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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DELEGATION’s VISIT TO  

THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN 

26-29 March 2014 

  

A Delegation of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights conducted a visit to 

Kazakhstan on 26-29 March 2014 to review the human rights situation and exchange views with a 

wide range of stakeholders. The Delegation’goal was also to evaluate what impact the EU’s 

policies and cooperation have on Kazakhstan’s human rights record in the context of the 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) negotiations.  In Astana the EP Delegation met with 

the Speaker of the Senate and the Deputy Chairman of the Mazhilis. Members of the European 

Parliament (MEPs) also held exchanges of view with representatives of the Government- including 

the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Chairman of the National Commission on Human Rights, the 

Ombudsman and the Deputy Prosecutor General-, political parties, civil society and the UN Special 

Rapporteur on contemporary forms of Slavery. In Almaty Members the EP delegation visited an 

EU-funded project that aims to strengthen the capacity of local civil society organisations to 

advocate for human rights and access to justice for vulnerable populations. MEPs also held a 

roundtable discussion with civil society organisations.  

The parliamentary delegation was chaired by Elisabeth JEGGLE (European People's 

Party/Germany) and includes Daniel van der STOEP (Non Inscrits, The Netherlands).   

Members of the European Parliament expressed appreciation for the open and friendly 

discussions during their visit and look forward to further EU collaboration with the national 

authorities on political reforms in order to promote good governance and to build up an open and 

democratic society. Those reforms are directly linked to progress in the negotiations of a new 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), the comprehensive framework for the further 

development of EU-Kazakhstan relations.  

The EP Delegation attended, and addressed, the meeting of the Consultative-Advisory Body on 

Human Dimension (CAB PDHD) which provides a platform for open dialogue between Government 

and civil society on democracy, rule of law and human rights. In that context the EP considers that 

an independent civil society is vital and is committed to support its role and development. MEPs 

therefore believe that the EU, through its Delegation in Astana, should participate on a regular 

basis to the CAB PDHD. 



Members inquired about the tragic events of Zhanaozen, their causes and their aftermath. After 

expressing concern about the conditions of detention in the country’s jails –and visiting a penal 

colony- they called for further improvement of those conditions in the framework of the ongoing 

reform of the penitentiary system to meet international standards. They also called on the 

authorities to review the cases of prisoners convicted on grounds that could be considered to be 

politically motivated. In that context the transfer of Ms. Roza Tuletaeva to an open colony and of 

Mr.Kozlov to a detention centre closer to his place of residence are positive first steps.  

The European Parliament is one of the EU's most important institutions. It is elected every five 

years by the people of Europe. Parliament's main responsibilities are to pass European legislation 

and approve the EU’s annual budget. The Sub-committee on Human Rights promotes in third 

countries the values on which the European Union is founded, namely the principles of liberty, 

democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law. 

 

CVs of all participating MEPs can be found at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dase/home.html 
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