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Buzek: Council's cut in EU budget would hit SMEs, research and innovation 

"Cuts in the EU budget, as proposed by the Council, threaten EU support to small and 

medium-sized enterprises and hit hardest on industry, research, innovation and energy 

security. In times where Europe needs more, not less, competitiveness and growth, such a cut 

cannot be accepted" - said Jerzy Buzek, chair of the Committee on industry, energy and 

research after his committee adopted its opinion on the EU budget for 2015.  

"Member States are playing a dangerous game at the expenses of welfare and jobs of their own 

citizens. In the approved opinion today, we call for the restoration of the Commission's draft budget in 

areas of strategic importance for growth, competitiveness and job creation. We should take all steps 

possible not to run out of funds for entrepreneurs, universities and energy security", said Jerzy Buzek, 

who also drafted the committee's opinion. The opinion was adopted by the committee with 50 votes 

against 5, one abstention. 

Background 

EU member states have proposed a budget of €145 billion in commitments and €140 billion in 

payments that is cuts of €552,000 in commitments and €2.1 billion in payments compared to the 

Commission’s original proposal. The area that suffers the most is the heading "Competitiveness for 

jobs and growth" (Heading 1a) where they propose cuts by 1.33 billion EUR (-8.6%). 

Yesterday, budget commissioner Jacek Dominik said that the cuts proposed by council would have 

serious negative consequences for the beneficiaries of EU programmes, such as regions, farmers, 

researchers, SMEs and NGOs. 

The Industry Committee adopted its opinion on the individual budget lines on 2 September 2014 and 

its motivation today, 25 September. Parliament's committee on budgets will vote on 29 September 

2014 at 16.00. The plenary vote is scheduled for the October session in Strasbourg. After this, 

negotiations between Parliament and Council will start. 

Further information 

Press release from the EU commission: EU BUDGET: "(not) enough is (not) enough!" 
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