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A T  A  G L A N C E  

 
Election of the committee Chair and Vice-Chairs. The IMCO 
Committee held its constituent meeting on 7 July 2014 following 
the election of its members by the European Parliament on 3 July. 
During this meeting, Vicky Ford (ECR/UK) was elected by 
acclamation as the new Chair of the Committee on Internal 
Market and Consumer protection. The Committee also elected by 
acclamation its Vice-Chairs: Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP/SV), 
Robert Rochefort (ALDE/FR), Catherine Stihler (S&D/EN) and 
Sergio Cofferati (S&D/IT). Together, the Chair and Vice-Chairs 
make up the Bureau of the Committee, elected for a two-and-a-
half year term. The newly set up committees will hold a first 
preparatory meeting of its Coordinators open to all IMCO 
Members. This (in camera) meeting will serve for an informal 
exchange of views with European Commission Director-Generals 
of DG ENTR, DG MARKT, DG SANCO and DG CONNECT.  
 
The full agenda of the next meeting is available on IMCO´s 
webpage. 
 

 
 
The new full members of the IMCO committee are the 
following: EPP (12): Carlos Coelho (PT); Lara Comi (IT); 
Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (SV); Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz (HU); Eduard-
Raul Hellvig (RO); Philippe Juvin (FR); Antonio López-Istúriz 
White (ES); Eva Paunova (BG); Jiří Pospíšil (CZ); Andreas 
Schwab (DE); Ivan Štefanec (SL); Róża Gräfin von Thun Und 
Hohenstein ( PL). S&D (11): Sergio Gaetano Cofferati (IT); 
Nicola Danti (IT); Evelyne Gebhardt (DE); Maria Grapini (RO); 
Sergio Gutiérrez Prieto (ES); Liisa Jaakonsaari (FI); Marlene 
Mizzi (MT); Virginie Rozière (FR); Christel Schaldemose (DK); 
Olga Sehnalová (CZ); Catherine Stihler (UK). ECR (4): Brian 
Crowley (EI); Vicky Ford (UK); Louis Ide (BE); Marcus Pretzell 
(DE). ALDE (4): Dita Charanzová (CZ); Antanas Guoga (LT); 
Robert Rochefort (FR); Richard Sulík (SK). GUE/NGL (2): 
Cornelis de Jong (NL); Jiří Maštálka (CZ). Greens/EFA (2): 
Pascal Durand (FR); Igor Šoltes (SL). EFDD (2): Diane James 
(UK); Margot Parker (UK). NI (3): Robert Jarosław 
Iwaszkiewicz (PL); Florian Philippot (FR); Mylène Troszczynski 
(FR). 

S E L E C T E D  N E W S  
LETTER FROM THE NEWLY ELECTED IMCO CHAIR: 

 

This committee, under the 
excellent leadership of my 
predecessor Malcolm Harbour, 
had a reputation across the 
Parliament for working 
incredibly hard to reduce 
barriers to economic trade and 
growth, and simplify legislation 
to enhance competitiveness 
across the Single Market, while 
making improvements for 
consumers in a wide range of 
sectors. I hope we can 
continue this. 

 A well-run Single Market can be the key to unlocking prosperity, 
innovation and greater competitiveness in Europe, which will 
benefit businesses and consumers. Misdirected, it can stifle 
entrepreneurship and create a clipboard culture in business.  

The Single Market is meant to help people trade easily across 28 
countries and sell to more than 500 million consumers; it is not 
meant to add more red tape, costs and bureaucracy.  

My view is that in our committee's work we must continue 
focusing on jobs and growth priorities when it comes to the Single 
Market, with particular focus on enforcement and implementation 
of existing legislation.  

I am keen to build on IMCO's reputation as an open and 
transparent committee focused on smart regulation, and will 
continue Malcolm's approach that scrutiny of impact assessments 
in committee meetings is fundamental for better policy making. 

 
 

We have many challenges ahead, especially maximising the 
potential of the Digital Single Market, and reviewing the cross-
cutting role of the Single Market and consumer protection on a 
variety of issues.  

In my experience, working with the Council is also crucial. This 
is particularly true where an agreement with the Council still 
needs to be reached in important pending files, as for: the 
eCall in-vehicle system file; Consumer product safety; Market 
surveillance of products; Package travel Directive; Accessibility 
of public sector bodies’ websites; Measures to ensure a high 
common level of network and information security across the 
Union; and Mutual assistance to ensure the correct application 
of the law on customs and agricultural matters.  

As a result of the European elections, national leaders have 
asked that the single market be more strongly grounded in the 
principles of conferral, subsidiarity and proportionality. They 
also want to look again at the relationship between the 
national governments and the EU and I recognise that a 
common set of market rules does not mean that every market 
stall must look identical.  

I am looking forward to working with colleagues from all 
political groups, my newly elected Vice-Chairmen and 
Coordinators to hear their views and priorities on the direction 
that the committee should take during this mandate. 

Thank you very much for your support. My door is always 
open. 

With best wishes, 

Vicky Ford 
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I M C O  I N  T H E  8
T H

 L E G I S L A T U R E :  
S C R E E N I N G  O N  P E N D I N G  F I L E S  F R O M  T H E  7

T H
 

L E G I S L A T U R E  
 

At their first meeting of 17 July 2014 the new IMCO Coordinators 
(Andreas Schwab (EPP/DE), Róza Thun und Hoheinstein (EPP/PL) 
(Deputy Coordinator), Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D/DE), Andrzej Duda  
(ECR/PL) (Acting Coordinator), Dita Charanzová (ALDE/CS), 
Antanas Guoga (ALDE/LT) (Deputy Coordinator), Denis de Jong 
(GUE/NGL/NL), Pascal Durand (Greens/EFA/FR); Margot Parker 
(EFDD/EN)) will need to decide on the pending files left from the 
7th legislature. 

According to Rule 229 of the Rules of Procedure, all Parliaments’ 
unfinished business shall be deemed to have lapsed, unless at the 
beginning of the new parliamentary term the Conference of 
Presidents decides to resume or continue them. In that context, 
the Committees are invited to conduct a screening exercise 
concerning the legislative files still open and inform the 
Conference of Committee Chairs of the way in which they intend 
to handle them.  

The IMCO legislative files not concluded before the end of the 7th 
legislature include:  

Type-approval requirements for the deployment 
of the eCall in-vehicle system and amending 

Directive 2007/46/EC  
 

The EP adopted its position at first reading in plenary on 26 
February 2014. The Competitiveness Council agreed on a general 
approach on 26 May 2014. The Council also gave mandate to its 
preparatory bodies to enter into negotiations with the European 
Parliament with a view to reaching agreement at (early) second 
reading. 

LINK:  Subject File 

Consumer product safety   
 

The EP adopted its position at first reading in plenary on 15 April 
2014. The Council has not yet agreed on a mandate to enter into 
negotiations with the European Parliament due to a deadlock over 
Article 7 of the proposal. 

LINK:  Subject File  

Market surveillance of products   
 

The EP adopted its position at first reading in plenary on 15 April 
2014. The Competitiveness Council have not yet agreed on a 
mandate to enter into negotiations with the European Parliament 
due to a deadlock over Article 7 of the proposal for a Regulation 
on Consumer Product Safety. 

LINK:  Subject File  

Mutual assistance between admin. authorities of 
MS to ensure correct application of the law on 

customs and agricultural matters  
 

The EP adopted its position at first reading in plenary on 15 April 
2014. The Greek Presidency issued a fourth draft compromise 
proposal on which it will try to get an agreement at the Custom 
Union Working Party meeting of 7 July 2014.  

LINK:  Procedure file  

Accessibility of public sector bodies' websites  

The EP adopted its position at first reading in plenary on 26 
February 2014. Progress in Council (TELECOMS Council) has been 
slow. After a progress report adopted under the Irish Presidency, 
discussions were suspended until the adoption of a European 
Standard related to web accessibility. European Standard EN 
301/549 was adopted in February 2014 and the file was discussed 
briefly under the Greek presidency but no agreement has been 
reached. In general, doubts persists among some Member States 
concerning the scope of the proposal, the use of delegated acts, 
the monitoring and reporting obligations, the transposition 
deadline and implementation costs.  

LINK:  Subject File     

 

Measures to ensure a high common level of 
network and information security across the 

Union  

The European Parliament adopted its position at first reading in 
plenary on 13 March 2014. The Transport, Telecommunications 
and Energy (TTE) on 5 June 2014 took note of a progress report, 
with a view to start negotiations with the European Parliament 
during the Italian Presidency. 
LINK:  Subject File  

 

Package travel and assisted travel arrangements  

 
IMCO adopted its report on 18 February 2014. Awaiting the 

Council's position to enter inter-institutional negotiations, the 

Parliament adopted its first reading position on the file on 12 

March 2014. The Council is now expected to get its position 

during the Italian Presidency and (possibly) start the negotiations 

with the Parliament by November/December 2014 in order to 

reach an agreement at early second reading.  

LINK:  Subject File  

 

Directive on the Union legal framework for 

customs infringements and sanctions  

 
On 3 March 2014, IMCO Members adopted in Committee a 
Motion for Resolution awaiting the new Parliament to express its 
position on the file via COD procedure. This MfR was not put to 
Plenary.  
LINK:  Procedure file 
 

Simplifying the transfer of motor vehicles 
registered in another Member State within the 

Single Market  

 

 
 
This is a report on which the decision to enter into inter-
institutional negotiations was taken according to Rule 70, but no 
agreement has been reached. IMCO adopted its report on 9 July 
2013, and on that basis decided a negotiating mandate on 23 
January 2014. However, right after the launch of negotiations, on 
31 January, COREPER requested the Commission to submit an 
impact assessment on Article 3 (possible consequences on 
taxation) and suspended negotiations with the EP. Consequently, 
on 18 March, IMCO updated its report by including most changes 
already negotiated informally with the Council. The updated 
report was discussed in plenary on 16 April 2014 and the file was 
referred back to committee according to Rule 188(2). The 
Commission is working to have the IA ready by mid-October. 

LINK:  Subject File  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20131115CDT74467#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20130520CDT66276#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20130520CDT66276#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0410(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140515CDT84139#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140204CDT78741#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20131112CDT74352#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0432(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140205CDT78857#menuzone
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I M C O  A C T I V I T Y  R E P O R T  
  
 

7
T H

 L E G I S L A T U R E  ( H I G H L I G H T S )  
 

The IMCO Activity Report describes the major dossiers discussed in 
the Committee over its second term. The Directive on Professional 
Qualifications, the Consumer Rights Directive, the Alignment 
Package and the Public Procurement and Concession Measures are 
only a few amongst the many legislative as well as strategic non-
legislative dossiers that IMCO dealt with in the second half of the 
7th legislature. In addition to the Committee's legislative 
deliberations, the organisation of Public Hearings, workshops and 
delegations served as a means of public consultation to hear the full 
range of opinions on proposals, thus widening the Committee's 
knowledge-base on the specific issues which came before it, and 
developing a dialogue with stakeholders and consumers. 

Internal Market 

 
The internal market (also referred to as the Single Market) – an 
area of free movement for goods, people, services and capital – is 
at the heart of the European project. To bring this into being, IMCO 
has been extremely active in removing technical, regulatory and 
legal barriers within the Union. The creation of the internal market 
has encouraged Member States to liberalize the monopolistic public 
utility markets that had been protected until that point. By aligning 
their national laws, Member States set about harmonizing rules and 
standards within the EU 

During the last five years, IMCO has been a key actor in defining 
and legislating on a wide spectrum of measures inherent to 
Completing the Internal Market. The main areas of policy here 
include, amongst others: Public Procurement and Concessions, Free 
movement of Services and persons, Free movement of goods, 
European Digital Single Market and eCommerce, Customs Union. 
 

LINK: Subject File on the Internal Market 

Consumer Protection  

 
During the 7th legislature, IMCO played a key role in striking the 
right balance between market interests and those of consumers, so 
as to ensure healthy markets in which consumers can operate safely 
and with confidence, and in which cross-border trading and 
innovation are encouraged. An effective consumer policy can 
change our citizens’ lives for the better.   

 

The IMCO Committee worked hard to ensure that consumers 
can operate safely and with confidence when buying products 
and services in the EU, whether in their local shop or when 
shopping online across borders. Many EU policies directly affect 
consumers. It is the case especially in such areas as product 
safety, internal market, trade, competition, financial services, 
transport, telecommunications, or energy. A stronger consumer 
dimension is needed across all policies. Confident, informed and 
empowered consumers are the motor of economic evolution: 
they are keys to the efficient functioning of markets, as they 
reward traders that operate fairly and respond best to 
consumers' needs.  
 

LINK:  Subject File on consumer protection policy         

 

Single Market Policy  

 

 

 
 
The internal market is at the heart of the European project since 
its inception and has been further developed since 1993 by the 
consolidation of economic integration, the introduction of a 
common currency and solidarity and cohesion policies. Twenty 
years after the launch of the European Single Market a number 
of shortcomings prevail as highlighted by Mario Monti in 'A New 
Strategy for the Single Market' and by IMCO in its report on 
Delivering a single market to consumers and citizens.  
 
IMCO has been very efficient in deepening the work on a 
number of Governance Tools and Information Sources.  IMCO 
followed closely the development of the Internal Market 
Scoreboard as a Single Market governance tool and constantly 
provided an input on its further improvements. The resolution 
suggested further developing Your Europe as the single online 
gateway to all information and help. The Online Single Market 
Scoreboard is a good example of such Single Market 
instruments. This instrument has been updated as regards two 
main governance tools: transposition of Single Market-related 
directives and infringements.  
 
With regard to the application of Single Market law, the number 
of infringements has not changed over the last six months, 
whereas the percentage of Single Market directives that have 
not been transposed into national law in time has gone up 
slightly to 0.7%. Two key internal market tools which IMCO 
followed very closely include: SOLVIT and the Internal Market 
Information System. 
 
LINK: Subject File on Single Market Policy

 

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140409CDT82584#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140320CDT81373#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140604CDT84989#menuzone
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I M C O  N E W  E L E C T E D  V I C E - C H A I R S  
 

Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP/SV) 
1st Vice-Chair 

   LINK:    

Robert Rochefort (ALDE/FR) 
2nd Vice-Chair 

 LINK:    

 

Catherine Stihler (S&D/EN)  
3rd Vice-Chair 

 LINK:    

Sergio Cofferati (S&D/IT) 
4th Vice-Chair 

 LINK:   

I M C O  P O W E R S  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  
 

IMCO committee is responsible for:  

1.    coordination at Union level of national legislation in the 
sphere of the internal market and for the customs union, in 
particular:  

(a)    the free movement of goods including the harmonisation 
of technical standards,  

(b)    the right of establishment,  

(c)    freedom to provide services except in the financial and 
postal sectors;  

 

 

2.    the functioning of the Single Market, including measures aimed 
at the identification and removal of potential obstacles to the 
implementation of the Single Market, including the Digital Single 
Market;  

3.    the promotion and protection of the economic interests of 
consumers, except for public health and food safety issues;  

4.    policy and legislation regarding the enforcement of Single 
Market rules and consumer rights 

LINK:    

T I P S  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

 

 

 

IMCO Welcome Package 
 

This practical guide, in addition to the IMCO activity report, 
explains IMCO’s role and main tasks in Parliament’s decision-
making and the inter-institutional legislation-shaping process. It 
is intended to serve as a reference for the new MEPs at the 
beginning of the 8th legislative term. It provides an overview of 
what has been achieved in the 7th legislature and what may be 
some of the key issues in the 8th incoming legislature.  
 

 

 

 

IMCO webpage 
IMCO Committee website makes publicly accessible all relevant 
documents pertaining to the committee’s activities: calendar of 
meetings, agendas, draft reports and amendments, opinions, 
motions for resolutions, oral and written questions, alerts on 
forthcoming events, IMCO newsletters, studies, and other useful 
documents and links. 
 

Studies on IMCO files 
Latest studies can be found in the IMCO LINK: studies. 
 

J O I N  T H E  " F R I E N D S  O F  I M C O "  N E T W O R K  
IMCO can be followed on twitter: @EP_Singlemarket IMCO's workplan and timetable is online: IMCO Publications 

If you wish to receive the IMCO newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and 

"newsletter" in the subject's field to: imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Closure date of the current issue:  17 July 2014 
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee and are provided for general information 

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The IMCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The IMCO Secretariat does not necessarily endorse 
the view expressed on these websites. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96674/Anna%20Maria%20CORAZZA%20BILDT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97022/Robert%20ROCHEFORT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4545/Catherine%20STIHLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96915/Sergio%20Gaetano%20COFFERATI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20140701+ANN-06+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html#menuzone
https://twitter.com/EP_SingleMarket
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/publications.html
mailto:imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

