
 

-  1  - 

 

 

 

Hearing on "Lisbon Strategy: Budget implementation and results"

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bCONT-OJ-20140407-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bWORD%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_20140220_0900.htm
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In March 2000, EU heads of state and 

government agreed on an ambitious 

goal: making the EU "the most 

competitive and dynamic knowledge-

based economy in the world, capable 

of sustainable economic growth with 

more and better jobs and greater 

social cohesion".  

The Lisbon Strategy represented an ambitious ten-year 

reform programme which searched for answers to global 

challenges such as the advancement of the US and Japan 

in a “new” knowledge-based economy and their 

domination in the field of information and 

communication technologies.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/cont/cont_7leg_meetinglist.htm
http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28220/Ingeborg%20GRÄSSLE_home.html
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It promoted integration of social and economic policy 

while focusing, in particular, on strengthening the EU’s 

research capacity, completing the internal market, 

promoting entrepreneurship, fiscal consolidation and 

sustainability of public finances, encouraging progress 

within information society technologies, developing an 

active employment policy and modernising social 

protection systems.  

The need for a post-2010 Lisbon-type strategy was 

officially expressed for the first time at the European 

Council summit held in March 2008. In November 2009, 

the Commission drew up a general framework for a 

newly named Europe 2020 strategy with a view to 

delivering growth that is:  

 smart, through more effective investments in 

education, research and innovation;  

 sustainable, thanks to a decisive move towards a 

low-carbon economy; and 

 inclusive, with a strong emphasis on job creation 

and poverty reduction.  

The strategy is focused on five ambitious goals in the 

areas of employment, innovation, education, poverty 

reduction and climate/energy.  

The CONT Committee is concerned, in general, by this 

strategy as it is about spending European money, but also 

because there is an issue of internal governance and 

performance of the Commission services. All the DGs 

refer indeed to the objectives of the EU 2020 strategy in 

their annual activity reports.   

In the report of Jens Geier concerning the Commission 

discharge for the financial year 2011, and in the own-

initiative report drafted by Michael Theurer as to EU 

financial performance evaluation report foreseen by 

Article 317 of the TFEU, CONT pointed out that the 

budgetary authority needs a clear view of the real 

achievements of the main objectives of the Union and 

that those are by nature cross cutting the budget 
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headings. CONT linked the evaluation of the financial 

performance of the Union to the main objectives of the 

Europe 2020 strategy. 

The hearing, organised by Inge Graessle as regards the 

Lisbon Strategy, focusses on budget implementation and 

results of the Strategy with the participation of:  

 Jean Christophe Defraigne, Institut d'études 

européennes de l'Université Saint-Louis, 

Bruxelles :  

“The origin and the evolution of the Strategy” 

 Janusz Lewandowski, Commissioner responsible 

for Financial Programming and Budget: 

“EU budget - from Lisbon Strategy to EU 2020” 

 Dimitris Papadimitriou, University of Manchester 

and  

 Paul Copeland, Queen Mary University of 

London: 

“The EU's Lisbon Strategy Evaluating Success, 

Understanding Failure, a critical assessment in 

the perspective of the EU 2020 Strategy” 

 Henrik Otbo, Member of the European Court of 

Auditors: 

“The performance dimension” 

 Dr. Manuel Matthes:  

“Has the Lisbon Strategy been appropriate for 

creating the conditions for an improved economic 

development in European Union?" 
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Follow us on Twitter 

https://twitter.com/EP_BudgControl 
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