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A T  A  G L A N C E  

This issue addresses the items on the agenda of the next 
committee meeting on 24-25 September. Amongst others, 
IMCO will hold a presentation of the study: "Cost of Non-Europe 
Report on the Single Market". IMCO will also have an exchange of 
views with Simona Vicari, Secretary of State for Economic 
Development and with Sandro Gozi, Italian Under-Secretary for 
European Affairs to discuss the IMCO-relevant priorities of the 
Italian Presidency’s programme. IMCO will consider amendments 
and vote on the European Semester for economic policy 
coordination: implementation of the 2014 priorities, where the 
rapporteur for opinion is Sergio Gaetano Cofferati (S&D) as well 
as vote to approve the 2015 calendar of IMCO committee 
meetings. IMCO will also hold a presentation of the studies on: 
“Indicators for measuring the Performance of the Single Market – 
Building the Single Market Pillar of the European Semester”; and 
“The Contribution of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
to Growth – Achievements, Trends and Key Policy Issues”.  

 This edition also reports from the last committee meetings of 
22 July and 8 September. On 22 July, IMCO had an 
exchange of views with: Daniel Calleja Crespo, Director-
General (DG ENTR); Jonathan Faull, Director-General (DG 
MARKT);Paola Testori-Coggi, Director-General (DG SANCO); 
and Roberto Viola, Deputy Director-General (DG CONNECT). 
On 8 September, in view of its work within the framework of 
the new legislature, IMCO voted on the delegation of powers 
to coordinators (rule 205 §2) and validated coordinators’ 
recommendations on "unfinished business". It also voted Ms 
Stihler’s (S&D) draft Opinion on the 2015 Budget  and the 
budgetary amendments to the Council’s position of the 
Commission’s Draft Budget.  

 

The full agenda of the next meeting is available on IMCO´s 
webpage. 

S E L E C T E D  N E W S  
IMCO PILOT PROJECTS AND PREPARATORY ACTIONS 

At their meeting of 8 September, IMCO Members endorsed the 
Coordinators’ recommendation to the BUDG Committee for one 
new Pilot Project (PP) on “Training SMEs on Consumer Rights in 
the Digital Age” and the extension of the PP on “Your Europe 
Travel (YET) Application for Mobile Devices” and the Preparatory 
Action on “Single Market Forum” for the budget year 2015. 
 

 
 
The new PP on “Training SMEs on Consumer Rights in the 
Digital Age” has the objective to help SMEs to comply with 
consumer protection law in the online environment. Such better 
compliance with the rules would reduce consumer problems and 
benefit traders by avoiding problems with the enforcement 
authorities. In particular, training modules for SMEs on EU 
consumer contract and marketing law for the online environment 
would be produced by a contractor for the Commission and would 
be made available free of charge to consumer and business 
associations. The modules would be produced as offline learning 
courses for all 28 Member States. The PP would have a starting 
phase from mid-2015 to mid-2016 for the drafting of the training 
modules, followed by a running phase. A kick-off conference will 
be followed by another conference every two years to assess 
progress to the work. The budget for this new PP is of 1.000.000 
EUR for both Commitment Appropriations (CA) and Payment 
Appropriations (PA) for the year 2015. 
 

 
The PP on “YET Application for Mobile Devices” will be at 
its second year in 2015. It is a one-stop shop that offers 
information on consumer rights and cross-border issues, and 
helps travellers when they encounter problems while they are 
abroad and have limited access to information and advice 
services. By the end of 2014 the Commission is expecting a 
feasibility study on the PP from an external contractor. The 
overall timeline for this PP is estimated at 22 months with a 
total budget of 500 000 EUR (250.000 EUR for 2014 and 
250.000 EUR for 2015), which includes full implementation of 
the IT application and building up of the service platform. The 
completion of the project is scheduled by November 2015. 
 
The Preparatory Action on “Single Market Forum” (SMF) 
is the follow up of the PP which took place in 2011 and 2012 
and will be at its third year in 2015. The objective of this 
Preparatory Action is to be a platform for exchanges between 
stakeholders and citizens with the European Institutions 
responsible for the legislative proposals in the area of the 
Single Market. For 2015, IMCO MEPs foresee a budget of 
1.200.000 EUR for both CA and PA. 
In 2014, the SMF is to focus on enforcement of the recently 
adopted legislations and will centre on 3 elements:  
1: A "state-of-play" conference in Brussels in autumn 2014 to 
present the outgoing Commission's main achievements and 
the challenges for the future. 2: A series of decentralised 
conferences / workshops in the MS to be held during the 
second semester of 2014. The workshops will focus on the 
implementation of important new pieces of legislation and 
other policies related to internal market and will identify the 
next steps to address the remaining issues. 3: A concluding 
event in Brussels in February or March 2015 at which the 
results of the decentralised conferences/workshops will be 
presented. The meeting will also be a platform for a political 
discussion involving the new MEPs and the new Commissioner 
about the state of the Single Market and its future. 
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
( 2 4 - 2 5  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4 )  

 
European Semester for economic policy 

coordination: implementation of 2014 priorities 

 
 

On 24 September, IMCO will discuss the 58 amendments tabled 
to Mr. Cofferati’s Opinion on the European Semester for economic 
policy coordination: implementation of the 2014 priorities. This 
opinion follows the Cofferati Report on Single Market governance 
within the European Semester 2014 adopted in plenary on 25 
February, and looks into the implementation of the priorities 
highlighted by Parliament in that Report. In particular, the Opinion 
notes the shift in the 2014 country-specific recommendations to 
strengthening growth and employment but considers that much 
more should be done in order to complete the Single Market and 
reap its potential to boost growth and create jobs. A good 
opportunity for that will be the upcoming midterm review of the 
Europe 2020 Strategy which could strengthen the role of the Single 
Market and, as stated in the Opinion, give priority to sectors with 
the most untapped potential, such as services, network industries 
and the digital economy. The vote in IMCO will take place on 25 
September. 
 
LINK: European Semester 
 

Up-coming studies on IMCO files 
 

On 24 September, IMCO will hear presentations of three 
upcoming studies in the area of Single Market Policy. 
Commissioned for IMCO by the Policy Department, the first two 
studies are entitled “Indicators for measuring the Performance of 
the Single Market – Building the Single Market Pillar of the 
European Semester” and the “Contribution of the Internal Market 
and Consumer Protection to Growth – Achievements, Trends and 
Key Policy Issues” and aim to contribute to the policy analysis of 
the Single Market and of its place within the Europe 2020 
strategy. The third study, entitled “Cost of Non-Europe Report on 
the Single Market and carried by the European Added Value Unit”, 
attempts to assess the costs of Non-Europe in the areas of free 
movement of goods, services, public procurement, Digital Single 
Market and consumer acquis. 

LINK: Studies 

 

Presentation of the Council Presidency’s 
programme 

On 24 September will have an exchange of views with Simona 
Vicari, Secretary of State for Economic Development and with 
Sandro Gozi, Italian Under-Secretary for European Affairs, to 
discuss the IMCO-relevant priorities of the Italian Presidency’s 
programme.  

 

In particular, amongst the Italian Presidency’s priorities set in 
their programme, special efforts will be made to complete the 
proposals put forward in the Single Market Act II.  

 

 

 

The Italian Presidency programme will be focused on a new 
“Approach to the Internal Market” (AIM), since the European 
Union now needs a strongly integrated economic platform and a 
coherent set of policies. A debate will be launched on the role of 
the internal market for growth, innovation and jobs within the 
framework of the mid-term review of the Europe 2020 Strategy. 
Within this context, the Presidency will encourage each Member 
State to highlight a target area where action may be needed to 
further develop the single market and possible measures to be 
taken (e.g. review of EU legislation, soft law, peer reviews), in 
order to help find common ground on a set of measures to 
increase Europe‘s economic integration.  The Presidency will 
accord special priority to policy areas which have a positive short 
and medium term impact on EU competitiveness, with a special 
focus on SMEs, linked to three capital drivers for growth: 
industrial competitiveness, innovation policies, trade and export 
policies (above all, challenges and opportunities resulting from 
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership - TTIP). The 
new AIM will provide an opportunity for possible mainstreaming 
of competitiveness across all the EU policy areas, in particular 
through the COMPET Council.  

 

As regards Customs Union policies, the Italian Presidency will 
focus on the review of the Regulation on mutual administrative 
assistance between the administrative authorities to ensure the 
correct application of the legislation on customs and agricultural 
matters. It will further explore the possibilities for continuing 
discussions on the Commission’s proposal to approximate 
customs infringements and sanctions, with the dual objective of 
strengthening customs compliance and ensuring the equal 
treatment of operators. The Presidency will simplify the policy-
making process in governance of the customs area by according 
a more strategic role to Council preparatory bodies in the field of 
customs, including the reporting mechanism. The Presidency will 
then work on enhancing the EU’s commitment to speeding up the 
e-Customs review (including the development of a Customs 
Single Window for IT systems/interfaces).  

 
LINK: Programme and priorities 

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html#menuzone
http://italia2014.eu/en/presidency-and-eu/programme-and-priorities/programme-of-the-italian-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union/
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
( 2 2  J U L Y  A N D  8  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4 )  

 

Informal exchange of view with DG 
ENTR 
On 22 July, Mr Calleja Crespo, Director General of DG ENTR, 
underlined work done by  the IMCO Committee during the previous 
legislature. Many things dealt by IMCO have brought about big 
improvements, such as late payments directive. The challenge 
though is that the internal market needs to be modernised and 
function better. Access of SMEs to resources can ensure more and 
better jobs as well as growth. IMCO Members had questions 
concerning enforcement towards Member States, barriers to trade, 
the Product Safety and Market Surveillance Package, the E-call 
proposal, electronic registration of companies, the constructions 
sector and the Late Payments Directive. 
 

Informal exchange of view with DG 
MARKT 
At 22 July’s meeting, Mr Faull, Director General of DG MART, 
highlighted the Single Market policy milestones achieved in the past 
legislature. In particular Mr Faull referred to the recently adopted 
new rules on public procurement and concessions, as well as on 
professional qualifications, which were now in the process of being 
implemented by the Member States. It is expected that a key 
priority of the next Commissioner will be the Digital Single Market, 
as referred to by president-elect Junker at mid-July in Strasbourg. 
Some measures are pending, the implementation report in 2015, 
e.g. on parcel delivery and under the services directive. The Single 
Market Forum will be organised jointly and focus on 6 areas 
(services, digital, IPR, public procurement, professional 
qualifications and crowd funding), with 21 workshops in Member 
States and a conference in spring 2015. 
 

Informal exchange of view with DG 
SANCO 
At 22 July’s meeting, the Director General of DG Health and 
Consumers, Ms Testori-Coggi, presented the state of play and 
progress achieved across the complete policy spectrum from safety 
of products and services, information and education, rights and 
redress, enforcement, to consumer aspects in other policy areas. In 
particular, the Director General referred to the measures under each 
of the four pillars of the European Consumer Agenda. Ensuring 
correct implementation of the new rules on Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR), which MS have to transpose into national law by 
July 2015 and making the online platform under the Online Dispute 
Resolution Regulation (ODR) operational by January 2016, are 
among the Commission’s priorities in the consumer protection area, 
according to the Director General.  
 

Informal exchange of view with DG 
CONNECT 

 
At 22 July’s meeting, Mr Viola, Deputy Director General of DG 
CONNECT, briefly discussed progress on the digital agenda targets, 
including reducing the "digital divide". He addressed in particular 
the three pending CONNECT legislative proposals and two already 
submitted communications. Mr Viola was optimistic that an 
agreement could be reached between the co-legislators on both the 
so-called TSM telecoms proposed Regulation and the proposed 
Directive on network and information security during 2014. As for 
the proposed Directive on web accessibility, he was hoping for an 
agreement in the foreseeable future.  

 

Informal exchange of view with DG 
JUST 
At 8 September’s meeting, Ms Le Bali, Director General of DG 
JUST, recalled that consumption is a large contributor to 
economic development. It is thus essential to maintain and 
develop a modern, simple and fast corpus of EU consumer 
legislation. To that end, DG JUST is following a three-way track. 
Firstly, the DG decided to step up enforcement of consumer 
rights. Secondly, the DG aimed at developing the body of 
consumer legislation in line with recent developments, in 
particular the digital society. In this respect, Ms Le Bail singled 
out the importance of concluding the negotiations on the Data 
Protection Regulation, the Common European Sales Law and 
the Package Travel Directive. Finally, DG JUST is investing in 
raising awareness by consumers and SMEs of their rights and in 
capacity building on redress.  

Informal exchange of view with DG 
TAXUD 
At 8 September’s meeting, Mr Zourek, Director General of DG 
TAXUD, presented the main challenges ahead and the up-
coming Commission's initiatives on the Customs Union. Amongst 
others, he mentioned the huge work related to the Delegated 
and Implementing Acts of the Union Customs Code. The 
examination of the Commission’s proposal for a new framework 
for customs infringements and sanctions by the co-legislators 
was also brought up for discussion. This piece of legislation 
should have the aim to set a common legal framework for 
treatment of customs infringements and sanctions, bringing the 
gap between different legal regimes through a common 
platform of rules and thus contributing to an equal treatment 
between economic operators in the EU, as well as the effective 
protection of the Union's financial interests and law enforcement 
in the field of customs. 

Validation of IMCO Coordinators’ 
recommendations on “unfinished 
business” 
On 8 September, IMCO Members validated the Coordinators’ 
recommendations of 17 July to continue all the “unfinished 
business” from the 7th legislature. According to Rule 229 of the 
Rules of Procedure, all Parliaments’ unfinished business shall be 
deemed to have lapsed, unless at the beginning of the new 
parliamentary term the Conference of Presidents decides to 
resume or continue them. In that context, the Committees have 
been invited to conduct a screening exercise concerning the 
legislative files still open and inform the Conference of 
Committee Chairs of the way in which they intend to handle 
them. The IMCO pending legislative files are: 

- Type-approval requirements for the deployment of the eCall 
in-vehicle system and amending Directive 2007/46/EC.          
LINK: Subject File 

- Consumer product safety. LINK: Subject File  

- Market surveillance of products. LINK: Subject File  

- Mutual assistance between administrative authorities of 
Member States to ensure correct application of the law on 
customs and agricultural matters. LINK: Procedure file  

- Accessibility of public sector bodies' websites. LINK: Subject 
File 

- Measures to ensure a high common level of network and 
information security across the Union. LINK: Subject File  

- Package travel and assisted travel arrangements. LINK: 

Subject File  

- Directive on the Union legal framework for customs 
infringements and sanctions. LINK: Procedure file 

- Simplifying the transfer of motor vehicles registered in 
another Member State within the Single Market.            
LINK: Subject File 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20131115CDT74467#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20130520CDT66276#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20130520CDT66276#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0410(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140515CDT84139#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140515CDT84139#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140204CDT78741#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20131112CDT74352#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0432(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20140205CDT78857#menuzone
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H E A R I N G S  W I T H  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R - D E S I G N A T E S  

On 15th July 2014, the Parliament has elected Jean-Claude 
Juncker as Commission President with 422 votes in favour. This 
is the first time in the history of the Union that the EP elected 
(and not only approved) the President of the European 
Commission following a proposal by the European Council, 
according to rules laid down in the Lisbon Treaty (December 
2009). The elected President needs to take office with a brand 
new Commission on 1st November 2014 for a five year term. Mr 
Juncker has announced the proposed College of Commissioners 
who would now need to be then approved by the Parliament.  

Which procedure should the EP follow for the election of the 
new Commission? This procedure is enshrined in the EP's Rules 
of Procedure (1st July 2014) in Rule 118 and its corresponding 
Annex XVI. 

LINK: see Rule 118 and Annex XVI of the Rules of Procedure 

 

Between 29 September and 7 October, IMCO will be involved in 

hearings with the Commissioner-designates who will be dealing with 

policy in IMCO's remit:  

Andrus ANSIP (Estonia), Vice-President-Designate of the 

Commission for Digital Single Market; 

Günther OETTINGER (Germany) for Digital Economy and Society;  

Pierre MOSCOVICI (France) for Economic and Financial Affairs, 

Taxation and Customs;  

Elżbieta BIEŃKOWSKA (Poland) for Internal Market, Industry, 

Entrepreneurship and SMEs; and 

Vĕra JOUROVÁ (Czech Republic) Justice, Consumers and Gender 

Equality. 

C O M M I S S I O N  N E W S  

In-app purchases: joint action by the 
European Commission and Member 
States is leading to better protection 
for consumers in online games 
 

Following a large number of complaints in EU countries 
concerning in-app purchases in online games and in particular 
inadvertent purchases by children, national authorities joined 
forces with the European Commission to find solutions. The 
coordinated enforcement action in the EU on in-app purchases 
in online and mobile games has made real progress in 
delivering tangible results. Industry has made a number of 
engagements which seek to address consumer concerns. A 
common position agreed by national authorities within the EU 
Consumer Protection Cooperation (CPC) network and 
communicated to Apple, Google and the Interactive Software 
Federation of Europe in December 2013 asked that: 1 ) Games 
advertised as "free" should not mislead consumers about the 
true costs involved; 2) Games should not contain direct 
exhortation to children to buy items in a game or to persuade 
an adult to buy items for them; 3) Consumers should be 
adequately informed about the payment arrangements for 
purchases and should not be debited through default settings 
without consumers’ explicit consent; and, 4)Traders should 
provide an email address so that consumers can contact them 
in case of queries or complaints.  

 

Making use of the 
consumer protection 
cooperation mechanism 
provided by EU rules, 
Apple, Google and 
relevant trade 
associations were asked 
to provide concrete 
solutions across the EU 
to the concerns raised. 
Member States enforcers 
and the European 
Commission have also 
invited the associations 
of online game 

developers and platforms to reflect on concrete measures that they 
could take to address the issues raised in the common position, 
including the possibility for guidelines or standards incorporating the 
CPC position. Enforcement, including possible legal action, is in the 
hands of the national authorities which will now consider how to 
address outstanding legal issues. This matter is particularly relevant 
to: consumer rules covering various areas, such as the Unfair 
Commercial Practices Directive and the Unfair Contract Terms 
Directive. 

LINKS:  Common Positions of the national consumer enforcement 
authorities on consumer protection in games apps from July 2014 

Website of the Consumer Protection Cooperation IP/14/187 

 

T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

 

 

IMCO eMeeting tool 

Working with less and eventually no paper in the EP is an 
ambitious objective, which is now underway for some months 
through initiatives like eMeeting.  IMCO was one of the pilot 
committees involved in the eMeeting test phase. The main 
benefits of using the eMeeting tool instead of the paper files  - 
apart from the obvious advantage for the environment - are: 
easy electronic access to documents on screen anytime, 

 

 

anywhere and the facility to work on these documents online; 
forwarding/sharing of annotated documents directly from the 
meeting room or wherever you are working on them; availability of 
additional documents, e.g. Commission documents related to the 
agenda items; search function in pdf files; easy access also to 
previous meeting documents; possibility to electronically archive 
annotated documents; direct access from eMeeting to IMCOnet 
which contains complete information on committee work. 

J O I N  T H E  " F R I E N D S  O F  I M C O "  N E T W O R K  
IMCO can be followed on twitter: @EP_Singlemarket IMCO's workplan and timetable is online: IMCO Publications 

If you wish to receive the IMCO newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and 
"newsletter" in the subject's field to: imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 

Closure date of the current issue:  17 September 2014 
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee and are provided for general information 

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The IMCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The IMCO Secretariat does not necessarily endorse 
the view expressed on these websites. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20140701+RULE-118+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+RULES-EP+20140701+ANN-16+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN&navigationBar=YES
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/enforcement/cross-border_enforcement_cooperation/docs/20140718_in-app_cpc_common-position_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/enforcement/cross-border_enforcement_cooperation/docs/20140718_in-app_cpc_common-position_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/enforcement/cross-border_enforcement_cooperation/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-187_en.htm
https://epnet.europarl.europa.eu/http:/epnetptllux.europarl.europa.eu/amserver/UI/Login?gw=epnet.europarl.europa.eu&org=dc%3Deuroparl%2Cdc%3Deuropa%2Cdc%3Deu&goto=http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/
https://twitter.com/EP_SingleMarket
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/publications.html
mailto:imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

