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I. Introduction

In line with the Delegation for relations with the countries of the Andean Community’s 2011
programme of activities, as approved by the Conference of Presidents on 25 November 2010,
the Delegation sent a Working Party to Bogotá and Cartagena de Indias (Colombia) from 25
to 28 April 2011, headed by Mr José Manuel García-Margallo y Marfil (EPP), Chair of the
Delegation. The working party was composed of Mr Catalin Sorin Ivan, First Vice-Chair
(S&D), Ms Izaskun Bilbao, Second Vice-Chair (ALDE), Mr Agustín Díaz de Mera (PPE), Mr
Gabriel Mato (PPE), Mr Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL) and Ms Evelyn Regner (S&D).

II. Political and economic situation

President Juan Manuel Santos, who was sworn in as President of Colombia on 7 August 2010,
continues to enjoy the wide-ranging support of the people. His government is supported by a
broad political coalition and his popularity ratings are high. In Congress, the government can
count on a large majority in both the House of Representatives and the Senate, where only
around 15-20 members of each House can clearly be identified as belonging to the opposition.
Such extensive support is without precedent in Colombia's political history. While
maintaining the ‘democratic security’ policy introduced by President Álvaro Uribe (2002-
2010), the new government has proposed a number of wider reforms aiming at tackling some
of the root causes of the violent conflict that has dogged Colombia for decades and
safeguarding the rights of victims. Displaying a less confrontational style than his predecessor
and seeking consensus for the Government’s policies, including among centre-left circles,
President Santos has distanced himself from Uribe both in style and substance, despite the
fact that he played a key role in the previous government. This has reduced the polarisation of
Colombia’s political life which characterised the last years of Uribe’s presidency.

The new Government faces significant challenges. Reducing the persistent poverty and
unemployment rates and insecurity are key priorities. Despite improvements in the security
situation, the FARC is not likely to be defeated militarily in the short term, nor is there any
immediate prospect of new peace talks. The emergence of new criminal and paramilitary
groups is causing growing concern. Immediately after taking office, Juan Manuel Santos
ordered the offensive against the FARC to continue, stating that it was necessary to achieve
results on the military front as long as the FARC did not show any willingness for peace. In
addition to the traditional FARC-related violence, various other paramilitary groups and
organised crime are responsible for acts of violence. In particular, there are growing concerns
over the so-called new illegal armed groups (NIAGs) – often referred to as ‘Bacrims’ (from
‘bandas criminales emergentes’, emerging criminal gangs) – in Colombia Police statistics
indicate that almost half of the around 15 000 killings which took place in Colombia in 2010
can be attributed to organised crime, including these groups.

While the problem of drug cultivation, production and trafficking may not be as
overwhelmingly important as in the 1980s and the 1990s, it remains the basis for extensive
criminal activities and a main source of security threats. The NIAGs or paramilitary successor
groups, as well as the FARC and the ELN continue to control and profit from the drug
business.

Continuing violence and the emergence of the NIAGs have curbed any significant decrease in
human rights violations. Violence and killings are in particular targeting groups such as trade
union activists and leaders, human rights defenders, journalists, community leaders and
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displaced people claiming to get their land back. The rate of murders of trade unionists is the
highest in the world, with 44 killings reported in 2010.

Decades of armed conflict and the related violence have caused one of the highest numbers of
internally displaced people (IDPs) in the world. In April 2010, there were 3.4 million IDPs,
according to government figures, out of a population of some 46 million people. Unofficial
figures by a Colombian NGO set the amount of IDPs at 4.9 million. The UN High
Commissioner for Refugees expects that the number of IDPs will continue to rise.

During its first months in power, the Santos administration has proposed new legislation to
establish a more equal regional distribution of revenues from mining and oil exploitation,
reform of the labour market, health reform to bring increasing expenditure under control and
reform of the justice system. However, the most important reform proposal is addressing the
issue of reparation to the victims of violence, including the restitution of land. The main
points of the law (adopted by the House of Representatives in December 2010 and by the
Senate in May 2011) are as follows:

- the explicit recognition of an armed conflict in Colombia, which marks a clear break with
the policies of former present Álvaro Uribe, who warned that this could facilitate recognition
of groups of combatants as conflicting sides in a ‘war’; an analysis rejected by President
Santos;

- the law covers both the victims of guerrilla and paramilitary violence as well as those
affected by the actions of agents of the State, although this latter fact cannot be taken to be
recognition of responsibility on the part of the State and its institutions;

- remedial measures provided for by the law include financial compensation and, above all,
the restitution of land. The State has undertaken to provide humanitarian aid and special
assistance to ensure that victims are provided with healthcare and education, as well as
symbolic reparations and guarantees that they will never again suffer such violence;

- the law provides protection to direct victims of the conflict, their spouses and first-degree
relatives. Guerrilla fighters and paramilitaries cannot be considered victims, unless they were
children or adolescents who disassociated themselves from such groups before reaching the
age of majority, nor can their families be considered indirect victims.

The Government of Juan Manuel Santos has defined ambitious objectives for what it has
called an ‘era of democratic prosperity’, in which Colombia during the coming decade will
overcome poverty and develop a middle class, as well as realise the country’s substantial
export potential by exploiting its infrastructure and geographical situation. This should allow,
according to Government plans, annual growth rates of at least 6%, lifting seven million
people out of poverty and creating at least three million new jobs. However, economic growth
has suffered from the impact of the international economic and financial crisis, and, in
particular, falls in Colombian exports to the USA. The impact of the severe floods and heavy
rains in late 2010 and early (possibly the worst natural disaster in Colombia's history) is
currently complicating efforts to reduce the fiscal deficit.

Despite the positive macro-economic outlook, the improvement of social conditions remains a
major challenge. The continuing popularity of the Santos administration will depend to a large
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extent on whether it will be able to reduce the high level of unemployment, and, in a wider
perspective, spread the benefits to larger segments of the population through a sustained
reduction in poverty and economic and social inequalities, areas in which Colombia remains
below the regional average.

III. Relations between the EU and Colombia

1. Political dialogue

- At bilateral level, the intensive political dialogue at various levels between the EU and
Colombia is evidenced by EU support for Colombian forces in putting an end to the violence
that had plagued the country for half a century.

2. Trade

In the area of trade, the EU is Colombia’s second largest partner, following the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) bloc.

Like all South American countries, Colombia is a beneficiary of the Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP). Thanks to this and the most-favoured nation clause, no import duty is paid
on almost 90% of Colombian products entering the EU market. Colombia is also a beneficiary
of the arrangements agreed under the GSP-drugs regime.

Negotiations for a CAN-EU Association Agreement were postponed in 2008 due to internal
divisions within the Andean Community (CAN). Bolivia and Ecuador have been reluctant to
strengthen economic ties between the two blocs. In the light of this failure, in February 2009,
Colombia and Peru separately commenced bilateral negotiations with the European Union for
a Trade Agreement.

The EU-Colombia negotiations were concluded in March 2010, prior to signing the Trade
Agreement in Madrid in May 2010 at the time of the 6th LAC-EU Summit in Madrid. The
result is both well-balanced and ambitious, with substantial gains on both sides in terms of
market access and rules. The Accord covers trade in manufactured products, agriculture goods
and services, as well as investments. In order to take into account the different levels of
development of the signatory countries, the agreement includes a chapter on cooperation to
promote competitiveness and innovation, facilitate trade and advance technology transfers. It
also includes a reference to the commitment of the parties to respect of human rights and the
protection and promotion of labour.

3. Cooperation

The EU's cooperation with Colombia responds to the overall objective of promoting conflict
prevention and ensuring peace in Colombia, through an integral approach which addresses the
structural causes of conflict, such as inequality, the isolation of some regions and a tradition
of illegality and impunity.

As defined in the Memorandum of Understanding signed in May 2007, the new Country
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Strategy for the period 2007-2013 will disburse a total of EUR 160 million, to be allocated to
the following priority areas of cooperation: peace and stability, including alternative
development; the rule of law, justice and human rights and, productivity, competition and
trade.

4. Activity of the European Parliament

The European Parliament has consistently shown itself to be very alive to events on the
Colombian political scene by adopting various resolutions and asking numerous
parliamentary questions to the Council and Commission, amongst other activities. Recurrent
themes have been the expression of concern about and condemnation of violence, the
situation of the trade-unions rights and violations of human rights, the calls for the release of
hostages and the support for peace efforts, as well as the endorsement of an integral approach
in the fight against drugs. The effect of the Multi-Party Agreement is a further priority area.

In its Resolution of 5 May 2010 on the EU strategy for relations with Latin America,
Parliament welcomed the efforts made by the Spanish presidency to secure the signing of the
trade agreement with Colombia.

With regard to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (EuroLat), on 7 July 2008
its two Co-Presidents issued a statement expressing their satisfaction over the release by the
Colombian armed forces of Ingrid Betancourt and other hostages held by the FARC.

The affair concerning the illegal surveillance by the Colombian intelligence service (DAS)
has acquired a European dimension, as investigations have revealed that DAS activities have
focused on European citizens and institutions, including Parliament’s Subcommittee on
Human Rights. The European Commission has stated that the issue is regularly discussed with
the Colombian Government and that investigations into the matter are ongoing.

IV. Meetings held

1. Meetings with the executive branch of government

1.1. Meeting with the Colombian President, Juan Manuel Santos Calderón

The Working Party (WP) held a meeting with the President of Colombia, Dr Juan Manuel
Santos, on Tuesday, 26 April 2011 at 12:30. The President raised the following issues:

- The political and economic situation in Colombia;
- Human rights;
- The armed conflict in the country’s interior;
- Relations with the EU.

The President began by mentioning security issues, which remain of fundamental importance
in a country that has been dogged by an armed conflict lasting half a century. He also stressed
his determination to improve social cohesion with a view to considerably reducing poverty.
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He also saw a culture of greater respect for human rights as fundamental for his country. As
for the armed conflict, the key to the situation was not to have ‘hit rock bottom’; peace talks
could begin under certain circumstances if factions were prepared renounce terrorism or free
hostages, for example. The President also informed the members of the WP on recent
legislation concerning full compensation and restitution of land for victims of human rights
violations and breaches of international humanitarian law (better known as the victims’ and
land restitution laws). The laws will have a considerable impact at both national and
international level. Colombia has a good opportunity to reclaim a leading role on the
international stage. With regard to Colombia’s relations with the EU, President Santos
expressed his satisfaction with the recent EU-Colombia Multi-Party Agreement. Lastly,
concerning the DAS affair, the President spoke of the Government’s attempts to pass a new
draft law on the DAS, an initiative which was, however, rejected by the Supreme Court.

The Members José Manuel García-Margallo (Chair), Izaskun Bilbao (Vice-Chair), Agustín
Díaz de Mera, Willy Meyer and Evelyn Regner stressed the following issues: the internal
conflict and possibilities of solving it, the victims’ and land restitution law, the EU-Colombia
Multi-Party Agreement and the DAS affair.

1.2. Meeting with the Vice-President of the Republic, Dr Angelino Garzón

The Working Party held a meeting with the Vice-President of Colombia, Dr Angelino
Garzón, on Wednesday, 27 April 2011 at 11:30.

The Vice-President’s answers to questions asked by the WP Members Mr García-Margallo
(First Vice-Chair), Ms Izaskun Bilbao (Second Vice-Chair), Mr Agustín Díaz de Mera, Willy
Meyer and Evelyn Regner focused on the following points:

- The Colombian Government has imperatives: the pursuit of peace and reconciliation, the
promotion and protection of human rights, the pursuit of prosperity – in conditions of equality
and with respect for the environment – the rejection of illegality and all forms of violence and
the fight against drug trafficking, terrorism and organised crime.

- Seven political parties have signed the ‘Fundamental Democratic Agreement’, which
recognises certain basic principles that are indispensible for democracy to work as it should
and should supersede legitimate political and ideological differences and form part of a
national consensus.

- Promotion of a culture with zero tolerance for human rights violations and breaches of
international humanitarian law. The government wishes to work hand-in-hand with civil
society and the international community to ‘break away from fears and mistrust to work
together for the noble cause of human rights’. Great hopes are thus nurtured for the National
Human Rights conference in November 2011.

- Renewed efforts in the fight against impunity, with a view to dispensing swift justice to
criminals. Vigorous efforts to combat corruption, which is the natural ally of organised crime.

- Colombian society has roundly condemned illegal armed groups and their criminal practices
such as terrorism and kidnapping. The Government has publically stated that the door is not
closed to these groups, but that before any initiatives can be considered they have to free all
hostages and put an end to terrorism, violence and the use of anti-personnel mines.
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- Similarly, the fight against criminal gangs, drug trafficking, organised crime and other types
of criminality has to continue apace. The army, police and the entire apparatus of the State,
including the National Prosecutor's Office and judiciary, will thus be involved.

- The draft victims’ and land restitution law is unequivocal evidence of the Government’s will
to give greater priority to victims and bring aggressors to book.

- The Government officially recognises around 3 400 000 displaced persons, of whom
300 000 have been dispossessed of their land. The draft law would be decisive in ensuring
that illegally occupied land could be given back to its rightful owners.

- Colombia is particularly vulnerable to climate change. The negative effects of ‘La Niña’ (a
cyclical ocean-atmosphere phenomenon resulting from a decrease in average water
temperatures in the Pacific off the coasts of Peru and Ecuador) led to a particularly rainy
winter in Colombia, causing flooding that killed more than 400 people and affected 3 million
more.

- Just as business people are entitled to run their companies in the most productive and
competitive manner possible, workers have the right to be employed on fair wages in decent
jobs in conditions of respect for them, their labour rights and their entitlement to
comprehensive social security and trade union membership;

- The Colombian Government welcomed the signing of the EU-Colombia Multi-Party
Agreement and hopes that agreements of this type would help strengthen respect for human
rights, labour rights and the environment.

1.3. Meeting with the Minister for Trade, Industry and Tourism, Mr Sergio Díaz-Granados

The Working Party held a meeting with Minister Díaz-Granados in the morning of Tuesday,
26 April. EU-Colombia relations and, in particular, the recent Multi-Party Agreement were
the main topics of conversation.

The Minister emphasised the importance of the EU Agreement for Colombia. In the context
of Colombia’s increasing global openness, an agreement with the EU was essential. This
Agreement established a framework of trust for investment and would enable more exports
and improved imports. The Minister hoped that the free-trade agreement (FTA) between
Colombia and the USA could be voted on by the US Congress, where it has been deadlocked
for some time. Colombia has recently signed FTAs with Canada and Switzerland and hopes to
sign agreements with Norway and South Korea in the near future.

José Manuel García-Margallo (Chair), Willy Meyer and Evelyn Regner spoke of sensitive
issues in the EU-Colombia agreement: biofuels and alcoholic beverages. On 15 March 2011,
the relevant department at the European Commission published its response to the draft
decree of Colombia’s Ministry of Mines and Energy laying down ‘provisions governing the
use of alcohols and biofuels for use in automobile engines’. Colombian legislation stipulates
that by 2012, 60% of new vehicles, whether Colombian or imported, must be equipped with
motors that run on a mixture containing at least 85% ethanol. By 2016, these rules will
concern 100% of vehicles. This constitutes a ‘technical barrier’ to the import of vehicles from
Europe. European manufactures unable to produce vehicles with E85 motors, including some



PE446.754v01-00 8/18 PV\875202EN.doc

EN

from Spain, Germany and the Czech Republic, will be excluded from the market. A further
problem concerns arrangements for marketing wines and spirits, which are subject to different
rules according the region of the country. Certain departments apply tariffs favouring
Colombian-produced beverages.

The Minister explained that the economy of the eastern part of the country could be greatly
boosted if a biofuels sector were to develop there. Prohibitive duties dating from the colonial
period are imposed on alcoholic beverages. Taxes on alcohol and tobacco are actually the
main source of revenue for health and education. Imported alcoholic beverages would thus be
taxed at the same rate. The Minister shared the EU’s misgivings and hoped that a solution
satisfying both parties could be found soon.

1.4. Meeting with the High Presidential Counsellor for Reintegration, Mr Alejandro Eder

The WP held a meeting with the High Presidential Counsellor for Reintegration, Mr
Alejandro Eder on the morning of 26 April.

The High Counsellor presented his institution, the High Presidential Council for Reintegration
(ACR), whose mission is to provide advice to, coordinate with and manage public and private
bodies working towards reintegration, as well as to draw up, carry out and assess state policy
for the social and economic reintegration of armed individuals or groups living outside the
law who individually or collectively choose to demobilise. It works in coordination with the
Ministry of National Defence, the Ministry of the Interior and Justice and the Office of the
High Commissioner for Peace. Between the start of the process in 2003 and 2010, a total of
52 617 people chose to demobilise, of which 20 937 did so individually and 31 680
collectively; 35 000 were paramilitaries and 17 000 were guerrillas. The demobilised fighters
receive counselling, education, healthcare, professional training etc. to enable them to begin
the process of reintegrating into society and rebuilding their personal relationships. They are
also made aware of their rights and taught how to assume and exercise them, to resolve
conflicts without resorting to violence and shown how to acquire skills to enable them to lead
a rewarding life within the law. The Counsellor stated that the reintegration was a long
process taking five to six years. Unfortunately, 3 800 of these 52 000 people have gone back
to their former life of violence; a re-offending rate of 7%. According to estimates, the re-
offending rate could go as high as 15%; 7 500 individuals. In any case, this still represents a
success rate of 85%. By way of comparison, the re-offending rate for criminals in the USA is
44%.

The following Members then spoke: José Manuel García-Margallo (Chair), Catalin Ivan
(Vice-Chair), Izaskun Bilbao (Vice-Chair), Agustín Díaz de Mera, Gabriel Mato, Willy
Meyer and Evelyn Regner.

The High Counsellor replied, stressing the following points:

- the ultimate objective of the reintegration process is to consolidate peace;
- all demobilised fighters are supposed to reach a level of education corresponding to the

fifth year of primary school;
- more than 300 demobilised former fighters are currently in university education;
- after completing a given training period, they can find work in certain companies or
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receive a subsidy to start a company (around 12 000 demobilised former fighters are
currently working in the formal economy);

- they have to complete a certification process to ensure that they had not committed any
crimes against humanity;

- their average age is 27;
- on average, they spent eight years in illegal groups;
- 300 of them are minors;
- 67% of Colombia’s public supports the reintegration process.

2. Meeting with representatives of Colombia’s Parliament

2.1. Meeting with representatives of Congress

In the morning of 27 April 2011, the Working Group held a meeting with Dr Carlos Chavarro
Cuéllar, First Vice-President of the Senate, Dr Guillermo García Realpe, President of the
Second Committee of the Senate, and Dr Carlos Alberto Zuluaga, President of the House of
Representatives.

The following topics were discussed:

- the political situation in Colombia (activities of the new Government, armed conflict in the
country’s interior, human rights, drug trafficking etc. ;
- the composition of Congress;
- the recent cold snap and its consequences;
- Colombia’s possible accession to the OECD;
- further regional integration (Mexico and South America’s Pacific coast countries);
- the free-trade agreement with the USA;
- the EU-Colombia Multi-Party Agreement and the possible ratification thereof by Parliament.

The following Members then spoke: José Manuel García-Margallo (Chair), Izaskun Bilbao
(Vice-Chair), Willy Meyer and Evelyn Regner.

3. Other meetings

3.1. Meeting with Dr Juan Carlos Forero, Deputy National Prosecutor

In the afternoon of Tuesday, 26 April 2011, the Working Party (WP) held a meeting with
Colombia’s Deputy National Prosecutor, Dr Juan Carlos Forero. Dr Forero answered
questions from José Manuel García-Margallo (Chair), Agustín Díaz de Mera, Willy Meyer
and Evelyn Regner.

The Deputy National Prosecutor raised the following issues:

- The National Prosecutor’s Office (Fiscalía General de la Nación) was established in
1991, replacing the traditional system of investigating magistrates (jueces de
Instrucción), and investigates all crimes with the exception of those committed by
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civil servants, which are investigated by the State Prosecutor’s Office (Ministerio
Público or Procuraduría);

- The National Prosecutor’s Office is independent of the executive and legislative
branches of government. The National Prosecutor is appointed by the Supreme Court
and is empowered to investigate ministers, governors and generals. He is currently
processing over 1000 cases, including the trials of the former directors of the DAS;

- The National Prosecutor’s Office has numerous units which each deal with a specific
issue, such as the human rights unit (consisting of 102 prosecutors, each of whom is
currently investigating more than 100 cases), the unit dealing with attacks on trade
unionists, the anti-corruption unit (which investigates, among other things, misuse of
public funds and crimes connected with public procurement), the anti-Bacrim unit
(which combats ‘Bacrims’ [bandas criminales emergentes – emerging criminal
gangs], essentially made up of former paramilitaries) and the anti-drug trafficking unit
(UNAIM).

Dr Forero concluded by stating that the civil justice system in Colombia had made great
progress, gradually supplanting the traditional system of military justice.

3.2. Working dinner with the ambassadors of the Member States represented in Bogotá

On Monday, 25 April, the WP members José Manuel García-Margallo (Chair), Catalin Ivan
(Vice-Chair), Izaskun Bilbao (Vice-Chair) held a working dinner with the ambassadors of
France, Mr Pierre-Jean Vandoorne, Italy, Mr Gerolamo Schiavoni, the Netherlands, Ms
Marion van de Coppello, Austria, Mr Andreas Liebmann-Holzmann, Portugal, Mr Augusto
Peixoto, the UK, Mr John Anthony Dew and the EU, Mr Fernando Cardesa.

The principal topics for discussion were: activities of President Santos’s Government and
difficulties encountered by the Executive, as well as the EU-Colombia Multi-Party
Agreement. With regard to the first point, it was stressed that the Government enjoyed
considerable popular support, even from forces traditionally opposed to it. Progress had been
made on the issue of respect for human rights and reduction of impunity, notably through the
draft victims’ and land restitution law. Relations with the neighbouring countries Ecuador and
Venezuela have improved and the way has been paved for a free-trade agreement with the
USA and the EU-Colombia Multi-Party Agreement, among others. However, the Santos
administration still faces problems with regard to the internal armed conflict, drug trafficking
and social inequalities. As part of its ‘democratic prosperity’ policy, the Government was
exploring possibilities for a peaceful solution to the armed conflict and was continuing to
promote social cohesion.

3.3. Meeting with Mr Francisco Solé, Chair of the Association of European Chambers Of
Commerce in Colombia

In the afternoon of Tuesday, 26 April 2011, the WP held a meeting with Mr Francisco Solé
and his colleagues. These businesspeople answered questions from the Members José Manuel
García-Margallo (Chair), Catalin Ivan (Vice-Chair) and Gabriel Mato.

The following points were stressed:
- Colombia is the second most populous country in South America and has a good education
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system and a lively cultural life;
- Since 1991, the Colombian economy has become ever more open to the outside world and

numerous free-trade agreements have been signed with other countries;
- These agreements present considerable advantages for both parties;
- The Colombian economy is dominated by SMEs;
- Informal sectors of activity represent a large proportion of the economy;
- The trades unions are weak;
- Progress has been made regarding respect for human rights.

3.4. Meeting with representatives of civil society

In the afternoon of Tuesday, 26 April, the WP held a meeting with representatives of
civil society.

In discussions, the civil society representatives expressed the following opinions

- Some of the new Government’s positions were lauded, but still considered
insufficient.
- They deplored the fact that no agreement between trade blocs (the EU and the Andean
Community) could be reached and considered that the EU-Colombia Multi-Party
Agreement failed to take account of the differences between the parties and only
referred to the fact that the agreement was contingent on respect for human rights in
very generic terms, and did not include clauses making the agreement conditional on
such respect.

- They deplored the extreme inequality in Colombia (the fourth most unequal country in
the world), the failure of the demobilisation law and the incidence of sexual and gender-
based violence (12 000 women murdered between 2002 and 2009).

- They expressed support for a peaceful solution to the internal armed conflict.

The following Members then spoke: Izaskun Bilbao (Vice-Chair), Willy Meyer and Evelyn
Regner.

3.5. Meeting with representatives of the Afro-Colombian community

In the morning of Thursday, 28 April, in Cartagena de Indias, the WP held a meeting with
representatives of the Afro-Colombian community.

These representatives explained the difficulties they faced to the Members present – Mr
Catalin Ivan (Vice-Chair), Sra. Izaskun Bilbao (Vice-Chair), Mr Agustín Díaz de Mera,
Mr Gabriel Mato and Ms Evelyn Regner – and stressed the following issues:

- There are around 68 000 displaced persons in the district of Cartagena, some of whom
have been in this situation for over 10 years;

- Displaced Afro-Colombians consider themselves victims of discrimination and their
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leaders are frequently threatened;
- 90% of the displaced population work in informal sectors of the economy (as street

vendors for example) since state aid (EUR 120 per family per month) is insufficient;

- the displaced population appreciate certain aspects of the land restitution law, but
consider that it has to guarantee the safety of displaced persons reclaiming their former
land.

V. Conclusions

The 2011 programme of activities for the Delegation for relations with the countries of
the Andean Community anticipated a Working Party visit to Bogotá and Cartagena de
Indias (Colombia). This Group, comprising Mr José Manuel García-Margallo y Marfil
(Chair), Mr Catalin Ivan (Vice-Chair), and Ms Izaskun Bilbao (Vice-Chair) held
meetings with the leaders of the executive and legislative branches of the Colombian
Government and of the judiciary, representatives of the business sector, civil society,
Cartagena’s Afro-Colombian community and with the ambassadors of the Member
States based in Bogotá.

The Working Group thus had meetings with Dr Juan Manuel Santos Calderón, President
of the Republic, Dr Angelino Gárzon, Vice-President of the Republic, Dr María Angela
Holguín, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Dr Sergio Díaz-Granados, Minister for Trade,
Industry and Tourism. It also met with Senators Carlos Chavarro and Guillermo García
and the President of the House of Representatives, Dr Carlos Alberto Zuluaga. The WP
held a meeting with the High Presidential Counsellor for Reintegration, Dr Alejandro
Eder and the Deputy National Prosecutor, Dr Juan Carlos Forero.

The Working Party’s visit came at a highly opportune moment, following the signing of
the Multi-Party Agreement between the European Union and Colombia. Much of the
conversation was taken up with this Agreement although the discussions also included
issues such as Colombia’s political, economic and social situation, the internal armed
conflict, reintegration of demobilised fighters, the war on drug trafficking and
corruption, human rights, climate change, regional integration, etc.

The Working Party would like to sincerely thank all the people who contributed to the
success of this visit to Bogotá and Cartagena, in particular Ambassador Fernando
Cardesa and his staff.
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Sra Silvia SOLE Cabina Española

Sr Ana PARRILLA NADAL Cabina Española

Sr Hugo POOLEY Cabina Inglesa

Sr S. FEARNSIDE Cabina Inglesa

PARLAMENTO EUROPEO
2009 - 2014

Delegación para las Relaciones con los Países de la Comunidad Andina

ANEXO II: PROGRAMA

Grupo de Trabajo a Colombia
25 - 28 de Abril de 2011
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Lunes 25 de Abril de 2011

Llegada a Bogotá de los Miembros de la Delegación del Parlamento Europeo al
aeropuerto internacional El Dorado en Bogotá y traslado al

Hotel Radisson, Bogotá
Calle 113 No. 7-65
Teléfono: (57-1) 629-5559

18.00 Reunión del Secretariado de la Delegación del PE con la Delegación de la UE

Dirección: Hotel Radisson - Calle 113 No. 7-65

20.00 Cena de trabajo con los Embajadores de los Estados Miembros de la Unión
Europea y la Delegación de la UE en Colombia

Dirección: Hotel Radisson, Calle 113 No. 7-65

Martes 26 de Abril de 2011

8.15 Salida del Hotel

9.00-9.30 Reunión con el Ministro de Comercio, Sergio Díaz-Granados

Dirección: Calle 28 No 13 A – 15 28 No 13 A – 15

10.30-11.30 Reunión con el Alto Consejero Presidencial para la Reintegración, Alejandro
Eder y su equipo (María Isabel Cerón, Gerente de la Unidad de Cooperación, y
Alejandro Reyes, Asesor Jurídico del Consejero)

Dirección: Calle 14 n° 7-19, Piso 15

12.30-13.00 Reunión Presidente de la República, Dr. Juan Manuel Santos

Dirección: Casa Nariño

13.15-14.30 Almuerzo ofrecido por la Ministra de Relaciones Exteriores, María Ángela
Holguín Cuéllar
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Dirección: Calle 10 No. 5-51.
Invitados en listado anexo

15.30-16.30 Reunión con el Vice-Fiscal General de la Nación, Dr. Juan Carlos Forero

Dirección: Diagonal 22B No. 52-01, Bloque C, piso 4, Ciudad Salitre.

17.00-18.00 Encuentro con el Presidente de la Asociación de Cámaras Europeas en
Colombia - EuroCámaras, Francisco Solé y otros Presidentes de Empresas
Europeas

Dirección : Delegación de la Unión Europea, Calle 116 N° 7-15 - Piso 12, Bogotá

18.00-19.00 Encuentro con Representantes de la sociedad civil.

Dirección : Delegación de la Unión Europea, Calle 116 N° 7-15 - Piso 12, Bogotá

Miércoles 27 de Abril de 2011

8.30 Check-out / Salida del Hotel

9.30-10.30 Encuentro con representantes del Congreso ( Senado y Cámara de
Representantes de la República
 Primer Vicepresidente, doctor Carlos Ramiro Chavarro Cuéllar
 Segunda Vicepresidenta, doctora Alexandra Moreno Piraquive
 Presidente de la Comisión II, Guillermo García Realpe
 Vicepresidente de la Comisión II, Camilo Romero
 Presidente de la Cámara de Representantes, Carlos Alberto Zuluaga

Lugar: Edificio del Congreso

11.30-13.00 Reunión con el Sr. Vicepresidente de la República, Dr. Angelino Garzón

Dirección: Ctra 8ª No. 7-57

14.00 Almuerzo

16.00 Traslado de los Miembros de la Delegación del Parlamento Europeo al aeropuerto
internacional El Dorado Bogotá saliendo del Hotel Radisson
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18.05 Salida del vuelo AV 8548 con destino a Cartagena de Indias

19.35 Llegada a Cartagena de Indias y traslado hacia el hotel

Hotel Santa Clara
Calle Del Torno 39-29
Barrio San Diego
Cartagena de Indias
Tel. (57- 5) 6504 700

Jueves 28 de Abril de 2011

9.00-10.30 Participación en la Sesión Solemne conjunta de la Mesa Directiva y del Grupo de
Trabajo Migraciones de la Asamblea Parlamentaria Euro-Latinoamericana

Lugar : AECID1, Centro, Carrera 36 N° 2-+74, Plaza de Santo Domingo

11.00-12.30 Encuentro con Afro-Colombianos desplazados en Cartagena

Lugar : Salón Caribe, Coliseo B. Caraballo, Paseo de Bolívar, Carrera 17, Cartagena de Indias

Tarde/noche Vuelos de regreso a Europa de los Miembros de la Delegación del Parlamento
Europeo
- salidas individuales

1 - Centro de Formación de la Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo


