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A T  A  G L A N C E  

This issue addresses the items on the agenda of the next 
committee meeting on 7 April 2014. Amongst others, on 7 
April IMCO will vote on a draft letter on IMCO’s priorities for the 
General Budget for the financial year 2015. The same day, 
Commissioner Mimica, responsible for Consumer Policy, 
Commissioner Semeta, responsible for Taxation and Customs 
Union and Commissioner Barnier, responsible for Internal Market, 
will be invited to an exchange of views with the Members of IMCO 
on the main achievements of the legislature and to discuss the 
remaining challenges for the upcoming legislative term.  
 

The full agenda of the next meeting is available on IMCO´s 
webpage. 

 This edition also reports from the last committee meetings 
of 3 March and 17-18 March. Amongst others, on 3 March 
IMCO adopted a draft motion for a resolution on customs 
infringements and sanctions and an own initiative report on 
the protection of consumers in utilities services. The outcome 
of the negotiations with the Council on 'Harmonisation of the 
laws of the Member States relating to making available on the 
market of pressure equipment' was also voted in IMCO. On 18 
March, IMCO held an exchange of views with the chair of the 
high level group on administrative burdens, Dr Edmund Stoiber 
and voted a report on mutual assistance to ensure the correct 
application of its law on customs and agricultural matters. 

S E L E C T E D  N E W S  

LETTER FROM THE IMCO CHAIR: 

Evaluation of the IMCO work during the 7th legislature and wishes for the next legislature 
 

As you know, the 
Internal Market and 
Consumer Committee 
will reach its 10th 
Anniversary in July. 
Over the last five 
years, Parliament’s 
wisdom in uniting 
consumer and single 
market policies was 
clearly demonstrated 
by the Single Market 
Act. Our 2010 policy 
report influenced 
Commission and 
Council to adopt the 

biggest Single Market programme since the launch of the project 
in 1992. 

IMCO 2009-2014 has concluded agreements on many key pieces 
of legislation. The Consumer Rights Directive is already delivering 
benefits for citizens in cross border and domestic transactions. 
The Single Market for Goods has been enhanced by reforms 
across a wide range of sectors from Motorcycles to Recreational 
Craft and Radio Equipment.  

There were big reforms of crucial “horizontal” legislation, where 
we took a strategic approach, preceding our legislative scrutiny 
with extensive examination through own initiative reports. This 
approach has been widely welcomed, as has our insistence on 
examining the Commissions’ Impact Assessments at the start of 
our legislative procedures. Our major projects included, amongst 
others: Standards, Union Customs Code and Mutual Recognition 
of Professional Qualifications (MRPQ). The biggest and most 
complex work was on Public Procurement and Concessions, pre-
ceded by two initiative reports. 

 We held the first ever Retail Forum, following our call to inte-
grate the retail sector into Single Market policy. We success-
fully called for a new Consumer Strategy. We held a series of 
Digital Single Market workshops, preparing a Parliament reso-
lution passed by a very large majority. We were very disap-
pointed that this was not followed by a new Commission 
initiative in 2013.  
 

We have worked on the Single Market aspects of the Transat-
lantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). We organised 
a mission to Washington in July 2012, and a hearing with the 
US and EU negotiators. We have visited Turkey, India and 
China to examine regulations, product safety and consumer 
issues. 
 

It has been an intensive 5 years, and I am grateful to all the 
members for their strong support. I would like to thank the 
Committee Secretariat, the IMCO teams from the political 
groups, and members’ assistants, who have all provided strong 
organisation and expert advice. 
 

I hope that IMCO’s third mandate, starting on July 1st, will 
build on our achievements. There are crucial projects to be 
completed in Consumer Product Safety, and to underpin 
security and confidence in the Digital Market. Our work on 
TTIP must be developed, and we hope our successors will 
progress the full implementation of our reforms, notably in 
public procurement and MRPQ. Above all, I hope that the next 
IMCO will maintain its reputation for constructive engagement, 
well informed debate and a willingness to reach good agree-
ments to move the Single Market and Consumer Protection 
forward. 
 
With best wishes and thanks for supporting our work, 

 
Malcolm Harbour 
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
(7 APRIL 2014) 

Watch the committee meeting live  Agenda and meeting documents 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Mimica 

On 7 April, Commissioner 
Mimica will address IMCO 
members during an 
exchange of views on the 
main achievements of the 
legislature and the 
remaining challenges for 
the upcoming legislative 
term. Commissioner 
Mimica will highlight the 
next steps to be 
undertaken for the 
coming months which he 
pledged to firmly place in 
the European Consumer 
Agenda. He will discuss 
the work on the 
completion of the pending 
legislative files on product 

safety and market surveillance, medical devices and payment 
accounts that the Commissioner would like to see adopted within 
this mandate. His second priority will be an effective implementation 
and enforcement of the adopted legislation. Timely and effective 
implementation of the ADR/ODR legislation (which includes the ODR 
platform and its translation facilities functioning by 2016), proactive 
follow-up to the Commission recommendation on collective redress, 
further strengthening the enforcement of existing consumer 
legislation, as well as the forthcoming public consultation that will 
feed into the review of the Consumer Protection Cooperation 
Regulation, due by the end of 2014. He will also explain how EU 
policies can bring tangible benefits for consumers and empower 
them to look for better deals in areas such as energy, telecom, 
environment or e-commerce.  
 

LINK: Neven Mimica                                                 DG SANCO 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Barnier 

On 7 April, Commissioner 
Barnier will participate in the 
meeting of the IMCO 
Committee for an exchange of 
views on the Internal Market 
and Services, particularly 
focused on the main 
achievements of the 
legislature and the remaining 
challenges for the upcoming 
legislative term. The 
legislative initiatives under 
Single Market Act I and II are 
expected to be at the focus of 
the discussions as several of 
the key proposals were 
adopted by the IMCO 
Committee, namely the 
Revised Standardisation 
System, the Professional 
Qualifications Directive and 
the Electronic Invoicing in Public Procurement as well the proposal 
for a Product Safety and Market Surveillance Package adopted by 

IMCO and put to the vote for the Plenary in mid-April. 
 
LINK: Michel Barnier                                                   DG MARKT                                       

 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Šemeta 

On 7 April, IMCO will 

receive Commissioner 

Semeta to discuss the 

main achievements and 

progress in his areas of 

competence. Particular 

attention is expected to 

be paid to the main 

legislative files on 

Customs adopted at 1st 

reading or at early 2nd 

reading in 2013 such as 

the recast of the Union 

Customs Code (UCC), 

the 2014-2020 Customs 

programme and the 

Customs enforcement of IPR. Priority actions/projects (including 

the Action Programme on IPRs, Communication on Risk 

Management, VAT) are also expected to be mentioned. 

Moreover, particular emphasis might be given to the new 

Commission's legislative proposal on Customs infringements and 

sanctions for which IMCO Members adopted a Motion for 

Resolution on 3 March. Here, IMCO Members regretted that the 

Commission presented this proposal too late in 2013 to permit 

the EP to adopt its official 1st reading position. Nevertheless, 

IMCO Members still welcomed the Commission's initiative as a 

necessary step to effectively ensure the implementation of the 

UCC provisions. The exchange of views with Commissioner 

Semeta will offer the opportunity for IMCO Members to highlight 

the issues they see as priorities for the future. 

LINK: Algirdas Šemeta                                          DG TAXUD 

2015 Budget 

On 7 April, IMCO will endorse its priorities for the 2015 budget 
together with its preliminary proposals for pilot projects (PP) 
and preparatory actions (PA) to be included in a letter to be sent 
to the BUDG committee by mid-April. In his draft, the 
Rapporteur, in agreement with his shadow Rapporteurs, recalls 
that the internal market is a key policy area for economic 
growth and an essential tool to get the EU out of the crisis. 
Concerning IMCO PPs and PAs, Mr Correia de Campos 
acknowledges the importance of financing the "Single Market 
Forum" and calls for an extension of its PA to the year 2015. On 
the "Your Europe Travel Application for mobile Devices" PP, the 
Rapporteur urges the Commission to up-date the EP on the level 
of its implementation. He stresses the importance of the PP that 
should offer information to EU citizens on their consumer rights 
and cross-border issues and provide travellers with a suitable 
help when they encounter problems while they are abroad and 
have limited access to advice services. The need to secure 
adequate financing for the COSME programme in 2015 in order 
to specifically take into account the difficulties encountered by 
SMEs is also underlined by the Rapporteur together with the 
need to allocate adequate funds to SOLVIT, so that consumers 
and businesses become aware of its existence and can benefit 
from its services. 

 

RAPPORTEUR: António Correia de Campos (S&D)          IMCO web 
  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/imco/imco_7leg_meetinglist.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/mimica/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/barnier/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/internal_market/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/semeta/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96975/António%20Fernando%20CORREIA%20DE%20CAMPOS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/home.html
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(3 MARCH AND 17-18 MARCH 2014) 

Motion for Resolution on Customs infringements 
and sanctions 

On 3 March IMCO adopted the draft Motion for Resolution on 
customs infringements and sanctions of the two co-rapporteurs Ms 
le Grip (EPP) and Ms Gebhardt (S&D).This draft has been the result 
of a consultation between the co-Rapporteurs and the shadow 
Rapporteurs on the file. In particular, IMCO Members regret that 
the Parliament lacks the minimum necessary time to adopt an 
official first reading of the Commission's proposal before the end of 
the legislature but still welcome the Commission's initiative as a 
necessary step to effectively ensure the implementation of the 
Union Customs Code's provisions by creating a common legal 
framework for customs infringements and sanctions. Members, 
nevertheless, consider it detrimental to introduce, under the 
directive, legal notions that do not exist in the legal systems of 
some Member States. IMCO invites the Commission to provide 
further explanations on the connection between the legal 
framework on customs and their proposal. The legislative report on 
the file will be dealt by the next Parliament.  

RAPPORTEUR: Constance Le Grip (EPP)                      Procedure file 

RAPPORTEUR: Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D)                      Procedure file 

Protection of Consumers in Utilities Services 

On 3 March, IMCO voted on the own initiative draft report of MEP 
Josef Weidenholzer (S&D). The majority of the 176 amendments 
tabled underline the importance of utility services and the 
significance of the protection of consumers' rights at Union level. At 
the same time, they also stressed the importance of the 
competences of the Member States in that regard and their role in 
enforcing the existing legislation before developing new legislation 
in that broad sector. The 17 compromise amendments have been 
endorsed during the vote.  

 
The draft report was adopted with 27 votes in favour, 1 abstention 
and 2 votes against.  The vote in plenary is foreseen in April II. 

RAPPORTEUR: Josef Weidenholzer (S&D)                   Procedure file 

Hearing on the Impact of the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) on the 

Internal Market 

On 17 March IMCO 
held a public hearing on 
the above subject. Both 
the EU and US Chief 
Negotiators, Ignacio 
Garcia Bercero and Dan 
Mullaney, made a 
statement on the 
specificity of the TTIP 
negotiations followed by 
panel discussions. The 
first panel focused on 
the challenges and 
benefits of regulatory 
cooperation and was 
composed of 

representatives from CEN/CENELEC, the Verband der 
Automobilistenindustrie (VDA) and BEUC. The second panel with 
representatives from ETUC and the American Chamber of 
Commerce, covered the standards to be agreed for public 
procurement. The hearing was webstreamed live and is available 
on the European Parliament's website. 

LINK: Documents 

 

Mutual Assistance to ensure the correct 
application of its law on customs and 

agricultural matters 

 

On 18 March, IMCO voted on the draft report of MEP Antonio 
Correia de Campos (S&D). The draft report was adopted with 
34 votes in favour and 1 vote against. The 106 amendments 
proposed in the report seek to simplify and speed up the 
mechanisms for combating customs fraud and to avoid 
unnecessary and repetitive bureaucracy, to strengthen the 
security of the internal market and the products circulating 
within it, while at the same time providing consumers with a 
high level of protection.  

All of the 10 compromise amendments submitted to take 
account of the key elements raised in the amendments have 
been endorsed. 

The vote in plenary is scheduled in April 2014. 

RAPPORTEUR: António Correia de Campos (S&D)   Procedure file 

Dr. Edmund Stoiber, Chair of the High Level 

Group on Administrative Burdens, Former 
Minister-President of Bavaria 

On 18 March the 
Committee held an 
exchange of views 
with the chair of the 
high level group on 
administrative 
burdens, Dr Edmund 
Stoiber, concerning 
the main achievements 
and findings of the 
high level group and the future priorities in this domain. In his 
speech Dr Stoiber highlighted the political importance of cutting 
red tape in light of people's increasing frustration with the 
perceived over-bloated bureaucracy of the EU. He further 
stressed the economic dimension and argued in favour of a real 
policy shift in the EU. The speech was followed by a lively 
exchange with IMCO members, who shared the sense of 
urgency on the need to cut red tape, highlighting the 
importance of impact assessments, quality transposition, 
institutional reform but cautioning against abusing the concept 
of "administrative burden reduction" to dismantle meaningful 
and important legislation, e.g. in the social sphere. The high-
level group will present its final report in October 2014. 

LINK: HLG on Administrative Burdens 

 

 

 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/101580/Constance%20LE%20GRIP_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0432(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1913/EVELYNE_GEBHARDT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0432(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111014/JOSEF_WEIDENHOLZER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/2153(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/events.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96975/ANTONIO+FERNANDO_CORREIA+DE+CAMPOS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0410(COD)&l=en
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/refit/admin_burden/high_level_group_en.htm
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  N E G O T I A T I O N S  

Harmonisation of the laws of the member 
states relating to making available on the 

market of pressure equipment (Recast) 

On 3 March, the Members of the IMCO Committee endorsed 
the outcome of the trialogue on the Pressure Equipment 
Directive with 27 votes in favour, one against and with one 
abstention. The Chair clarified before the vote that the 
statement from the NLF Alignment Package on the committee 
procedure will also be included in the Plenary vote on this file 
and thus will be annexed to the Pressure Equipment Directive 
in the L series of the Official Journal of the European Union. 
The final vote in Plenary will take place in Strasbourg during 
the April II session. 

RAPPORTEUR: Zuzana Roithová (EPP)                 Procedure file 

 

 

Simplifying the transfer of motor vehicles 
registered in another Member State  

Following the decision on 23 January to enter into negotiations with 
the Council on the file and after a few days of intensive preparations 
at technical level, on 31 January the Council requested from the 
Commission to submit a supplementary impact assessment on how 
the proposal would affect the fiscal systems of the Member States. 
It consequently decided to temporarily suspend the negotiations. 
Disappointed with the Council's stance, IMCO Members decided on 
18 March to update the committee report (adopted in July 2013), 
so as to reflect progress made so far in the position to be handed 
over to the new Parliament. The Parliament’s position at first 
reading is scheduled for adoption at the April Plenary. 

RAPPORTEUR: Toine Manders (ALDE)                         Procedure file 

B E S T  W I S H E S  F R O M  T H E  I M C O  M E M B E R S !  

 

T I P S  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

IMCO Welcome Package 
This practical guide explains IMCO’s role and main tasks in 
Parliament’s decision-making and the inter-institutional 
legislation-shaping process, and will serve as a reference for 
MEPs at the beginning of the new term. It offers an overview 
of what has been achieved in the 7th legislature and which are 
the next steps for the 8th incoming legislature.  
 

IMCO activity Report  
This Report describes the major dossiers discussed in the 
Committee over its second term. The Directive on Professional 
Qualifications, the Consumer Rights Directive, the Alignment 
Package and the Public Procurement and Concession Measures 
are only a few amongst the many legislative as well as 
strategic non-legislative dossiers that IMCO dealt with in the 
second half of the 7th legislature. In addition to the 
Committee's legislative deliberations, the organisation of Public 
Hearings, workshops and delegations serve as a means of 
public consultation to hear the full range of opinions on 
proposals, widening the Committee's knowledge-base on the 
specific issues which come before it, and developing a dialogue 
with stakeholders and consumers. 

 
In Brussels and at Committee delegation visits, Members have had 
the opportunity to meet representatives of consumer organisations, 
businesses, trade unions and researchers, as well as representatives 
of national governments and of regulatory authorities. This brings 
the Committee closer to citizens and stakeholders in Europe, but 
also ensures MEPs receive direct input on current policy-issues. 
 

The above-mentioned publications will be available for the 
beginning of the new parliamentary term. 
 

IMCO webpage 
IMCO Committee website makes publicly accessible all relevant 
documents pertaining to the committee’s activities: calendar of 
meetings, agendas, draft reports and amendments, opinions, 
motions for resolutions, oral and written questions, alerts on 
forthcoming events, IMCO newsletters, studies, and other useful 
documents and links. 
 

Studies on IMCO files 
Latest studies can be found on the IMCO Committee website. 

J O I N  T H E  " F R I E N D S  O F  I M C O "  N E T W O R K  

If you wish to receive the IMCO newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "newsletter" in the 
subject's field to: imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

Closure date of the current issue:  31 March 2014 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee and are provided for general information 

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The IMCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The IMCO Secretariat does not necessarily 
endorse the view expressed on these websites. 
 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28352/ZUZANA_ROITHOVA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0221(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4560/TOINE_MANDERS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/0082(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html#menuzone
mailto:imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

