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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the ENVI 
Committee will be taking place 
in Brussels on 24-25 September 

2014. Members will vote on a 

draft opinion on the European 
Semester which will feed into 
an own-initiative report by the 
ECON Committee. A joint 
debate will be held on two 
objections on measures linked 
to the Waste Framework 

Directive, followed by votes on related motions for a 
resolution. In addition, the Committee will consider and 
vote on a motion for a resolution based on an objection 
to the carbon leakage list for the period 2015-2019, under 
the Emissions Trading System. 

Members will adopt oral questions and discuss a draft 
motion for a resolution in preparation for the 20th 
Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change taking place in Lima in 
December 2014. This discussion will be particularly timely 
in the context of the Climate Summit hosted by UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on 23 September.  

The Committee will also decide on the opening of 
interinstitutional negotiations on proposals on packaging 
and packaging waste to reduce the consumption of 
lightweight plastic carrier bags as well as on the 
monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide 
emissions from maritime transport. The latter is also high 
on the international agenda as World Maritime Day, 
taking place on 25 September 2014, will be focusing on 
the effective implementation of IMO conventions, 
including energy efficiency measures for ships. 

At the end of the committee meeting, Members will take 
part in a workshop organised in view of hearings of 
Commissioners-designate, foreseen for the end of 
September and the beginning of October 2014. 

Giovanni La Via 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 

European Semester for economic policy coordination: 
implementation of 2014 priorities 

Adoption of draft opinion 

The draft opinion will 
feed into the own-
initiative report by the 
ECON Committee 
(rapporteur De Backer), 
which provides 
Parliament's input into 

the annual cycle of economic policy guidance and 
surveillance. 

The rapporteur calls on the Commission to fully reflect 
the greening of EU economies in the 2015 Annual Growth 
Survey, the European Semester and the review of the 
Europe 2020 Strategy. Environmentally harmful subsidies 
should be phased out by 2020 and taxes shifted away 
from labour to environmental taxation. In his view, 
improving resource efficiency is crucial as it increases 
competitiveness by creating savings and reducing raw 
materials’ and energy dependency. Therefore it is crucial 
to comprehensively integrate the resource efficiency 
agenda in the European Semester and the renewed 
Europe 2020 strategy, as well as to include benchmarking 
and lead indicators. EU energy efficiency requirements 
and the waste acquis should be fully implemented across 
the EU to untap the growth potential. 41 amendments 
have been tabled and 4 compromise amendments have 
been proposed. 

Rapporteur: Gerbrandy (ALDE)  Procedure file  

Shadows: Melo (EPP), Caputo (S&D), Girling (ECR), Konečná (GUE), 
Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Emissions Trading System (ETS): list of sectors and 
subsectors deemed exposed to a risk of carbon leakage, 
for the period 2015-2019 

Exchange of views and adoption of draft motion for a resolution 

 The Chairman received 
an objection to the draft 
Commission decision 
determining, pursuant to 
the ETS Directive 
(2003/87/EC), a list of 
sectors and subsectors 
which are deemed to be 

exposed to a significant risk of carbon leakage, for the 
period 2015 to 2019. The Directive provides that 
installations in sectors or subsectors which are exposed 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+ENVI-OJ-20140924-1+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+ENVI-OJ-20140924-1+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1032/1032547/1032547en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/fr/96978/NUNO_MELO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124851/NICOLA_CAPUTO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124756/DAVOR_SKRLEC_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1035/1035039/1035039en.pdf
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to a significant risk of carbon leakage should be allocated 
allowances free of charge at 100 % of the quantity 
determined by the relevant ex-ante benchmark and 
requires the Commission to determine a new carbon 
leakage list for 2015 -2019. The objectors oppose the 
draft measure on the grounds that it is not compatible 
with the aim and content of the basic instrument.  

Objector: Eickhout (Greens/EFA)                   

 

Waste Framework Directive: Annex III on Properties of 
waste which render it hazardous 

Exchange of views and adoption of draft motion for a resolution 

This objection concerns the 
draft Commission regulation 
replacing Annex III of the 
Waste Framework Directive    
(2008/98/EC). Annex III of the 
Waste Framework Directive 
lists properties of waste 

which render it hazardous. The draft regulation amends 
that Annex in order to align the definitions of the 
hazardous properties with Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 
on classification, labelling and packaging of substances 
and mixtures and to replace the references to Directive 
67/548/EEC and to Directive 1999/45/EC by references to 
Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008. Regulation (EC) No 
1272/2008 will replace those Directives with effect from 1 
June 2015. 

The objector, MEP Elisabeth Köstinger, opposes the draft 
regulation on the grounds that it is not compatible with 
the aim and content of the basic instrument. She 
criticizes that certain hazardous properties have been 
defined vaguely and no sampling methods have been 
defined. 

Objector: Köstinger (EPP)  

 

Waste Framework Directive: List of Waste  

Exchange of views and adoption of draft motion for a resolution 

This objection concerns the draft Commission decision 
amending Decision 2000/532/EC on the list of waste 
pursuant to the Waste Framework Directive. The draft 
decision amends the Annex to Decision 2000/532/EC, 
which contains a Union list of hazardous waste, in order 
to align it with the terminology used in Regulation (EC) 
No 1272/2008. Besides, the draft measure proposes the 
deletion of provisions which have become redundant. 

The objector opposes the draft decision on the grounds 
that it is not compatible with the aim and content of the 
basic instrument. She questions that the list of waste 
complies with certain requirements set by the Waste 
Framework Directive and considers that the draft 
decision fails to align the list of waste to state-of-the-art 
environment and technology criteria. 

Objector: Köstinger (EPP)   

2014 UN Climate Change Conference - COP 20 in Lima, Peru 
(1-12 December 2014) 

Adoption of oral questions and consideration of draft motion for a 
resolution 

 

From 1 - 12 December 2014, the 20th Conference of the 
Parties (COP20) to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) will be held in Lima, Peru. The 
proposed oral questions to the Council and Commission 
focus on actions needed to ensure that the COP20 
Conference makes significant progress in setting out the 
main elements of the 2015 global climate agreement. 
They cover the need to increase pre-2020 ambition levels 
in order to stay within the "below 2°C" objective; as well 
as the mobilisation of climate finance to achieve the 
joint goal of USD 100 billion per year by 2020. Along the 
same lines, the draft motion for a resolution addresses 
the framework, design and pathway towards the global 
climate agreement; an increase in the level of global 
ambition; and the implementation of previous COP 
decisions and agreements, particularly in the areas of 
climate finance and adaptation. 

The deadline for amendments to the draft motion for a 
resolution is 8 October, with a vote in ENVI foreseen for 5 
November 2014.  

 

Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)     

 

Co-rapporteurs: Florenz (EPP),  Leinen (S&D), Duncan (ECR), 
Gerbrandy (ALDE), Kyllönen (GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA),  
Mazuronis  (EFDD) 

 

Packaging and packaging waste: reduction of the 
consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags 

Decision on the opening of interinstitutional negotiations 

The properties that make plastic 
bags commercially successful – low 
weight and resistance to 
degradation – have also contributed 
to their proliferation in the 
environment. They escape waste 
management streams and 
accumulate in our environment, 
especially in the form of marine 

litter.  

On 4 November 2013, the Commission adopted a 
proposal that requires Member States to reduce their 
use of lightweight plastic carrier bags amending the 
Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive. Member 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1035/1035047/1035047en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96882/ELISABETH_KOSTINGER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1035/1035048/1035048en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96882/ELISABETH_KOSTINGER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/qo/1034/1034688/1034688en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/re/1035/1035006/1035006en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/re/1035/1035006/1035006en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1038/Karl-Heinz_FLORENZ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4262/Jo_LEINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europahttp/www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124768/VALENTINAS_MAZURONIS_home.html.eu/meps/en/124768/VALENTINAS_MAZURONIS_home.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/packaging_index.htm
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States' measures to reduce the use of plastic bags may 
include the use of economic instruments, such as 
charges, national reduction targets, and marketing 
restrictions. 

On 16 April 2014 the European Parliament adopted in first 
reading, by 639 votes to 51, with 72 abstentions, a 
legislative resolution on the proposal. The Parliament’s 
position amended the Commission proposal by 
introducing a European reduction target on plastic bags 
and a charge for lightweight plastic carrier bags. The 
Parliament also calls for the replacement of very 
lightweight plastic carrier bags with paper of 
biodegradable ones, the substitution of hazardous 
substances for packaging as a whole, as well as for the 
organisation of information campaigns. 

The ENVI Committee will now decide whether to enter 
into interinstitutional negotiations with the Council in 
view of an early second reading agreement. 

 
Rapporteur: Auken(Greens/EFA)   Procedure file  
Shadows:  Hölvényi (EPP), Bonafé (S&D), Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy 
(ALDE), Forenza (GUE/NGL), Evi (EFDD) 
 
 

Monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide 
emissions from maritime transport  

Decision on the opening of interinstitutional negotiations 

The main objective of 
this Regulation is to 
establish a European 
monitoring, reporting 
and verification (MRV) 
system for CO2 
emissions from ships as 
first step of a staged 

approach to reduce these emissions. In order to reduce 
the related administrative costs while ensuring robust 
results, simple and lean MRV requirements are 
proposed. The approach is therefore designed to make 
use of already existing data on board of ships to the 
fullest extent.  
Accordingly the operational features of the proposed 
MRV system: 
–    Focus on CO2 as predominant GHG emitted by ships    

and on other climate relevant information such as 
efficiency information to address market barriers for 
the uptake of cost-efficient mitigation measures and 
to align MRV with IMO discussion on efficiency 
standards for existing ships; 

–   Calculate annual CO2 emissions based on fuel 
consumption and fuel type and energy efficiency 
using available data from log books, noon reports 
and bunker delivery notes; 

–   Use existing structures and bodies of the maritime 
sector, in particular recognised organisations to 

verify emission reports and to issue documents for 
compliance. 

 

The ENVI Committee will now decide whether to enter 
into interinstitutional negotiations with the Council in 
view of an early second reading agreement. 

 
Rapporteur: Faria (ALDE)             Procedure file  
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Guteland (S&D), Juaristi Abaunz 
(GUE/NGL), Lövin (Greens/EFA),  Affronte (EFDD) 

 

Workshop in view of the Hearings of Commissioner-
Designates 

The aim of the 
workshop is to outline 
the state of play of 
the current legislation 
and to identify and 
describe the 
unresolved and 
upcoming key issues 

and challenges for Europe in the area of competences of 
the ENVI Committee for the next five years. The 
workshop programme includes the following items: 

- State of play of on-going EU environmental 
legislation and key issues for the next five years; 

- EU efforts in addressing climate change; 
- Public Health in the EU - State-of-play and key policy 

challenges; 
- Food Safety in the EU - State of play, current and 

future challenges. 
 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE  

 draft opinion and budgetary amendments on 
General budget of the European Union for the 
financial year 2015 – all sections 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0371(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124715/GYORGY_HOLVENYI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125193/ELEONORA_FORENZA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125101/JOSE+INACIO_FARIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0224(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer_FJELLNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125051/IOSU_JUARISTI+ABAUNZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96675/ISABELLA_LOVIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1031/1031687/1031687en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/am/1033/1033074/1033074en.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Europe successfully phasing out known 
ozone layer-harming chemicals 

Chemicals which damage the ozone layer 
continue to be phased out in the European Union, 
according to the latest data from the European 
Environment Agency (EEA). More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Following an increase in the number of cases 
of Ebola Virus Disease being recorded in West 
Africa, ECDC has updated its risk assessment 

and presents options for prevention and control of the 
disease for European citizens. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA has launched a public consultation 
on its draft recommendation of new 
substances to be included in the REACH 
authorisation list (Annex XIV). More  

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

In the face of the most severe 
and complex outbreak of Ebola 
virus disease in history, medicines 
regulators worldwide have 

committed to enhanced cooperation with the World 
Health Organization and between regulatory agencies to 
encourage submission of regulatory dossiers and 
evaluation of the submitted information on potential 
new medicines. The aim is to accelerate access to 
investigational treatments for patients most in need 
during the current outbreak. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

EFSA has coordinated an investigation to 
trace food items connected with a 

multinational outbreak of hepatitis A. Since January 2013, 
more than 1,440 hepatitis A cases have been reported in 
12 European countries, with 331 cases confirmed by 
genotyping. Following several Rapid Outbreak 
Assessments on the status of hepatitis A published by 
EFSA and ECDC, a scientific report "Tracing of food items 
in connection to the multinational hepatitis A virus 
outbreak in Europe" was issued in September 2014. More 
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Watch online 
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Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
13 October 2014, in Brussels 
See also the 2014 meeting dates for future meetings. 
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