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A T  A  G L A N C E  

This issue addresses the items on the agenda of the next 
committee meetings on 5 November and 3-4 December. 
Amongst others, on 5 November,  IMCO will consider the draft 
opinion on the 'Annual Report on EU Competition Policy'; receive a 
presentation by the Commission of the costs and usefulness of 
export Container Status Messages in Regulation 515/97 on 'Mutual 
assistance between the administrative authorities of the Member 
States and cooperation between the latter and the Commission, to 
ensure the correct application of the law on customs and 
agricultural matters'; discuss the draft opinion' Protection of 
undisclosed know-how and business information (trade secrets) 
against their unlawful acquisition, use and disclosure'. On 3-4 
December, IMCO will consider the draft report on 'Cableway 
installations'; and the draft opinion on 'Establishment of a 
European Platform to enhance cooperation in the prevention and 
deterrence of undeclared work'. This edition also reports from the 
last committee meetings of 24-25 September and 6-7 October 
whereby, IMCO received a presentation of the study: "Cost of 
Non-Europe Report on the Single Market". 

 

 
IMCO held an exchange of views with Simona Vicari, Secretary 
of State for Economic Development and with Sandro Gozi, 
Italian Under-Secretary for European Affairs to discuss the 
IMCO-relevant priorities of the Italian Presidency’s 
programme. IMCO considered amendments and voted on the 
European Semester for economic policy coordination: 
implementation of the 2014 priorities. It approved also the 
2015 calendar of the IMCO committee meetings. IMCO also 
adopted the mandate to open trilogue negotiations on 
'Deployment of the eCall in-vehicle system'. Last but not least, 
IMCO held a presentation of the studies on: “Indicators for 
measuring the Performance of the Single Market – Building the 
Single Market Pillar of the European Semester”; and “The 
Contribution of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
to Growth – Achievements, Trends and Key Policy Issues”.  

 

The full agenda of the next meeting is available on IMCO´s 
webpage. 

S E L E C T E D  N E W S  
 

H E A R I N G S  W I T H  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R -
D E S I G N A T E S  

Between 29 September and 7 October, IMCO was actively 
involved in the hearings of the following Commissioners-designate 
who will be dealing with policy in IMCO's remit:  

Andrus ANSIP (Estonia), Vice-President-Designate of the 
Commission for Digital Single Market;  
 
Elżbieta BIEŃKOWSKA (Poland) for Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs;  

Günther OETTINGER (Germany) for Digital Economy and Society; 
 
Pierre MOSCOVICI (France) for Economic and Financial Affairs, 
Taxation and Customs;  

  
Vĕra JOUROVÁ (Czech Republic) Justice, Consumers and 
Gender Equality. 
 
IMCO was also invited to attend the hearing of Jonathan HILL 
(UK) Financial Stability, financial services and capital markets 
union; and, 
 
The hearing of Margrethe Vestager (Denmark), Competition. 

Each of the Commissioner-designates was subjected to a 

number of questions by the Committee(s) involved.   

In line with the guidelines for the approval of the Commission 

(Annex XVI to the Rules of Procedure), Parliament evaluates 

Commissioners-designate on the basis of their general 

competence, European commitment and personal 

independence. 

Prior to each hearing, each Commissioner-designate had 
replied in writing to a written questionnaire. The written 
answers have been distributed to Members in all languages 

 
LINK: see Rule 118 and Annex XVI of the Rules of Procedure 
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email with your contact details and the subject "newsletter" to:  
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
( 5  N O V E M B E R  A N D  3 - 4  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 4 )  

 
EU Competition Policy – Annual report 

 
The draft opinion on the Commission's annual competition policy 
report, prepared by Kaja Kallas (ALDE), will be discussed at the 
IMCO committee meeting on 5 November. The report concerns 
the Commission's enforcement activities for 2013, and had been 
delayed this year due to the elections and the process for the 
confirmation of the new Commission. The draft opinion discusses, 
inter alia, the role of competition policy in the digital single 
market, and the boost that tougher competition enforcement can 
give to the implementation of the public procurement rules. It also 
touches upon standardisation issues, and emphasises the role of 
the IMCO committee in the supervision of the Commission in this 
important policy field. The deadline for amendments is 4 
December. Thereafter, the vote on the opinion will take place at 
the IMCO committee meeting in January. The ECON committee is 
expected to adopt its report later that month. 
 

 
RAPPORTEUR: Kaja Kallas (ALDE)                                        Draft opinion 
 

Establishment of a European Platform to 
enhance cooperation in the prevention and 

deterrence of undeclared work 

 

At its meeting of 3 December, IMCO will discuss Mr De Jong’s 
draft opinion on establishing a European Platform to enhance 
cooperation in the prevention and deterrence of undeclared work. 
In particular, the purpose of this proposal is to create a European 
Platform to improve cooperation at the EU level in order to 
prevent and deter undeclared work more effectively. The Platform 
would bring together various national enforcement bodies 
involved in the fight against undeclared work, a phenomenon that 
causes serious damage to working conditions, fair competition and 
public budgets. The Platform would fill a vacuum at the EU level, 
where until now undeclared work is discussed sporadically and in 
an uncoordinated way in different committees and working 
groups. It would allow for more effective cooperation between 
those who deal with undeclared work on the ground every day. 
The deadline for amendments is 11 December. Thereafter, the 
vote on the opinion will take place at the IMCO committee 
meeting in January 2015. The EMPL committee is expected to 
adopt its report in February 2015. 

RAPPORTEUR: Dennis De Jong (GUE/NGL)               Procedure file 

 

 

 
Cableway installations 

 

 
 

During the IMCO Committee meeting of 3 December Mr López-
Istúriz will present his draft report on the proposal for a 
regulation on cableway installations. The Regulation will replace 
the Directive 2000/9/EC relating to cableway installations that 
was adopted in March 2000. The Regulation intends to enhance 
legal clarity by clarifying the scope of Directive 2000/9/EC, 
aligning the conformity assessment procedures available for 
subsystems and safety components, and aligning the Directive 
2000/9/EC to the goods package and to the NLF Decision EC No 
768/2008.  
 

The deadline for amendments is foreseen for the 17th of 
December and the IMCO vote is set for 17 March 2015. 

 
RAPPORTEUR: Antonio López-Istúriz White (EPP)        Procedure file 
 
 

Appliances burning gaseous fuels 

 
The current Directive 2009/142/EC on appliances burning gaseous 
fuels constitutes the legal framework for gas appliances in the EU 
Member States. It aims to provide access to the EU market for 
appliances and fittings in so far the gas safety of these products is 
concerned. The proposal seeks to modernise the Directive and, 
while this does not involve major changes, a number of issues will 
need to be addressed, e.g. alignment with the New Legislative 
Framework. The Commission will present the proposal in IMCO on 
3 - 4 December and the IMCO Members will discuss the draft 
report on 24 February with the Rapporteur, Ms Stihler. The final 
vote in IMCO is foreseen on 23 April and negotiations with the 
Council will commence shortly after. 

 
RAPPORTEUR: Catherine Stihler (S&D)                           Procedure file 
 
 

Personal protective equipment 
 
The current PPE Directive 89/686/EEC permits the free movement 
of Personal Protective Equipment in Europe while ensuring a high 
level of protection for its users. The proposal is aligned with the 
New Legislative Framework and seeks to modernise the Directive. 
It is expected the proposed extension of the product coverage 
and the change of three basic health and safety requirements will 
be carefully assessed by the IMCO Members. The Commission will 
present the proposal on 3 - 4 December, after which the 
Rapporteur, Ms Ford, will decide on the following steps for the 
preparation of the IMCO report. 
 
RAPPORTEUR: Vicky Ford (ECR)                                      Procedure file 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124697/KAJA_KALLAS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96748/DENNIS_DE+JONG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0124(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0107(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4545/CATHERINE_STIHLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0136(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96949/VICKY_FORD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0108(COD)&l=en
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
( 2 4 - 2 5  S E P T E M B E R  A N D  6 - 7  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4 )  

 
 

Italian Presidency 
On 24 September, IMCO heard presentations by Ms Simona Vicari 
(Secretary of State for Economic Development), replacing Ms 
Federica Guidi (Minister for Economic Development), and Mr Sandro 
Gozi (Secretary of State for European affairs) on the priorities of the 
Italian Presidency. Ms Vicari set out the main lines of action and 
priorities in the fields of consumer protection and standardisation. 
In particular, the Italian Presidency aims at starting negotiations 
with the Parliament on the product safety and market surveillance 
package. It is also in favour of a comprehensive reinforcement of 
the Consumer Protection Cooperation Network, giving a clear signal 
to the Commission, which is currently reviewing the CPC Regulation. 
In the field of technical harmonisation, the Presidency will seek an 
early second reading agreement on e-Call. Mr Gozi reported about 
three major themes for the Italian Presidency: revising working 
methods of the Competitiveness Council, for instance by improving 
connections with other Council formations; removing barriers to the 
internal market in a follow-up to the two Single Market Acts and in 
completing the Digital Single Market; and furthering consumer 
protection and cohesion between employees and industry, helped 
by the additional investment package of 300 billion euros envisaged 
by Commission President Juncker. 
 

LINK: Italian Presidency 
 

Study on The Cost of Non-Europe of the 
Single Market 
The study on the Cost of Non-Europe of the Single Market was 
presented to the Members of the IMCO Committee on 24 
September. The study was split into 5 parts, each carried out by 
an external expert; Free movement of goods, Single Market of 
Services, Digital Single Market, Public Procurement and Concessions 
and Consumer Acquis. The report seeks to evaluate the possibilities 
for gains at EU level. It seeks to analyse the costs for citizens, 
businesses and relevant stakeholders of the 'gaps' in the Single 
Market, and identify gaps where further EU legislative action could 
be beneficial. 
 

LINK: Presentation                                                              Study 
 

Deployment of the eCall in-vehicle 
system 
On 25 September, IMCO decided to open trilogue negotiations 
with the Council and the Commission with a view to reaching an 
early second reading agreement on the deployment of the eCall in-
vehicle system proposal. The IMCO decision included the mandate, 
which consists of the report adopted in committee based on which 
the Parliament adopted its position at first reading on 26 February 
2014, and the composition of the negotiating team: the IMCO 
Chairman Mrs Ford, the Rapporteur Mrs Sehnalová, the IMCO 
Shadow Rapporteurs, as well as the LIBE and TRAN Rapporteurs for 
Opinion. 

RAPPORTEUR: Olga Sehnalová (S&D)                            Subject file 
 

European Semester for economic policy 
coordination: implementation of 2014 
priorities 
On 25 September, IMCO adopted the draft opinion of Sergio 
Cofferati (S&D) on the European Semester for economic policy 
coordination: implementation of 2014 priorities. The opinion looks 
into the implementation of the priorities highlighted in the Cofferati 
Report on Single Market governance within the European Semester 
2014. In particular, the opinion notes the shift in the 2014 country-
specific recommendations to strengthening growth and employment 
but considers that much more should be done. The upcoming 
midterm review of the Europe 2020 Strategy should strengthen the 
role of the Single Market and, as stated in the opinion, give priority 
to sectors with most untapped potentials such as services, network 
industries and the digital economy. 
 
RAPPORTEUR: Sergio Gaetano Cofferati (S&D)             Procedure file 

 

 

Study on Indicators for measuring 
the Performance of the Single Market 
- Building the Single Market Pillar of 
the European Semester 

 

 
 
On 25 September, IMCO heard a presentation of a study on 
Indicators for measuring the Performance of the Single Market – 
Building the Single Market Pillar of the European Semester. The 
study analyses the possibility of defining a monitoring tool and 
evaluation system to measure the economic and regulatory 
performance of the Single Market. It concludes that an 
integrated measurement system can be devised to perform this 
function, and proposes using a “Single Market Gap” composite 
indicator which would measure in what Member States and to 
what extent non-national EU citizens/companies face additional 
burdens compared to nationals. Such an indicator could be used 
for policy recommendations addressed to Member States during 
the European Semester. 
 
LINK: Presentation                                                        Study 
 

Study on Discrimination of 
consumers in the Digital market 
On 6 October, the IMCO Committee heard a presentation of a 
study it had commissioned in the area of discrimination of 
consumers in the Digital Single Market (DSM). Collected 
evidence signals such practices as refusals to sell to consumers 
on grounds of the place of residence or nationality in the DSM, 
or discriminatory conditions obliging consumers to pay higher 
prices. The exchange of views focused on better implementation 
or modification of Article 20(2) of the Services Directive, on the 
potential of the Common European Sales Law to increase 
consumer choice, and on the possibility of harmonising national 
legislation regarding IP addresses, in order to avoid re-routing 
to geographically restricted websites. 

LINK: Presentation                                                        Study 
 

Study on Consumer protection 
aspects on financial services 
The IMCO Committee meeting of 6 October heard a 
presentation of the study recently commissioned by the 
Committee in the areas of consumer aspects of financial 
services. IMCO Members welcomed the research carried out in 
the context of the study and found it a useful input to their 
work relating to the strengthening of consumer protection in 
financial services. A number of comments were made pertaining 
to the need for information on financial services and products to 
be simpler, comparable, understandable, and transparent for 
consumers. 

LINK: Presentation                                                        Study 
 

 
 

http://italia2014.eu/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/publications.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/510981/EPRS_STU(2014)510981_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96718/OLGA_SEHNALOVA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20131115CDT74467#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96915/SERGIO+GAETANO_COFFERATI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/2059(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141027ATT91949/20141027ATT91949EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/518750/IPOL_STU(2014)518750_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141027ATT91953/20141027ATT91953EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/507456/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2013)507456_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141028ATT92052/20141028ATT92052EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/507463/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2014)507463_EN.pdf
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S   

eCall Trilogues 

On 8 October, informal trilogue negotiations were opened 
between the Parliament, the Council and the Commission on 
the deployment of the eCall in-vehicle system proposal (EP 
Rapporteur: Olga Sehnalová). In a positive atmosphere, 
confirming that parties wish to reach a speedy agreement, the 
negotiators looked into some thorny issues, such as the 
coexistence of the public 112-based eCall and private third 
party service supported (TPS) eCall, compatibility between the 
eCall system in the vehicle and satellite navigation systems, in 
particular Galileo and EGNOS, and data protection. The 
Parliament made concrete proposals which the Council 
committed to look into, so as to discuss them further at the 
next trilogue meeting which is scheduled on 11 November. In 
the meantime, work on purely technical aspects of the proposal 
is hoped to advance as far as possible. 

 

 

Mutual assistance between Member 
States and cooperation with the 
Commission on costumes and 
agricultural matters 

On 15 April, the European Parliament adopted a first reading 
position on the Correia de Campos Report on mutual assistance 
between Member States administrative authorities to ensure the 
correct application of the law on customs and agricultural matters. 
On 24 September, the COREPER agreed on a general approach, and 
mandated the Council Presidency to enter into negotiations with the 
European Parliament. The IMCO Committee meeting of 6 October 
approved with a large majority the mandate to enter into trilogue 
negotiations with a view to reach an early second reading (28 votes 
in favour, 2 against, no abstention). 

C O M M I S S I O N ’ S  N E W S  

Consumers: Commission improves 
safety of cosmetics 

 
On 26 September 2014, the Commission further strengthened 
the protection of consumers, in particular babies and young 
children. It adopted two measures restricting the use of three 
preservatives in cosmetic products. 
The Commission decision follows an assessment by the 
independent Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety (SCCS), 
an advisory body which carried out a careful risk assessment of 
the substances before recommending their restriction or ban. 
With the adopted measures the Commission limits the 
maximum concentration of two preservatives, Propylparaben 
and Butylparaben, from the currently allowed limit of 0.4% 
when used individually and 0.8% when mixed with other 
esters, to 0.14%, when used individually or together.  

 

These chemicals are being banned from leave-on products designed 
for the nappy area of young children below the age of three as they 
actually could penetrate the skin in case there is already an existing 
skin irritation or occlusion. The new rules will apply for products put 
on shelves after 16 April 2015. 
Secondly, the Commission bans the mixture of 
Methylchloroisothiazolinone (and) Methylisothiazolinone (MCI/MI) 
from leave-on products such as body creams. The measure is aimed 
at reducing the risk from and the incidence of skin allergies. The 
preservative can still be used in rinse-off products such as 
shampoos and shower gels at a maximum concentration of 0.0015 
% of a mixture in the ratio 3:1 of MCI/MI. The measure will apply 
for products placed on the market after 16 July 2015. 
Earlier this year, the Commission banned the use of five other 
parabens in cosmetic products - Isopropylparaben, Isobutylparaben, 
Phenylparaben, Benzylparaben and Pentylparaben (See Commission 
Regulation (EU) No 358/2014) due to the lack of data necessary for 
reassessment. Products placed on the market after 30 October 2014 
will have to be free from these substances. 
Cosmetic products are regulated at European level through 
Cosmetic Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009, to ensure consumer safety 
and the integrity of the internal market. Regardless of the 
manufacturing processes or the channels of distribution, cosmetic 
products placed on the EU market must be safe. The manufacturer 
is responsible for the safety of the products and must ensure that 
they undergo an expert scientific safety assessment before they are 
placed on the market. 

LINKS: Consumers' Safety - Cosmetics 
 

T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

 

 

Stay informed on what's going on in IMCO committee! 

The IMCO webpage provides you all the important information on what's going on in IMCO. 

LINKS: IMCO webpage     Newsletters webpage 
 

J O I N  T H E  " F R I E N D S  O F  I M C O "  N E T W O R K  
IMCO can be followed on twitter: @EP_Singlemarket IMCO's workplan and timetable is online: IMCO Publications 

If you wish to receive the IMCO newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "newsletter" in the 

subject's field to: imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Closure date of the current issue:  27 October 2014 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee and are provided for general information 

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The IMCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The IMCO Secretariat does not necessarily endorse 
the view expressed on these websites. 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2014.107.01.0005.01.ENG
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2014.107.01.0005.01.ENG
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/consumers_safety/cosmetics/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/newsletters.html#menuzone
https://twitter.com/EP_SingleMarket
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/publications.html
mailto:imco-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

