
 

 

Press release, 15 July 2014 

You can now follow ITRE on Twitter: @EP_Industry 

Industry MEPs quizzed candidate commissioner for industry and 

entrepreneurship 

Four candidate EU Commissioners, nominated to replace those who left to become MEPs, were 

given committee hearings on Monday evening. The four, who if confirmed by the full House will 

serve for the rest of the Commission’s current term, are Jyrki Katainen (Finland), Ferdinando 

Nelli Feroci (Italy) Martine Reicherts (Luxembourg) and Jacek Dominik (Poland).  

The current Commission's term of office expires on 31 October 2014. In line with Parliament's 

rules of procedure, the Commissioners-designate appeared before the committees in their areas 

of responsibility. 

Industry Committee MEPs asked Mr Nelli Feroci how he would help small and medium-sized 

firms, especially with regard to winning EU funding, reducing red tape and improving access to 

information. They also asked him about his plans for energy efficiency and independence, talks 

under way with the US on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and EU 

climate and energy goals. 

In his replies, Mr Nelli Feroci mentioned a planned public consultation on the Small Business Act, 

a forthcoming proposal on energy efficiency and the importance of using the expertise of the 

European Enterprise Network and EU "SME envoys". He also promised to be "vigilant" with 

regard to decisions that could affect SMEs negatively in the TTIP talks.  

Jerzy Busek, chair of the Industry committee, said after the hearing: 

"While we face some expected personnel changes on the top of the European Commission we 

need to ensure a smooth transition of tasks for continuity of our support for European industry 

and SMEs. I appreciate Commissioner-designate Nelli Feroci’s readiness to continue the work of 

his predecessor and enter into an open and transparent dialogue with Parliament. Yesterday’s 

constructive discussion, with reindustrialisation in its focus, promises equally constructive 

cooperation for the upcoming months." 

 

Next steps 

Each committee evaluates the hearing and informs the Conference of Presidents, i.e. EP 

President and political groups' leaders, who will draft a proposal on the candidates for the plenary. 

The full House will vote at 09:00 on Wednesday.  

Procedure: consultation 

Hashtags: #EU #Commissioners #hearings 

https://twitter.com/EP_Industry


 

More information 

 The Industry committee's thematic page about the hearing 

 Press release about hearings of the other commissioners-designate 

 European Parliament rules of Procedure (rule 118)  

 Audiovisual material for media  

 Watch the hearing again 
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