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MINUTES
of meeting of 12 March 2014, from 16.30 to 18.00

Strasbourg

The meeting opened at 16.30 on Wednesday, 12 March 2014, with José Ignacio Salafranca
Sánchez-Neyra, Chair, in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda PE506.900v02-00

The agenda was adopted as shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 5 February 2014 PE506.899v01-00

The minutes of that meeting were approved as they stood.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Delegation Chair announced that Mr Schäfer, who had initially confirmed his
participation, was in the end unable to attend the meeting. Baroness Catherine Ashton,
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, would not
be attending the EuroLat Assembly Plenary Session in Athens at the end of the month.
An invitation had been sent to the Greek Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Venizelos,
to speak in plenary on behalf of the Greek Presidency of the Council of the EU.

4. Preparations for the 7th ordinary plenary session of the Assembly, and the
meetings of the standing committees, the Executive Bureau and the Working
Group on Migration in Athens (27 to 29 March 2014)

Mr Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra invited members to examine the draft joint programme



PE506.901v01-00 2/2 PV\1023152EN.doc

EN

for meetings in Athens. There were no objections. He also said that in addition to the
plenary session, the joint programme would also include meetings of the Assemblyʼs
standing committees, the Working Group on Migration, the Executive Bureau
(ordinary meeting) and various political families. A meeting with civil society and the
Euro-Latin American Women’s Forum was also planned.

The inaugural session was planned for Friday, 28 March 2014 at the Greek Parliament,
and would include speeches by Mr Vangelis Meimarakis, President of the Greek
Parliament, and Ms Maria Damanaki, European Commissioner for Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries. The order of business in the Ordinary Plenary Session would begin with
the presentation and discussion of each of the five reports prepared by the relevant
standing committees, as well as a motion for a resolution on an urgent topic. A
discussion was then held on the admissibility of amendments tabled by fewer than 20
members, the minimum number required in accordance with Article 19 of the
Assembly's Rules of Procedure. This concluded with the decision to maintain a strict
interpretation of the rules and follow the article to the letter, without prejudice to the
interpretation made by the Latin American Co-President, and to inform the Assembly's
Latin American component of this decision. The Delegation Chair also raised the issue
of the disparity between the numbers of Delegation substitutes (30) and full members
(75), a matter which he considered had now been resolved through the ongoing reform
of the implementing provisions for the work of inter-parliamentary delegations, which
stipulated that all parliamentary delegations (including DLAT) would have to have the
same number of full members and substitutes. Finally, two Delegation members and
the Chair himself stressed the need and political importance of using the forthcoming
Plenary Session in Athens to provide a genuine display of the EuroLat Assembly's
solidarity, and that of its European and Latin American constituent members of
parliament, with Greece, its institutions and its people, in their efforts to reach the
political, economic and social stability needed to tackle the difficult times through
which the country and the Greek people were going.

The following spoke: José Ignacio Salafranca-Sánchez-Neyra; María Irigoyen Pérez;
Esther Herranz García; Luis Yáñez-Barnuevo; Bernadette Vergnaud

5. Other business
None.

6. Date and place of next meeting

The next Delegation meeting would take place after the European elections.

The meeting closed at 17.10.


