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DRAFT MINUTES

15th Meeting of the EU-Mexico JPC

2-4 May 2013

Mexico City and Cuernavaca

1. Working breakfast with the EU Ambassador to Mexico, Marie-Anne Coninsx, and EU 
Member State ambassadors to Mexico

Early in the morning, members of the delegation met the EU Ambassador to Mexico and 
ambassadors from those Member States with representation in Mexico for a short 
information session about the main political, economic and social issues affecting Mexico. A 
great deal of attention was given to the ‘Pact for Mexico’, an ambitious programme of 
structural reforms which received very positive feedback. The reform programme covered 
education, trade unions, the new security policy, promising reforms of the energy and 
telecommunications markets, human rights and a change in the approach of Mexican foreign 
policy towards Latin America and the Pacific. Discussions covered the difficulties involved 
in implementing some of the reforms listed above and the challenges of pushing through 
some of the more ambitious ones (tax and energy reforms). The need to update the 
EU-Mexico Global Agreement was stressed and the potential impact of a possible trade and 
investment agreement between the EU and the USA was assessed. Cooperation between state 
and federal governments was discussed, as were the prospects for cooperation with Mexico 
in the light of its graduation from the Development Cooperation Instrument, protection for 
journalists and human rights activists, and the situation of Mexico’s main political parties.

The following spoke: Ricardo Cortes Lastra (S&D, ES), Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, ES), 
Enrique Guerrero Salom (S&D, ES), Satu Hassi (Greens/EFA, FI), Francisco Sosa Wagner 
(NI, ES), Franziska Keller (Greens/EFA, DE) and Teresa Jiménez-Becerril (EPP, ES)
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2. Meetings with the leaders of the main parliamentary groups in the Mexican Congress

Before opening the 15th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), 
Members of the European Parliament met some key political figures from the Mexican 
Congress at Xicotencatl House, including the President of the Directive Board of the 
Chamber of Deputies, Francisco Agustín Arroyo Vieyra (PRI), the President of the Directive 
Board of the Senate, Ernesto Javier Cordero Arroyo (PAN), the PRI Coordinator in the 
Senate, Emilio Gamboa Patrón, and the PRD Group Coordinator, Miguel Barbosa Huerta. 
The discussion highlighted the importance of parliamentary diplomacy in EU-Mexico 
relations, recalling the excellent work carried out by the JPC in its previous composition and 
the equally high level of dedication shown by the new JPC team. The political groups also 
gave their opinions of the ‘Pact for Mexico’ and returned to the main political issues in 
Mexico, stressing the important role being played by both chambers in the modernisation of 
the country. In any event, it was agreed that the importance of the pact should not be 
over-exaggerated as, despite the drive to carry out reforms witnessed at the beginning of this 
new legislative term, one must remember that the country had been undergoing substantial 
and continuous change ever since the 1980s, and that the fruits of this labour had already 
started to show over the last few years.

The following spoke: Ricardo Cortes Lastra (S&D, ES), Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, ES), 
Teresa Jiménez-Becerril (EPP, ES) and Sidonia Elzbieta Jedrzejewska (EPP, PL)

3. Opening of the 15th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee

The Mexican Co-Chair of the JPC, Senator Rabindranath Salazar Solorio, was the first to 
speak. He drew attention to the close relations between both partners and stated that the JPC 
was a mechanism for enhanced political dialogue, facilitating in-depth exchange leading to 
mutual understanding of the situation of each partner. Both the EU and Mexico were facing 
major crises, of an economic and financial nature in Europe and related to security in 
Mexico. The best way to confront these crises was to act together.

The European Co-Chair of the JPC, Ricardo Cortes Lastra, then said that the JPC was an 
excellent example of parliamentary diplomacy. The time had come for the JPC to start to 
take bigger steps, to boost interaction with civil society and to participate actively in the 
revision of the EU-Mexico Global Agreement. In this regard, he declared that the revision of 
the agreement would need to aim to deepen the Strategic Partnership in order to ensure that 
both partners were on an equal footing in areas of mutual interest.

The President of the Directive Board of the Chamber of Deputies, Francisco Agustín 
Arroyo Vieyra, stressed that Mexico now needed more than just stability and that the ‘Pact 
for Mexico’ was the result of continuous social development in Mexico. Finally, the 
President of the Directive Board of the Senate, Ernesto Javier Cordero Arroyo, said that 
there was a great deal of overlap between the EU and Mexico in many areas, such as foreign 
policy, peace, human rights, etc., on top of the three major common challenges: the passing 
of laws to boost economic growth, the strengthening of democracy and the consolidation of a 
new framework for global governance.
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4. Adoption of the agenda for the 15th Meeting and approval of the minutes of the 14th 
Meeting of the EU-Mexico JPC

The agenda for the present meeting was adopted with minor changes to the order of the 
presentations, and the minutes of the 14th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee held in Strasbourg on 23-24 May 2012 were approved with no changes.

The following spoke: Adriana González Carrillo (PAN) and Rabindranath Salazar Solorio 
(PRD)

WORKING SESSION I

5. Presentation on the political, economic and social situation in Mexico and the EU

Martín de Jesús Vásquez Villanueva stated that, now that fifteen years had passed since the 
signing of the Global Agreement, the time was ripe to look for synergies in order to come to 
agreements which were deeper and more effective for Mexico and the EU. It was therefore 
important to build stronger bridges to facilitate cooperation between the parliaments. 
Reference was also made to Mexico’s demonstrated determination to boost policies related to 
social and economic development, to invest in development in the mining, transport and 
tourism sectors, and to seek technological solutions suited to the country, among other 
things. Finally, with regard to the global economic and financial crisis, Mr Vásquez 
Villanueva expressed his consternation about the split which was developing between the 
real economy and speculation, as well as the impact this had on society.

Enrique Guerrero Salom then sang the praises of the EU, which he considered a successful 
project with a technology-based economy and advanced production systems, and the best 
social model developed by mankind. It was an area of freedom, democracy and respect for 
human rights. Environmental issues were taken into account more than anywhere else in the 
world, and solidarity with third countries was second to none. He underlined that the EU had 
received a particularly violent battering from the storm of the global crisis, and that mistakes 
had been made when diagnosing the problem and coming up with solutions for it. The 
mistakes included focusing too heavily on austerity and outwardly displaying a lack of 
solidarity within the Union on redressing imbalances. Mr Guerrero Salom stressed that the 
social impact of the crises and of the austerity measures put in place was enormous in terms 
of poverty and unemployment, but the worst aspect, and the one which would leave the 
greatest mark, was the political crisis caused, including a clear divide between public opinion 
in the northern and southern Member States.

The following spoke: Blanca María del Socorro Alcalá (PRI), Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, 
ES), Teresa Jiménez-Becerril (EPP, ES), Adriana González Carrillo (PAN), Francisco Sosa 
Wagner (NI, ES), Gabriela Cuevas Barrón (PAN), Satu Hassi (Greens/EFA, FI), Franziska 
Keller (Greens/EFA, DE), Eviel Pérez Magaña (PRI), Laura Angélica Rojas Hernández 
(PAN), Aurora de la Luz Aguilar Rodríguez (PAN) and Omar Fayad Meneses (PRI).
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6. Presentation: 15 years of the EU-Mexico Global Agreement

César Octavio Pedroza Gaitán started by praising the role of the parliamentarians who act 
as a counterbalance to the executive powers and, in the case of parliamentary diplomacy, 
who monitor the application by parliaments of international agreements. He highlighted the 
way in which the JPC monitored the Global Agreement and the significant increase in trade 
between Mexico and the EU since it entered into force. Whilst acknowledging the great value 
of the increased flows of trade and investment, he stressed that relations between both 
partners were still insufficient and imbalanced, which meant that it was essential to broaden 
the scope of trade and investment relations in a revised agreement. He concluded by 
highlighting Mexico's role as a bridge of understanding between regions and as a regional 
leader and how it resembled the EU, with whom it cooperated in international forums on 
issues such as human rights and the rule of law, education, science and technology, and the 
development of SMEs, among other things.

Santiago Fisas Ayxela stated that, despite the fact that the Global Agreement was the first 
and most complete agreement of its kind, and had therefore been used as a model for those 
which followed, the agreement was lagging behind more recent agreements signed by the EU 
and Mexico with third countries. He recalled that a review of the agreement had been 
provided for in its three revision clauses concerning agriculture, services and foreign direct 
investment. The time was ripe to revise the agreement, with regard to trade relations as well 
as prospects for cooperation and political dialogue. The parties would have to work hard to 
ensure that trade relations between Mexico and the EU did not suffer as a result of a possible 
trade and investment agreement between the EU and the USA. He concluded by praising 
Mexican trade policy, pointing out that investment in Mexico enjoyed a high level of legal 
certainty, that WTO reports placed it among those countries to have implemented the fewest 
protectionist measures in recent years, and that Mexico was participating actively in 
multilateral negotiations held at the WTO in order to make progress in the liberalisation of
services.

The following spoke: Adriana González Carrillo (PAN), Franziska Keller (Greens/EFA, 
DE) and Rabindranath Salazar Solorio (PRD)

7. Meeting with representatives of Mexican civil society

The Joint Parliamentary Committee welcomed to Xicotencatl House a group of 
representatives of Mexican civil society participating in the dialogue and monitoring forums 
together with Mexican and EU government institutions. Representatives of business, trade 
unions, agriculture, academia and civil society took part.

Norma Castañeda, coordinator of the EU-funded project to boost dialogue between civil 
society and EU and Mexican government institutions, was the first to take the floor and 
welcomed the opportunity to speak to EU and Mexican legislators within the framework of 
the JPC. She stressed the important role played by organised civil society in improving the 
Global Agreement and the Strategic Partnership and bringing these in line with current needs 
in Mexico and the EU, and she emphasised the added value of bringing to fruition the 
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ongoing efforts to provide a framework for dialogue between civil society and governments 
in the form of a Joint Consultative Committee. 

Mateo Lejarza (Collaboration mechanism) then gave an overview of the work carried out to 
boost participation of civil society in EU-Mexico relations: the dialogue forum, which had 
been held on five occasions; the agreement to create a citizens' observatory for social 
cohesion; and the forthcoming permanent mechanism in the form of the Joint Consultative 
Committee which would act as a permanent forum for dialogue with the other institutions in 
the partnership. María del Carmen Llamas (Mexican telephonists' union) spoke in favour 
of safeguarding Mexican workers' rights by creating a code of conduct which would serve to 
protect workers.

Stephan Sberro (Institute for European Integration Studies of the Mexico Autonomous 
Institute of Technology) focused on cooperation in academia and advocated greater content 
in the Strategic Partnership, giving examples of possible areas for action such as joint 
projects with Central America and cooperation with Haiti and Africa. María Luisa Aguirre
(Tlachinollan Organisation) then pointed out that, despite recent progress in the area of 
human rights legislation in Mexico, effective enforcement of the legislation was still proving 
challenging. 

Graciela Martínez (Peace Brigades International) stressed that human rights in particular 
were a cross-cutting element in EU-Mexico relations, and recalled that, despite the progress 
made, huge numbers of attacks, threats and murders were still being reported in Mexico. 
Daniel Joloy (Mexican Commission for the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights) 
observed that public safety in Mexico had, in the previous few years, gone beyond the issue 
of human rights and pointed out that daily life had not improved, despite improvements to 
legislation in this area. Finally, Verónica Rodríguez (Amnesty International) focused on 
human rights violations suffered by migrants crossing Mexico on their way to the USA and 
on the country's high levels of impunity. 

The following spoke: Satu Hassi (Greens/EFA, FI), Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI, ES), 
Enrique Guerrero Salom (S&D, ES), Sidonia Elzbieta Jedrzejewska (EPP, PL), Franziska 
Keller (Greens/EFA, DE), Teresa Jiménez-Becerril (EPP, ES) and Adriana González Carrillo 
(PAN)

WORKING SESSION II

8. Presentation on the green economy and renewable energy

Senator Eviel Pérez Magaña began by underscoring the need to step up efforts to develop a 
sustainable and green economy based on renewable energy. He believed it was important for 
public authorities to cooperate closely with companies, academic institutions and civil 
society, etc. when designing and making plans for this type of development. He referred to 
the first EU-CELAC summit held in January 2013 under the heading ‘Alliance for 
sustainable development: promoting investments of social and environmental quality’, during 
which the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean undertook to achieve sustainable 



PE503.012v01-00 6/26 PV\938683EN.doc

EN

development in its economic, social and environmental dimensions in an integrated and 
balanced way. They also reaffirmed the sovereign right of States over their own natural 
resources and their responsibility to preserve the environment. Similarly, they underscored
that the eradication of poverty was the greatest global challenge facing the world and that 
such development could not be achieved without it. Despite possessing substantial natural 
fossil fuel resources, Mexico had invested significantly in renewable energy by building a 
number of wind farms in particular which, as well as strengthening energy development, had 
been particularly beneficial to the rural communities in which they were found. As regards 
environmental policy, Mexico and the EU shared an ambitious approach which they 
defended in international forums. He concluded by stating that, when it comes to the creation 
of a green economy, the role of the legislators should be to establish legal bases and market 
incentives to enable businesses to develop suitable initiatives in areas such as ecotourism, 
environmentally-friendly transport and sustainable agriculture.

Satu Hassi then praised the EU’s ambitious approach towards the green economy and 
alternative energy in its Europe 2020 strategy. She stressed that investment in clean energy 
had already created a significant number of jobs, reduced the dependence on imported 
energy, made the energy markets more dynamic and reduced energy prices. She gave a brief 
overview of renewable energy legislation across EU Member States, pointing out that the 
best results had been achieved in those countries with the strictest legislation. She concluded 
by saying that the key to social acceptance of renewable energy lay in ensuring that local 
communities benefitted from renewable energy installations and that they saw the results of 
these in terms of job creation, protection of the environment, etc. 

The following spoke: Norbert Glante (S&D, DE), Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI, ES), Sidonia 
Elzbieta Jedrzejewska (EPP, PL), Ricardo Cortes Lastra (S&D, ES), César Octavio Pedroza 
Gaitán (PAN), Rabindranath Salazar Solorio (PRD), Laura Angélica Rojas Hernández 
(PAN), Martín de Jesús Vásquez Villanueva (PRI) and Blanca María del Socorro Alcalá 
(PRI)

9. Presentation on the importance of civil society involvement in Mexico and the EU

Carlos Augusto Morales López expressed concern about the major crisis suffered by 
political parties, which were no longer seen to be representing the population. He stressed 
that organised civil society had helped salvage the situation somewhat by playing an 
important role in governance and development. He noted that it was advisable to seek 
mechanisms to boost interaction between civil society and political leaders and praised the 
progress made in the JPC, which had set up structured dialogue with European and Mexican 
civil society. He then referred to the Pact for Mexico, which he believed could be enhanced 
by more active participation by Mexican civil society and which he said contained provisions 
for broad political reform to facilitate greater inclusion of civil society in political life. 

Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio followed on by saying that she was very grateful for the 
meeting with Mexican civil society held the previous day. When drafting and passing laws it 
was important that legislators had a good idea of public opinion about the matter at hand. 
European Parliament committees often took this approach. She was aware of the growing 
indifference that European citizens seemed to have towards their politicians and felt that 
steps towards more participatory democracy and greater scope for citizens’ initiatives were 
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required in order to counteract this trend. She outlined the main developments discussed 
during the JPC meeting with Mexican civil society. She concluded by recognising that the 
participation of civil society was particularly important when discussing topics such as 
security and the fight against crime, drug trafficking or gender violence.

The following spoke: Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, ES), Francisco Sosa Wagner (NI, ES), 
César Octavio Pedroza Gaitán (PAN), Adriana González Carrillo (PAN) and Sidonia 
Elzbieta Jedrzejewska (EPP, PL)

10. Meeting with the Undersecretaries of the Mexican Secretariat of the Interior

A number of members of the Joint Parliamentary Committee visited the Secretariat of the 
Interior for a working meeting with the Undersecretaries for Media Regulations (Eduardo 
Sánchez Hernández), Human Rights (Lía Limón García), Legislative Liaison (Felipe Solís 
Acero) and Population, Migration and Religious Affairs (Mercedes del Carmen Guillén 
Vicente). Undersecretary Eduardo Sánchez gave members a description of the six central 
themes of the security programme being implemented by President Peña Nieto’s 
government. 1) Appropriate, clear and specific planning focused on combating homicide, 
extortion and kidnappings, 2) a focus on prevention by means of a detailed analysis of crime 
and its causes, 3) upholding human rights, 4) coordination of all government security 
services under the leadership of the Secretariat of the Interior, 5) the implementation of a 
new, dynamic and effective judicial model to reduce the high levels of impunity, 6) 
assessment of and feedback related to the initiatives undertaken under the new programme. 
Members then heard about legislative reforms on detention, victims, protection, criminal 
proceedings, military justice, the protection of human rights activists, border-related issues 
and femicide.

The following spoke: Ricardo Cortes Lastra (S&D, ES), Rabindranath Salazar Solorio 
(PRD) and Sidonia Elzbieta Jedrzejewska (EPP, PL)

11. Working breakfast with European citizens living in Morelos State

The Joint Parliamentary Committee met a group of Europeans who were living in the State of 
Morelos, including: Christian Zwingli (Director General, Cuernavaca Swiss School), 
Bartolome Bazzardi and Luciano Prosperi (owners of the Boutique Hotel Antica Villa), 
Tiahoga Ruge (environmentalist and film director), Luis Cetto (owner, Productos de Uva 
S.A.), Pedro López (owner, Casa Bugambilia Tepoztlan and Bruguera Publishing House), 
Fabio Prado (Director General, Unilever Mexico), Juan José Vilatella (Director General, 
Saint-Gobain Mexico), Antonio Tarazena (Director General, Cementos Fortaleza) and 
Renate von Dorrer (owner, Hotel Misión del Sol). The excellent relations between the 
municipality and the foreign businessmen and -women were emphasised at the meeting, and 
Mexico’s close trade and investment relations with the EU were praised, as was the legal 
certainty for foreign direct investment in Mexico and the political stability which seemed to 
be provided by the Pact for Mexico.

The businessmen and -women present at the meeting told of their successful business 
experiences in education, the hotel and catering trade, and the chemical and food industries. 
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Those who spoke also stressed the importance of providing high quality education with an 
international and multilingual focus, as well as the need to create links between education 
establishments and businesses to facilitate students’ entry into the world of work and 
research. The merits of the State of Morelos were also highlighted as an area with good 
business prospects: human skills, tourism potential, climate, market potential, cultural 
interest, commitment to clean industry and political stability, demonstrated by the fact that 
the three main political parties in Mexico had all been in government in recent years, which 
was somewhat unusual.

The following spoke: Ricardo Cortes Lastra (S&D, ES) and Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, 
ES)

12. Seminar on new prospects for EU-Mexico cooperation 

The work of the Joint Parliamentary Committee concluded with a seminar concerning new 
prospects for cooperation between Mexico and the EU from 2014. Dr Juan Pablo Prado 
Lallande (Research Professor at the Meritorious Autonomous University of Puebla) and 
Stephan Vavrik (Deputy Head of the EU Delegation in Mexico) participated in the seminar.

Dr Juan Pablo Prado was the first to speak and praised the EU's commitment to 
development cooperation, pointing out that the EU was the world's biggest development aid 
donor. The distribution of development aid had traditionally been based on two criteria: 1) 
solidarity and development, and 2) subordination to the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy, prioritising aid to countries which the EU considered to be of strategic interest. 
Within the new financial framework from 2014, Mexico was likely to graduate from the new 
Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) as it had already reached a relatively high level 
of development and would thus no longer receive traditional bilateral cooperation aid. 
Cooperation between the EU and Mexico would thus be transformed, which was quite 
logical, given that current cooperation did not seem to be fitting for the growing political, 
economic and strategic relations between the two partners. He stressed that, despite the EU 
and Mexico having signed a Strategic Partnership agreement, the amount of cooperation aid 
received by Mexico had not increased, while aid from other donors had increased 
significantly. He thus suggested that the EU should give preferential cooperation treatment to 
Mexico in line with the closeness conveyed in the Global Agreement and Strategic 
Partnership, and that greater use should be made of co-financing possibilities in order to 
multiply the impact of funding. He also discussed the opportunities of boosting triangular 
cooperation, in which the EU would act as a promoter of south-south cooperation, using 
countries such as Mexico as a springboard.

Stephan Vavrik recognised that the EU had always endeavoured to strike a delicate balance 
when allocating funds to developing countries and those it considered to be of strategic 
importance – generally emerging and neighbouring countries – although the general 
perception was that the poorest countries had always been favoured. The new DCI would 
focus on the lowest income countries, meaning that Mexico would no longer be a recipient of 
bilateral aid under the instrument. In any event, Mexico would continue to be a recipient of 
regional cooperation with Central America and the Caribbean; funding under the Latin 
America Investment Facility (LAIF); thematic lines for civil society and human rights, and 
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bilateral cooperation under the new Partnership Instrument, which would enable elements of 
the Strategic Partnership to be taken up in greater detail.

Finally, Gabriela Cuevas thanked the EU for its support for internal development in 
Mexico. She agreed that allocating development aid was always complex and that a perfect 
distribution was impossible, stating that there was also internal debate in Mexico regarding 
the way in which development funds from the national budget were shared out between 
states. She was concerned about the likely loss of EU bilateral cooperation and about 
uncertainty with regard to the way in which aid would be structured from 2014. In this 
regard, she was in favour of setting up forums for exchange and discussion in order to 
identify new mechanisms for cooperation between the EU and Mexico.

The following spoke: Rabindranath Salazar Solorio (PRD), Ricardo Cortes Lastra (S&D, 
ES), Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, ES) and Gabriela Cuevas Barrón (PAN)

13. Lunch and presentation of the 'Morelos avocado' project

Members of the Joint Parliamentary Committee had lunch in the Malinche garden of the 
Hacienda de Cortés hotel where Juan Pablo Quintana, Director of PROCEI, and Jesús Arenas 
Cano, President of the State Avocado Produce System, presented the ‘Morelos avocado’ 
project. The project, financed by the EU-Mexico Competitiveness and Innovation Program 
(PROCEI), had been designed to organise market garden owners in the purchasing of 
supplies and the selling of produce and encompassed aspects such as advice, training and the 
implementation of operative control systems for the region's avocado gardens.

14. Final considerations, adoption of the Joint Declaration and date and place of the 16th 
Meeting of the JPC

Members of the JPC made their final comments about and changes to the Joint Declaration, 
which was adopted unanimously.

The 16th Meeting of the JPC EU-Mexico would be held in the EU in the second half of 2013.
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ANEXO I

PARLAMENTO EUROPEO

Delegación en la Comisión Parlamentaria Mixta Unión Europea-México
XV Reunión de la CPM UE-México

2-4 de mayo 2013
México D.F.  - Cuernavaca

Lista de Participantes

Miembros de la Delegación

Norbert GLANTE
S-D (DE)

Enrique 
GUERRERO 

SALOM
S-D (ES)

Małgorzata 
HANDZLIK
PPE (PL)

Satu HASSI
Verdes/ALE (FI)

Presidente
Ricardo CORTÉS 

LASTRA
S-D (ES)

Vicepresidente 1°
Santiago FISAS 

AYXELA
PPE (ES)
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Sidonia Elżbieta 
JĘDRZEJEWSKA

PPE (PL)

Teresa 
JIMÉNEZ-
BECERRIL
PPE (ES)

Franziska 
KELLER

VERDES/ALE 
(DE)

Francisco SOSA 
WAGNER

NI (ES)

Secretaría de la Delegación

Sr. José Javier FERNANDEZ FERNANDEZ, Jefe de Unidad

Sr. Julián CONTHE YOLDI, Administrador

Sra. Rosa-María LICOP CABO, Asistente

Consejeros Políticos

Sra. Silvia GONZALEZ DEL PINO, S-D

Sra. Gaby KUPPERS, VERDES/ALE

Sr. Pier RIZZA, PPE

Sr. Sergio SERVELLON, NI

Intérpretes

Sr. José Antonio SANCHEZ MARTINEZ (ES)

Sr. Fernando GONZALEZ (ES)

Sr. Thomas JAYES (EN)

Sr Reuben IRMAY (EN)
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ANEXO II

Delegación de la 

Cámara de Senadores

XV Reunión de 

la 

Comisión 

Parlamentaria Mixta

México-Unión Europea
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Sen. Omar 
Fayad Meneses
Estado de 
Hidalgo

PRI  

Sen. César 
Octavio Pedroza 
Gaitán

Estado de San 
Luis Potosí

PAN   

Sen. Adán 
Augusto López 
Hernández

Estado de 
Tabasco

PRD

Sen. Blanca María 
del Socorro Alcalá
Estado de Puebla
PRI

Sen. Gabriela 
Cuevas Barrón
Lista Nacional
PAN  

Sen. Laura 
Angélica Rojas 
Hernández
Lista Nacional
PAN  

Delegación de la Cámara de Diputados

XV Reunión de la

Comisión Parlamentaria Mixta

México-Unión Europea

Sen. Rabindranath 
Salazar Solorio
Estado de Morelos
PRD

Presidente

Sen. Eviel Pérez Magaña

Estado de Oaxaca

PRI  

Vicepresidente
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Dip. Héctor Humberto 
Gutiérrez de la Garza

Estado de Nuevo León

PRI   

Dip. Mauricio Sahui 
Rivero

Estado de Yucatán

PRI

Dip. Martín de Jesús 
Vásquez Villanueva

Estado de Oaxaca

PRI 

Dip. Adriana González Carrillo

Estado de México

PAN    

Vicepresidenta
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Dip. Carlos Augusto Morales López

Distrito Federal

PRD

Dip. Aurora de la Luz Aguilar 
Rodríguez 

Estado de Tlaxcala

PAN 
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ANEXO III

  

15TH MEETING OF THE 

EU-MEXICO

JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

2-4 May 2013

MEXICO CITY; MORELOS STATE 

Programme
Wednesday, 1 May                                                                 Mexico City

Arrival of the European Parliament Delegation at Mexico City 
International Airport

Transfer to the Hotel Marquis Reforma

Thursday, 2 May                                                                      Mexico City

7.45-9.15 EP Delegation: Breakfast at the hotel with the EU 
Ambassador to Mexico, Marie-Anne Coninsx, and EU 
Member State ambassadors to Mexico. Hotel Marquis Reforma

8.30-9.30 Mexican Congress Delegation: Working breakfast at 
Xicoténcatl House. Salón Colosio.

9.15-9.35 EP Delegation transfer to Xicoténcatl House.

9.40-10.40 European Parliament Delegation meeting with the leaders of 
the main parliamentary groups in the Mexican Congress. 
Xicoténcatl House. Salón Colosio.
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10.40-11.25 Opening ceremony, patio, Xicoténcatl House. Speakers: 
President of the Chamber of Deputies Francisco Arroyo Vieyra; 
President of the Chamber of Senators, Ernesto Cordero Arroyo
and the Co-Chairs of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee, Rabindranath Salazar and Ricardo Cortés Lastra.

11.25-11.35 Official photo, Xicoténcatl House. 

Working meetings of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (Xicoténcatl House).

11.40-11.50 Adoption of the agenda.

11.50-12.00 Approval of minutes of 14th Meeting of the EU-Mexico JPC 
(Strasbourg). 

12.00-13.30
Topic 1 (Political, economic and social situation in Mexico and
the EU). With discussion time.
Mexican rapporteur: Martín de J. Vásquez Villanueva (PRI)
European rapporteur:   Enrique Guerrero Salom (S&D, ES)

13.30-15.00 Topic 4 (15 years of the EU-Mexico Global Agreement). With 
discussion time.
Mexican rapporteur: César Octavio Pedroza Gaitán (PAN)
European rapporteur:   Santiago Fisas Ayxela (EPP, ES)

15.00-15.10 Transfer to El Cardenal Restaurant (Calle de Palma, 23)

15.10-16.50 Lunch provided by Mexican Senate, El Cardenal (Palma)
-Speech by EU Ambassador in Mexico, Marie-Anne Coninsx.
-Speech by Mexican Ambassador to the EU, Sandra 
Fuentes-Berain.
Recognition of the work of former Senator José Guadarrama 
Márquez by the European Parliament Delegation to Mexico.

16.50-17.00 Transfer to Xicoténcatl seat.

17.00-18.45 Meeting of EU-Mexico JPC members with representatives of 
Mexican civil society participating in the dialogue and 
monitoring forums in the context of discussions between civil 
society and EU and Mexican government institutions. 
Representatives from business, trade unions, agriculture, academia 
and civil society organisations.

18.45-19.45 EP delegation transfer to Hotel Marquis Reforma.
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19.45-20.00 Transfer to the Ministry.

20.10-22.00 Dinner provided by the Foreign Affairs Secretariat. 
(Presence of the Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs, Ambassador 
Carlos de Icaza. Discussions with members of the EU-Mexico 
JPC).
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Friday, 3 May                             Mexico City - Cuernavaca, Morelos State

7.45-8.45 EP Delegation: Breakfast in the hotel.

8.45-9.15 EP Delegation: Hotel check-out.

9.15-9.30 Transfer to meeting venue, Xicoténcatl House.

9.30-11.00 Topic 2 (Green economy and renewable energy). With discussion 
time.

Mexican rapporteur: Eviel Pérez Magaña (PRI)
European rapporteur: Satu Hassi (Greens/EFA, FI)

11.00-12.30 Topic 3 (The importance of civil society involvement in Mexico 
and the European Union). With discussion time.

Mexican rapporteur: Carlos Augusto Morales López  (PRD)
European rapporteur: Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio (EPP, 
ES)

12.30-13.00 Press conference with the Co-Chairs of the JPC (Rabindranath 
Salazar and Ricardo Cortés Lastra).
(Coffee break)

13.00-13.30 Transfer to the Office of the Mexican Secretariat of the Interior.

13.30-14.30 Meeting of the delegations of the European Parliament and of 
the Mexican Congress with the Undersecretaries of the 
Secretariat of the Interior (Bucareli offices).
  

14.30-15.00 Transfer to the Antigua Hacienda de Tlalpan restaurant.

15.00-17.00 Lunch provided by the Chamber of Deputies of the Congress of 
the Union in the Antigua Hacienda de Tlalpan restaurant.
Participation of the Director General for Cooperation and 
Internationalisation at the National Autonomous University of 
Mexico, Armando Lodigiani. 

17.00-18.00 Transfer to Jiutepec, Morelos State.

18.40 Arrival at the Hotel Hacienda de Cortés (Jiutepec, Morelos).

19.00-20.00 Check-in and free time at the Hacienda de Cortés Hotel.
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20.00-20.30 Welcome drink, Hacienda de Cortés Hotel, provided by the 
Governor of Morelos State, Graco Ramírez.

20.30-22.30 Dinner for members of the EU-Mexico JPC provided by the 
Governor of Morelos State, Graco Ramírez (together with the 
cabinet, state authorities and special guests).
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Saturday, 4 May                         Cuernavaca, Morelos State -Mexico City

9.00-11.00 EU-Mexico JPC working breakfast with European residents of 
Morelos State (Hotel Hacienda de Cortés), with the presence of the 
Governor of the State of Morelos, Graco Ramírez.

11.00-11.30 Press conference with national media and local media from Morelos 
State.

11.30-13.00
Seminar on ‘New prospects for EU-Mexico cooperation’ with the 
participation of experts from academia (Dr Juan Pablo Prado 
Lallande, research professor at the Meritorious Autonomous University 
of Puebla, and Stephan Vavrik, Deputy Head of the EU Delegation in 
Mexico).

Mexican rapporteur: Gabriela Cuevas Barrón (PAN)

13.00-13.45 Review and adoption of the Joint Declaration, final considerations 
and date and place of the 16th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint
Parliamentary Committee.

13.45-14.00 Official local photograph (in Morelos State).

14.00-15.30
Lunch in the Malinche garden of the Hotel Hacienda de Cortés. 
Presentation of the 'Morelos avocado' project, funded by the EU-Mexico 
Competitiveness and Innovation Program (PROCEI). Participants: Juan 
Pablo Quintana Calles, Director of PROCEI, and Jesús Arenas Cano, 
President of the State Avocado Produce System.

15.50
Departure to Mexico City and transfer to Mexico City Airport or to 
the Hotel Marquis Reforma, as required.

Performance by the Tlayacapan Band (Morelos State).



PE503.012v01-00 22/26 PV\938683EN.doc

EN

ANNEX IV

MEXICO-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

15th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee

2-4 May 2013, Mexico City, State of Morelos 

The delegations of the Congress of the Union of the United Mexican States and of the 
European Parliament to the Mexico-European Union Joint Parliamentary Committee (hereafter 
JPC), upon the conclusion of their 15th meeting held in Mexico City and in the State of Morelos, 
Mexico, have agreed on the following:

Joint Declaration

1. The Mexican and European delegations congratulate each other on the holding and the 

outcome of the 15th Meeting of the Mexico-European Union Joint Parliamentary Committee and 

believe it is promising that, despite the fact that, in September and December 2012 respectively, 

a new parliamentary term began in Mexico and there was a change of government, the existing 

relationship between the two parties and the soundness of the work undertaken have been 

maintained. They therefore consider it vital to maintain the system of biannual meetings, held 

alternately in Mexico and Europe. 

2. The international economic crisis – now in its fifth year – has made it very clear that 

many challenges lie ahead and that, in particular, there is a need for global economic 

governance, for better and more supervision of the financial system and for tools that provide 

coordination and internal discipline, including balanced budgets, and that prevent, to the 

greatest possible extent, new economic imbalances and, in particular, address the high and 

unjustified price currently being paid by society. The Parliamentary Committee is committed to 

promoting measures to boost growth, jobs and the best trade and entrepreneurial practices 

which contribute to these.  

3. The Parliamentary Committee is confident that the new Mexican Government and the 

legislative reforms which have been implemented thus far are making a positive contribution for 

Mexico. Similarly, it is confident that the 'Pact for Mexico' represents a tool to facilitate 

agreement between the country's main political powers which, it is hoped, will play a role in 
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confronting the more serious problems faced by Mexico such as latent insecurity and the 

profound economic inequality as a result of which over 50 million Mexicans are living in poverty. 

Both delegations urge the signatories of the 'Pact for Mexico' to continue working to boost the 

involvement of the Mexican Senate and Congress in the Pact's implementation.

4. The Parliamentary Committee is pleased to note that the Mexican economy has stood 

firm in the face of the global crisis and recognises how important it is that Mexico is currently 

acting as a magnet for investment projects which simultaneously help to boost Mexico's political 

position on the world stage and, in particular, its capacity as a strategic partner for the European 

Union, which, it is hoped, will result in a better standard of living for Mexican citizens.

5. The 15th political dialogue meeting at parliamentary level was held not long after the 

15th anniversary of the signing of the Economic Partnership and Political Coordination and 

Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the United Mexican States. This 

instrument, also known as the Global Agreement, was the most ambitious agreement signed up 

to that point between the European Union and a third country, and meant that Mexico became 

the first country to have free trade relations with the world's two most important economic blocs. 

The European Union has encouraged the implementation of association agreements with other 

Latin American countries and is currently negotiating trade agreements with Japan and Canada. 

Trade between the European Union and Mexico has grown steadily since the Global Agreement 

came into force. 

6. Consequently, and bearing in mind recent developments in trade sectors not included in 

the Global Agreement, such as telecommunications, energy and transport, significant changes 

to the Global Agreement are required in order to optimise it and to increase the potential of the 

Strategic Partnership, to the benefit of both parties. Both delegations agree that, after 15 years 

of the Global Agreement, the relationship and notably those areas which have not seen the 

expected results in the fields of the economy, cooperation and political dialogue, need to be 

reassessed.

7. The Parliamentary Committee would like to see the Global Agreement updated in 

parallel and in a manner consistent with future negotiations on a trade and investment 

agreement between the EU and the United States, to ensure that such an agreement does not 

create significant distortions in the trade relationship between the EU and Mexico.

8. The Parliamentary Committee undertakes to promote measures which foster diversity in 

the economy and which probe those sectors and areas which the bilateral relations have not 

exploited. Currently, according to data from the Organisation of American States, approximately 

96 % of trade between Mexico and the European Union takes place in just 7 of the 27 EU 

Member States and over 93 % of investment from the EU is limited to just 6 of Mexico's 32 

federal entities. 

9. In terms of cooperation, both parties regret that as a result of new differentiation criteria, 

Mexico is no longer a beneficiary of development cooperation aid from the European Union as it 

is now considered an upper middle income country. In this context, however, both parties are in 

favour of reviewing the outcome of bilateral cooperation projects and agree that the inequitable 

distribution of income in Mexico means that a comprehensive review of Mexico's needs and 
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potential must take place. Similarly, both parties approve of the recently created Mexican 

Agency for International Development Cooperation and call for it to become a tool that ensures 

that development resources are used efficiently. The delegations undertake to keep a close eye 

on new opportunities which lead to new cooperation criteria, with the main aim of putting paid to 

inequality and poverty.

10. The Joint Parliamentary Committee takes the view that the planned cutting-back on 

cooperation with Latin American countries in general and Mexico in particular requires further, 

more detailed analysis that takes account of the social reality in the countries in this region and 

is not based solely on the criterion of those countries' gross domestic product.

11. The Parliamentary Committee is keen to step up parliamentary analysis of progress 

made and outcomes in the area of social cohesion under the 2007-2013 bilateral cooperation 

programme, which serves as a testing ground with a view to promoting social cohesion in 

Mexico by improving access to basic services and public programmes in the social sector. The 

first part of this programme has made a visible impact and it is hoped that the second part will 

help create even more conclusive results which will enable further encouragement of social 

cohesion in Mexico.

12. In terms of political dialogue in EU-Mexico relations, three years have passed since the 

Mexico-European Union Strategic Partnership Joint Executive Plan was presented and the 

parties welcome in particular the progress made in and the continuation of high-level 

specialised dialogues in areas such as human rights, justice and security and the environment. 

Both parties undertake to monitor and push for action to make this dialogue more effective. 

Likewise, the Mexican and European delegations agree that significant changes must be made 

in order to unlock the full potential of the Strategic Partnership and the Global Agreement for the 

benefit of both parties.

13. The Parliamentary Committee reaffirms the need to deepen political and parliamentary 

dialogue as an essential instrument to strengthen and expand bilateral relations, confirming 

their mutual commitment at parliamentary level to broaden relations in areas including the 

economy and bilateral political cooperation and coordination, in view of the importance of 

parliamentary dialogue in improving the effectiveness of policy in many sectors.

14. Given that defending, promoting and upholding human rights is one of the foundations of 

EU-Mexico bilateral relations, both parties undertake to keep up efforts to protect and foster 

respect for human rights as well as preventing, resolving and pursuing human rights violations 

and addressing impunity, by exchanging experience and best practice in this area in view, in 

particular, of the 'European Year of Citizens'.

15. The Parliamentary Committee welcomes the Mexican constitutional reform in the field of 

human rights, which entered into force in 2011 and enshrined the protection of human rights in 

the Constitution, in line with international treaties.  

16. The Parliamentary Committee reaffirms its recognition of the important role played by 

civil society in forming more democratic, inclusive governments and takes the view that the 

agreements made, particularly those made at the five dialogue forums held thus far on dialogue 
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between civil society and government institutions in Mexico and the EU should be maintained 

and complied with. Similarly, it respects the way in which Mexican and European civil society is 

represented as demonstrated by the conclusions of the third and fourth dialogue forums. 

Likewise, the delegations of the Mexican Congress and the European Parliament agree to act 

as discussion partners with Mexican and European civil society organisations as proposed by 

the organisations themselves at the fifth European Union-Mexico civil society dialogue forum 

held in Brussels on 25 and 26 October 2012.

17. The Joint Parliamentary Committee calls for the Joint Advisory Committee for dialogue 

between civil society and government institutions in Mexico and the European Union to be 

brought into operation, in line with the dialogue held with representatives of civil society from 

both parties and as underlined in three of its previous joint declarations (10, 12 and 13).

18. Similarly, the Committee calls for cooperation to be stepped up in relation to action to 

combat violence against women and eradicate gender inequality.

19. The Parliamentary Committee is in favour of exploring and promoting new trends in the 

generation of clean energy in the various energy-producing sectors.

20. Similarly, the delegations are in favour of promoting the Green Economy from a holistic 

economic point of view, based on European Union experience in innovation and the 

management of new, alternative forms of energy. The Mexican and European delegations 

undertake to encourage dialogue focused specifically on Green Economy projects, and thus 

promote clean energy projects geared to each energy sector.

21. Both parties express their greatest interest in using international instruments such as the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Conferences of the Parties 

(COP) as well as the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20, in order 

to deal with global issues such as climate change, environmental degradation, renewable 

energy, etc.

22. Similarly, the Parliamentary Committee undertakes to boost compliance with the 

Millennium Development Goals and play an active part in building the post-2015 development 

agenda. 

23. The Parliamentary Committee also proposes developing possibilities for cooperation on 

security and law enforcement matters within the framework of the Strategic Partnership, as 

provided for in section 3.3 of the Mexico-European Union Strategic Partnership Joint Executive 

Plan. 

24. The Parliamentary Committee presses for bilateral relations between the EU and Latin 

America and the Caribbean to be strengthened, specifically within the framework of the Euro-

Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (EUROLAT), trusting that the negotiations held and the 

agreements made in Santiago, Chile, in January will be followed through and that the 

commitment to strengthen bi regional cooperation as a main instrument for peace and 

international balance within a vital partnership will be upheld.
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25. The delegations of the Mexican Congress and of the European Parliament believe that 

one of the most important commitments made during this 15th meeting is to ensure that 

parliamentary meetings drive the resolution of bilateral challenges. In particular, the parties 

believe that it is essential that these forums implicitly require the exercise of effective 

parliamentary scrutiny which allows for greater monitoring of EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 

Committee agreements so that these are taken into account to the greatest possible extent by 

the Joint Council and so that they are followed up in meetings of the Joint Committee, thus also 

helping to ensure continuous interaction with bodies that monitor and assess bilateral relations.

26. The Parliamentary Committee welcomes the outcome of the meeting and the special 

interaction with diverse sectors of politics and society in Mexico and agrees to give greater 

impetus to bilateral parliamentary relations in the run-up to the next meeting scheduled for the 

second half of 2013 in Europe.

27. Finally, the Parliamentary Committee calls on the Mexican Congress and the European 

Parliament to boost and intensify their activities in relation to assessing the impact and added 

value of the legislation they adopt, including legislation relating to the implementation of the EU-

Mexico Global Agreement and Strategic Partnership, and it consequently proposes that a joint 

pilot project be carried out to assess the impact and added value, which could then be 

submitted to and considered at a forthcoming meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee

     _________________________                                            ______________________

   Rabindranath Salazar Solorio                                         Ricardo Cortés Lastra

Chair                                                                           Chair
EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee                 EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee


