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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 
newsletter of the committee on regional development 

   

 
 

Next Committee meeting 

 

 

Tuesday 1 April 2014 
9.00 - 12.30 

 
 

Room: Altiero Spinelli (1G-3) 

 
 

 
 

in focus 
 

 Exchange of views with Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy, on the 

achievements of EU Cohesion Policy during the Seventh Legislature 

 Consideration and adoption of 3 draft reports under simplified procedure (Rule 46(1)): 

 Authorisation for Portugal to apply a reduced rate of excise duty in the autonomous 

region of Madeira on locally produced and consumed rum and liqueurs and in the 

autonomous region of the Azores on locally produced and consumed liqueurs and eaux-

de-vie 

 AIEM tax applicable in the Canary Islands 

 Amendment of the period of application of Council Decision 2004/162/EC concerning the 

dock dues in the French overseas departments 
 

 
comments and subscriptions at regi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

Legal disclaimer  
The items contained herein are drafted by the REGI Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. 
In particular, the content of Part I is merely indicative and subject to changes.  

The Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organizations. The REGI 
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites.  
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of sustainable urban development to be supported by the European Regional Development Fund 

6. Public Hearing: Partnership Agreements: where are we now? 

7. Exchange of views with Eugen Teodorovici, Minister of European Funds, on the current stage of preparation 
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Next Publication 
 

The Constituent Meeting of new 
Committee will take place most probably 

on 

7 July 2014 (tbc) 
 

 
Useful Internet links 

EP Library - Info on items related to regional development 
OEIL - The Legislative Observatory 

Regional Policy Inforegio 
EUR-Lex 

Committee of the Regions 
EP studies Website 

REGI Website 
 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/site/policyArea.form?action=addCommittee&subjectTeams=&committees=10
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_fr.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/
http://cor.europa.eu/Pages/welcome.html
http://cor.europa.eu/Pages/welcome.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=REGI
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Here you will find the topics which will be discussed at the next REGI committee meeting  
on 1 April 2014. The following items will be discussed as foreseen in the draft agenda.   

Please note that most committee documents (working documents, draft reports, etc.) are available 
 at our website REGI. 

 
 
 

1. Exchange of views with Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy, on the achievements of 
EU Cohesion Policy during the Seventh Legislature (Point 4 of the draft agenda)  

 
 
Members will have the opportunity to have an exchange of views with Commissioner Hahn on the on the 
achievements of Cohesion Policy during this legislature. 
 
 

2.  
2.1. Authorisation for Portugal to apply a reduced rate of excise duty in the autonomous region of 

Madeira on locally produced and consumed rum and liqueurs and in the autonomous region of 
the Azores on locally produced and consumed liqueurs and eaux-de-vie (Point 5 of the draft 
agenda)  

 
 

Rapporteur: Danuta Maria Hübner (PPE) 

Responsible administrator: Carla Carvalho  

Procedure: 2014/0064(CNS) 

Main committee:  REGI 

 
 

2.2. AIEM tax applicable in the Canary Islands (Point 6 of the draft agenda)  
 

 
Rapporteur: Danuta Maria Hübner (PPE) 

Responsible administrator: Carla Carvalho  

Procedure: 2014/0093(CNS) 

Main committee:  REGI 

 
 
 

2.3. Amendment of the period of application of Council Decision 2004/162/EC concerning the dock 
dues in the French overseas departments (Point 7 of the draft agenda)  

 

 
Rapporteur: Danuta Maria Hübner (PPE) 

Responsible administrator: Carla Carvalho  

Procedure: 2014/0101(CNS) 

Main committee:  REGI 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bREGI-OJ-20140401-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=en&body=REGI
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The Commission has presented a new set of proposals aimed at amending previous Decisions of the Council 
adopted on the basis of Article 299(2) of the EC Treaty (now Article 349 TFEU), which authorise the application of 
differentiated tax schemes in a number of outermost regions, in Portugal, Spain, and France, respectively, to 
certain locally produced products, in order to compensate for the additional costs of production due to small size, 
fragmented nature and low mechanisation of agricultural holdings, isolation, raw material and energy dependence, 
the obligation to build up stocks, or the small size of the local market and the low level of export activity, thus 
aiming at enhacing the competivenes of such products.  

 
These proposals are similar to those previously presented by the Commission for the Canary Islands 
(COM(2013)0781) and for Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique and Réunion (COM(2013)0839), which were 
adopted by REGI through simplified procedure (Rule 46 of the Rules of Procedure).  

 
The adoption of these proposals is quite urgent, given that they relate to the extension of the period of application 
of previous Decisions of the Council which are due to expire at the end of June 2014. A written procedure with the 
Coordinators was launched on 24 March 2014 for a decision on the procedure in committee regarding these 
proposals, proposing their adoption through simplified procedure in accordance with Rule 46 RoP. 

 
Considering that all the measures are justifiable and intend at continuing to stimulate economic activity and 
competitiveness in outermost regions, on the one hand, and that they are mainly of technical nature and that it is 
necessary to vote them in Plenary in April, on the other, the Chair proposes that these proposals be adopted 
without amendments, in accordance with Rule 46 of the Rules of Procedure.  
 
 

TIMETABLE   

Consideration and adoption of 3 draft reports under 

simplified procedure (Rule 46(1)): 01/04/2014  
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Here you will find information on the issues discussed in the last REGI meetings held on 19 March 2014. The 
following items were discussed as detailed below.  Please note that most committee documents (working 

documents, draft reports, etc.) are available at our website REGI. 
 

 
 

1. External Study on the “Impact of the Economic Crisis on the Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion of the 
European Union” 

The Chair explained that the study has not yet been distributed as the work on it is still in progress.  Given the 
importance and the relevance of the topic, it was decided to give a presentation of the key findings for the 
committee. 

 
Dr Simona Milio, London School of Economics and Political Science, author and project manager of the study, gave 
an overview of the results of the research carried out. 

 
2. Microfinance and Cohesion  

The Committee had an exchange of views on the role and added-value of EU initiatives around microcredit and 
microfinance and the role of these instruments in the creation of small businesses, in the reduction of 
unemployment and in addressing economic and social inclusion in the EU. 

 
The exchange of views was opened by presentations of the three following experts:  
- Isabelle De Schryver , EC-DG REGIO policy officer, Unit B.3, Financial Instruments and International Financial 
Institutions Relations 
- Per-Erik Eriksson, Head of Microfinance Investments, European Investment Fund, EIF 
- Maria Nowak, Présidente de l'Adie International 
The presentations were followed by a debate with the Members of REGI committee. 

 
3. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 (CPR) 

The Rapporteurs Constanze Krehl and Lambert van Nistelrooij gave a short assessment of the Delegated Act.  They 
stressed the fact that any objection to the act would obstruct implementation of the new cohesion policy before 
the end of the year. In the debate they, the shadow rapporteurs and several Members asked for clarification of 
some provisions, especially concerning the requirements for documentation. 

 
Mr Nicolas Martyn , Deputy Director General, DG REGIO, European Commission,  outlined the content of this 
delegated act and the procedure which had taken place for consultation before its adoption. He responded 
particularly to the concerns of the Members regarding the Annex III and requirements for documentation.   

 
After the debate the Chair opened a deadline until 21 March, at 12:00 for Members to present a draft motion for a 
resolution objecting the act. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=en&body=REGI
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4. Commission Delegated Regulation supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013 (ETC) with regard to specific 
rules on eligibility of expenditure for cooperation programmes  

Mr Nicolas Martyn , Deputy Director General, DG REGIO, European Commission, outlined the content of this 
delegated act and the procedure which had taken place for consultation before its adoption.  
 
The Chair opened a deadline until 21 March, at 12:00 for Members to present a draft motion for a resolution 
objecting the act. 

  
5. Commission Delegated Regulation supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 (ERDF) with regard to the 

detailed rules concerning the principles for the selection and management of innovative actions in the area 
of sustainable urban development to be supported by the European Regional Development Fund 

The Rapporteur Jan Olbrycht gave a short assessment of the Delegated Act. He stressed the importance that this 
delegated act has to get into force but requested explanations for several provisions in the act.  
 
Mr Nicolas Martyn,  Deputy Director General, DG REGIO, European Commission,  outlined the content of this 
delegated act and the procedure which had taken place for consultation before its adoption. He responded to the 
questions explaining the provisions of the regulation.  

 
6. Public Hearing: Partnership Agreements: where are we now? 

Regarding the importance of Partnership Agreements as a key element in the current phase of the new cohesion 
policy the committee organized a Public Hearing on this topic. 
 
The following experts gave presentations on the approaches in their respective Members States for the Partnership 
Agreements: 
- Mr Bas van den Barg, Senior Policy Officer Association of Netherlands Municipalities (VNG), The 
Netherlands;  
- Mr Marek Kozak, Professor at the Centre for European Regional and Local Studies (EUROREG), University of 
Warsaw, Poland;  
- Ms Marjana Dermelj, Ministry of Economic Development and Technology, Slovenia;  
- Ms Dobrinka Vesselinova Krasteva, Director Programming of EU Funds Directorate within the Council of 
Ministers, Bulgaria;  
- Mr Marian – Constantin Vasile, Vice President of Timis County Council in charge with the County's the 
Development Agency (Romania) and President of Economic and Regional Development Committee of the Assembly 
of European Regions;  
- Mr Ulrich Tiburcy, Head of EU representation, Brussels, Federal Association of Non-Statutory Welfare, 
Germany. 
 
After the presentations Mr Normunds Popens, Deputy Director General, DG Regio, European Commission, gave an 
overview of the process regarding the negotiations of the European Commission with the Member States on 
partnership agreements.  
 
These statements were followed by a debate with the Members. 
 
7. Exchange of views with Eugen Teodorovici, Minister of European Funds, on the current stage of preparation 

of the Partnership Agreement and of the operational programmes in Romania 

Mr Eugen Teodorovici, Romanian Minister of European Funds, gave an overview on the current stage of 
preparation of the Partnership Agreement and of the operational programmes in Romania. In particular he stressed 
the achievements in improving the absorption rate of the European Structural and Investment funds in Romania in 
the last year. Members welcomed the performance achievements and discussed with the Minister different aspects 
of the implementation of cohesion policy. 
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8. Votes 

Rapporteur /  
Draftsperson  

Report /  
Opinion 

Result of the votes 
for/against/abstentions 

Rosa Estaràs 
Ferragut 

Agreed text reached after interinstitutional 
negotiations (RoP 70.5) on 
European Union Solidarity Fund 
2013/0248(COD)            COM(2013)0522 

Adopted unanimously 
37/0/0 

 
 
The agreed text will be tabled for a vote to Plenary session in April II. 
 

 
9. Exchange of views on a draft letter to the Committee on Budgets on the priorities of Committee on Regional 

Development for the mandate for the Trilogue (EU Budget 2015) 

The Chair reminded that regarding the procedure for the 2015 Budget in the Parliament the usual adoption of the 
Mandate for Trilogue in June or July Plenary is not possible due to the election recess this year. The mandate will 
only be endorsed by BUDG coordinators in July, taking into consideration priorities communicated by the 
specialised committees until mid-April in form of a letter. 
 
The Chair informed the committee that regarding the Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions there are two 
deadlines for presentation of proposals – 5 June, for current committees, and 9 July for the new committees. The 
secretariat will launch this procedure in due time. 
 
A preliminary draft letter on the REGI committee priorities in view of the Mandate of Trilogue had been distributed 
to the coordinators. 
 
The committee authorized the Chair to send the letter in the agreed version to BUDG committee. 
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ease note that most com 
Plea 

 
Here you will find the latest news related to Committee activities and cohesion policy issues 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair's meetings with relevant regional policy actors  

between the last and next REGI meeting 

 
 
 
 

 
19/03/2014  

 
Mart Grisel, Director of European Urban Knowledge Network 
 

 

 
More information is available at the Chair's website http://danuta-huebner.pl/ or with the secretariat. 

 

http://danuta-huebner.pl/
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Members' Research Service - News 

    Recent publications in the field of Regional Development 

 
 

Briefings 
 

 
 

 © European Union, 2014 

 
Selected indicators on the economic impact of the crisis / by Eulalia Claros, 
posted on 28 February 2014, 6 p.  

 
From average annual growth of 2.9 percentage points (pp) during the 2005-08 
period, the recession brought average EU28 annual GDP growth down to 0.1pp in 
the years 2009-12. 

Latest analyses 

 

 
 

© OECD, 2014 

 
OECD Economic Surveys: Czech Republic 2014 /OECD, 18 Mar 2014, 120 p. 

 
OECD's 2014 review of the economy of the Czech Republic examines recent 
economic developments, prospects and policies. Special chapters cover completing 
the transition to a competitive domestic economy and strengthening skill use and 
school-to-work transitions. 

 

 
 
© EPC, 2014 
 

 
Sharing the same vision - The cornerstone of a new industrial policy for 
Europe / by Claire Dhéret, European Policy Centre, 20 March 2014, 16 p. 
 
"The need to make the best use of the 2014 March European Council and to provide 
a clear vision of what a European Industrial Renaissance entails is more than 
pressing. Time is precious and the responsibility of EU heads of state and 
government is tremendous. Claire Dhéret argues in this discussion paper that they 
should seize the opportunity offered by the European Council to pave the way for 
an EU industrial policy providing the industry with what it needs most: an 
unambiguous and well-defined strategic plan for the decades to come." (Source EPC 
website) 

 

 
 
© CEPS, 2014 
 

 
Implementation of the Macroeconomic Adjustment Programmes in the Euro 
Area: State-of-Play / by Daniel Gros, Cinzia Alcidi, Ansgar Belke, Leonor Coutinho, 

Alessandro Giovannini, CEPS Paperbacks, Economic Policy, 11 March 2014, 78 p. 

 
The authors of this book argue that "It is still too early to find robust evidence in 
any country that the programmes have increased the long-term growth potential. 
Indicators of structural reforms based on legislative changes, such as those 
collected by the OECD, show considerable progress. But survey indicators that 

purport to capture the degree to which legislative changes have had an impact on 
labour markets or the functioning of the public administration show a continuing 
(albeit slight) deterioration for Greece and only modest improvement elsewhere." 
(Source: the book) 

 

 
 
Cover © ADT-ATO 
 

 
Urban development in the EU / DG Regional and Urban Policy, March 2014, 58 p.  

 
This brochure illustrates some examples of good practice in urban development in 
the EU. Urban development -economic, social and environmental- is central to the 
EU’s Regional Policy. An integrated approach that ensures cities excel in these three 
areas will help to achieve the Europe 2020 strategy's goal of ‘smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth’. 

http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/lisrep/09-Briefings/2014/140743REV1-Selected-indicators-on-the-economic-impact-of-the-crisis-Final.PDF
http://www.library.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/lisrep/09-Briefings/2014/140743REV1-Selected-indicators-on-the-economic-impact-of-the-crisis-Final.PDF
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/oecd-economic-surveys-czech-republic-2014_eco_surveys-cze-2014-en
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_4279_sharing_the_same_vision_(3).pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_4279_sharing_the_same_vision_(3).pdf
http://www.ceps.be/book/implementation-macroeconomic-adjustment-programmes-euro-area-state-play
http://www.ceps.be/book/implementation-macroeconomic-adjustment-programmes-euro-area-state-play
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/pdf/urban/urban_dev_032014.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/pdf/urban/urban_dev_032014.pdf
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            *       *       *  

 

 

 

 

Publications 

 

 
 
© Regional Studies 
Association 
 

Regions Magazine / Regional Studies Association, quarterly 

 
Selected articles from the vol. 293, issue 1, 2014: 
 

Preparing for 2014–2020: Can the Czech Republic Improve its Performance by 
Learning more from the United Kingdom? / by Martin Pelucha and John Shutt, 
pages 25-28 (Abstract; available in EPRS collection) 
 

Community Cohesion and Cooperatives in Rural Britain: Exploring a 
Sustainable Future / by Ignazio Cabras, pages 6-9 (Abstract) 

 

http://rsa.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13673882.2014.10806806
http://rsa.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13673882.2014.10806799

