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Summary

Subject Visit to Denmark

Objectives

Main objective:

- To obtain a better insight on the ground into development
strategies, priorities in the operational programs and main
projects in the present period of 2007-2013;

- To gather first-hand expertise about how cohesion policy is
implemented in Denmark's regions that belong to
Competitiveness and Employment Regions

Specific objectives:

- To learn about synergies between cohesion policy and
innovation policy, support to SMEs, interaction between public
and private sector, high-tech clusters

Date 30 May to 01 June 2012

Places Copenhagen (Denmark)

Participants

The delegation consists of 5 Members and substitute Members of the
Committee on Regional Development: MEP Georgios Stavrakakis
(S&D, Greece), Chair of the delegation, MEP Constanze Angela Krehl
(S&D, Germany), MEP Marie-Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid (EPP,
France), MEP Joachim Zeller (EPP, Germany), MEP Oldřich Vlasák
(ECR, Czech Republic).

The list of participants is attached in the annexe.
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Wednesday, 30 May
16:00 - 17:00

Presentation of  the  Operational Programs in Denmark elaborated within the
frame of National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF) for the  programming
period 2007-2013 by Preben Gregersen, Regional Policy Director

17:30 - 18:30
Meeting with with the Chair of the Municipal Affairs Committee

(Kommunaludvalget of the Folketinget), Mrs Liv Holm Andersen)

The programme of the delegation started in the afternoon with the presentation of the
Operational Programs in Denmark by Preben Gregersen, Regional Policy Director.

In the programming period 2007-2013 all Danish regions are eligible under the
Regional Competitiveness and Employment Objective. Denmark has translated the
broad priorities from the NSRF into 2 Operational Programmes (OPs):
- ERDF programme Innovation and Knowledge (EUR 245,1 million, ERDF);
- ESF programme More and Better Jobs composed of two Priorities: Priority 1: A
Qualified Workforce (Better Jobs), (EUR 152,7 milion) and Priority 2: Expansion of
the Workforce (More Jobs), (EUR 92,4 million)
According to the Danish National Strategic Reference Framework, the EU funding
will be invested in four strategic growth drivers: Development of human resources –
focused on developing the country’s human resources. Actions aim at upgrading the
qualifications of the workforce and developing managerial skills (through trainings,
reinforcing innovation in enterprises and promoting better use of new technologies)
and increasing employment and self-employment (by enhancing skills, supporting
entrepreneurship, and promoting "active ageing" and flexible forms of working);
Establishment and development of new enterprises – Actions include specialist
advice, access to the capital, creation of networks and development of entrepreneurial
skills. Innovation, knowledge sharing and knowledge building – focused on
supporting the conditions for market-based sustainable innovation. Actions include
reinforcing the collaboration between enterprises and knowledge institutions, building
cluster-based competency and strengthening the capacity of enterprises to exploit new
knowledge. Utilisation of new technology – focused on improving the use of,
transfer of, access to and exchange of new technology. Actions include creation of the
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) infrastructure, digitalisation of the
services of the public sector, and increase of the use of ICT in educational institutions.
The focus is also placed on areas facing structural difficulties, urban areas and rural
areas; environmental policy; equal opportunity policy; employment policy.
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Danish NSRF includes a significant commitment to the Lisbon Strategy for jobs and
growth, as it is allocating a substantial share (92%) of its investment directly to
elements of the Lisbon Strategy, presently replaced by Europe 2020.

The presentation included numbers for executed payments for the Structural funds
programmes (2007-2013). For the ERDF programme EUR 200,7 million of 245,1 of
total allocation has been approved as of 30/04/2012.
The presentation was followed by the discussion on the uniqueness of having one
operational programme for the whole country for the ERDF fund and its effect on
establishing good framework conditions for Danish enterprises as far as
entrepreneurship, innovation and use of new technology are concerned.

During the second point of the Agenda: the meeting in the Danish Parliament, after a
short visit at the gallery of the Folketinget's chamber and observing the debate on the
taxation reform in Denmark, the Members held a short meeting with the Chair of the
Municipal Affairs Committee, Mrs Liv Holm Andersen. During an exchange of views
the Members presented the main elements of the Parliament's position on the future
Cohesion Policy and put questions on the position of the Danish Committee on the
Commission's proposal for the legislative package 2014-20201.

1 As a follow-up of this meeting, the REGI Chair, Danuta Huebner, received a visit of seven Members
of the Municipal Affairs Committee together with their Chair, Mrs Andersen on the 19th of June in
Brussels (the Danish Committee was on a study trip in Brussels).
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Thursday, 31 May
08:30 - 10:30

Business Link Greater Copenhagen/Vaeksthus Greater Copenhagen – support
to Startups & SME’s with growth ambitions
(venue: Symbion Business Link Greater Copenhagen)

11:00 - 12:00
Meeting with Mr Michael Zilmer-Johns, State Secretary for Foreign Policy

(venue: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Asiatisk Plads 2, 1448 Copenhagen K)

13:00 - 13:30 Press point
(venue: European's Parliament's Information Office, Europa-Huset,
Gothersgade 115, DK-1123 København K)

14:00 - 15:30
Project meeting at the residential area Gyldenrigsparken

(venue: Gyldenrisparken, Amagerbrogade 264 2300 Copenhagen S.)

16:00 - 17:00
Meeting with Local Government Denmark with the press point

(venue: Local Government Denmark (LGDK), Weidekampsgade 10, Box 3370)

The second day of the delegation started with a visit at the Business Park Greater
Copenhagen which hosts projects financed by the structural funds. Business Park
Greater Copenhagen offers free of charge guidance to start-ups and businesses with
ambitions to growth. The Business Park offers also to SME’s a range of project-
opportunities including projects focusing on Public-Private Cooperation and
Innovation.
The two-hours meeting started with the presentation of Accelerace which is a project
aimed at start-up companies and involving approx. 250 start-ups. The total budget for
the project is approx. 13.500.000 EUR. Their main focus is a training programme for
start-up companies, which takes 12 months. The project has been inspired by Silicon
Valley's evidence that entrepreneurship can play a major role for economic
development in the future and that the most successful are serious entrepreneurs that
have already the experience of establishing 4-5 start-ups. Therefore Accelerace can
follow their entrepreneurs for 5 years after starting the company and try to gather data
on the personal skills and competences of the most successful entrepreneurss. They
have a database with 65 thousand start-ups that they have been following for last 20
years. They have a special selection method for the companies whom they decide to
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support and train and the successful serious entrepreneurs are among the trainers. One
important element of the project is a constant creation of networks. The presentation
was followed by the exchange of views with the Members who expressed their
interest in the methodological and scientific approach to the project and were
interested in communication methods applied by the project.

A second part of this visit was devoted to the presentation of "Væksthusene" –
regional business development centres by the CEO of the Vaeksthus
Hovedstadsregionen (business development centre of the capital region) Mrs Marlene
Haugaard. Since 2007, five regionally based business development centres, the
Vaeksthuse, have been providing assistance to new and smaller businesses with
potential for growth. The Vaeksthuse are owned by the 98 Danish municipalities. A
Vaeksthus works with the enterprises to identify potential areas of growth and refers
to private service providers such as banks, accountants and lawyers and to a large
number of public actors who may help the enterprises to realize their potential. The
Vaeksthus also acts as project operators of initiatives with regional or EU funding
developing new opportunities and knowledge to the benefit of enterprises. A
Vaeksthus is staffed with experienced advisers and coaches, often with an executive
background from private companies, but also with representatives from a wide range
of stakeholders. The Vaeksthuse collaborate closely with the local public business
service that in many cases refer enterprises to a more focused advice in the Vaeksthus.
Altogether they work with 2650 companies and the projects funded by the EU
structural funds are very important.
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This part of the programme was finished by the presentation on the public-private
innovation which is increasing in Denmark driven by the aging of population and an
increase in public expenditures connected with this phenomenon. These problems are
addressed at the local level through public-private innovation that should provide
companies with new growth opportunities. An example of the project, partly financed
by the EU structural funds was presented: "lev-vel" (live-better) which addresses the
issue of ageing through introduction of health technology to the old people's home
such as development of the bicycle for vanes' activation that could reduce utilisation
of the medical stockings. The Members were interested in the mechanisms that can
create a culture of innovation and the questions on the legal regulation of tender
procedures were raised during the discussion that finished the meeting in the Business
Park Greater Copenhagen.

The second point of this day’s programme was dedicated to the meeting with the
Danish Presidency. Because of the early scheduled visit of the Minister of the
European Affairs to Turkey, the Delegation met Mr Michael Zilmer-Johns, State
Secretary for Foreign Policy. During the exchange of views Mr Zilmer-Johns has
informed that the Council managed to adopt General Approach on 6 negotiating
blocks on the 26th of April but there were still important issues to be discussed such
as thematic concentration, financing instruments, revenue-generating projects. From
the EP side Mrs Krehl, the co-Rapporteur on the Common Provisions Regulation
emphasised that the REGI Committee will have a mandate to start negotiations on all
the legislative package already in July and she mentioned the main conflicting subject
between the two institutions that already emerge such as the partnership agreement,
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code of conduct, macroeconomic conditionality, ex-ante conditionalities, performance
reserve, CEF. The Members and the Danish State Secretary have repeatedly
emphasised that the Parliament for the first time after the Lisbon Treaty is acting as an
equal co-decision partner of the Council in this legislative procedure. The meeting
was followed by a press point with local media at the Copenhagen EP Information
Office which focused on the lessons learned from the projects visited in Copenhagen
and on the Danish Presidency.

The next point on Agenda was an on-site visit to the Gylderigsparken, which is a
coherent residential area in Copenhagen that went through an extensive renovation
with a considerable involvement of the City of Copenhagen. This project can serve as
a model example for urban planning with an active participation of the local
community and it has already attracted visitors from many European and non-
European countries. The project visit started with a meeting with people involved in
the revitalisation plan: architects, persons working with the Social master plan (a
project manager, a social worker), and representative of the residents' organisation
that is a co-owner of the residential area. During the discussion the Members were
interested in a very specific model of a non-profit housing association organised like
Gyldenrigsparken. It was interesting to discover the fact that 20% of the Danish
population live in what other countries call social housing when Denmark is
considered among the richest EU-countries. The Members have reflected on the
differences among the housing models in the EU countries which have implications
on the difficulty of founding a common definition of housing eligible for support from
the structural funds in the next financing period. During the on-site visit the Members
have seen examples of renovated apartments with new insulation and new double-
glazed windows, a day care centre for children, and several recreation areas and open
court yards. The day care centre was built as a 'Passive house' with high insulation
levels, low energy windows facing south, heavy constructions for passive solar heat
absorption, and a 'green roof' which reduces and delays water discharge and cools
down the building throughout the summer The result is a building with energy
consumption 50% lower than what is required today by the regulations.

The next meeting took place at the Local Government Denmark (LGDK) with Mr.
Henning Jensen, vice-chairman of the International Committee of LGDK and
councillor of Næstved Municipality, Member of the CoR and Mr. Jens Arne
Hedegaard, member of the International Committee of LGDK and councillor of
Brønderslev Municipality, Member of COTER of the CoR, and Members of the
LGDK Secretariat. During the meeting the division of responsibilities between local
and regional level in Denmark was presented. As the result of the reform of 2007 that
reduced the number of municipalities from 271 to 98, the municipalities took over
numerous tasks that before were placed at the regional level, among other things
environmental control, adult education and specialized social services. The primary
tasks of the remaining 5 regions regions are specialized health care services and
operating hospitals. Furthermore, the regions have a few other tasks in the field of
regional development, environment and public transport. Unlike the municipalities the
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regions do not have the right to impose taxes, and the activities of the regions are paid
by subsidies. Most of the meeting, however, was devoted to the discussion on the new
legislative package for which the REGI Committee was going to vote its mandate in
July. The Danish hosts have presented their messages on the future Cohesion Policy,
among which the most important was that there is a need for EU investments in all
regions in order to help to create economic growth and jobs. Mr Henning has also
emphasised that efficient implementation of the Cohesion Policy is only possible with
a broad partnership, which facilitates investments towards the EU 2020 Strategy. The
messages by the Local Government Denmark were very much in line with the REGI
position on this subject. During the discussion the Members of the Delegation stressed
that the Danish organisation should lobby its government who has a decisive role at
the Council at this moment, among the questions addressed was thematic
concentration in the Danish regions, which kind of projects may be financed by the
cohesion policy in Denmark in the next financing period, local action groups in the
rural areas in Denmark, the economic crisis. The meeting ended with a press point
with journalists dealing with regional and local issues.



Friday, 1 June
08:30 - 10:30

Visit to Øresundskomiteen and Copenhagen Clean Tech Cluster
(venue: Copenhagen Clean Tech Cluster, Nørregade 7B, DK-1165 Copenhagen)

11:00 - 12:30
Meeting with the Lord Mayer of Copenhagen and EUROCITIES' president,

Mr Frank Jensen
(venue: Københavns Rådhus)

14:00 - 14:30
Visit of 8 Tallet: Green-Roofed Eco Village with a presentation by BIG-

Bjarke Ingels Group architect, Mr David Zahle (partner)
(venue: 8TALLET, Richard Mortensens Vej 61, 3. 2300 København S)

The last day of the Delegation started with a meeting with representatives of the
Öresund Committee which provides a political platform for the Öresund Region.
The Öresund Committee's CEO, Finn Lauritzen presented the region and the political
platform with its main activities. The Committee consists of Region Skåne, the City
of Malmö, Lund Municipality, the City of Landskrona, the City of Helsingborg, the
Capital Region of Denmark (including the island of Bornholm), Region Zealand, the
City of Copenhagen, the City of Frederiksberg and the Local Government Regional
Councils for the Capital Region of Denmark and Zealand. In 1993 the Öresund
Committee was the only cross-border organisation in the region. Since 1996 structural
funds have become available via Interreg II , III and now IVA, and the use of Interreg
funds continues to be given high priority.
The Öresund Region with its 3.7 million inhabitants is one of the most significant and
most dynamic regions in northern Europe with the population increase of 6,5% per
annum. Another important feature of this region is the fact that approx. 33% of the
population has a university degree which means that there is a big potential for
investing in knowledge-intensive clusters such as clean-tech, life science, IT, food,
professional business services. Therefore the Öresund Regional Development Strategy
(ØRUS) is focused on five main themes: accessibility and mobility, R&D, education,
innovation, culture and events. Öresund is the second largest cross-boarder
commuters' region in Europe with 20,000 commuters daily between the both
countries. During the discussion the followed the presentation the Members raised the
issues of the communication problems within the organisation between two languages
which are similar but not the same has been raised. Concerning the cross-boarder
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commuters, differences in the labour markets in relation to different taxation and
pension systems have been addressed by the Members. Finally the role of the right
cross-boarder infrastructure has been discussed in relation to the TEN-T networks.

Second part of the meeting was devoted to the presentation of one of the areas where
the region is investing intensively, i.e. to the Copenhagen Cleantech Cluster. This
initiative has been presented by the project manager Rune Rasmussen who gave a
detailed insight into this relatively new cluster initiative (started in 2009). He
highlighted the role of global outlook for this kind of initiatives as the international
network of clusters may help to discover market niches and to position themselves
globally. On the other hand establishing good relations among the different actors
within the cluster is crucial for the success of such initiative. Among the main
obstacles Mr Rasmussen named the complexity of such a project and the difficulty of
financing project administration and he mentioned in this respect procedures by the
European Commission for the ERDF financing. During the discussion the Members
were interested in the smart technology, innovation platforms and the smart cities'
concept.

The last official point of the programme of the Delegation was the meeting with the
Lord Mayer of Copenhagen and EUROCITIES' president, Mr Frank Jensen.
The meeting started with a presentation of sustainable urban planning in Copenhagen
by Mr Claus Bjoern Billehoejthe, Head of division for green growth and urban
development. After the short presentation the Members held a lively discussion with
the Lord Mayer of Copenhagen, Mr Jensen. Copenhagen belongs to the so-called
smart cities where bringing quality of life for the city inhabitants is the main
prerequisite for its sustainable growth. The city in this respect invests on several
fronts: transport sectors, green development through clean technologies (opening of
the public swimming pool in the harbor area mentioned as a huge success),
improvement of the district heating and cooling system, cooperation with Malmö and
Fehmarnbelt (the planned bridge construction) link with Hamburg. Copenhagen has
an ambition to become a CO2-neutral city. According to Mr Jensen, Copenhagen is
also a city that could have a label of the "liveable city" with the growing number of
families that stay in the city area, 50% of inhabitants commuting on bikes which is
possible thanks to 350 km-long bike paths in the city area. A strong emphasis on the
cluster strategies has been declared by the Lord Mayer, mentioning Cleantech Cluster,
maritime cluster with the big company Maersk, Medicon Valley that is a common
cluster initiative for the whole Öresund Region. The Members were interested in the
sustainable urban planning, waste management, housing policy, and transport
investments. On behalf of the EUROCITIES, Mr Jensen has handed in the Comments
on the draft structural funds regulations. The meeting ended up by a lunch invited by
the Mayor of Copenhagen.

The Delegation ended with an on-site visit of the 8 House, a Green-Roofed Eco
Village, an example of the modern architecture, where one of the architects, Mr David
Zahle has made a guided tour of the complex and answered to the questions.
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Concluding remarks

The delegation to Copenhagen gave Members the opportunity to gather first-hand
expertise about how regional and cohesion policy is implemented in Denmark's
regions and to exchange ideas with representatives of national and local authorities
and other stakeholders.

Due to the fact that in the present financing period the whole Denmark belonged to
the Competitiveness and Employment Regions, the particularity of the Danish
cohesion policy which is focused on innovation, SMEs support, interaction between
public and private sector, and active involvement in cluster initiatives, could be
observed during the project meetings. In all these issues Denmark is leading in Europe
and therefore learning about examples of growth based on knowledge economy is
important for our Committee as the future cohesion policy is going to be growth- and
results- oriented. Another important conclusion from the meetings with the
stakeholders is how important it is to have a European cohesion policy that is for all
regions: more and less developed.

Copenhagen belongs to the so-called "smart cities" where bringing quality of life for
the city inhabitants is the main prerequisite for its sustainable growth. The projects
visited shed some light on the sustainable urban development that will be even
strengthened in the next financing period.

Furthermore, local and regional actors had the possibility to address Members of the
European Parliament with their concerns about the present framework and they could
especially present their opinions o the future legislative framework.

In general, the objectives set by the delegation are considered to be achieved.
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(EPP, France)
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EPP (Germany)
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Press releases
http://www.kl.dk/Om-KL/Europa-Parlamentet-og-KL-Strukturfondsinvesteringer-
skal-ogsa-ga-til-Danmark-fremover-id104639/
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http://www.zealanddenmark.eu/10806
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