
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    September 2014 / Issue No2 

 

 

 

CHAIR'S WELCOME 
The next meeting of 
the ENVI Committee 
will be taking place 
in Brussels on 
3 September 2014. 
The Committee will 
vote on budgetary 
amendments and on 
an opinion on the 
draft budget of the 
European Union for 
the financial year 
2015. The Committee 
will also decide on 
the procedure to 
follow as regards the 

adoption of written questionnaires for Commissioners-
designate within its remit.  Additionally, Members will 
discuss a draft opinion on the European Semester which 
will feed into an own-initiative report by the ECON 
Committee.  

The Italian Presidency is invited to present the Council's 
position on the proposal on the restriction or prohibition 
of the cultivation of GMOs in Member States and 
Commissioner Potočnik will appear before committee to 
present the Circular Economy Package. 

Health policy is also high on the agenda this week. 
Members will receive Commissioner Borg for a discussion 
on the Ebola crisis in West Africa and hold and exchange 
of views with Commission representatives on the state of 

play of the EU Alcohol Strategy. 

Giovanni La Via 

MEETING PREVIEW 
 

General budget of the European Union for the financial 
year 2015 – all sections 

Adoption of draft opinion and adoption of budgetary amendments 

 

As a general rule, the 
Commission aligned 
its Draft Budget 2015 
proposal to the 
amounts foreseen in 
the Multiannual 

Financial 
Framework 2014-

2020 as adopted by the Council and the European  

 
 
Parliament. The proposal amounts to almost €146 billion 
in commitment appropriations and slightly above €142 
billion in payment appropriations. In terms of figures, 
the Council's position, agreed in mid-July, amounts to € 
140 billion in payments, limiting the increase compared to 
the 2014 EU budget as adopted last year to 3.3 %. Total 
commitments amount to € 145.08 billion, up by 1.7 % 
compared to 2014.   
 
54 budgetary amendments have been tabled and 14 
amendments have tabled to the draft opinion. Budgetary 
amendments are to be tabled by 4 September. 

 
Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)                    Procedure file  

Shadows: Groote (S&D), Girling (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), 

Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 
 

European Semester for economic policy coordination: 
implementation of 2014 priorities 

Consideration of draft opinion 

The draft opinion 
will feed into the 

own-initiative 
report by the 
ECON Committee 
(rapporteur De 
Backer), which 

provides 
Parliament's input 

into the annual cycle of economic policy guidance and 
surveillance. 

The rapporteur calls on the Commission to fully reflect 
the greening of EU economies in the 2015 Annual Growth 
Survey, the European Semester and the review of the 
Europe 2020 Strategy. Environmentally harmful subsidies 
should be phased out by 2020 and taxes shifted away 
from labour to environmental taxation. In his view, 
improving resource efficiency is crucial as it increases 
competitiveness by creating savings and reducing raw 
materials’ and energy dependency. Therefore it is crucial 
to comprehensively integrate the resource efficiency 
agenda in the European Semester and the renewed 
Europe 2020 strategy, as well as to include benchmarking 
and lead indicators. EU energy efficiency requirements 
and the waste acquis should be fully implemented across 
the EU to untap the growth potential. 

Amendments are to be tabled by 10 September and the 
vote in ENVI is foreseen for 30 September.  

Rapporteur: Gerbrandy (ALDE) Shadows: Melo (EPP), Girling (ECR) 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bENVI-OJ-20140723-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1031/1031687/1031687en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1033/1033074/1033074en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2040(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie%20GIRLING_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1032/1032547/1032547en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/fr/96978/NUNO_MELO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html


 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / September 2014/ Issue No2 2 

Possibility for the Member States to restrict or prohibit 
the cultivation of GMOs in their territory 

Presentation of the Council position by the Italian Presidency 

The Commission 
made its proposal 
back in July 2010. 
On 5 July 2011, the 
EP adopted its 1st 
Reading position, 
which was 
supported by a 
broad majority of 

MEPs (548 votes in favour, 84 against and 31 
abstentions). Major elements of the EP-position are, in 
particular, the possibility of restricting/banning the 
cultivation of GMOs based on a significantly broadened 
list of reasons in comparison to the EC proposal meaning 
that GM-cultivation could be based on environmental 
grounds. According to the EP, a national/regional 
restriction/ban must be subject to a prior independent 
cost-benefit analysis and a public consultation. In 
addition, Member States shall 1) make publicly available 
any such measure at least 6 months before the start of 
the growing season; 2) adopt those measures for a 
maximum of 5 years and 3) review them when the GMO 
authorisation is renewed.  The EP also calls on Member 
States to establish a general mandatory system of 
financial liability. As to the legal basis, the EP is in favour 
of Art. 192(1) TFEU (Environment) instead of Art. 114 TFEU 
(Internal Market).   

On 12 June 2014, a political agreement was reached in 
the Council. The Italian Presidency has the intention to 
transmit the Council position during the September part-
session in view of a 2nd reading agreement to be 
achieved before the end of 2014. 
 

A draft recommendation should be considered at the 
ENVI meeting of 9 October, with a deadline for 
amendments on 14 October. The vote on the negotiating 
mandate is envisaged for the meeting of 5-6 November 
2014. 

 

EU Alcohol Strategy: State of play 

Exchange of views with Commission representatives 

The harmful use of 
alcohol is the second 
largest lifestyle 
related cause of 
disease in Europe and 
a risk factor for over 
60 chronic diseases. 
Young people are 
particularly at risk of 

short term effects of drunkenness, including accidents  
 

and violence, with alcohol-related deaths accounting for 
around 25% of all deaths in young men aged between 15 
and 29.  
 
A first Oral question 2013/02 by Antonyia Parvanova 
(ALDE) and Rebecca Taylor (ALDE) on future EU 
actions in supporting Member States to combat alcohol 
related harm, has been debated on the 25th of April 2013. 
In reaction to the Commission's reply ALDE asked for a 
Resolution on the issue (ENVI/7/14861 - Rile 115), this 
resolution was adopted in ENVI on the 12th of February. 
The vote in plenary was foreseen before the end of the 
last legislature, due to the extremely tight plenary 
schedule, the procedure lapsed.  
 
The Commission was asked to review its decision to not 
update the Strategy, to explain whether additional 
actions are being taken and to produce the report on the 
application of the requirements to provide information 
on ingredients and nutrition information to alcoholic 
beverages by December 2014 as foreseen by Regulation 
(EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to 
consumers. 

 

Exchange of views with Mr Janez Potočnik, Commissioner 
for the Environment on the "Circular Economy Package" 

 

The main topic of the 
exchange of views will be 
the circular economy 
package. This package, 
which the Commission 
presented in July, consists 
of a horizontal 
communication titled 
"Towards a circular 

economy: A zero waste programme for Europe", a 
legislative proposal to revise six existing waste directives, 
and three specific communications on green action for 
SMEs, on sustainable buildings and on green 
employment. 
 
The key focus areas of its Communication on circular 
economy are: 

 Designing and innovating for a circular 
economy 

 Unlocking investment in circular economy 
solutions 

 Harnessing action by business and 
consumers and supporting SMEs 

 Modernising waste policy and targets: 
waste as a resource 

 Setting a resource efficiency target 
 
The legislative proposal amends six Directives 
addressing the management of waste: EU Framework 



 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / September 2014/ Issue No2 3 

Waste Directive, Landfill Directive, Packaging and 
packaging waste Directive, End-of-life vehicles Directive, 
Batteries and accumulators Directive, WEEE Directive. 
The package consists mainly of an increase of waste, re-
use and recycling targets, a reduction of food waste 
generation by 30% by 2025, the introduction of minimum 
operating conditions for Extended Producer 
Responsibility, as well as the introduction of an Early 
Warning System for monitoring compliance with the 
recycling targets. 
 
In its Communication on sustainable buildings, the 
Commission sets out the action it intends to take up to 
2020 in order to promote a more efficient use of 
resources by buildings. This includes, in particular, the 
development of core indicators to assess the 
environmental performance of buildings throughout 
their life cycle as well as action in order to improve the 
functioning of the market for recycled construction 
material. This corresponds to requests by the EP in May 
2012 when the EP - in its Resolution on "A resource-
efficient Europe" - urged the Commission to stimulate 
the European market in recycling and reuse by fostering 
the demand for and availability of recycled materials and 
to develop indicators for resource efficiency.  
 

Exchange of views with Mr Tonio Borg, Commissioner for 
Health on the Ebola crisis in West Africa 

 

The 2014 Ebola outbreak is 
one of the largest Ebola 
outbreaks in history and 
the first in West Africa. It 
is affecting four countries 
in West Africa: Guinea, 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Sierra 
Leone. This is the most 
severe outbreak yet 
recorded, in terms of the 

number of human cases and deaths since the discovery 
of the virus in 1976, with the number of cases from the 
current outbreak now outnumbering all cases from 
previous outbreaks combined.  
 
The outbreak began in Guinea in December 2013, but was 
not detected until March 2014, after which it spread to 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Nigeria. The outbreak is caused 
by the Zaire Ebola virus, known simply as the Ebola virus 
(EBOV).  
 
A separate outbreak of Ebola virus disease, which is not 
related to the outbreak in West Africa, was laboratory-
confirmed on 26 August by the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). On 30 August 2014, Senegal’s Ministry of 
Public Health and Social Affairs provided WHO with 
details about a case of Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
announced in that country on 29 August. 

The European Union has already committed EUR 11.9 
million through ECHO and Member States have provided 
additional bilateral support. Council conclusions were 
adopted by the Foreign Affairs Council meeting on the 15 
August 2014. 
 
The World Health Organization, in partnership with the 
Ministries of Health in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and 
Nigeria reported 3069 suspect and confirmed cases of 
EVD (Ebola virus disease), including 1552 deaths.  
 
According to the ECDC, the risk of importation of the 
disease to the EU and the risk of spreading and becoming 
infected remains very low if basic precautions are strictly 
followed as transmission of EVD requires direct contact 
with blood, secretions, organs or other bodily fluids of 
dead or living infected persons or animals. Unlike 
influenza, the virus is not transmitted by air or droplets.  
 
While people infected with EVD may travel to EU from 
the affected countries, the risk of secondary 
transmission to direct close contacts (family or relatives) 
or in healthcare settings is still considered very low, if 
prevention measures are implemented. For tourists, 
visitors or residents in affected areas, the risk of infection 
is considered very low if elementary precautions are 
followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria


 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / September 2014/ Issue No2 4 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Developing a forest naturalness indicator for 
Europe 

This report documents the first steps for the 
development of a forest naturalness indicator for 
Europe. An enhanced European HNV forest indicator and 
its corresponding map will enable us to gain better 
insight into the current status and extent of forest 
naturalness, and will allow for further analyses on spatial 
and time trends. More 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC monitors on a day -by day basis threats 
for public health in the EU.  Find out about 
Ebola, the Middle East respiratory syndrome 

Coronavirus with the Centre's epidemiological updates 
are available and take note of ECDC's Communicable 
Diseases Report. More 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 ECHA is updating its strategy on 
checking the compliance of REACH 
registration dossiers for the coming 

years (2014-2018). The goal is to improve dossier quality 
as efficiently as possible using compliance checks and 
other measures. More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

 The European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) has today launched a six-
week public consultation on its 
updated EudraVigilance access 

policy, which takes into account the changes to the 
system of safety monitoring of medicines introduced by 
the pharmacovigilance legislation. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

EFSA has launched an online public 
consultation on the discussion paper 

“Transformation to an Open EFSA”, which sets forth a 
conceptual framework, a step-by-step methodology and 
a plan for the transformation of EFSA into an Open 
Science organisation over the next five years. The public 
consultation is open until 15 September 2014. Comments 
and suggestions made during the consultation will feed 
into the drafting of a policy document on Openness and 
Transparency at EFSA. More 
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Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI 
Committee does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. 

Subscription 
If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject "newsletter" to:  
envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  To sign up for ENVI committee press releases or for media enquiries, please write to  
envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia 
library and you can also download the extracts of speeches. 

Do you need more information? 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
24-25 September 2014, in Brussels 
See also the 2014 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-
Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings summarising information related to topical 
subjects. Find the latest updates via the links briefings and blog.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/developing-a-forest-naturalness-indicator?&utm_campaign=developing-a-forest-naturalness-indicator&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/ebola_marburg_fevers/Pages/index.aspx
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/title/echa-reviews-its-approach-for-compliance-check-to-optimise-its-impact-on-reach-dossier-quality
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/pages/includes/document/open_document.jsp?webContentId=WC500170699
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/pages/includes/document/open_document.jsp?webContentId=WC500170699
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2014/08/news_detail_002153.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/140717.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/envi/calendar_2014.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/

