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EU-CHILE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

 

 

Joint Declaration 
 

18th Meeting of the European Union-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee 

 

Tuesday, 22 January 2013 

 

Valparaíso, Chile 

 

 

The delegations of the Chilean National Congress and the European 

Parliament participating in the European Union – Chile Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC), headed by the Co-Chairs, Pablo LORENZINI BASSO, 

Member of the Chilean Parliament, and António CORREIA DE CAMPOS, MEP, 
on completion of work of the 18th Meeting of the JPC and pursuant to its 

Rules of Procedure and Article 9 of the EU-Chile Association Agreement 

hereby agree the following 
 

 

JOINT DECLARATION 

 

1. Welcome, following the holding of the 18th JPC Meeting, together with the 
customary Bureau meetings, at which the agenda and joint work programme 

are agreed, the fact that the two annual meetings provided for in the JPC 
Rules of Procedure have thus far taken place as planned, thus consolidating, 

strengthening and galvanising the bilateral inter-parliamentary relations 
provided for in the Association Agreement between Chile and the European 

Union;  
 

2. Are pleased that the meeting has been held immediately prior to the Sixth 

Ordinary Plenary Session of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly 
(EuroLat), which will be held in the coming days as part of parliamentary 

preparations for the First EU-CELAC Summit, which will bring together 
representatives of the Executive, as a means of creating greater synergy 

between the efforts and work of the two forums, and to ensure that the 

parliaments play a more effective and proactive role in the bi-regional 
partnership between the European Union and Latin America and Caribbean 

region; 
 

3. Hope, therefore, for a successful First EU-CELAC Summit, to be held in 

Santiago, Chile, on 26 and 27 January 2012, on the theme of ‘Alliance for 
sustainable development: promoting investments of environmental and 

social quality’,  which is a fundamental issue in the current context of global 
economic crisis, and stress the need for a recovery underpinned by ‘green 

growth’ and job creation, as highlighted at the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) of June 2012;  
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4. Renew calls to address, in line with previous commitments, the issue of 
migration and the establishment of the Euro-Latin American Migration 

Observatory, as well as the commitment made at the previous EU-LAC 
Summit (Madrid, 2010) to ensure that progress towards meeting the goals of 

the 2010-2012 Action Plan is monitored effectively; call once more for the 
EU-LAC Foundation, which was set up on a temporary basis, to be 

established as a permanent body with the conclusion of the relevant 

international agreement in order to ensure that it fulfils its purpose of 
contributing effectively to dialogue and mutual understanding and raising the 

profile of the bi-regional partnership; 
 

5. Express concern at the current global economic situation at a time when 

signs of economic and financial recovery, albeit fragile and uneven, have 
given way to rising uncertainty about growth prospects and, according to the 

most recent International Monetary Fund (IMF) forecasts, increased risks of a 
fresh downturn; 
 

6. Agree that the competent authorities in both regions, as well as in the rest 
of the world, should take all necessary measures to avoid a worsening of the 

crisis, with the damaging economic, social and human costs that would 
entail, and call on those authorities to continue taking the appropriate 

actions and measures to bring about sustained growth and create jobs in a 
manner compatible with the necessary fiscal consolidation and financial 

market stabilisation; 
 

7. Take note of the updated overview on the state of the economic and 
financial crisis in the eurozone provided by the European delegation, and 

remain convinced that the European authorities must continue to progress 
towards ever-closer economic and monetary union by taking decisive steps 

towards establishing an effective banking union, while voting in order to take  
measures to bring about a return to economic growth, reduce unemployment 

levels and improve fiscal balances. The Chilean delegation expresses 
particular concern at the impact that a continued European crisis could have 

on economic activity and global trade, as well as its potential ramifications 
for emerging economies such as Chile’s, and therefore calls for the 

aforementioned measures to be implemented effectively; 
 

8. Greatly appreciate, at the same time, the stability and robustness of the 

Chilean economy, which has continued to grow despite the serious global 
economic crisis (it grew 5.5% in 2012 and is forecast to grow between 

4.25% and 5.25% this year) and has succeeded in creating a significant 

number of jobs to achieve technical full employment. This is the fruit of a 
policy of sound and prudent management of public funds over recent 

decades which has paved the way for the increased investment and rises in 
domestic demand and export capacity underpinning these growth figures; 
 

 

9. Welcome, almost 10 years after the entry into force of the Association 
Agreement, the qualitative progress seen in the relationship between Chile 

and the European Union, and agree that the Agreement has been a very 
effective tool in forging and deepening bilateral ties in the fields of political 

dialogue, cooperation and trade, although its mechanisms may still require 
some fine-tuning in future; 
 

10. Welcome the dynamism that has characterised bilateral trade in the past 
decade, to the indisputable benefit of both parties, but also stress the need 
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to deepen the trade pillar of the Agreement using its evolution and review 
clauses as effective and flexible tools to take advantage of any new 

opportunities as regards access to markets for goods and services and flows 
of capital and investment, on the basis of the principle of reciprocity and by 

striking the right balance between the interests of both parties; 
 

11. Repeat their recommendation for the Association Agreement and the 

opportunities it affords to entrepreneurs and the general public to be better 

publicised and disseminated, especially as regards its benefits for small and 
medium-sized enterprises, which are the main generators of employment in 

both Chile and the European Union; 
 

12. Agree that the ‘cooperation’ pillar of the Agreement needs to be 

modernised by drawing on the lessons learned from the successful 
implementation of the Agreement in its first decade in order to take account 

of new social and economic realities in the EU and Chile and of development 
levels; stress, therefore, the need to identify new areas of cooperation to 

which both parties can contribute equally, expand areas of shared interest 
and find new partnership arrangements for bilateral cooperation, including 

the increased involvement of civil society and the private sector and the 
launch of tri-partite cooperation initiatives;  
 

13. Stress the important step forward in bilateral cooperation taken in 
establishing the Association for Development and Innovation (ADI), which 

has emphasised priority areas for both regions such as social cohesion, 

innovation and competitiveness, and has created opportunities for tri-partite 
economic and social development projects in cooperation with other 

countries in Latin America and the Caribbean as part of efforts towards the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;  
 

14. Emphasise that this new approach to bilateral cooperation should also 
cover cooperation in the energy sector, as enshrined in Article 22 of the 

Association Agreement. The overriding aim guiding efforts in this area should 
be the common interest of Chile and the EU in developing alternative 

renewable energy sources in order to reduce their dependence on energy 
imports and ensure energy supply security, gradually incorporating clean and 

renewable sources into their energy mix with a view to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and combating climate change and meeting their commitment 

for 20% of the energy mix to come from renewable sources by 2020; 
welcome, therefore, the announcement of the first European Commission 

programme to be launched in Chile, which will make use of Latin American 

Investment Facility (LAIF) funding for the construction of the first 
concentrated solar panel power plant in Latin America and contribute to 

mitigating climate change;  
 

15. Agree that, in an information and knowledge society, a highly skilled 

workforce is the primary source of a country’s wealth; believe, therefore, 
that coordinated national systems of higher education and vocational training 

are necessary to provide citizens with the means to develop skills that are 
closely aligned with the needs of the labour market; 
 

16. Point out, furthermore, that education at all levels – and higher 
education and technical vocational training in particular – is not only 

instrumental in training the workforce, but also contributes to the 
population’s personal development and grounding in civic values, and is, 

therefore, crucial for the growth and sustainable, democratic development of 
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countries; agree on the importance of providing high-quality, equitable and 
accessible education to all citizens, and on the need for continued 

cooperation between the two parties, as successfully displayed in the 
Erasmus Mundus External Cooperation Window for Chile and in other 

European programmes which include Chile is a partner and which have 
brought great benefits in the higher education sector; 
 

17. Express concern at the plight of individuals and families, who, for various 

reasons, go deeply into debt in order to meet school and tuition fees or buy 
property, or as a result of overspending, compromising their careers, 

personal lives and prospects of starting a family. Given the impact of 
indebtedness in human terms and its serious repercussions for national 

development, both parties agree on the need to take measures and adopt 
rules to reduce its prevalence and mitigate its effect on individuals and 

families;  
 

18. Show their willingness to step up cooperation on personal data protection 

and debt consolidation by exchanging information, experiences and opinions 
with a view to establishing legal and regulatory frameworks to protect the 

public from abuse; are particularly interested in organising a joint seminar 
with the participation of the OECD, and propose basing their approach on the 

OECD’s guidelines for processing of personal data; 
 

19. Believe that the Association Agreements between the EU and LAC regions 

or countries should include provisions on migration, which would encompass 

articles on integration, non-discrimination, the transfer of pension rights and 
other social entitlements, the fight against illegal migration and policy 

dialogue on migration; 
 

20. Welcome the significant progress made towards full implementation of 

Article 10 of the Association Agreement, which provides for the 
establishment of a Joint Consultative Committee – composed of an equal 

number of members of the Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and 
members of the counterpart organisation for economic and social affairs in 

Chile – whose role to assist the Association Council in promoting dialogue 
and cooperation between the various economic and social NGOs in the EU 

and Chile; were greatly interested to receive the opinion of 22 February 2012 
that the EESC forwarded to Parliament, and call for the Joint Consultative 

Committee to be established on a permanent basis;  
 

21. Call on the European Commission and the Chilean authorities to keep the 

EU-Chile JPC regularly informed on any draft legislation that may affect the 

Association Agreement;  
 

22. Agree to incorporate the topic of native communities into the agenda of 

the next meeting; 
 

23. Express their heartfelt gratitude to the ministers and officials of the 

Chilean Government and the representatives of the European Commission 
and the European External Action Service for their support and provision of 

information at the Meeting; thank, likewise, Chilean Co-Chair Mr Pablo 
Lorenzini for all his efforts, hard work, cooperation and support in bringing 

about ministerial meetings, the result of which has been a strengthening of 
ties in areas of great importance to the work done at the Meeting; 
 

24. Agree on the following programme of work:  
 



 

DV\1032499EN.doc 5/5 PE502.99v02-00 

 EN 

5 

- Meeting of the Executive Bureau in Brussels, 26 March 2013;  
 

- 19th Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee, Brussels, 

28 May 2013; 
 

- Meeting of the Executive Bureau in Brussels, 7 October 2013; 
 

  20th Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee, Chile, 
January 2014. 

 

 Undertake to forward this Declaration to the members of the Association 

Council, and renew their request for the Co-Chairs of the EU-Chile JPC to 
attend future meetings of the Association Council. 
 

 

Signed in Valparaíso, Chile, on 22 January 2013. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANTÓNIO CORREIA DE CAMPOS 

Co-Chair 

EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee 

European Parliament 

PABLO LORENZINI BASSO 

Co-Chair 

European Union – Chilean National 

Congress 

Joint Parliamentary Committee 
 

 

 

 

 


