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Preamble to the DEVE InfoKit

My name is Eva Joly and I am a member of the Greens/EFA Group in the European 
Parliament. Although I am originally from Norway, I was elected as an MEP for 
France and I currently chair Parliament’s Committee on Development.

At present, millions of people, most of them in the world’s poorest countries, lead 
desperately difficult day-to-day lives. Not only has the world been hit by one crisis 
after another – from banking and economic crises to energy shortages and food 
insecurity – but climate change is also wreaking havoc on our planet. 

While these crises have undoubtedly had a significant impact on the world’s 
wealthiest countries, they have hit people in the developing world hardest of all, 
condemning ever more millions to lives of abject poverty. Tonight, 20 % of the 
world’s population will go to bed hungry. 

But why should we care? Well, firstly because all the crises currently rocking Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and elsewhere originated here, in the industrialised countries of 
the North. Secondly, because we have a duty to ensure that we leave the Earth clean 
and safe for our grandchildren. There is no time to lose, therefore, in tackling the 
glaring and appalling inequalities which have created such a huge gulf between rich 
and poor.

Although there is undoubtedly still much more which could be done, the EU is 
striving to reduce these inequalities. Not only does the EU provide more development 
aid than any other donor, but it has also developed trade and agriculture policies that 
do much to help the economies of developing countries. 

The Committee on Development works hard to ensure that these policies do not have 
a negative impact on developing economies, but instead do genuinely improve the 
quality of life of the world’s poorest people. The fact sheets in this InfoKit will show 
you how we go about this task.

Our committee works in a number of different ways to achieve the objectives referred 
to above. We maintain frank, ongoing dialogue on development issues – which 
include everything from humanitarian aid and conflict prevention to tax havens and 
gender issues – with the EU institutions, the Member States, our partner countries, 
global players, and civil society in Europe and third countries. 

We also help formulate EU policy by drafting resolutions, which are then adopted by 
Parliament. The issues covered span the areas of health, education, the Millennium 
Development Goals, food security and humanitarian aid. Where Parliament has the 
power of codecision with the Council, the Committee on Development is responsible 
for preparing Parliament’s position, as was the case for the ‘Food Facility’ and the 
Instrument for Development Cooperation. 
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Our committee will continue to be a staunch advocate of human rights and good 
governance in developing countries, a stance reflected in its promotion of dialogue 
and drafting of resolutions and its involvement in election observation missions. We 
also play a central role in the work of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly.

In addition to monitoring how EU funds are spent and how decisions are 
implemented, the committee, in conjunction with the Council, is responsible for 
overseeing the budget of close to EUR 10 billion which the EU sets aside annually for 
development assistance. 

There is no doubt that we currently face a formidable challenge. If we are truly 
committed to achieving the Millennium Development Goals, we have an arduous road 
ahead. The fact sheets in this InfoKit outline all the work that the Committee on 
Development is doing to ensure that, together, we can meet this challenge 
successfully.

Eva Joly
November 2012



DV\924884EN.doc 5/61 PE504.084v02-00

EN

Fact-sheet n 1

Composition and Supporting Bodies

Composition

The Committee on Development is one of the 20 standing committees of the 
European Parliament. Since the beginning of the seventh parliamentary term, it has 
had 30 Members (out of a total of 736 Members). The largest committee is the 
Foreign Affairs Committee with 76 Members, and the smallest is the Fisheries 
Committee with 24 members.

Members are drawn from the political groups in a way that reflects the political 
balance of the Parliament as a whole (see Annex I for a full list of committee 
Members). The choice of a particular Member to go to one committee rather than to 
another is mainly based on personal preference, but has to be finally validated by their 
Political Group. The majority of MEPs serve on one committee as a full member and 
on another as a substitute, although there are exceptions to this rule.

THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT

European People's Party 10

Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the EP  8

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe  4

Greens/Free European Alliance  3

European Conservatives & Reformists  2

European United Left / Nordic Green Left  1

Europe of Freedom and Democracy  1 

Non-attached  1 

The formal office-holders (“Bureau”) within the committee are its chair and four vice-
chairs, elected at the committee’s constituent meeting at the start and half way point 
of each parliamentary term. The chair presides over the meetings of the committee 
and speaks for it in the plenary sessions when appropriate. He or she has an important 
role in drawing up committee agendas and acts as the committee representative to 
outside bodies. The chair can be replaced by one of the vice-chairs when necessary.

A very significant role in the committee is played by the Group coordinators. Each 
Political Group designates a coordinator as its spokesperson on each committee. The 
coordinators meet to discuss the committee’s agenda and outstanding political 
problems before full discussion in the committee. They also share out the workload 
among the Members of their own Group and help to establish the voting position of 
the Group, both in committee and in plenary.

http://www.europarl.eu.int/activities/expert/committees/allMembers.do?committee=1233&language=EN
http://www.epp-ed.org/
http://www.socialistgroup.org/
http://eld.europarl.eu.int/content/default.asp?
http://www.greens-efa.org/
http://www.europarl.ep.ec/gue/
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The committee is served by a Secretariat of permanent civil servants (see Annex II).
The Secretariat organises the daily work of the committee, provides background 
studies and notes in response to requests, notably from the Chair, helps Members with 
background information and in drafting reports, and manages legislative planning at 
committee level.

A separate Secretariat assists the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly and its three 
standing committees, working together with its counterparts from the ACP secretariat.

The Policy Department of the European Parliament's Directorate General for External 
Policies provides additional support to the President of Parliament as well as to 
different parliamentary bodies (committees and delegations, notably the Development 
Committee), through briefing notes, speaking points, workshops with independent 
external experts and oral briefings.

Upon request, Chairs and rapporteurs are provided with background material, 
reference documents and draft texts. Support is also given for the preparation and 
running of delegation visits to third countries, including election observation 
missions, as well as for the preparation of hearings.

Furthermore, the Policy Department helps to satisfy the need for additional 
information and analysis by commissioning external studies requested by relevant 
parliamentary committees (see Annex V).

All published internal studies and commissioned external expertise (studies, briefings 
and notes) are available to all Members of the European Parliament and their staff at 
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/17 .
External studies are also available to the general public at
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN .

http://www.europarl.eu.int/intcoop/acp/10_01/default_en.htm
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/17
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies.do?language=EN
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Fact-sheet n 2

Powers and Responsibilities: Introduction

Like most parliaments, the European Parliament has three fundamental powers:
legislative, budgetary and supervisory power. The 20 standing committees, as 
specialised bodies, examine matters under their remit and submit their position, in the 
form of reports, usually containing draft resolutions, for final adoption by plenary.
Only when a resolution is finally adopted by plenary does it become the official 
position of the European Parliament.

The Committee on Development deals with the European Union's relationship with 
the developing world, which has always figured prominently on Europe's political, 
diplomatic and trade agenda. The committee is strongly committed to the achievement 
of the UN Millennium Development Goals as the best way of eradicating poverty in 
the world.

The Committee on Development is the Parliament's main actor in the promotion, 
implementation and monitoring of the development and cooperation policy of 
the Union, which includes:

(a) political dialogue with developing countries, bilaterally and in the relevant 
international organisations and inter-parliamentary fora,

(b) aid to, and cooperation agreements with, developing countries,

(c) promotion of democratic values, good governance and human rights in developing 
countries.

In addition, the committee plays a pivotal role in developing and strengthening 
relations between the EU and its African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) partners
by closely following the implementation of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement 
(Cotonou Agreement) and especially the work of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly.

http://www.europarl.eu.int/intcoop/acp/10_01/default_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/development/icenter/repository/second_revision_cotonou_agreement_20100311.pdf
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Fact-sheet n 3

Regulating EU Development Cooperation

One of the main roles of the Committee on Development, like other committees, is in 
the adoption of European legislation in its area of competence.

The legal base for legislation in the development policy area is enshrined in 
Articles 208-211 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) 
which provide that such legislation is to be decided according to the "ordinary 
legislative procedure". This means that the European Parliament and the Council of 
Ministers together adopt legislation, on the basis of a proposal by the Commission.

Under the ordinary legislative procedure, the legislative proposal is submitted to the 
Council at the same time as to the Parliament. The legislative text can be adopted only 
if there is agreement between the Council and the Parliament on each amendment.
Only then is new "European legislation" adopted.  
Agreement can be reached in the first, second or third reading. If no agreement is 
reached, the legislation is not adopted.

Since 2007, the main regulation governing EU action in development cooperation is 
the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI).

The Parliament's legislative work is organised as follows:

- The Commission submits a legislative proposal to the Parliament; the "committee 
responsible" is instructed to draw up a report and appoints a rapporteur (i.e. a member of 
the committee who is entrusted with the task of drafting the committee's report). One or 
more other committees may be asked to deliver an opinion to the committee responsible.

- The committee responsible examines the rapporteur's draft report, together with the 
amendments tabled by other MEPs and the opinions forwarded by other committees, and 
votes to adopt a final report.

- The political groups examine the report and decide which additional amendments should be 
tabled in Plenary.

- Finally, the resolution contained in the report is discussed and adopted in plenary session, 
thus becoming the position of the European Parliament. It usually suggests changes to the 
Commission's proposal in the form of amendments.
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Within DCI, there are a number of different programmes, which fall into two broad 
categories:

Thematic programmes cover actions in particular sectors of development cooperation, 
such as co-financing operations with European NGOs, aid for social sectors such as 
health and education, action in the field of the environment and energy or food 
security measures. These are implemented by means of Thematic Strategy Papers, 
which are subject to democratic scrutiny by the European Parliament.

Geographic programmes govern development cooperation activities with specific 
countries and regions of the world – Asia, Latin America, the Middle East and South 
Africa. These are implemented by means of Country Strategy Papers and Regional 
Strategy Papers, which are subject to democratic scrutiny by the European Parliament.

Since the DCI will expire in December 2013, the Commission presented in December 
2011 a proposal for a new instrument, which will have to be discussed and adopted by 
Parliament and Council

The DCI geographic programmes do not apply to the 78 countries of Africa, the 
Caribbean and the Pacific that comprise the ACP Group. Cooperation with ACP 
countries is based on instruments outside the community structure, notably the 
Cotonou Agreement between the EU Member States and the developing countries 
concerned (see separate information sheet) and funding comes from the 
intergovernmental European Development Fund (EDF).

The Cotonou Agreement as primary law is part of the regulatory framework. The 
Agreement, as well as the revisions occurring afterwards, needs the approval of the 
European Parliament (consent procedure). The Parliament does not participate in the 
negotiation of such agreements, but it can express its views through resolutions.

Parliament Scrutiny over Strategy Papers and Implementation

Since the adoption of DCI, Parliament has begun to exercise stronger powers of 
scrutiny over the Strategy Papers guiding the implementation of EU development 
legislation. According to the Regulation on implementing acts (sometimes called 
"Comitology"-Regulation)1, Parliament can signal cases in which the Commission 
appears to exceed the authority delegated to it in legislation by means of a resolution 
adopted in plenary. Furthermore, a democratic scrutiny dialogue with the Commission 
has been established which allows Parliament to comment on all political and legal 
matters relating to the Strategy Papers.

                                               
1 European Parliament legislative resolution of 1 December 2011 on the joint text approved by 
the Conciliation Committee for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 establishing a financing instrument for development 
cooperation (PE-CONS 00057/2011 – C7-0377/2011 – 2009/0060A(COD))
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In addition to these scrutiny powers, Parliament may of course also bring legal action 
at the Court of Justice to annul a decision which appears to exceed the Commission's 
delegated authority.

Since the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, Parliament has called for even 
stronger scrutiny powers. Parliament has argued that the programming documents 
qualify as "delegated acts" according to Art. 290 TFEU which gives Parliament a veto 
power in the decision-making process. So far, this has not been agreed with Council 
so Parliament cannot yet exercise a veto.
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Fact-sheet n 4

Budgetary and Supervisory powers

As part of its remit the Committee on Development closely monitors the EU general 
budget and contributes to it with amendments to the budget lines concerning 
developing countries. Under the budgetary procedure laid down in the Lisbon Treaty, 
Parliament and Council decide jointly on all expenditure, including the budget lines 
for development cooperation. Within Parliament, the Committee on Development has 
responsibility for those parts of the budget relating to Development and relations with 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States (title 21) and humanitarian aid (title 23). The 
Development Committee also looks after budget lines concerning Asia and Latin 
America, as well as the Mediterranean area and the area of human rights and 
development (title 19). It scrutinises the budget insofar as trade with developing 
countries is concerned (title 20), and – last but not least – has a close look at the 
administrative budget of the Commission departments dealing with development 
cooperation.

For the Committee on Development, the budgetary procedure starts in spring of each 
year when the committee adopts its position on the Commission's Annual Policy 
Strategy. The committee is involved in preparing Parliament's position for the 
negotiations with Council and Commission during the whole budgetary exercise. In 
September the committee votes its amendments to Council's position on the budget 
for the following year. The Members, in particular the rapporteur for the budget, 
negotiate the Development Committee's amendments with the Budget Committee and 
inside Parliament's political groups. In October Parliament's position is fixed in 
plenary. Negotiations continue as part of a conciliation procedure between Parliament 
and Council until a joint agreement is reached and approved by both institutions. In 
Parliament, this is done by a plenary vote on the text of the budget agreement at the 
end of the year. The procedure concludes with the President of Parliament signing the 
agreement.

During the following year, the committee – guided by its rapporteur – monitors the 
implementation of the budget by the Commission and makes sure that the money is 
disbursed as agreed with Parliament.

As part of the annual discharge procedure, Parliament examines how the Commission 
implemented the budget in the preceding financial year. After examining the 
Commission's annual accounts, financial statement and its report on the achieved 
results, as well as the Court of Auditors' annual report, Parliament grants or refuses 
discharge regarding the Commission's implementation of the budget. The discharge 
procedure also covers the implementation of the European Development Funds (funds 
financed directly by the EU Member States to cover expenditure under the ACP-EU 
Cotonou Partnership Agreement and implemented by the Commission - see factsheet 
n 3). The discharge procedure is led by the Committee on Budgetary Control.
Legislative committees, including the Committee on Development, give opinions.
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Total EU development aid in 2010 (i.e. Official Development Aid disbursed by the 
European Commission) amounted to EUR 9.8 billion. The largest share went to 
education, health, governance and other social infrastructures (35%), transport, 
communications, energy and other infrastructures (12%) and humanitarian aid (13%).

Slightly less than half of the total amount comes from the EU budget. The other part 
is accounted for by the European Development Fund. Although the EDF is scrutinised 
by the committee (including discharge procedure), the European Parliament has no 
power to influence expenditure under the EDF, which is provided directly by the 
Member States and it is not part of the EU budget.

However, for funds within the budget, Members of the Development Committee 
actively contributed to the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) of the EU for the 
years 2007-2013, which sets out spending ceilings for each category of expenditure 
for the next seven years.

Supervisory powers

A very important function of the European Parliament and its standing committees is 
the exercise of supervision over the executive, i.e. the European Commission, as well 
as over some aspects of the work of the EU Council and the European Central Bank.

The committees exercise this function through different instruments:

- Hearings of Commissioners: at the beginning of each Commission's term, the 
European Parliament organises hearings for the appointed Commissioners 
before approving the Commission as a whole in Plenary. During those 
hearings MEPs are allowed to question the proposed candidate Commissioners 
about their future role, programme, vision of EU issues, etc. After the 
hearings, the committees adopt their positions regarding the appropriateness of 
each candidate. In early 2010 the Committee on Development organised the 
hearing of the Commissioners responsible for development cooperation, 
Andris Piebalgs, and humanitarian aid and civil protection, Kristalina 
Georgieva. Ms Georgieva was the second candidate for her post, as the 
committee did not approve the first.

- Meetings with the Council Presidency: the High Representative of the EU for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, is invited once a year 
to the committee in her capacity as President of the Foreign Affairs Council, 
which deals also with development issues. In addition, the competent Minister 
of the Member States holding the rotating Presidency of the EU Council of 
Ministers is invited to speak before the committee on specific issues such as 
humanitarian aid.

- Meetings with Commissioners: the two Commissioners in charge of 
development cooperation and humanitarian aid are regular guests at committee 
meetings.
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- Questions to the Council and to the Commission: MEPs can table questions to 
both institutions in plenary sessions and also in committee meetings.

- Hearings of experts: the committee regularly organises public hearings, 
usually dealing with the subjects of reports in progress (see Annex IV).

Fact-sheet n 5

Promoting Democracy and Human Rights

The Committee on Development is one of the three committees of the European 
Parliament dealing with External Relations, together with the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the Committee on International Trade.

In 2006 as part of the external action instruments, the Parliament and the Council 
adopted the "European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights". This 
instrument is aimed specifically at enhancing the respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, promoting and consolidating democracy, strengthening civil 
society active in the field of human rights and enhancing the reliability of electoral 
processes.

Debates and resolutions on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and the 
rule of law

Political groups regularly ask the President of the European Parliament for debates to 
be held on urgent cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law.
Such debates take place on the Thursday afternoon of a plenary session in Strasbourg.
Three debates, on three different cases of breaches of human rights, are usually held.
The corresponding motions for resolutions are put to the vote immediately after the 
debates.

Delegations and Election Observation Missions

The Development Committee can send its own delegations to places of special 
interest. They can be sent to various countries, normally linked to the committee's 
work on development policy and humanitarian aid. Committee Members sometimes 
participate in European Parliament ad hoc delegations to developing countries, which 
normally attend international conferences or observe elections. These report back to 
the relevant European Parliament committee.

Election observation missions actively contribute to the democratisation process in 
developing nations and other countries. The profile and importance of international 
election observation in supporting the emergence and consolidation of democratic 
systems has continued to grow.

The delegations sent by the European Parliament, which have made a telling 
contribution to international election observation efforts, work in close cooperation 
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with EU Election Observation Missions. When joint international missions with the 
OSCE/ODHIR and the Council of Europe are established, the profile and political 
experience of Members complement the long-term observation capabilities of 
elections experts.

In 2010 and 2011, the Committee on Development was actively involved in election 
observation in Congo, Nicaragua, Tanzania, Togo and Uganda, to name but a few.

The Sakharov Prize and the Sakharov Prize Network

These are two specific tools which the European Parliament uses to promote the 
defence of human rights on the world stage.

Sakharov Prize: the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought was established by the 
European Parliament in December 1985; at that time, the famous Russian dissident 
Andrei Sakharov was still  in internal exile in Gorki, sent there by the authorities of 
the then USSR. The Sakharov Prize is awarded annually in recognition of an action or 
achievement relating to the defence of human rights, democracy and freedom of 
expression. It is a prestigious award presented to exceptional individuals or 
associations, or groups of people (such as a number of laureates representing the 
'Arab Spring', awarded the Prize in 2011) that fight against intolerance, fanaticism and 
oppression.

The Sakharov Prize procedure, culminating in the official award ceremony in 
Strasbourg in December, is jointly managed by the Subcommittee on Human Rights, 
which has the lead role, and the Committees on Foreign Affairs and Development.

Sakharov Prize Network: the Sakharov Prize Network was created by the European 
Parliament in 2011 in order to enhance its worldwide visibility in the field of human 
rights and freedom of expression. The aim of the Sakharov Prize Network is to bring 
together previous and current laureates of the Sakharov Prize, as well as human rights 
activists from all around the world, and assist them in developing an operational 
network. In the framework of the Sakharov Prize Network, a High Level Conference 
on Human Rights took place in Brussels in November 2011.
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Fact-sheet n 6

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA) was created out of a shared desire 
to bring together the elected representatives of the European Community – the 
Members of the European Parliament – and the elected representatives of the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific states that have signed the Cotonou Agreement.
It is the only institution of its kind in the world, the only international assembly in 
which the representatives of various countries sit together regularly with the aim of 
promoting the interdependence of North and South.

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly is a democratic, parliamentary institution 
which aims to promote and defend democratic processes in order to guarantee the 
right of each people to choose its own development objectives and how to attain them.

The Joint Parliamentary Assembly was created by the Cotonou Agreement 
(Article 17), which says its role is to:

"–promote democratic processes through dialogue and consultation;
– facilitate greater understanding between the peoples of the European Union 

and those of the ACP States and raise public awareness of development issues,
– discuss issues pertaining to development and the ACP-EU Partnership;
– adopt resolutions and make recommendations to the Council of Ministers with 

a view to achieving the objectives of this Agreement. "

The Assembly also plays a unique role of parliamentary scrutiny over the other 
institutions, holding formal Question Time sittings with the European Commission 
and the ACP and EU Council Presidency every session. Moreover the European 
Commission is required to report on its action undertaken to follow up on previous 
JPA resolutions.
The JPA has also obtained important powers of oversight of the documents that 
implement EU development cooperation (i.e. Country, Regional and Thematic 
Strategy Papers) for the ACP regions and countries, ensuring there is proper 
parliamentary discussion and analysis of current and planned EDF spending within 
the ACP group of countries.

Composition and working methods

The representatives of the 78 ACP states should be Members of parliament or, failing 
this, representatives designated by the parliament of each ACP state. Delegates who 
are not members of parliament must be accredited at the start of every session.
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They meet their 78 European Parliament counterparts in plenary session for one week 
twice a year, once in an ACP country and once in the EU country which holds the EU 
Presidency. The Assembly is governed by common, democratic rules set out in its 
Rules of Procedure.

Two Co-Presidents, who are elected by the Assembly, direct its work: one comes 
from an ACP country and the other from the EU. Twenty-four Vice-Presidents 
(12 European and 12 ACP), who are also elected by the Assembly, constitute its 
Bureau together with the two Co-Presidents. The Bureau meets usually four times a 
year in order to ensure the continuity of the work of the Assembly and to prepare new 
initiatives aimed notably at reinforcing and improving cooperation. It also considers 
topical political questions and adopts positions on human rights cases. The JPA 
Bureau also sends fact-finding missions to ACP or EU countries, publishes reports 
and organises election observation missions.

Three standing committees were established in 2003. They draw up substantive 
proposals which are then voted on by the Joint Parliamentary Assembly. These 
committees are:

• Committee on Political Affairs
• Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade
• Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment

In 2008 the JPA started to hold regional meetings. In 2010 the JPA held a regional 
meeting for the East African Region in the Seychelles and in 2011 in Cameroon for
the Central African Region. Each regional meeting addresses the ongoing 
negotiations on Economic Partnership Agreements to regulate EU trade for the 
region in question as well as discussing matters of common interest to the countries 
in the region and the EU.

Initiatives taken by the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

The Joint Parliamentary Assembly has made an active contribution towards 
implementing and reinforcing successive ACP-EU Conventions and has put forward 
numerous proposals in many different areas:

 promoting parliamentary democracy and strengthening the role of Parliaments 
in ACP countries, including the observation of elections;

 upgrading the role of women in the development process, especially through 
education;

 reinforcing the commitment to respect and defend human rights and human 
dignity;

 integrating environment policy in development projects, in particular dealing 
with the impact of climate change in ACP regions;
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 promoting trade as a tool for development, particularly through the Economic 
Partnership Agreements foreseen in the Cotonou Agreement;

 rural development programmes and micro-projects tailored to the needs of 
specific communities;

 combating epidemics and reinforcing health and hygiene services;

 annual meetings between economic and social partners;

 closer cooperation with civil society organisations engaged in development;

 aid for indebted countries pursuing structural adjustment policies to allow 
them to maintain indispensable services;

 accelerating aid procedures and the increase in appropriations intended for 
refugees and for displaced persons.

A European Parliament Secretariat assists the EU Members of the JPA, as well as the 
European Parliament's delegations to the Pan-African parliament and South Africa.

For more information, please go to the website: www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/
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Fact-sheet n 7

The Millennium Development Goals, Our Global Commitment

The Millennium Declaration was adopted in September 2000 by 189 world leaders 
who committed to "free all men, women and children from the abject and 
dehumanising conditions of extreme poverty" by the year 2015. For that purpose, 
eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were drawn up:

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
2. Achieve universal primary education
3. Promote gender equality and empower women
4. Reduce child mortality
5. Improve maternal health
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability
8. Develop a global partnership for development

In 2005, the European Parliament adopted a report of the Committee on Development 
on the Millennium Development Goals. The text emphasised that poverty reduction 
through the achievement of the MDGs and the Millennium Declaration must be 
recognised unambiguously as the overarching framework for EU development policy 
and that this must be reflected clearly in all relevant policy and legislative proposals.

On 15 June 2010 the European Parliament passed a resolution on progress towards the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): mid-term review in 
preparation for the UN high-level meeting in September 2010. This resolution set out 
a number of recommendations for EU Member States ahead of the summit. It 
acknowledged that all eight MDGs were off-target and asked Member States to adopt 
a leading, ambitious and united position to meet the MDGs before the 2015 deadline.

One particular element of the Resolution of 2010 was the need to identify innovative 
funding mechanisms including a global tax on currencies and derivatives transactions 
to fund global public goods, including MDGs; cracking down on tax havens and tax 
evasion and illicit financial flows as well as systematically disclosing profits made 
and taxes paid by companies; reducing transfer costs of remittances sent by migrant 
workers to their home countries and alleviating the burden of debt on developing 
countries, including an interest-free debt moratorium on debt repayments until 2015 
for developing countries

The European Parliament was actively involved in the 2005 Make Poverty History 
campaign and the September 2010 UN summit in New York to review the MDGs. It 
was also instrumental in getting the 'food facility' — the EU's EUR 1 billion response 
to the 2008 food price crisis — onto the statute books in near-record time.

MEPs have consistently commended those Member States that have already reached 
or exceeded the target, linked to MDG8, of allocating 0.7% of their GNI to Official 
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Development Assistance, whilst they have also noted the worrying trend in other 
countries towards decreasing aid levels, as well as abandoning previous commitments 
on timetables.

Indeed the EU as a whole did not attain its intermediary objective of 0.56% of GNI 
for aid by 2010 and will have difficulties achieving 0.7% of its GNI by 2015. Also, 
there are large disparities in the performance of its Member States. Therefore the 
committee regularly calls on those Members States still lagging behind to commit 
themselves to a clear timetable and deadlines for reaching the 0.7% target in 2015.

Nevertheless the committee often points out that we will not manage to halve poverty 
and hunger by 2015, provide free education for all and improve access to health care 
if developing countries have to continue to spend four times more on repaying debts 
than they spend on basic social services.

Giving priority to health and education, key MDG sectors

Of the many issues frequently dealt with by the Committee on Development, health 
and education have been particularly emphasised. The fight against illnesses linked to 
poverty, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, is an urgent matter worldwide. The 
devastating effects of HIV/AIDS are undermining the gains achieved by development 
policy over the years. The Development Committee therefore backed the creation of a 
Global Fund to fight these diseases and significantly increased the Community's 
contribution to it. MEPs have repeatedly stressed that better access to information and 
care would help in the fight against both HIV/AIDS and poverty. They stressed that 
prevention, care and treatment are interdependent. A coordinated approach is needed 
between cooperation, research and health policies to fight the diseases effectively.
Healthcare systems in developing countries must also be improved.

Beyond the problem of the cost of medicines, for many diseases no appropriate 
treatment exists. Only 10% of research activity is devoted to the diseases which 
account for 90% of the world's ailments. MEPs often stressed that, where the market 
fails to generate solutions, public research should be stimulated and incentives found 
to encourage the private sector to invest in these areas. Members also insisted that key 
medicines must be more affordable, which would mean producing them locally, and 
stressed the right of WTO countries to use the flexibility allowed by TRIPS to protect 
public health and to ensure access to medicines for all.

Reproductive health, a fundamental and also a very sensitive issue, was high on the 
agenda in the previous parliamentary term. Disabilities and neglected diseases are also 
topics of particular interest for MEPs.

MEPs believe that poverty will only be reduced if more people have access to 
adequate education. The committee has regularly underlined the importance of basic 
education and called for maximum efforts to achieve the MDG target of universal 
primary education by 2015. Currently, some 113 million children do not go to school, 
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with girls accounting for the majority of them, while 860 million people in developing 
countries are illiterate.
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Fact-sheet n 8

Humanitarian aid

Humanitarian assistance is the aid designed to save lives, alleviate suffering and 
maintain and protect human dignity during and in the aftermath of emergencies. It is 
distinguished from development aid, which seeks to address the underlying 
socioeconomic factors which may have led to a crisis. Effective humanitarian aid is 
built on fundamental principles: impartiality, non-discrimination, independence and 
neutrality. The EU defines humanitarian aid as follows:

The Community's humanitarian aid shall comprise assistance, relief and protection 
operations on a non-discriminatory basis to help people in third countries, 
particularly the most vulnerable among them, and as a priority those in developing 
countries, victims of natural disasters, man-made crises, such as wars and outbreaks 
of fighting, or exceptional situations or circumstances comparable to natural or man-
made disasters. It shall do so for the time needed to meet the humanitarian 
requirements resulting from these different situations1.

Humanitarian aid comes in many forms – cash, supplies, personnel – and from a 
variety of sources: governments, NGOs, UN agencies, the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement, local community groups, public donations and remittances 
from diaspora communities.

Acting together with its 27 Member States, the European Union is the world’s leading 
humanitarian donor, providing about half of global funding for emergency relief to 
victims of man-made and natural disasters. In addition to the programmes managed 
by individual EU Member States, humanitarian aid is also financed from the EU 
budget and administered by the Commission's Directorate General for Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), founded in 1992.

In 2011, the EU provided humanitarian and civil protection assistance for a total of 
€1.2 billion.2 This consisted of humanitarian assistance to approximately 117 million 
people in 91 non-EU countries, as well as rapid response to 18 requests for assistance 
from the civil protection mechanism, within and outside the EU.

The last few years have seen a trend of rising needs outstripping available resources, 
as a result of an increase in the number and scope of humanitarian crises, 
disasters and vulnerability worldwide. The initial humanitarian aid budget of €853 
million for 2011 was supplemented on several occasions in order to respond to new 
crises and natural disasters occurring during the year. This additional funding was 
mobilised via transfers from the EU’s Emergency Aid Reserve, through the use of the 
10th European Development Fund reserved for humanitarian aid in African, Caribbean 
                                               
1 Art. 1 of Humanitarian Aid Regulation – Council Reg. 1257/96
2 Figures in this section are based on: Annual Report on the European Union’s Humanitarian Aid and 
Civil Protection Policies and their Implementation in 2011. COM(2012) 489 final
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and Pacific countries, via EFTA contributions and by transfers from other budget lines 
within the EU budget’s external aid heading (Heading 4).

Of the total EU funding provided in 2011, an estimated 42% was allocated to 
protracted crises, 38% was needed to respond to natural disasters and 20% was used 
for ad-hoc crises and interventions. About half of the funding was for food and 
nutrition interventions. Health, including psychological support (12%), and water and 
sanitation (14%) are other main areas of activities.
The humanitarian operations funded by the European Commission are implemented 
through nearly 200 partner relief organisations. Half of 2011 funding (50%) was 
implemented by NGOs, about one third (36%) by various UN agencies and the rest 
(14%) by other international organisations. The Commission's relations with NGOs 
are governed by Framework Partnership Agreements; those with UN bodies by a 
Financial and Administrative Framework Agreement. To receive funding for a 
humanitarian action, partner organisations submit funding proposals, which are 
judged on the basis of their technical merits and the needs that have been identified.
The Lisbon Treaty has given humanitarian aid a new legal base1, anchoring the EU's 
commitment to principled humanitarian aid and explicitly requiring the EU's 
measures and those of the Member States to complement and reinforce each other.
The main financing instrument governing this area of action is the Humanitarian Aid 
Regulation2 which was left unchanged when other EU financing legislation was 
overhauled in preparation for the new Multiannual Financial Framework period 2007-
2013. The amount of aid allocated to this instrument for the period 2007-2013 is 
EUR 5.6 billion. The annual budget for humanitarian aid is regularly stepped up to 
respond to new crises or natural disasters. This is done by using the Emergency Aid 
Reserve, by tapping into the funding from the European Development Fund 
earmarked for humanitarian aid in the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the 
Pacific, and by making transfers from other budget lines.

Humanitarian aid to developing countries has traditionally been considered as falling 
within the remit of the Committee on Development. The committee's main role is to 
monitor the delivery of the Community's humanitarian aid, to ensure that budgetary 
provisions match humanitarian needs, requesting the Committee on Budgets to 
authorise the use of reserve funds when necessary, and to steer the position of the 
European Parliament in the international debate around the role and instruments of 
humanitarian aid. In order to fulfil these tasks the committee appoints a Standing 
Rapporteur for Humanitarian Aid every two years.

The European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid, a key document from 2007 co-signed 
by the Presidents of Parliament, Commission and Council, defines a common vision, 
policy objectives and shared principles for EU humanitarian aid. It aims to improve
the coherence, flexibility, performance and professionalism of aid delivery through 
better EU-level coordination and stronger links with international partners. An own-
                                               
1 The Commission's humanitarian aid measures are taken on the basis of Part V, Title III on 
cooperation with third countries and humanitarian aid of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union (art. 214 TFEU).
2 Council Regulation 1257/96, OJ 163 of 2.7.1996 p1
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initiative report of the Development Committee had crucially contributed to bringing 
about this important EU-wide Consensus. For Parliament, the adoption of the 
Consensus was not an end in itself but rather the start of a process that will increase 
the effectiveness of humanitarian aid delivered by the EU and broaden its scope, to 
include preventing the risk of disasters and post-crisis reconstruction.

Humanitarian assistance is a prerequisite for development in contexts of disaster 
and conflict but has to be embedded in a long-term strategy. The chronic food 
insecurity in the Horn of Africa has acutely highlighted the need to focus on 
enhancing resilience, building local coping capacity and developing long-term 
national strategies to avoid recurrent humanitarian catastrophes. The term 
'linking relief, rehabilitation and development (LRRD)' tries to address the grey 
zone between humanitarian assistance and long-term development. The 
Development Committee has been a strong advocate for better bridging this gap 
between humanitarian action and development.
The EU’s disaster response is not limited to humanitarian aid but is also delivered 
through Member States’ civil protection assets. All 27 EU Member States participate 
in the Union’s Civil Protection Mechanism, and so do Croatia, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. They pool resources that 
can be made available to disaster-hit countries. The assistance can take the form of in-
kind aid, teams with equipment and the deployment of experts for assessment and 
coordination. EU support relies on government resources and, if assistance is required 
in third countries, it usually works in parallel with humanitarian aid.

Any country in the world can call on the European Civil Protection Mechanism for 
assistance. It is up to the country requesting the assistance to accept or refuse offers.
In practice, the majority of participating states offer assistance free of charge as a 
gesture of solidarity. Furthermore, up to 50% of the costs of transporting assistance 
can be co-financed by the Commission under the Civil Protection Financial 
Instrument. In 2012 a European Emergency Response Centre is to be set up, which 
will further strengthen the EU's disaster response capacity.
The EU does not only react in response to disasters and crises. Beyond disaster 
response, there is a growing understanding of the need to focus more on prevention, 
preparedness, disaster risk reduction and on enhancing resilience of vulnerable 
communities to enable them to cope better with disasters, thereby reducing the 
devastating impact on affected populations and their livelihoods. Disaster risk 
reduction and adaptation to climate change receive increasing attention and are
mainstreamed into EU humanitarian aid operations.

The EU also promotes respect for, and adherence to, international humanitarian law.
The Development Committee participates in a wide range of activities related to 
humanitarian aid. In its role as an arm of the EU Budgetary Authority, the European 
Parliament highlights every year the need to increase funding levels in response to 
emergencies. The committee influences the Commission's strategic decisions and 
implementing modalities and critically reviews the humanitarian items on the 
Commission Work Programme and ECHO's operational strategy for the following 
year. As part of a structured dialogue, Commissioner Georgieva is invited several 
times a year to exchange views with the committee. Public hearings on humanitarian 
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topics regularly gather prominent representatives from the UN, the Red Cross, the 
European Commission and humanitarian NGOs to discuss topical humanitarian 
issues.



DV\924884EN.doc 25/61 PE504.084v02-00

EN

Fact-sheet n 9

Contributing to the EU Development Agenda

In 2005, on the basis of the worrying results of the mid-term progress review on 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals (September 2005), and following 
pressure from the European Parliament, the European Union committed itself to 
the target of 0.7% of GNI for Official Development Aid by 2015.

For the first time, the Commission and EU Member States agreed on a timetable 
for progressively reaching the 0.7 % target, with individual binding targets for 
each Member State, thereby enabling progress to be monitored.

The European Consensus on Development

On 20 December 2005, the Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament signed a document setting out common objectives and principles for 
development cooperation, the European Consensus on Development. It was the first 
time that the three institutions had adopted jointly a strategic document on 
development policy. This document, which remains in force, reflects the European 
Union's willingness to make a decisive contribution to the eradication of poverty and 
to help build a more peaceful and fairer world. It guides Community and Member 
States' development cooperation activities in all developing countries, in the spirit of 
complementarity.

The first part of the Consensus, entitled the European Union Vision of Development, sets 
out common objectives and principles for development cooperation:

- poverty eradication as the primary and overarching objective
- the principles of ownership and partnership
- the principle of policy coherence
- delivering more aid in a more efficient way
- the promotion of common values, notably human rights, gender equality and good 

governance
- the promotion of effective multilateralism and in-depth political dialogue
- the participation of civil society
- continuous engagement to prevent state fragility, including capacity building
- reinforcement of parliamentary democracy
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Although the EU committed itself to increasing the aid budget to 0.7% of gross 
national product by 2015, it missed the shared interim goal of 0.56% by 2010. It is 
increasingly prioritising support for the least-developed countries and the low- and 
medium-income countries.

One central aspect of the European Consensus is Policy Coherence for Development, 
which is at the very core of aid effectiveness, but it is also a clear moral principle: it is 
not acceptable that the impact in the area of European development policy is reduced 
by the performance of other EC policies. This principle, enshrined in Article 208 of 
the Lisbon Treaty, requires that each and every European policy has to take into 
consideration its possible effect on development goals. Again, the MDGs serve as a 
guide.

Agenda for change

The strategies for Africa, Caribbean and Pacific

The European Parliament, through the Committee on Development, has been active in 
responding to the proposed EU Strategies for different ACP regions: Africa, the 
Caribbean and the Pacific, focusing on key requirements for sustainable development, 
such as:

- promotion of peace and security
- support for fragile states
- good and effective governance
- trade promotion
- integration into the global economy
- integration into global communication systems
- social cohesion
- environmental sustainability.

Aid Effectiveness

The second part of the Consensus, entitled the European Community Development Policy, 
defines how the Community will implement the European vision on development set out in 
the first part, for the resources entrusted to the Community:

- further progress with untying aid
- debt reduction where appropriate
- mainstreaming cross-cutting issues: democracy, good governance, human rights, the rights 

of children and indigenous peoples; gender equality; environmental sustainability; and the 
fight against HIV/Aids

- support for the global funds clearly linked to the Millennium Development Goals
- budget support where conditions allow
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In 2005 the European Union committed itself to radically improving the impact of its 
development cooperation through initiatives for more aid, delivered faster and more 
effectively, in order to meet the challenges of the Millennium Development Goals.
The purpose of the "aid effectiveness package" adopted by the Commission on 
2 March 2006 was to translate these commitments into action. Two years later, the 
Commission launched what would be the EU position on aid effectiveness prior to the 
Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, held in Accra, Ghana, in September 
2008, which built on the commitments made at the First and Second High Level 
Forums in Rome (2003) and Paris (2005), culminating in the 'Accra Agenda for 
Action'.

Busan, Korea- the 4th High Level Forum

On 1 December 2011, the 4th High Level Forum adopted the Busan Partnership for 
effective development cooperation. This "roadmap" builds on the principles of the 
Paris Declaration (2005) and the Accra Agenda for Action (2008). The 'Busan 
Partnership' is based on four principles for effective development: partner countries 
must play a central role (country ownership), increase the effectiveness of aid (focus 
on results), involve all public and private development stakeholders (inclusive 
development partnerships), and ensure accountability and implementation of 
commitments at the political level (transparency and accountability between donors 
and recipient countries). The European Union is one of the leading blocks advancing 
the principles of aid effectiveness adopted in Busan through the Agenda for Change 
and the promotion of donor coordination between the Commission and the Member 
States.

In the Paris Declaration, partner and donor countries committed themselves to 
strengthening the parliamentary role in national development strategies, thereby 
enhancing mutual accountability and transparency of development resources.

The new Agenda for Change, proposed by the Commission as a roadmap for 
increasing the impact of EU Development Policy is in the process of being adopted 
and will have a long term impact on the effectiveness of EU aid. As far as Policy 
Coherence for Development is concerned, progress in this field has been slow, since 
political priorities in other areas such as agriculture, trade or fisheries are often in 
contradiction with development priorities.

Relations with Non-State Actors

In defining their political priorities and defining their contribution, the Members of 
the Development Committee take due account of the concerns of involved outside 
actors and, in particular, the representatives of civil society both in the EU and in third 
countries.

The Members of the Committee on Development are keen to keep an open-door 
policy towards Non-State Actors — a term which encompasses a wide range of civil 
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society representatives, such as NGOs, trade unions, academic institutions, etc. and, 
sometimes, also includes local government.
An important counterpart for communication in this context has been CONCORD, the 
Confederation of European NGOs for Relief and Development. Its 19 international 
networks and 22 national associations from the European Union Member States 
represent more than 1 600 European NGOs. CONCORD and its member 
organisations contribute with their particular expertise to the work of the European 
Parliament, particularly those committees in charge of the external policies of the EU 
(the Committee on Development, the Committee on International Trade and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs).

In the framework of good working relations with the Development Committee, 
meetings between CONCORD and the political coordinators and staff of the 
Development Committee are held twice a year. These meetings have proven to be 
very fruitful and have allowed the creation of new spaces of dialogue between civil 
society and the Development Committee. The main aim has been to exchange ideas 
and proposals on topics of common interest and to find common ground. The work 
carried out on the Development Cooperation Instrument effectively illustrates this 
good relationship.

The Development Committee has invested in relations with southern Non-State 
Actors and local authorities, in particular from African, Caribbean and Pacific 
countries.

Over the last few years, the Development Committee has regularly invited 
representatives of civil society organisations from developed and developing states to 
its meetings and hearings. These events have focused on subjects such as least 
developed countries, development and education, African farming and medicines.

Moreover, in the framework of the new joint strategic partnership between Africa and 
the EU, Development Committee Members and other MEPs have fought hard for civil 
society to secure an institutional role so their voices — and those of the citizens they 
represent — can be heard loud and clear.

Similarly, the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly has worked hard in recent years 
to involve civil society in its activities. The Assembly appointed two vice-presidents 
for relations with Non-State Actors, giving a strong signal of the importance it 
attaches to these aspects.
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Fact-sheet n 10

The Development Committee – a global partner for 
development

The Pan-African Parliament — the EP's privileged partner

Africa is perhaps the continent where we find the biggest challenges and the greatest 
opportunities in terms of development. Africa has, relatively speaking, the highest 
concentration of poor people and struggling states in the world. It accounts for around 
half of the EU's aid budget. Its nations and peoples have long-standing historical ties 
with Europe and it is changing fast, with prospects of a bright new future — as 
China's immense interest clearly shows.

In 2007, the EU and African Heads of State and Government adopted a Joint Africa-
EU Strategy – an ambitious long-term policy framework that confirmed their 
willingness to deepen their political relationship and to address global challenges 
together.

The strategy covers not only development cooperation but also issues like peace and 
security, governance and human rights, trade, energy and climate change.
Development Committee members authored three plenary reports on the strategy 
during the last parliamentary term.

In 2004, the African Union created the Pan-African Parliament, a continent-wide 
consultative parliament, composed of 5-Member delegations from each of the 54 AU 
Member States. The Pan-African Parliament has its permanent seat in Midrand, South 
Africa and meets twice a year.

The EP has maintained close contacts with the PAP from the outset, setting up a 
delegation for relations with the PAP. This delegation has attended almost every PAP 
session since 2004, while PAP delegations have regularly visited the EP.

This close cooperation led to the AU/EU institutions formally recognising the full 
involvement of both parliaments in the institutional architecture of the Joint EU-
Africa strategy. This means that the EP and PAP are now involved in the preparation 
of Africa-EU Summits, their Presidents address the opening ceremonies of these 
Summits, the EP and the PAP discuss implementation of the joint Africa strategy 
AU/EU ministers and both parliaments play full and active roles in the joint strategy's 
different implementation and decision-making bodies.

Cooperation with the PAP is also one of the priorities of the EP's Office for the 
Promotion of Parliamentary Democracy.



PE504.084v02-00 30/61 DV\924884EN.doc

EN

Relations with Member States' National Parliaments

National parliaments have an increasingly important role to play in the functioning of 
the EU, cooperating with the European Commission, the EP and with each other.

Members of national parliaments, being close to citizens, can help to establish 
effective and constructive links between citizens and the EU Institutions, promoting a 
more democratic and transparent approach to the development of EU policy.

In recent years, the European Commission has systematically sent legislative 
proposals to national parliaments for consideration, at the same time as they are 
submitted to the European Parliament and the Council.

The quality of the relationship between the European Parliament and national 
parliaments and the added political value it might generate will ultimately be the 
result of a joint effort. The Treaty of Lisbon has reinforced this relationship by 
establishing a procedure for "reasoned opinions" from national parliaments to the 
European Parliament and a common approach has been adopted within the European 
Parliament to deal with these reasoned opinions and contributions from national 
parliaments.

The main purpose of the cooperation between the European Parliament and national 
parliaments is to strengthen the parliamentary dimension of the EU and thus 
contribute to enhancing the democratic legitimacy and transparency of EU policy-
making. Another objective is to keep national parliaments fully informed of European 
Parliament activities in its different areas of competence. To this end, an increasing 
number of European Parliament committees — including the Development 
Committee — regularly invite national MPs to their meetings, to share their 
knowledge and expertise when discussing policy proposals.

Raising public awareness on Development

The importance of raising public awareness and development education represent the 
way to promote the essential EU values of tolerance and solidarity in an increasingly 
global, interdependent and multicultural society.

The European Union is in fact the result of an intercultural dialogue process, to get 
together with different stakeholders, to learn from each other and to build something 
common.

Consequently, enhancing public knowledge for development cooperation will 
contribute to strengthening the feeling of international solidarity and also help to 
create a favourable environment to deepen the European intercultural society. It will 
be a means to foster full participation of all citizens in world-wide poverty eradication 
and the fight against exclusion, covering campaigning, education, awareness raising, 
advocacy and training.
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The role of parliaments in mobilizing public opinion for development cooperation and 
international solidarity with the developing countries, with the aim of poverty 
alleviation and poverty eradication, is therefore essential.

National and local authorities, NGOs and other civil society actors in North-South 
cooperation also have a vital role in this process.

In each parliamentary term, the European Parliament makes a consistent contribution 
to boost public awareness of the EU's Development Cooperation Policy. The 
Parliament organises a number of public events, workshops, hearings, discussions and 
parliamentary debates focused on development-related issues.

The Committee on Development has been active in the annual European 
Development Days. The Parliament sends a delegation of MEPs to all events, as well 
as co-hosting special events with the Pan-African Parliament. Moreover, the 
Development Committee has a stand in the “Development Village” to hand out 
materials and raise visitors' awareness on the Development Committee's role and 
activities.

Another major event for the general public is the European Open Doors Day, held 
once every year on the anniversary of the signature of Robert Schuman's Declaration.
Its aim is to raise the public's awareness about the European Institutions' activities and 
the functioning of the Union. On that day, the Parliament opens its doors to the wide 
public. The Development Committee regularly takes part in the Parliament Open Day, 
reaching out to people of different ages and interests.
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A7-0165/2010, tabled in May 2010
Rapporteur: Michael CASHMAN

REPORT on the EU Policy Coherence for Development and the ‘Official 
Development Assistance plus’ concept
Own-initiative
A7-0140/2010, tabled in May 2010
Rapporteur: Franziska KELLER

REPORT on the effects of the global financial and economic crisis on developing 
countries and on development cooperation
Own-initiative
A7-0034/2010, tabled in March 2010
Rapporteur: Enrique GUERRERO SALOM

REPORT on the second revision of the Partnership Agreement ACP-EC (the 
"Cotonou Agreement")
Own-initiative
A7-0086/2009, tabled in December 2009
Rapporteur: Eva JOLY

REPORT on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of 
the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 establishing a financing 
instrument for development cooperation and Regulation (EC) No 1889/2006 on 
establishing a financing instrument for the promotion of democracy and human 
rights worldwide
Codecision procedure
A7-0078/2009, tabled in December 2009
Rapporteur: Gay MITCHELL
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Annex IV

List of hearings and events organised by the Committee on Development of the 
European Parliament in the Sixth Legislative Period (2009–2014)

HEARINGS AND EVENTS

2013 Hearings and events

22 January Hearing on "Millennium Development Goals and beyond 2015 - a 
strong EU engagement"

2012 Hearings and events

9 October Hearing on "Guaranteeing Sustainable Land Security in Developing 
Countries"

18 SeptemberHearing on "How to make OCTs relays for EU development policy"

3 September Hearing on "Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development:
Towards more Effective Aid"

29 February Hearing on "Environmental Degradation and its Impact on Poverty"

2011 Hearings and events

11 October Interparliamentary Committee Meeting with national Parliaments 
on "Human rights conditionality in development policy"

4 October Hearing on "Food security in developing countries: the challenge to 
feed the people"

30 August Joint DEVE-DROI hearing on "Development Education"

20 June Joint FEMM-AFET-DEVE-DROI workshop on "The role of 
women in the democratisation process in North Africa and the Middle 
East"

13 April Hearing on "The Blurring of Roles between Humanitarian and 
Military Actors: State of Play and Perspectives"



DV\924884EN.doc 51/61 PE504.084v02-00

EN



PE504.084v02-00 52/61 DV\924884EN.doc

EN

2010 Hearings and events

22 June Joint PECH-DEVE hearing on "CFP Reform: The external 
dimension"

2 June Hearing on "Property rights, property ownership and land grab in 
Developing Countries"

27 April Joint DEVE-INTA-EMPL-DROI hearing on "Child Labour in 
Developing Countries"

22 March Hearing on "Palestine: Bridge Building for Development"

25 January Hearing on "Human Rights Slot on Trade Union Rights in Colombia"

2009 Hearings and events

10 November Hearing on "The effects of the global financial crisis on developing 
countries and development cooperation"

15 October Hearing on "EU Climate Poverty" (in association with Oxfam 
Intern.)

5 October Joint DEVE-CONT hearing on "Involving Non-State Actors in EC 
Development Cooperation - The Way Forward"



DV\924884EN.doc 53/61 PE504.084v02-00

EN

Annex V

STUDIES COMMISSIONED BY THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
IMPLEMENTED BY THE POLICY DEPARTMENT DURING THE 7TH 
PARLIAMENTARY TERM (2009-2014)

All studies are available at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html

Title: Strengthening the Link between Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Development (LRRD) in the EU's Financing Instruments for 
Development and Humanitarian Aid under the MFF 2014-
2020

Author: Pedro Morazán (Südwind Institute, Germany), François 
Grünewald (Groupe URD), Irene Knoke (Südwind Institute, 
Germany) and Tobias Schäfer (Südwind Institute, Germany)

Publication date: 08.08.2012
Study available in EN

Title: Blending Grants and Loans for Financing the EU's 
Development Policy in the Light of the Commission Proposal 
for a Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) for 2014-
2020

Author: Jorge Núnez Ferrer (CEPS, Belgium) ; Pedro Morazán 
(Südwind Institute, Germany); Tobias Schäfer (Südwind 
Institute, Germany); Arno Behrens (CEPS, Belgium)

Publication date: 28.06.2012
Study available in EN

Title: Criteria for Differentiation and Methods for Phasing Out 
EU's Development Cooperation in Light of the Commission's 
Proposal for a Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) 
for 2014-2020

Author: Josep M. Coll (European Studies University Institute -
Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain)

Publication date: 16.05.2012 
Study available in EN

Title: A Coherent EU Strategy for the Sahel
Author: Luis Simon, Alexander Mattelaer and Amelia Hadfield (Institute 

for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium) with 
research support provided by Marc-Antoine MORIN (Institute 
for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium)

Publication date: 11.05.2012 
Study available in EN, FR
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Title: The Role of Brics in the Developing World
Authors: Morazán, Pedro (Südwing-Institute, Germany), Knoke, Irene 

(Südwing-Institute, Germany), Knoblauch, Doris (Ecologie 
Institute, Germany) and Schäfer, Thobias (Südwing-Institute, 
Germany)

Publication date: 13.04.2012
Study available in EN

Title: Gendercide : The Missing Women ?
Authors: Liisanantti Anu (Overseas Development Institute, UK) and Beese 

Karin (Ecologic Institute, Germany)
Publication date: 16.03.2012
Study available in EN, FR

Title: New European Union Development Cooperation Policy with 
Latin America

Authors: Morazán Pedro (Südwing Institute, Germany), FIAPP 
(International and Ibero-American Foundation for Administration 
and Public Policies, Madrid, Spain), Sanahuja José Antonio 
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain) and Ayllón Bruno 
(IUDC-UCM, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain)

Publication date: 20.12.2011
Study available in EN, ES

Title: Intellectual Property Rights on Genetic Resources and the 
Fight against Poverty

Authors: Sebastian Oberthür, Justyna Pozarowska and Florian Rabitz 
(Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Institute for European Studies, 
Belgium); Christiane Gerstetter, Christine Lucha, Katriona 
McGlade and Elizabeth Tedsen (Ecologic Institute, Germany)

Publication date: 19.12.2011
Study available in EN, FR

Title: Access to Energy in Developing Countries
Auteur: Arno Behrens, Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), 

Belgium; Jorge Nunez Ferrer, Centre for European Policy 
Studies (CEPS), Belgium; Mathilde Carraro, Centre for European 
Policy Studies  (CEPS), Belgium; Glada Lahan, Chatham House, 
UK; Eike Dreblow, Ecologic Institute, Germany

Publication date: 07.11.2011 
Study available in EN

Title: The Effects of Oil Companies’ Activities on the Environment, 
Health and Development in Sub-Saharan Africa

Authors: Baumüller Heike, Donnelly Elizabeth, Vines Alex and Weimer 
Markus (Chatham House, United Kingdom)

Publication date: 08.08.2011  
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Study available in EN

Title: An Assessment of the Balancing of EU Development 
Objectives with Other Policies and Priorities

Authors: Selen Sarisoy Guerin (IES VUB, Belgium), Sevidzem Kingah 
(UNI-CRIS and IES, Belgium), Christiane Gerstetter (Ecologic 
Institute, Germany) and Jenny Kirschey (Ecologic Institute, 
Germany)

Publication date: 21.03.2011 
Study available in EN, FR, DE

Title: An inventory of existing mechanisms to comply with aid 
commitments by member states

Authors: Dr Morazán, Pedro, project leader, Südwing Institute, 
Germany Koch, Svea, Südwind Institute, Germany

Publication date: 15.12.2010 
Study available in EN

Title: The Rationale for a Financial Transaction Tax
Author: Knoke Irene (Südwind Institut, Germany)
Publication date: 24.11.2010 
Study available in EN

Title: Potential Use of Radioactively Contaminated Mining 
Materials in the Construction of Residential Homes from 
Open Pit Uranium Mines in Gabon and Niger

Authors: Veit Sebastian (Senior Economist) and Srebotnjak Tanja 
(PhD) - Ecologic Institute, Germany

Publication date: 19.11.2010
Study available in EN, FR

Title: Monitoring Budget Support in Developing Countries
Authors: Pedro Morazán and Svea Koch (Institute Südwind, 
Germany)
Publication date: 15.07.2010
Study available in EN, FR

Title: Reform of the European Investment Bank: How to Upgrade 
the EIB’s Role in Development

Authors: Prof. Stephany Griffith-Jones, Columbia University; Judith 
Tyson, UK

Publication date: 27.05.2010
Study available in EN, FR

Title: A comparative evaluation of public-private and public-public 
partnerships for urban water services in ACP countries

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/studies.html?action=2&tab=last##


DV\924884EN.doc 57/61 PE504.084v02-00

EN

Authors: Josephine Tucker, Research Officer, Overseas Development 
Institute, UK ; Roger Calow, Research Fellow, Overseas 
Development Institute, UK ; Darla Nickel, Ecologic Institute, 
Austria ; Thomas Thaler, Researcher, Ecologic Institute, 
Austria

Publication date: 27.05.2010
Study available in EN

Title: Discrimination and Development Assistance
Author: Irene Knoke (Institut Südwind, Germany) with contributions 

from Sebastian Veit
Publication date: 06.04.2010 
Study available in EN, FR

Title: Agricultural Technologies for Developing Countries
Authors: Rolf Meyer (ITAS)
Publication date: 15.06.2009 
Study available in EN
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Annex VI

Development aid: Net official development assistance (ODA)
Net disbursements at current prices and exchange rates
Millions of US dollars

2009 2010 2011  (1)
DAC Countries, Total 119 778 128 465 133 526
Australia 2 762 3 826 4 799
Austria 1 142 1 208 1 107
Belgium 2 610 3 004 2 800
Canada 4 000 5 209 5 291
Denmark 2 810 2 871 2 981
Finland 1 290 1 333 1 409
France 12 602 12 915 12 994
Germany 12 079 12 985 14 533
Greece 607 508 331
Ireland 1 006 895 904
Italy 3 297 2 996 4 241
Japan 9 457 11 021 10 604
Korea 816 1 174 1 321
Luxembourg 415 403 413
Netherlands 6 426 6 357 6 324
New Zealand 309 342 429
Norway 4 081 4 580 4 936
Portugal 513 649 669
Spain 6 584 5 949 4 264
Sweden 4 548 4 533 5 606
Switzerland 2 310 2 300 3 086
United Kingdom 11 283 13 053 13 739
United States 28 831 30 353 30 745
G7, Total 81 549 88 533 92 148
DAC EU Members, Total 67 211 69 661 72 315
Non-DAC Countries,Total 6 672 7 235 2 509
EU Institutions 13 444 12 679 12 627
Czech Republic 215 228 256
Hungary 117 114 140
Iceland 34 29 26
Israel  (1) 124 145 176
Poland 375 378 417
Slovak Republic 75 74 87
Slovenia 71 59 63
Thailand 40 10  ..
Turkey 707 967 1 320
United Arab Emirates 834 412  ..
Arab Countries  ..  ..  ..
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Other Donor Countries, Total  ..  ..  ..
Last updated: 4 April 2012
.. Not available
Note: Detailed information on the sources and definitions used may be found in the source 
database.
1 ODA for 2011 is preliminary.
Source: Official and private flows, OECD International Development Statistics (database)
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Annex VII

THE MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGs)

MDG 1: ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER
 Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day
 Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including 

women and young people
 Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger

MDG 2: ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION
 Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling

MDG 3: PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN
 Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 

2005, and at all levels by 2015

MDG 4: REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY
 Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children under five

MDG 5: IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH
 Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio
 Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health

MDG 6: COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA AND OTHER DISEASES
 Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
 Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those 

who need it
 Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases

MDG 7: ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
 Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and 

programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources
 Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the 

rate of loss
 Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe 

drinking water and basic sanitation
 Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers, by 

2020

MDG 8: DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT
 Develop further an open, trading and financial system that is rule-based, 

predictable, and non-discriminatory trading and financial system. Includes a 
commitment to good governance, development and poverty reduction — both 
nationally and internationally
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 Address the special needs of the least developed countries’ special needs. This 
includes tariff- and quota-free access for their exports; enhanced debt relief for 
heavily indebted poor countries; cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more 
generous official development assistance for countries committed to poverty 
reduction

 Address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and small island 
developing states States (through the Programme of Action for the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing States and the outcome of the 
twenty-second special session of the General Assembly)

 Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries’ debt 
problems through national and international measures to make debt sustainable in 
the long term

 In cooperation with the developing countries, develop decent and productive work 
for youth

 In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable 
essential drugs in developing countries

 In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new 
technologies - especially information and communications technologies


	924884EN.doc

