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Historical background on the Euronest PA

I – The EU policy context

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) of the European Union, including both the
Eastern and the Southern dimensions, was launched in 2003-04 with proposals of the
European Commission, at the time of the largest enlargement ever achieved by the Union
since its origins. Originally, a proposal to include Russia among the new Eastern Neighbours
of the enlarged EU was formulated and delivered to that country's authorities, who declined
the offer.

The ENP, with the objective of avoiding the emergence of new dividing lines between the
enlarged EU and its neighbours and instead strengthening the prosperity, stability and
security of all, is based on the values of democracy, rule of law and respect of human rights.

This ENP framework has been proposed to 16 of EU's closest neighbours, to the South and to
the East – Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,
Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine.

The ENP is chiefly a bilateral policy between the EU and each partner country. Within the
ENP the EU offers its neighbours a privileged relationship, building upon a mutual
commitment to common values (democracy and human rights, rule of law, good governance,
market economy principles and sustainable development). The level of ambition of the
relationship depends on the extent to which these values are shared.

The Polish and Swedish Governments played a particularly active role for the development of
the Eastern dimension of the ENP.

The Presidency conclusions of the European Council of 19/20 June 2008 endorsed in
paragraphs 68 to 71 the proposals on developing the Eastern dimension of the European
Neighbourhood Policy, inviting the Commission to take the project forward and to present to
the Council in spring 2009 a proposal on the "Eastern Partnership".

The Eastern Partnership was indeed launched in Prague in May 2009 with Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine in the course of a Summit of Heads of
State and Government of these countries and of the EU Member States.

The Eastern Partnership is a joint initiative between the EU, EU Member States and the
Eastern European partner countries: it enables partner countries interested in moving towards
the EU and increasing political, economic and cultural links to do so. It is underpinned by a
shared commitment to international law and fundamental values - democracy, the rule of law
and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms - and to market economy, sustainable
development and good governance.

The EU has put forward concrete ideas for every partner country. The aim is to improve
relations both between the EU and partner countries bilaterally and between the latter.

A new generation of Association Agreements has been negotiated with some countries on an
individual basis, namely with Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. These will replace the
Partnership and Cooperation Agreements concluded with partner countries (apart from
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Belarus) in the late 1990s. The first Association Agreement, including its trade component -
the DCTFA was initialled with Ukraine in March 2012 and partly signed, in the middle of the
Ukrainian crisis, two years later, in March 2014, while the latest AA/DCFTAs to have been
initialled were the ones for Georgia and the Republic of Moldova in November 2013.

The Agreements with Georgia and Moldova, as well as the remaining part of the Agreement
with Ukraine were signed on 27 June 2014.

II- The European Parliament context

1. In his capacity, at that time, as EP Vice-President responsible for the Eastern
Neighbourhood, Mr Saryusz-Wolski (EPP, Poland) addressed a letter, in December 2006, to
President Borrell Fontelles in which he submitted the idea "of creating an inter-parliamentary
forum EU-Neighbourhood East (EURO-NEB EAST) on the model of the existing EURO-
MED or EURO-LAT Assemblies which would allow multilateral parliamentary dialogue
among the Eastern European partners and the European Parliament favouring the necessary
exchanges, debates on EU values, on the functioning of democracy and on all subjects which
are "at the heart of actuality: energy, environment, public health, fight against crime and
terrorism, etc."

2.  In its resolution of 15 November 2007 on "Strengthening the EU Neighbourhood Policy",
the European Parliament:

41.  Considers it important to enhance the parliamentary dimension of the political
partnership between the European Parliament and the countries involved in the eastern part of
the ENP; suggests, therefore, the setting-up of an EU-Neighbourhood-East Parliamentary
Assembly (EURO-NEST), following the example of the multilateral parliamentary
assemblies already established with the participation of the European Parliament, and
involving the Parliaments of Ukraine, Moldova, Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan, as well as
pro-democracy observers from Belarus;

42.  With a view to reinforcing the parliamentary dimension, encourages the Council,
the Commission and the Member States to develop, in cooperation with the governments of
countries involved in the eastern part of the ENP, a platform for regional multilateral
cooperation at ministerial level, strengthening further the political dimension of the ENP in
the East of Europe;

43.  Is convinced that such an assembly and ministerial cooperation would usefully
contribute to the implementation of the strengthened ENP and would bring added value to the
work of bilateral inter-parliamentary delegations, allowing all the parties concerned to
reinforce cooperation, solidarity and mutual confidence, to contribute to the settlement of
frozen conflicts, and to strengthen regular multilateral dialogue on subjects of common
interest with a clear regional dimension such as energy, the environment, the fight against
terrorism, migration management, human rights, etc.;

3. On 4-5 June 2008, the European Parliament organized a Parliamentary Conference ENP-
EAST, inviting representatives of the six Eastern Neighbourhood countries (Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine). Belarus was represented by non-MPs
representatives of the democratic opposition. The final statement of the Conference, adopted
by all participants, called "upon the European Parliament and the national parliaments
represented at the Conference to examine the issue of setting up an EU-Neighbourhood-East
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Parliamentary Assembly, where the EP and participating parliaments could provide
appropriate mutual assistance for closer integration with the EU" (§ 13).

4. In early October 2008, the President of the European Parliament sent letters of consultation
to each Speaker of  parliament of the countries concerned (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Moldova and Ukraine), except Belarus. All parliaments agreed to participate actively in the
works of the future EURO-NEST Parliamentary Assembly.

5. At its meetings of 15 January and 16 April 2009, the Conference of Presidents approved
the establishment of a EURO-NEST PA in the context of the European Neighbourhood
Policy.

6. On 6 May 2009, the European Parliament issued a decision containing a list of all new
delegations (40) to be established for the 7th legislature; among them, the delegation to the
Euronest Parliamentary Assembly.

7. At the Prague Eastern Partnership Summit of 7 May 2009, the Heads of State or
Government and representatives of the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the
Republic of Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, while establishing the
Eastern Partnership, invited the parliamentarians from the European Union and the partner
countries to come forward with ideas regarding the European Parliament’s proposal to
establish an EU-Neighbourhood East Parliamentary Assembly (EURO-NEST PA).

8. On 14 September 2009, the European Parliament decided on the size of its first delegation
to the Euronest PA, on the proposal of the Conference of Presidents (60 Members). The Chair
and 4 Vice-Chairs were elected at the constitutive meeting of the delegation on 30 September
2009 as follows:
- Chair: Mr Vigenin (SD, Bulgaria)
- First Deputy-Chair: Mr Ungureanu (EPP, Romania)
- Second Deputy-Chair: Mr Czarnecki (ECR, Poland)
- Third Deputy-Chair: Mr Gerbrandy (ALDE, Netherlands)
- Fourth Deputy-Chair: Mr Saryusz-Wolski (EPP, Poland).

9. In February 2010, a fact finding delegation of the EP informally discussed with the
authorities of Belarus, in Minsk, the possibility of the participation of 10 observers from
Belarus, 5 coming from the political opposition and from the civil society of Belarus and 5
from the Parliament, in the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly. This proposal was rejected by
the authorities of Belarus. The European Parliaments delegation to the Euronest PA decided,
at its meeting of 10 March 2010, that the EP should stick to its previously formed position to
invite 10 observers, coming only from the civil society and the political opposition in
Belarus, to the constituent meeting of the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly.

All other Eastern European partner countries, which had normal relations with the Parliament
of Belarus, insisted on the formal participation of Belarus in the Euronest Parliamentary
Assembly, as Belarus was an active partner in the Eastern Partnership multi-lateral
dimension.

10. On 11 March 2010, the Conference of Presidents, having exchanged different views on
possible arrangements for Belarus' future participation in the Euronest Parliamentary
Assembly, underlined the importance of finding a consensus among the political groups on
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the above-mentioned issue and decided that the constituent meeting of the Parliamentary
Assembly, scheduled initially for 24 March 2010, as well as the final decision on the draft
constituent act and the draft rules of procedure of the new Assembly, should be postponed
until such an understanding would be found.

The Conference of Presidents invited the President to consult the Speakers of the national
parliaments of the five other Eastern partner countries with a view to facilitating a
compromise.

11. Apart from President Buzek's personal contacts with the Eastern Parliaments' Speakers, it
was decided to organise meetings of the Enlarged Bureau of the EP Delegation with the
Heads of the Eastern Partners' delegations. At the first of such meetings, in June 2010, the
prevailing view was, that the Euronest project should not be stopped or remain as hostage of
the Belarus issue. Members indeed decided to reconvene in the same format in September
2010, when they could still not find a compromise on the participation of Belarus, but also
started to examine the text of the draft Constituent Act and the Rules of Procedure of the new
future Assembly and decided to meet again after the Autumn 2010 legislative elections in
Azerbaijan and Moldova. At the third meeting, in January 2011, participants had a substantial
exchange of views with the European External Action Service (EEAS) on the on-going
review of the European Neighbourhood Policy.

They also had an extensive discussion on the way to concretely allow the Assembly starting
to work. Following the violent crack-down and arrests of December 2010 against  opposition
representatives in Belarus, during and after the Presidential elections in that country, overall
consensus was reached on the option of calling the Euronest PA constituent meeting without
any Belarusian participation (with the formula: 60 MEPs + 50 MPs, i.e. 10 from each Eastern
European country, letting 10 seats vacant for the future possible Belarusian membership), but
with the assumption that a Working Group on Belarus would be set up from the outset.

III - The Euronest PA and its bodies' meetings

Following the delicate political agreement reached by the parties, and subsequent preparation
of the text of the Constituent Act and Rules of Procedure, the constituent meeting of the
Euronest PA took place on 3 May 2011 in Brussels.

It is worthy to note that the Constituent Act, Art. 3, reads:
“Membership
To take part in the work of the EURONEST Parliamentary Assembly, a Parliament shall:
- be part of the constitutional system of one of the countries participating in the Eastern
Partnership;
- have been elected according to OSCE commitments, and other international standards for
democratic elections;
- commit itself to protecting and promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms,
pluralistic democracy and the rule of law".

This provision was conceived as to underpin the potential admission of a Belarusian
component to the Euronest PA, in the future.
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At the constituent session, the Speakers of the five Eastern European Partners' Parliaments, or
their representatives, as well as the President of the European Parliament, Mr Buzek (EPP,
Poland), signed the Euronest PA Constituent Act and adopted the Assembly's Rules of
Procedure. The Rules contained provisions allowing to avoid outvoting of one component
from the other and protecting the so-called "vital interest" of any Eastern European Partner in
front of particular issues to be decided by the Bureau or delicate points in the resolutions of
the Assembly.

The Euronest PA elected by acclamation, following the two components' designations,the
two Co-Presidents:

Mr Vigenin, S&D Bulgaria, for the EP component (NB. succeeded by Mr E. Kirilov, S&D
Bulgaria until the end of the EP 7th legislature)
Mr Tarasyuk, Ukraine, for the Eastern component
and the eight Co-Vice-Presidents:
Mr Ungureanu, EPP Romania
Mr Czarnecki, ECR Poland
Mr Gerbrandy, ALDE Netherlands
Mr Saryusz-Wolski, EPP Poland
Mr Hovhannesyan, Armenia (NB. current vice-president: Mr Zakaryan)
Mr Suleymanov, Azerbaijan
Mr Darchiashvili, Georgia (NB. current vice-president: Mr Dolidze)
Mr Corman, Moldova (NB. current vice-president: Mr Lupu)
These ten Members formed the first Bureau of the Euronest PA.

Four standing parliamentary committees, composed of 30 members each, were set up, and
namely:

• Committee on Political Affairs, Human Rights and Democracy, chaired by Mr
Hökmark, EPP, Sweden and Mrs Chiora Taktakishvili, Georgia (NB. currentt Co-Chair: Mr
Dolidze)
• Committee on Economic Integration, Legal Approximation and Convergence with EU
Policies, chaired by Mr Färm, S&D, Sweden and Mr Ionita, Moldova
• Committee on Energy Security, chaired by Mr Ransdorf, GUE/NGL, Czech Republic
and Mr Muradov, Azerbaijan
• Committee on Social Affairs, Education, Culture and Civil Society, chaired by Mrs
Andrikiene, EPP, Lithuania and Mr Zakaryan, Armenia

Also, two Working Groups, composed of 10 members each, were established:

• Working group on Belarus, chaired by Mr Saryusz-Wolski, EPP, Poland and Mr
Diacov, Moldova;
• Working group on the Rules of Procedure, chaired by Mrs Herczog, S&D, Hungary,
Mr Hovhannesyan, Armenia (NB. current Co-Chair: Mr Poghosyan) and Mr Rzayev,
Azerbaijan

The First Ordinary Session was held on 15 September in Strasbourg. The choice of the date
had been made with the precise intention to deliver a comprehensive resolution to the Summit
of the Heads of State and Government of the Eastern Partnership planned for 29-30
September 2011 in Warsaw.
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During the summer of that year, the Political Committee co-rapporteurs, Mr Darchiashvili
(Georgia) for the Eastern component and Mr Ungureanu (EPP, Romania) for the EP
component, worked on the draft resolution entitled "recommendations for the 2011 Eastern
Partnership Summit: high expectations for ambitious deeds", while the other three
committees prepared draft opinions on the same issue from their respective sector's point of
view.

However, at the Strasbourg plenary session, it was impossible to adopt the resolution, due to
controversial language on a paragraph: "stress the essential importance of the EU’s firm
support for sovereignty, territorial integrity, independence and inviolability of borders in the
Eastern Neighbourhood as established by the UN Charter, the OSCE Helsinki Act and other
relevant multilateral documents". This wording was found particularly difficult to
compromise upon from the point of view of those Eastern Partners affected by protracted
conflicts.

Also, during that session it appeared that the voting by show of hands, and manual counting,
resulted in a confused and too lengthy procedure. The scope for improvement of the rules of
procedure was by then already clear.

However, the two co-presidents of the Euronest PA, Mr Vigenin and Mr Tarasyuk, were
invited, along with the EP President, Mr Buzek, to attend the Warsaw Summit.

In April 2012, the Second Ordinary Session of the Euronest PA was held in Baku
(Azerbaijan). It was a particularly successful session, during which five resolutions were
adopted on:

• Resolution on challenges for the future of democracy, including the question of free
and independent media in Eastern Partnership and EU countries
• Resolution on trade agreements between the EU and the Eastern European Partners,
including the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas, and the EU assistance in this field
• Resolution on energy security, renewable energy, energy efficiency, energy
infrastructure: developments in the Eastern Partnership and in the EU countries
• Resolution on Strengthening of civil society in the Eastern Partnership Countries,
including the question of cooperation between government and civil society, and the question
of the reforms aimed at empowerment of civil society
• Resolution on the situation of Yulia Tymoshenko.

Despite the challenge resulting from the the location of the session (in the Milli Mejlis of
Azerbaijan) and the fact that the President of Azerbaijan addressed the participants with a
very long speech, including a tense part on the Nagorno-Karabach conflict, all Eastern
European Partners' delegations attended it and the overall atmosphere was much more
constructive, in comparison with the First Strasbourg Session.

The Third Ordinary Session was held on 28-29 May 2013 in Brussels.
The following four resolutions were adopted:

- Resolution on regional security challenges in Eastern European partner countries
- Resolution on approximation of the national legislation of Eastern Partnership countries
with EU legislation in the economic field
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- Resolution on energy security in connection with energy market and harmonisation between
the Eastern European partner and the EU countries
- Resolution on combating poverty and social exclusion in the Eastern Partner countries

and debates took place on the budgetary aspects of the Eastern Partnership and on the
preparation of the Vilnius Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the Eastern
Partnership, planned for 28-29 November 2013.

During the session, the EP Co-President Mr Vigenin announced his decision to resign, as he
would become Foreign Minister of Bulgaria, and the Assembly acclaimed as his successor
Mr Evgeni Kirilov (SD, Bulgaria).

The Bureau of the Euronest PA adopted, in early November 2013, a message for the Summit
of Vilnius, which was then delivered by Mr Kirilov and Mr Tarasyuk in front of the Heads of
State and Government on 29 November 2013 in Vilnius.

At the time of drafting the present note, the Fourth Ordinary Session is planned to be held in
early 2015 in Yerevan (Armenia). The standing parliamentary committees are preparing, for
that session, reports on the following topics:

- Report on Engaging in a stronger partnership between the EU and Eastern European partner
countries through the European Neighbourhood Instrument for 2014-2020

- Report on Infrastructural cooperation between the EU and Eastern Partnership countries:
road, rail and air transport joint projects

- Report on Challenges, potential and new engagement in cooperating on energy efficiency
and renewable sources within the Eastern Partnership

-Report on Culture and intercultural dialogue in the context of the Eastern Partnership

Dates and places of Committee meetings:

Committee on Political Affairs, Human Rights and Democracy:

3 May 2011, Brussels (Constituent meeting)
14 September 2011, Strasbourg
30-31 January 2012, Brussels
2 April 2012, Baku
14 February 2013, Tbilisi
27 May 2013, Brussels
11 February 2014, Brussels

Committee on Economic Integration, Legal Approximation and Convergence with EU
Policies:

3 May 2011, Brussels (Constituent meeting)
14 September 2011, Strasbourg
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23-24 January 2012, Brussels
2 April 2012, Baku
12-13 February 2013, Chisinau
27 May 2013, Brussels
22 January 2014, Brussels

12 February 2013, Chisinau
ECON SEMINAR: “Approximation of the national legislation of Eastern Partnership
countries with the EU legislation in the economic field”

Committee on Energy Security:

3 May 2011, Brussels (Constituent meeting)
14 September 2011, Strasbourg
26 January 2012, Brussels
2 April 2012, Baku
12 February 2013, Baku
27 May 2013, Brussels
20 September 2013, Vilnius
12 February 2014, Brussels

19 September 2012, Brussels
ENERGY SEMINAR-WORKSHOP: "EU-Eastern European Partners cooperation in energy
security: achievements, barriers and prospects"
20 September 2013, Vilnius
ENERGY WORKSHOP: "Eastern Partnership prospects on energy efficiency and renewable
energy"

Committee on Social Affairs, Education, Culture and Civil Society:

3 May 2011, Brussels (Constituent meeting)
14 September 2011, Strasbourg
23-24 February 2012, Yerevan
2 April 2012, Baku
19-20 March 2013, Brussels
27 May 2013, Brussels
13 February 2014, Brussels

Dates and places of Working Group meetings:

Working Group on Belarus
29 November 2011, Brussels
2 April 2012, Baku
11 October 2012, Brussels
28 May 2013, Brussels
1 April 2014, Brussels
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Working Group on Rules of Procedure
17 October 2011, Brussels
25 January 2012, Brussels
14 March 2012, Strasbourg
12 September 2012, Strasbourg
7 March 2013, Brussels

Dates and places of Bureau meetings:

3 May 2011, Brussels (Constituent meeting)
21 June 2011, Brussels
14 September 2011, Strasbourg
15 March 2012, Strasbourg
3 April 2012, Baku
16-17 November 2012, Chisinau
17 April 2013, Strasbourg
28 May 2013, Brussels
1-2 November 2013, Kiev
31 March 2014, Brussels

IV – An overview of the first three years of functioning of the Euronest PA

Overall, the Euronest PA, expected to be the parliamentary dimension of the Eastern
Partnership, had a difficult and lengthy start. Its establishment took almost two years of
discussions: the main points which prevented the European Parliament and the relevant
Eastern European Parliaments from establishing the Assembly earlier, after the launch of the
Eastern Partnership in Prague in May 2009, were two: Belarus and the Rules of procedure.

On Belarus, Members had to accept the fact that the Assembly’s Constituent Act, on 3 May
2011, would be subscribed without Belarus. However, none of the components are satisfied
with the current situation, in particular the Eastern Partners, and there is a common
understanding that  the Euronest PA will only be considered  “complete” when Belarusian
Members will sit and debate in it. The Euronest PA has been trying to carry on a political
dialogue with Belarus opposition and civil society through its dedicated Working Group. At
the same time, it is regrettable to note that Belarus denied entry visa to some Euronest PA
Members (notably, from the EP component). For readers’ information, it is interesting to
mention that Belarus always contested its exclusion from the Euronest PA, on the assumption
that the country is regularly participating in the other activities of the Eastern Partnership’s
multi-lateral track (executive platforms, panels, ministerial meetings, etc.), and that, as
Euronest was meant to represent the parliamentary dimension of that Partnership, Belarus
should have participated in it.

On the Rules, Members had difficulties in finding a common ground on how the Assembly
should work. At times, it was difficult to reach an understanding on the logic of an integrated
“trans-national” Assembly, moving somewhat on from the national logic, culture and
procedures. This is why, in the beginning, members decided to include in the Rules of
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Procedure the “vital interest” provision, which implied adoption of deliberations by
consensus. They learned a lot from the experience of applying that rule at the Second
Ordinary Session, (and renouncing, thus, the adoption of any resolution) and thus reviewed it
in 2012. The Working Group on Rules continued fine-tuning the Rules of Procedure in 2013
leading to new amendments being prepared for the next plenary session. Overall, the
Assembly's members' awareness of the importance to have clear and smooth proceedings has
been raised. This was also very much a learning experience, especially for the Eastern
component, to take back home to the national parliaments.

Committee work: overall, the Euronest PA succeeded the most in the committees, as those
were the political bodies where Members could go deep into the issues, explore several facets
of a problem, try and understand the technical constraints, listen to the experts. Committees
were also the places where Members could more easily talk in a smaller context and better
understand each other.

EU national parliaments: in the beginning, Members had debates on whether they should
invite national parliaments of the EU Member States to appoint members to the Euronest PA;
they eventually decided to offer, instead, some observer space to the parliaments of the EU
Troika states at every plenary session. The same was done with other EU advisory bodies (the
Committee of Regions, the Economic and Social Committee). In addition, the Co-Presidents
decided to present the Euronest PA's achievements, via letters and newsletters, to all the
national parliaments of the EU and the Eastern European Partner countries, from 2012
onwards, and asked them for their feed-back. The Euronest PA should reinforce this aspect of
its work, especially in the light of provisional implementation of the Association
Agreements/Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas with Georgia, Moldova and
Ukraine.

United in diversity:  all equal, all different. The Euronest PA has given room to all
delegations for staying together and growing together as partners, irrespective of the evolving
national agendas. The Euronest PA has been and will be a forum for deepening the debate on
the multi-lateral dimension of the Eastern Partnership and its values.

Youth and women:  in November 2012, the Euronest PA Bureau took a decision, in principle,
to allow the political groups and families to organise the Euronest Women’s Forum. While
this decision could not be implemented, so far, this project remains, nonetheless, an attractive
one for the future.

Thanks to the European Parliament financial and organisational efforts, it was possible, late
in 2013, to launch two important projects for the youth: Euronest Scola and the Young
Leaders Forum of the Eastern Partnership and the EU.  These important experiences are set to
continue on a regular basis.

Political groups: there is, in the Rules of Procedure, the potential for establishing Euronest
political groups, which would have a membership stretching transversally from the EP to the
EaP component of the Assembly. This would be a tremendous political development, which
would definitely strengthen ties between the EU and the Eastern Partners.

Rotation for Partners: this mechanism, still to be agreed upon, remains one of the
fundamental keys to the smooth functioning of the Assembly and to democratic
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implementation of its Rules. The Co-Presidents tried indeed to facilitate Eastern Partners’
viable understanding on this issue, but a proper rotation system has not been found yet.

Better coordination with the executive Platforms and with the EaP Summit: the Euronest PA
could better coordinate its work-plan, in substance and timewise, with the bi-annual Summits
agendas and with the work of the thematic platforms and panels. To achieve this, the
Assembly could choose more consistently the subjects of its reports and enhance its
monitoring of the work of the executive platforms, which, for the time being, is followed at
the administrative level by the Secretariat, without any real points of contact, content-wise.

Assembly's Secretariat: the European Parliament organised, in 2012 and 2013, two dedicated
trainings for the staff of the Eastern component's secretariat with presentations and concrete
exercises on the work related to the multi-lateral assembly and its committees. Nevertheless,
unfortunately,  the level of expertise and technical know-how, as well as the burden-sharing,
are still far from ideal and the EP supports, still, most of the work-load. On top of this, some
Eastern Partner Parliaments have not been able to provide for more than one people to the
Euronest-related activities, which rendered it impossible to provide any decent assistance to
those countries' delegations. This needs to improve: not only for a simple reason of fairness,
but because, if Partners cannot assume their part of secretarial work, they will not have a
proper co-ownership of the Assembly.


