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1. EU-Chile bilateral relations: state of play and perspectives for the 8
th

 legislature  

 

Chile is one of the EU privileged partners in South America and the first country in this 

continent with whom the EU has concluded and implemented a third generation Association 
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Agreement, in force since 2002. It replaces the 1996 Framework Cooperation Agreement, 

which established the economic and political association between the EU and Chile.   

 

The Association Agreement, build on three pillars: political dialogue, trade and cooperation 

related, offers a comprehensive framework for all main aspects of the bilateral relations.  

 

The political dialogue takes place at all levels and binds both parties to coordinate positions in 

the UN and other international fora. The political dialogue chapter provides for bi-annual 

meetings of the Association Council, taking place on ministerial level, Association 

Committee, which is hold on the level of senior officials, and Joint Parliamentary Committee, 

a political instance in charge of supervising the implementation of the Association 

Agreement. 

 

The provisions of the Trade Pillar go beyond the WTO commitments, and cover all areas of 

the bilateral trade relations: goods, services and government procurement. It also provides for 

liberalisation of investment and capital flows, and strengthens the protection of intellectual 

property rights. The Association Agreement has indeed contributed to a sustained increase of 

trade flows in the past decade. The EU is Chile second trade partner, with 15,4% of Chile 

total bilateral exchanges. Since 2003, the bilateral trade exchanges registered the average 

annual growth of 13%. As a result of the implementation of the Agreement, Chile’s imports to 

the EU have been diversified and no longer rely as much on copper, and EU exports to Chile 

have also risen, with new business opportunities arising. The EU is also the main foreign 

investor in Chile, with accumulated 77 billion EUR. 

 

As for cooperation, between 2007 and 2013, the EU provided 41 million EUR in funding for 

projects in the following areas: social cohesion (40%), education (20%) and innovation and 

competitiveness (40%). In the same period, EU was also financing action in Chile on human 

rights, the environment and gender equality. Due to the economic performance of Chile, this 

country has been withdrawn from the traditional development cooperation and both parts 

decided to study new areas of mutual interest where new projects could be put in place in the 

future. The priority areas identified by the EU and Chile include TIC, energy, education and 

business corporate responsibility. Chile will also remain eligible for cooperation under the 

regional and sub-regional programmes.  

Recently, both parts agreed on the need to modernise the Association Agreement and to adapt 

it to the new political and economic situation in the EU and Chile. To do so, the Chilean 

counterpart presented to the European Commission a proposal concerning the activation of 

the evolution clause aiming at updating the Agreement. The Commission is now considering 

the Chilean proposal. 

  

  

2. Delegations for relations with Latin America 

 

The European Union and Latin America have enjoyed a Strategic Partnership since the first 

bi-regional Summit in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in 1999. EU relations with Latin America were 

first defined in the Communication on a 'Stronger Partnership between the European Union 

and Latin America' (2005). Since the publication of the Communication on  'The European 

Union and Latin America: Global Players in Partnership' in 2010, the EU priorities towards 

Latin America focus i.a. on a deepening of the political dialogue at bilateral, regional and 
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multilateral level; deepening of the trade relations; promotion of regional integration; 

fostering dialogue on financial issues, research, environment and energy; contribution to LAC 

efforts to reduce the poverty and inequality. Moreover, having most of the Latin American 

countries reached the level of middle income countries, both regions are also designing new 

cooperation programmes which would cover areas of mutual interest, rather than focus on 

traditional development cooperation.   

 

During the 2009-2014 legislative term, five Standing Delegations were responsible for 

bilateral and sub-regional relations with Latin America: 

 

 Delegation to the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Mexico 

 Delegation to the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Chile 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America 

 Delegation for relations with Mercosur 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of the Andean Community 

 

All these delegations work closely together with the European Parliament's Delegation to the 

Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (Eurolat). 

 

Information gathered is made available to Parliament's other Members by means of regular 

reports or reports drawn up by the chairman after each visit or interparliamentary meeting. 

The reports are submitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Human Rights Sub 

Committee, Development, International Trade and when directly relevant to other 

Committees. They sometimes give rise to European Parliament resolutions. 

 

 

3. EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee 

 

The Article 9 of the Association Agreement between the EU and Chile, signed in Brussels on 

18 November 2002, provides for the creation of a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), 

whose main task is to monitor the application of the agreement and to make proposals with a 

view to improving its operation. The committee comprises two delegations with an equal 

number of members from the European Parliament and from the Chilean Senate/Chamber of 

Deputies respectively. The Association Agreement, in addition to its commercial pillar, also 

includes chapters on cooperation and political dialogue. 

 

The Joint Parliamentary Committee holds usually two meetings a year, alternately in Chile 

and the EU. The JPC's Bureau also holds one or two meetings a year in order to programme 

the joint activities for the next semester, and define topics of common interest to be discussed 

at the next interparliamentary meeting.  

 

At the Joint Parliamentary Committee meetings, subjects falling within the Association 

Agreement and its three pillars - trade chapter, political dialogue and cooperation - are raised, 

and points of views are exchanged on the current political and economic situation in Chile and 

the European Union. At each meeting, a Joint Declaration is adopted reflecting different 

positions of the JPC Members on a variety of issues and containing recommendations 

addressed to other association organs such as Association Council and Association 

Committee. The JPC also prepares and adopts Messages to the bilateral Summits, as was the 

case for the last EU-Chile Summit which took place on 17 May 2010 in Madrid.  
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4. EP Delegation meetings  

 

On the basis of a pre-established annual calendar, the EP Delegation to the EU-Chile Joint 

Parliamentary Committee also holds ordinary meetings in Brussels or Strasbourg with the 

participation of the Diplomatic Mission, representatives of the European Commission, EEAS, 

international organisations, academic institutions representatives or other experts and 

personalities, in order to exchange points of view on the current political and economic issues. 

During the 7th legislature of the EP, the following personalities participated at the Delegation 

meetings: H.E. Mr. Carlos Appelgren, Ambassador of Chile to the EU; Mr Ángel 

Carro Castrillo, Head of Unit, Mercosur and Chile, European Commission; Ms Belén 

Martínez Carbonell, Head of Unit for relations with Chile, European External Action Service; 

Mr Rafael Gelabert, Head of Unit for horizontal issues, Latin America Unit; Mr José María 

Zufiaur Narvaiza, member of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC); Mr 

Jaime Pérez Vidal, EU Ambassador to Chile; Mr Christian Leffler, Managing Director for the 

Americas of the European External Action Service; Mr Arthur Lopian, Deputy Head of Unit 

"Tariff and Non-Tariff Negotiations", DG Trade;  Mr Manfredo Fanti, Head of Unit Chile & 

Andean Community, European External Action Service; Ms Veronika Veits, Head of Unit 

"International Affairs" at the European Commission/DG MARE; Mr Fernando Puerto, 

representative of the Spanish High Council of Chambers of Commerce (member of 

Eurochambers).  

 

During the 7th legislature of the EP, two presidential and legislative elections took place in 

Chile. The successive Governments introduced several key reforms which were object of 

debates during the Delegation meetings in Brussels and Strasbourg. 

 

In particular, an exchange of views on the various measures taken by the Government of 

Chile to put an end to the hunger strike by 34 Mapuche communal land owners, took place 

with the Chilean Ambassador, Carlos Appelgren Balbontín. It has been outlined the new 

focus of the Government´s policy on indigenous peoples, its compliance with its international 

commitments (ILO Convention 169) and the efforts made to resolve the situation.  

 

Among the measures taken by the Chilean Government, Members discussed the amendment 

of the antiterrorist law which  includes a considerable restriction of the definition of terrorist 

crime and of the use of detention without charge, redefinition of the circumstances in which 

homicide could be treated as an act of terrorism, and a reduction in the penalties for arson; 

Amendments to military justice: the military law reform, in response to demands by the 

Mapuche communities, restricts the scope of military justice and totally exclude civilians and 

minors from its jurisdiction. In the future, only members of the armed forces would be subject 

to military justice. Concerning the land policy, the Government has reactivated of procedures 

for transparently and objectively transferring land to indigenous people. Each new handover 

would now be accompanied by a productive support convention to assist the new owners and 

emphasis would be placed on subsidy mechanisms for the acquisition of land by indigenous 

people and their communities.  

 

At the beginning of 2010 Chile had suffered an earthquake and tsunami of unprecedented 

duration and impact. During a debate in the EP, the Chilean Ambassador expressed his 

gratitude for the international solidarity shown, with special reference to the response from 

the EU and Parliament, which were the first public institutions to offer and provide significant 

aid. As a result of these events, the new democratically elected Government of Mr Sebastian 

Pinera had to readapt its policy programme, making fiscal adjustments and redistributing 
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public funds in order to make rebuilding work its main priority. 

 

On 5 August 2010, the San José mine, located 45 km to the north of the town of Copiapó 

collapsed and trapped 33 miners at a depth of 700 metres. The EP Delegation, along with 

offering the Chilean government any help that might be needed to rescue the miners, 

organised a debate in order to evaluate the situation and closely follow the rescue operation. 

After 69 day underground, the miners were winched to the surface in a specially conceived 

capsule, through a narrow shaft, which took weeks to drill. They survived more time trapped 

underground than anyone on record. 

 

In 2011, in the framework of the proposed Hydroaysén hydroelectric project, a debate took 

place on the EU-Chile cooperation in the field of energy. Speaking about the situation in 

Chile, the Ambassador recalled that his country had virtually no non-renewable sources of 

energy. Chile's energy comes mainly from renewable sources, principally hydroelectrical 

ones. Nevertheless, although efforts had been made to diversify energy sources and save 

energy, this had proved insufficient to meet current energy needs. The Hydroaysén project, 

with an investment of USD 3.2 billion, should be understood within this context. 

 

Since the very beginning of the student and social protests in Chile in 2011, several debates 

took place in order to exchange views of the current situation and the steps taken by the 

government to put in place a mutually acceptable solution while drawing a line between the 

possible and the impossible. The Chilean Government's proposal took as its starting point the 

belief that high-quality education was fundamental to the country's development and a goal in 

its own right. It is therefore essential to improve the quality of education and ensure that it is 

available and accessible to all students. Reform of the education system has become one of 

the key issues of Mr. Piñera's Government, as well as one of the main topics which dominated 

the electoral campaign and has become now one the priorities of the newly elected 

Government of Michelle Bachelet.  

 

Having regard to the fact that the Art. 10 and 11 of the EU-Chile Association Agreement have 

never been truly implemented, the EP has asked the EESC to draft to present an opinion on 

EU-Chile relations. In this context, Delegation Members agreed that it would be advisable to 

address this gap and take the necessary measures to implement Article 10 of the Agreement 

by establishing a Joint Consultative Committee comprised of members of the EESC and of a 

comparable Chilean body, while stressing that it would also be advisable to provide continuity 

in relation to the provisions of Article 11. Given that it had taken almost three years for the 

second civil society dialogue meeting to be held, it was hoped that this process could be sped 

up and these meetings held on a regular basis.  

 

In 2012, several debates concerning the EU-Chile business took place in the context of the 4th 

EU-CELAC Business Summit that took place in Santiago, Chile, on 25 and 26 January 2013. 

Approximately 300 members of the business community from Europe, Latin America and the 

Caribbean attended the summit to discuss what could be done both to strengthen trade 

relations and bi-regional investment and to build a strategic alliance that would facilitate 

sustainable development in both regions.  

 

The main topic for discussion at the 4th EU-CELAC Business Summit was 'Investment for 

economic growth, social inclusion and environmental sustainability'. Participants therefore 

hold detailed discussions on issues such as sustainable energy resources, support for small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and the development of human capital. 
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Another main topic discussed in the framework of a Delegation meeting was the law no. 

20606 on the nutritional composition of food and food advertising, approved on 6 June 2012 

by the Chilean Congress. The aim of the law is to raise awareness among consumers, 

including children, and to reduce excessive consumption of foods with a high salt and fat 

content. The law imposes labelling requirements and sales restrictions on both retailers and 

producers. In the light of the complexity of the legislative proposal, its implementing 

measures and other implementing rules, the European food industry had expressed concern in 

particular about the content of the labels (information on the nutritional composition of the 

products) and their design (size and position on product packaging). Producers were worried 

that as these measures would increase production costs and therefore force them to increase 

prices, they would create a barrier to free trade. 

 

As explained by the Ambassador, in accordance with its legal obligations, Chile had notified 

the WTO. The Article 5 of the law provides for consumer warnings to be introduced to inform 

purchasers that the product in question contained high levels of salt, fat or other potentially 

harmful ingredients. Although the legislative proposal may have implications for industry, it 

marked a step forward as regards consumer protection.  

 

Lastly, Members exchanged views on the current state of EU-Chile relations in the area of 

fisheries, in particular concerning the understanding on swordfish, access to ports, 

cooperation within the framework of the South Pacific regional fisheries organisation (RFO) 

and other RFOs. 

 

In this context, it was summarized the evolution of the swordfish agreement since 1991, when 

the Chilean authorities had banned swordfishing vessels operating on the high seas and within 

Chile’s exclusive economic zone from entering the country’s ports. The dispute was 

temporarily suspended in 2001 with the signing of a provisional agreement and again in 2008 

with the conclusion of an understanding on preserving the South Pacific swordfish 

population. In 2010, the Council adopted a decision authorising the Agreement to be signed 

by means of an exchange of letters, in order to allow its provisional implementation. 

However, Chile had not yet been able to complete the internal procedures which would allow 

it to sign the Agreement. At the same time, in 2012 Chile had abolished legislation on 

minimum catch sizes, which was the main obstacle hindering access to ports. Chile therefore 

considered the Agreement to be unnecessary and proposed to remove the remaining obstacles 

by means of a scientific and technical committee. Although the proposal was a very 

interesting one, the EU could not accept it without a new understanding, which would require 

a new mandate for negotiation. For all these reasons, the matter remained unresolved. 

 

Regarding access to Chilean ports by vessels fishing for horse mackerel, it has been recalled 

that with its adoption of Decree 329, Chile had closed its ports to European boats fishing 

horse mackerel on the high seas. The measure was justified on the grounds of sustainability. 

With the entry into force in August 2012 of the Convention on the Conservation and 

Management of High Seas Fisheries Resources in the South Pacific Ocean (SPRFMO 

Convention), to which Chile and the EU are contracting parties, measures for the preservation 

of horse mackerel have been adopted. In this context, European vessels included in the 

Convention have been allowed access to Chilean ports. 

 

It has been concluded by stressing that Chile and the EU had collaborated closely on fisheries 

since the Convention came into force, working to promote the sustainable exploitation of 
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existing resources.  

 

 

2013 Presidential and legislative elections  

 

Presidential and legislative elections were held in Chile on 17 November 2013, in which half 

the seats in the Senate were renewed, and all seats in the Chamber of Deputies.  

 

On polling day, 16.5 million Chilean citizens cast their votes to elect the next President of the 

Republic. In the first round, Michelle Bachelet, as the candidate for the Nueva Mayoría 

coalition, obtained the first relative majority with 46.7% of the vote. The coalition brought 

together the Socialist Party of Chile (PS), the Christian Democrat Party of Chile (PDC), the 

Radical  Social Democratic Party (PRSD), the Communist Party of Chile (PCCh), the Citizen 

Left (IC) and the Broad Social Movement (MAS), as well as centre-left independents. 

 

Evelyn Matthei, the candidate for the government’s coalition Alliance for Chile (Independent 

Democratic Union (UDI) and National Renewal), obtained the second relative majority with 

25.3% of the votes cast. 

 

Since none of the first-round candidates managed to collect enough votes to be elected in one 

round, a second round of elections was held on 15 December 2013, with the two candidates 

being Michelle Bachelet, for New Majority, and Evelyn Matthei for Alliance for Chile. In the 

second round, in which 41.9% of voters took part, Ms Bachelet won 62.17% of the vote, 

while Ms Matthei obtained 37.83%. 

 

As for the legislative elections, 20 senators had been elected for the alternate regions, as well 

as 120 members of parliament. The Senators were elected for a period of eight years, until 

2022, while the Deputies were to serve a four-year mandate until 2018. In the Senate, New 

Majority won an overall majority, with 13 candidates elected, while the government alliance 

won seven seats. All in all, New Majority would be represented by 21 Senators and Alliance 

for Chile by 16. In addition, Magallanes region had elected an independent candidate. In 

gender terms, there would be seven female senators (18.4%) and 31 male senators. 

 

In the Chamber of Deputies, New Majority had obtained 67 seats, against 49 won by Alliance 

for Chile and three independents. The Socialist Party had won the most seats, increasing its 

representation from 11 to 15 legislators. In spite of having lost seats (down to 29 from 38), 

UDI was still the largest party in absolute terms. The 17 November 2013 elections also saw 

the election of the first Liberal candidate since the return to democracy, Vladko Mirosevic. 

Looking at it from a gender perspective, the Chamber of Deputies would be made up of 17 

women and 103 men. 

 

At the same time as the legislative and presidential elections, 278 regional councillors were 

also elected by the citizens.  In this case, New Majority was the party most voted for and won 

156 seats. Alliance for Chile won 103 regional council seats. 

 

 

4.1. Preparatory meetings  

 

Prior each Joint Parliamentary Committee meeting, an EP Delegation preparatory meeting is 

held in order to decide upon the topics to be discussed with the Chilean counterpart, and adopt 
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the draft agenda. When meeting abroad, the Members also establish their priorities concerning 

the programme of the visit and meetings to be held on the margins of the JPC. The 

programme of the visits generally includes meetings with Members of the Government, 

political parties, civil society, trade unions, private sector representatives, as well as with 

organisations involved in the promotion of human rights. The programmes also include 

meetings with the accredited Ambassadors of the EU and its Members States and visits to 

projects co-financed by the European Union.   

 

 

5. Activities during the legislative term 2009-1014 

 

During the 7
th

 legislature, 9 meetings of the Joint Parliamentary Committee took place, 5 in 

Brussels and Seville, and 4 in Chile. 

 

 

Meeting Date 

 

Place  

XI EU-Chile JPC 

 

25-28 October 

2009 

Valparaiso/ 

Santiago de 

Chile 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting  30 October 2009 Santiago de 

Chile 

 

Extraordinary EU-Chile Inter-parliamentary meeting  

 

 

26 January 2010 

 

Brussels 

 

XII EU-Chile JPC 

 

 

30 March 2010 

 

Seville/ Spain 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting 

 

15 July 2010 

 

Brussels 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting  

 

 

September 2010 

 

Chile 

 

 XIII EU-Chile JPC meeting 

 

28 November - 

3 December 

2010 

 

Valparaiso/ 

Santiago de 

Chile 

 

XIV EU-Chile JPC meeting 25 January 2011 Brussels 

 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting  

 

18 May 2011 Montevideo / 

Uruguay 

 

XV EU-Chile JPC meeting 

2-5 November 

2011 

Valparaiso/ 

Santiago de 

Chile 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting  20 December Brussels 
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 2011 

 

 

 

XVI EU-Chile JPC meeting 

 

 

24 January 2012 

 

Brussels 

 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting  

 

5 September 

2012 

Brussels 

 

 

XVII EU-Chile JPC meeting 

 

26 September 

2012 

 

Brussels 

 

Exchange of views with Mr. Sebastián Piñera, President 

of Chile 

 

 

15 November 

2012 

 

Brussels 

 

XVIII EU-Chile JPC meeting 

 

21-22 January 

2013  

 

Valparaiso/ 

Santiago de 

Chile 

 

EU-Chile JPC Bureau meeting  

 

28 November 

2013 

Brussels 

 

XIX EU-Chile JPC meeting 

 

23 January 2014 

 

Brussels 

 

 

 

 
 


