
Dear Sir/Madam 

I welcome the opportunity to put myself forward for the role of Assistant European Data 
Protection Supervisor at this pivotal time for the protection of the fundamental rights and 
freedoms of EU citizens in relation to the processing of personal data and privacy.

My background is in law and risk management (compliance and regulatory) with a career 
which has focused on working within highly-regulated industries and being responsible for 
finding solutions to complex and often competing legal, regulatory, commercial, and political 
considerations. I bring with me almost 20 years experience of working with Boards of 
Directors and the Executive Management of listed companies, public and regulatory bodies, 
and third sector organisations in developing strategy, influencing policy, implementing 
transformational change, negotiating high-value complex arrangements, and managing risk. I 
have fulfilled these roles in the capacity of in-house senior management member and senior 
external adviser. 

I began working in the field of data protection and data governance since the 1990s, and 
have built a strong reputation as a technical expert able to implement practical and 
meaningful privacy practices. I am frequently called upon to give strategic specialist advice at 
the most senior levels within industry, and I maintain a healthy dialogue with various industry 
bodies as they meet the challenges of emerging technologies, increasing demands for data 
from external agencies including law enforcement, international operational complexities, and 
"Big Data" initiatives. During my career, I have also been approached to share my 
experience as speaker and chair at national and international conferences, write for several 
journals, participate in policy and research forums, teach/train at all levels (including courses 
for the Practitioner's Certificate in Data Protection) and I was invited over a decade ago to 
co-author the Law Society's (England & Wales) first "Handbook on Data Protection".

Having worked at the highest levels within industry, learning first hand and "on the ground" 
the diversity of attitudes, fears, and myths about data protection and privacy, I am well 
placed to recognise, and effectively address, the possible challenges faced by the EDPS' 
office in promoting and enforcing compliance and good governance in this area. My 
approach has always been to implement a stringent level of consumer/citizen protection and 
transparent operational practices. I have strived to influence cultural change by encouraging 
the view that data protection is not simply a legal/compliance matter, but one, where 
embraced and implemented properly, can enhance trust and confidence in an organisation 
which, in turn, will lead to other tangible benefits. Indeed, I have observed with interest in 
recent times how privacy has become a positive, some might argue necessary, selling point 
for commercial entities (for example, in the Microsoft television adverts). I would suggest that 
the need for confidence building around data protection/privacy is not restricted to the 
commercial world.

Despite small changes in direction, priorities remain misaligned, and negative attitudes 
towards data protection and privacy remain. I see this through my work often, in particular in 
relation to detailed analysis of the impact of the proposed EU GDPR. Undoubtedly, the 
national "tone at the top" heavily influences and drives culture and attitudes for all types of 
organisations, and this is an area where further focus and effort may have to be deployed.

I believe that the Office of the EDPS provides clear and unequivocal leadership in line with 
my own approach, and it remains uniquely placed through its supervision of the European 
institutions to continue to show by example how best to protect the fundamental rights of EU 
citizens. Having spent considerable time, as both in-house and external senior adviser, 
reaching the highest level of influence amongst controllers, I see this role as an opportunity 
to combine my various skills and experience to reach the next level of strategic influence, 
and play a part in shaping the future of enhanced data protection and privacy rights for EU 



citizens.

I welcome any questions you may have in relation to my application, and I look forward to 
hearing from you in due course.

Yours faithfully,

Cinzia Biondi
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