

Reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric 
pollutants  

Exchange of views 

The proposed Directive repeals and replaces the current 
Union regime on the annual capping of national 
emissions of air pollutants, as defined in Directive 
2001/81/EC. By doing so, it ensures that the national 
emission ceilings (NECs) set by the Directive for 2010 
onwards for SO2, NOx, NMVOC (non-methane volatile 
organic compounds) and NH3 (ammonia) shall apply until 
2020. The proposal establishes new national emission 
reduction commitments applicable from 2020 and 2030 
for SO2, NOx, NMVOC, NH3, fine particulate matter 
(PM2,5) and methane (CH4). In addition, intermediate 
emission levels for the year 2025 applicable to the same 
pollutants are established. Subsequently, these emission 
levels need to be brought down to the 2030 limits 
following a linear reduction trajectory. 

This will be the first discussion in the committee; the 
timetable will be decided upon by the new committee. 
The discussion will be not only on the Commission 
proposal, but also on the associated impact assessment. 

 
Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Gardini (EPP), McAvan (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA)  

 

Exchange of views with Ignacio Garcia Bercero - EU chief 
negotiator for TTIP 

Negotiations for the 
Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) between the EU and 
the US began in July 2013 
and four negotiation rounds 
took place so far. In 2014 a 
further 5th round is planned 
in May 2014, 6th round in 
July 2014 when all 

regulatory issues will be discussed with exact text 
proposals on both sides, and a 2nd stocktaking meeting 
between the US Trade Representative Mr Froman and 
the EU Trade Commissioner in September 2014. 

The TTIP is expected to improve market access for the 
two biggest economies in the world by removing any 
outstanding tariff barriers to trade as well as minimising 

non-tariff ones by regulatory alignment of technical 
regulations, standards and approval procedures. The 
TTIP negotiations also look at opening both markets for 
services, investment, and public procurement. Once fully 
implemented, the TTIP is expected to boost the EU GDP 
by 0.5% or 120 billion euros annually.  

Members will discuss the main issues of ENVI concern 
with the EU chief negotiator. Those issues include, in 
particular, the regulatory alignment in the fields of 
health, safety and the environment; Investor State 
Dispute Settlement; and transparency and access to 
documents. 

Exchange of views with Hans Bruyninckx (Executive 
Director of the EEA) 

Members will discuss the Agency's multiannual work 
programme (2014-2018) with the Executive Director. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MEETING OF 14 APRIL 2014 

Hearing of the nominee for the post of the Executive 
Director of EFSA  

According to Article 26 of the Regulation 178/2002 
establishing the European Food Safety Authority, the 
Executive Director shall be appointed by the 
Management Board, on the basis of a list of candidates 
proposed by the Commission after an open competition. 
The appointment is for five years, and the term is 
renewable. Before appointment, the candidate 
nominated by the Management Board shall be invited to 
make a statement before the European Parliament and 
answer questions put by members of this institution.  

Following the resignation of Ms Catherine Geslain-
Lanéelle, former EFSA Executive Director on 1 September 
2013, the Commission launched the selection procedure 
for a new Executive Director. The EFSA Management 
Board will take its decision on 20 March 2014 and the 
candidate nominated will make a statement before the 
European Parliament and answer questions put by 
Members during a hearing that will take place on 14 April 
in Strasbourg. 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  

 Report on plastic bags; 

 Report on conclusion of the Doha Amendment to 
the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the joint 
fulfilment of commitments thereunder; 

 Report on Hong Kong convention on ship 
recycling; 

 Motion for a resolution on EU alcohol strategy. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96862/Sophie_AUCONIE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0011(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4536.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0443(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2327/Linda_McAVAN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4554/Chris_DAVIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Healthy natural areas often fulfil important yet 
unseen functions, from preventing floods to 
filtering air. A new report from the European 
Environment Agency (EEA) proposes a 

method for mapping this 'green infrastructure'. More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Every year ECDC and the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA), work together to 
produce an EU-wide report on zoonoses and 

food-borne outbreaks. The EU Summary Report on 
Trends and Sources of Zoonoses, Zoonotic Agents and 
Food-borne Outbreaks in 2012, published this month, is 
an excellent example of the One Health approach being 
put to action. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

On the occasion of the World Consumer 
Rights' Day 2014, ECHA launched an 
updated "Chemicals in our life" website, 

explaining how chemicals can be used safely in daily life 
both at home and at work and how consumers can find 
out more about the chemicals that they use. More 

 

European Medicines Agency 

(EMA)  

The EMA has published the first 
public summary of the risk-management plan (RMP) of a 
newly authorised medicine ("Neuraceq"). It describes 
known and not known facts about the medicine’s safety 
and states what measures will be taken to prevent or 
minimise its risks. The Agency will pilot the publishing of 
RMP summaries for all newly centrally authorised 
medicines in 2014 and will start producing RMP 
summaries for previously authorised medicines. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

EFSA report published on 13 March on 
bees health concludes that closer 

cooperation among EU agencies, Member States and 
researchers is urgently needed to improve understanding 
of how multiple stressors damage bee health. The report 
also proposes that a centralised, open-access research 
database be created to support the development of a 
holistic approach to assessing bee stressors. EFSA will 
give a short presentation of the report at the Conference 
for Better Bee Health, hosted by the European 
Commission in Brussels on April 7, 2014. More 
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