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EU-CHILE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

 

Draft Joint Declaration 
 

XVII Meeting of the European Union – Chilean National Congress Joint 

Parliamentary Committee 

 

Wednesday, 26 September 2012 

  

Brussels, Belgium 

 

 
The Delegations of the European Parliament and the Chilean National Congress 

participating in the XVII Meeting of the European Union – Chilean National Congress 

Joint Parliamentary Committee, headed by their co-Chairs, António CORREIA DE 

CAMPOS and Pablo LORENZINI, pursuant to the JPC rules of procedure and Article 9 

of the EU-Chile Association Agreement, signed in 2002, following the conclusion of the 

work at that meeting, hereby agree the following 

 

 

JOINT DECLARATION 

 

Both parties: 

 

 

1. Highlight the work performed both at the regular meetings of the Bureau and those held 

within the framework of the European Union-Latin America Assembly (EuroLat), which 

enable the agenda and programmes for joint activities to be established and hence 

contribute to strengthening bilateral relations; 

 

2. Are in mutual agreement, after assessing the political, economic and social developments 

in their regions and the world, that the competent authorities must take all the necessary 

measures to prevent another global economic and financial crisis, which would have 

undesirable effects on the global population and society; point out especially that action 

should be taken to re-launch economic growth and create jobs, increase the solvency of 

their economies, reduce public debt, strengthen measures to simulate investment and 

stabilise the financial markets; 

 

3. Take the view that the European Union, which is faced with a serious economic and 

financial crisis that is threatening the euro, must achieve full economic and monetary 
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union, restore strong economic growth (with an emphasis on education and innovation), 

financially support its Member States undermined by the crisis, on acceptable conditions, 

and reinforce its democratic legitimacy; 

 

4. Praise the political and economic stability in Chile which, despite the serious global 

economic and financial crisis, has managed to achieve sustained economic growth owing 

mainly to the increase in investment and internal and external demand, which has 

enabled solid public financing of measures to promote economic activity and create jobs, 

and the raising of tax levels to help reconstruction in that country following the 2010 

earthquake; 

 

5. Highlight the social mobilisation processes typical of the recent economic climate in 

Chile and some Member States and point to the need to maintain constructive dialogue 

with civil society organisations as a peaceful means of channelling their desires and 

aspirations through existing institutional machinery and, in particular, representative 

bodies; 

 

6. Emphasise that ever since it was first implemented almost ten years ago, the Association 

Agreement has provided major benefits to both parties, especially in the fields of political 

dialogue, trade and cooperation, and that its mechanisms are working effectively and  

helping, inter alia, to strengthen bilateral relations in a dynamic and efficient manner, 

without this meaning that those mechanisms might still be fine tuned;  

 

7. Highlight the need to update the cooperation established under the Association 

Agreement and to adapt this to the new social and economic realities in the EU and in 

Chile and to its stage of development; stress the need to frame more clearly new areas of 

cooperation to which both parties can contribute equally, expand areas of shared interest 

and pinpoint new types of partnership for bilateral cooperation. point, more particularly, 

to the meeting ‘EU-LAC development cooperation: the challenges post 2015’, which will 

be held in Santiago del Chile on 2 October 2012, as an opportunity to exchange views on 

how to approach cooperation from a fresh perspective; 

 

8. Highlight the progress made in Chile-European Union cooperation in the period 

2007-2013, which has mainly been in the fields of social cohesion, competitiveness and 

higher education and welcomes the successful running of the programme ‘Modernisation 

of the State: a participatory state at the service of the public’, as an instrument aiming in 

that direction; 

 

9. Repeat the recommendation that the contents of the Association Agreement and the 

opportunities it offers should be better publicised and disseminated, especially as to the 

public and small and medium-sized enterprises, which are the main generators of 

employment both in Chile and in the European Union; 

 

10. Welcome the results of the Erasmus Mundus-Ventanilla Chile programme, and of the 

other EU programmes in which Chile is a partner, owing to the significant contribution 

these make to education, which is a key factor in the preparation of the human capital of 

the countries participating; 
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11. Note the stage reached in the negotiations between the Republic of Chile and the 

European Union to conclude the EU-Chile Understanding on the Conservation of 

Swordfish Stocks in the South-Eastern Pacific Ocean and once again express the hope 

again that this process be finalised as swiftly as possible; welcome the ratification by the 

National Congress of Chile of membership of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries 

Management Organisation (OROP-PS); 

 

12. Highlight the fact that there is still a reliance on third countries for energy supplies. In 

that connection, Chile and the European Union express the great worth of developing 

alternative renewable energy resources which can reduce their external dependency and 

gradually substitute for carbon-producing energy sources, whose adverse effects are 

threatening the environment and are major contributors to climate change; hope that the 

20% target for renewable energies can be achieved by 2020; are in mutual agreement that 

focus should be placed on Article 22 of the Association Agreement concerning 

cooperation in the energy sector with a view to the facilitating the introduction of 

effective energy policies, investment and job creation;   

 

13. Welcome the success of bilateral cooperation in the field of science and technology, 

which since the entry into force of the Agreement in this field (I January 2007) has 

enabled scientific and technological cooperation to be intensified in areas of common 

interest and Chile to enter the European Research Area;  highlight also the burgeoning 

participation of Chilean researchers in the EU’s Seventh Framework Programme; are 

aware of the key role played by science, technology and innovation in achieving 

sustainable development, which could be awarded a more proactive role in strengthening 

regional and bi-regional cooperation in this field; 

 

14. Recognise the strategic importance of the ties that Latin America and the Caribbean have 

with the European Union and the value of the Bi-Regional Summits as a vital forum for 

driving their Strategic Partnership; in this connection, the Delegation from the European 

Parliament expresses its gratitude for the efforts the Chilean authorities are making to 

ensure the success of the Ist EU-LAC Summit, which is to be held in Santiago del Chile 

in January 2013 and especially welcomes the theme of that Summit: ‘Alliance for 

sustainable development:  promoting investments of environmental and social quality’. 

both sides emphasise that they are willing and available to take part in the preparations 

for this Summit and to ensure that it runs smoothly;    

 

15. Welcome the provisional entry into operation of the EU-LAC Foundation and advocate 

the conclusion of the International Agreement that will provide it with definitive effect, 

to enable close contacts to be established with it; 

 

16. Recommend that the institutional role of the parliaments and parliamentary diplomacy be 

reinforced by way of exchanges, meetings and any other forms still to be decided; 

 

17. Call on the European Commission and the Chilean authorities to keep the EU-Chile JPC 

regularly informed on any draft legislation that may affect the Association Agreement;  
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18. Express their gratitude to the Chilean Embassy to the European Union and the 

representatives of the European Commission and the European External Action Service 

for their support and provision of information at the Meeting; 

 

19. Express their intention to forward this Declaration to the members of the Association 

Council and reiterate the value of the co-Chairs of the EU-Chile JPC attending future 

meetings of that Council; 

 

20. Agree on the following calendar of activities for 2013: 

 

- To hold the XVIII Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee, in Chile, 

on 21 and 22 January 2013; 

 

- To hold the XIX Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee, in 

Brussels, on 28 and 29 May 2013; 

 

- To hold the next Meeting of the Bureau in Brussels on 1 October 2013; 

 

- To hold the XX Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee, in Chile, in  

January 2014. 

 

 

 

 

Signed in Brussels, on 26 September 2012  

 

 

 

Delegation of the European Parliament 

to the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antonio Correia de Campos 

Chair 

Delegation of the National Congress of Chile 

to the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pablo Lorenzini 

Chair 

 

 


