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-  Could you please describe the reasons for your application for the post and why you 
consider yourself suitable for the post?

The tasks of the EDPS, as a guarantor of fundamental rights, are especially important to me as 
they refer to values which, despite the changing world in which we live, continue to be 
relevant. So in order to explain the reasons for my application for the post of Assistant 
Supervisor, I would like to refer to my experience. I was born into an ‘analogue’ world and in 
that sense I am not part of the digital generation. The world I knew as a child and a teenager 
was a world that lay behind the Iron Curtain. The arrival of the information age and the 
internet coincided exactly with the arrival of freedom and democracy, at the beginning of the 
1990s. Learning how to process information on one’s own, without censorship and using 
modern tools, was an experience in freedom and a lesson in social skills for a generation of 
people who, like me during my law studies, had just entered adulthood. And at that time the 
values on which the EU is founded – dignity, freedom and human rights, including freedom of 
speech and the right to privacy, on the one hand, and the free market and free movement of 
people, goods and services on the other – guided our thinking and were important points of 
reference. Given the risks currently faced and the growing problems both of a global nature 
and within the EU, these values now take on a special significance. They should be used to 
guide the activities of the EU and its institutions, since they too are key to the functioning of 
institutions such as the EDPS, which for 10 years has been acting to safeguard human rights. 
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The role of this body should be to advise the bodies and institutions of the EU, to cooperate, 
in particular with the European Parliament, and to carry out enforcement. We must not forget 
also consensus building among stakeholders and the pragmatic approach taken in individual 
cases.
The Assistant Supervisor therefore needs to combine technological know-how, administrative 
skills and a scientific approach to the problems we face and the situations we will encounter 
in future. 
I believe that my achievements and my experience make me an ideal candidate to serve the 
European Union as a whole, and in particular the European institutions. My combination of 
academic knowledge and practical experience in business, key areas of law and information 
technology, along with continuous experience in their application as the data protection 
authority – at both national and international level – represent, in my opinion, a reliable basis 
for meeting the challenges we face and finding appropriate solutions. 

- Could you present your ideas on the supervisory task of the EDPS?  How do you 
envisage the EDPS supervisory role of processing activities by EU institution and bodies 
and how do you intend to make use of the EDPS intervention powers to enforce 
compliance?

The role of data protection authorities, including the EDPS, is evolving from traditional 
competences concerned with supervision and handling complaints to include the provision of 
advice and raising awareness. It is widely accepted that data protection authorities play the 
roles of ombudsman, auditor, consultant, educator, policy advisor, negotiator and law 
enforcer1. So the supervisory tasks cannot be seen in isolation from other roles and from 
ensuring compliance with the rules.
A supervisory model should also be developed in which an important role is played by the 
data protection officers (DPOs) in the institutions and bodies. They are responsible for 
internal supervision of data processing and the implementation of appropriate procedures. It is 
they who know best exactly how the individual institutions operate and they who are in a 
position to implement appropriate measures, while being fully aware that despite the 
guarantee of independence they remain employees of the institution concerned. But because 
of this they can work fully within the institution, using their understanding of the specific 

                                               
1 C. Bennett, Ch. D. Raab, The Governance of Privacy: Policy Instruments in Global Perspective, Ashgate, 2003, 
pp. 107-116. 
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ways in which it operates. I believe that the EDPS should build relations with the DPOs, and 
support them by providing tools and advice and maintaining a constant dialogue. The need for 
such an approach was highlighted by the stakeholders during consultations to prepare the 
EDPS strategy for 2013-2014. In practice, the most difficult aspect is transferring the general 
principles set out in the regulations into specific procedures and solutions, yet this is vital for 
the protection of personal data. 
Only then, when non-compulsory proactive measures prove ineffective or insufficient, should 
it be possible to take compulsory measures, a power which should continue to be included in 
the catalogue of competences of the EDPS, as it is under the current legislation. These 
measures should also help to raise awareness and, consequently, lead to effective 
implementation of data protection rules. 
It is important that the EDPS, like other data protection authorities, understands the specific 
features of the technologies and processes for data processing in the institutions. A good 
example of addressing these needs is an initiative taken recently by the EDPS with the 
Internet Privacy Engineering Network, which involves the creation of a community working 
to develop effective solutions for protecting and promoting privacy on the internet. 

- Taking into account the future role the EDPS may play as secretariat of the European 
Data Protection Board (EDPB), if the current data protection package is adopted on this 
point, could you express your view on the possible organisation of the EDPB and 
working methods as well as how Regulation 45/2001 should be amended to take this new 
role into account?

The EU’s legal framework for data protection, which is about to be amended, is inextricably 
linked to institutional changes in the supervisory model at both national and EU level. The 
future model should be based on past experience, in particular the work of the Article 29 
working party (WP29). As a current member and vice-chair of the WP29, my view is that it is 
not appropriate for the Commission to act as secretariat, with all due acknowledgement of the 
expertise of Commission representatives. The proposal to entrust this role to the EDPS fits 
perfectly into the new architecture of independent data protection authorities at European 
level.
At the same time we must be aware that the future EDPB will be involved not only in 
advisory activities, but also – and more importantly, from the perspective of citizens – in 
resolving individual disputes. This means that the data protection community will take on a 
very important responsibility and must be publicly accountable for its activities. The EDPS 
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will have to provide for the practical functioning of the EDPB, and will therefore be required 
to give specific commitments to implement practical procedures and ensure adequate ICT 
infrastructure to make effective collaboration possible. I realise that the EDPS will play a dual 
role, and will need to reconcile and balance its two roles.
I believe that the EDPS, as the secretariat, must provide a service to the EDPB, actively 
supporting its activities. EDPS staff are making a positive contribution to the work of the 
WP29, and I am convinced that the EDPS, as the secretariat, will be able to bring added value 
to the WP29 structure. The future operating model of the EDPB should benefit from best 
cooperation practices between data protection authorities in order to secure synergies from all 
activities in this area.
The new role of the EDPS as secretariat of the EDPB will be just one of the elements in the 
necessary amendments to Regulation 45/2001, which will urgently need to be adapted to the 
new overall regulation on protection of personal data. 
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