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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the ENVI 
Committee will be held in 
Brussels on 5-6 November 2014. 
During this busy meeting, 
Members will be addressing a 
wide-range of issues. The 
Committee is expected to 
adopt a report on the 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
and a motion for a resolution 

on the 2014 UN Climate Change Conference – COP 20, 
scheduled to take place in Lima, Peru, this December. 
Members will also decide on the opening of 
interinstitutional negotiations on proposals on medical 
devices and in vitro diagnostic medical devices.  

Additionally, the Committee will consider amendments to 
a draft report on novel foods as well as draft opinions on 
the prohibition of driftnet fisheries and on zootechnical 
and genealogical conditions for trade in and imports into 
the Union of breeding animals and their germinal 
products. 

Two exchanges of views will be held on timely topics. Ms 
Jakab, the WHO Regional Director for Europe, is invited 
to present the state of play of the Ebola crisis. In his 
capacity of Chair of the Steering Committee on the EU 
scientific programme of Expo Milano 2015, Mr Fischler, 
former Agriculture and Fisheries Commissioner will 
present the Committee's objectives and activities. The 
Expo will be centred on the theme "Feeding the Planet: 
Energy for Life". 

Finally, pollutant emissions will be high on the agenda as 
a European Parliament complementary impact 
assessment of the proposal on the reduction of national 
emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants will be 
presented to Members. A workshop on the 
establishment and operation of a market stability reserve 
for the EU greenhouse gas emission trading system will 
also be taking place during this ENVI meeting. 

Giovanni La Via 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

Consideration and adoption of draft recommendation 

The Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
entered into force in 1975 
and has now 178 Parties, 
including all EU Member 
States. The initial text of 
the Convention foresaw 

that CITES membership would be limited to States only.  

At the second extraordinary meeting of the CITES 
Conference of the Parties (1983), the “Gaborone 
amendment” to the Convention was agreed. It allows 
that regional economic integration organizations 
become parties to the CITES. This amendment entered 
into force on 29 November 2013, after its ratification by 
2/3 of the countries that were Parties at the time of 
adoption of the amendment. The EU has been to date an 
observer to CITES and the entry into force of the 
Gaborone amendment now allows the EU to become a 
Party to CITES.  

The proposal for the Council Decision aims at approving 
the accession of the EU to CITES.  

Rapporteur: Ayuso (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows:  Briano (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE),  
Javor (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD)  

 

 

2014 UN Climate Change Conference - COP 20 in Lima, Peru 
(1-12 December 2014) 

Adoption of motion for a resolution further to a question for oral answer 

 

 
From 1-12 December 2014, the 20th Conference of the 
Parties (COP20) to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) will be held in Lima, Peru.  

On 24 September 2014, the ENVI Committee adopted 
oral questions to the Council and Commission inquiring 
about the action being taken to ensure that the COP20 
Conference in Lima makes significant progress to set out 
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the main elements of the 2015 global climate agreement, 
to increase the level of global ambition between now 
and 2020 in order to stay within the "below 2°C" 
objective, and to scale up the mobilisation of climate 
finance in order to achieve the joint goal of USD 100 
billion per year by 2020.  

The accompanying resolution expands on the issues 
raised by the oral questions, in view of the debate on the 
COP 20 Conference scheduled for the November II part-
session. Once adopted by the Plenary, the resolution will 
serve as a mandate for the Parliament’s delegation to 
the Conference. 

120 amendments have been tabled to the draft 
resolution, including 17 amendments which make up the 
contribution from the ITRE Committee, to be voted 
earlier on the same day. The DEVE Committee voted their 
contribution on 3 November. 

Co-sponsors:  La Via (Chair) ,    
Florenz (EPP),  Leinen (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), 
Kyllönen (GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA),  Mazuronis  (EFDD) 

 

Medical devices and In vitro diagnostic medical devices  

Decisions on the opening of interinstitutional negotiations  

On 26 September 2012 
the Commission adopted 
two proposals for: 

- a regulation on In vitro 
diagnostic (IVD) medical 
devices which replaces 
the existing directive on 
IVDs  

- a new regulation, replacing the 2 existing directives on 
active implantable medical devices (AIMDD) and on 
medical devices (MDD).  

The aim was to address inconsistencies in Member 
States' interpretation of current rules by widening & 
clarifying the scope of the legislation; extending and 
aligning definitions to international practices; setting 
clear obligations on manufacturers, representatives & 
economic operators; strengthening requirements for but 
also powers of notified bodies; introducing risk 
classification for IVD based on that for medical devices 
and the associated conformity assessment procedure; 
requirements for clinical evidence proportionate to the 
risk class and separate requirements for interventional 
clinical performance studies; establishing an EU Portal 
for reporting serious incidents; clarification of market 
surveillance procedures; setting up of an expert 
committee responsible for the legislation's governance 
and supported by the Commission.  

On 25 September 2013, ENVI Members adopted all 
compromise/consolidated amendments that were 
negotiated for both proposals. The plenary votes that 

followed went through two stages. The first votes on 
amendments to both proposals passed on 22 October 
2013. As slow progress in the Council did not allow for the 
opening of negotiations, the final vote on the legislative 
resolution, which closed the Parliament's first reading 
position, took place on 2 April 2014. 

The ENVI Committee will now vote on entering into 
interinstitutional negotiations with the Council in view of 
early second reading agreements on both proposals. 

In vitro diagnostic medical devices 

Rapporteur:  Liese (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Borzan (S&D), Piecha (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Konečná (GUE), 
Auken(Greens/EFA) 
 

Medical devices 

Rapporteur: Willmott (S&D)   Procedure file  
Shadows:   McGuinness  (EPP), Piecha (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Konečná 
(GUE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA) 

 

Novel foods 

Consideration of amendments  (94-192), (193-296), (297-394), (395-486) 

The majority of the 
amendments cover the 
scope and the 
definition. Food from 
cloned animals and 
the integration of 
nanomaterial remains 
a difficult aspect.   

The general criteria for 
the Novel Food definition remain unchanged: novel 
foods are foods and food ingredients which were not 
consumed in the EU to a significant degree before the 
entry into force (15 May 1997) of the current Novel Food 
Regulation.   

On 14 January 2008, the Commission adopted a proposal 
for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on Novel Foods. The legislative discussions under 
the Ordinary legislative procedure mainly focused on the 
provisions applicable to nanomaterials, the cloning of 
animals for food production, traditional foods from third 
countries, the criteria to be examined for the risk 
assessment and risk management, and to the procedure 
for the authorisation of novel foods. The discussions 
reached a stalemate on a limited number of issues, in 
particular those linked to cloning of animals. The 
Conciliation Committee did not reach a final agreement 
at its last meeting on 28 March 2011 and the proposal was 
not adopted by the Union legislator 

The Rapporteur highlighted that the food sector is one of 
the most competitive and innovative on the Union’s 
internal market, thus it is only appropriate for legislation 
to reflect new realities. The three main areas of concern 
are the definition of a novel food, streamlining the 
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authorisation process, and robust data protection 
provisions. The Rapporteur also stressed what 
stakeholders need most is a process that is efficient, 
offers certainty and adequate protection for their 
products. The draft report consists of 93 amendments to 
the Commission’s proposals. 

The adoption in ENVI is foreseen for 24 November 2014. 

Rapporteur: Nicholson (ECR)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Poc (S&D), Paulsen (ALDE), Boylan (GUE),  Staes 

(Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 

 

Zootechnical and genealogical conditions for trade in and 
imports into the Union of breeding animals and their 
germinal products 

Consideration of draft opinion 

The breeding of 
domestic animals of 
the bovine, porcine, 
ovine, caprine and 
equine species, occupy 
an important place in 
Union agriculture. 
Member States have 

consistently endeavoured to promote, sometimes 
through public investment, the production of livestock of 
particular genetic characteristic that meets defined 
performance standards. Disparities between those 
standards have the potential to create technical barriers 
to trade in breeding animals and their germinal products 
and their imports into the Union. At present, EU 
zootechnical legislation consists of several basic acts 
and implementing measures.  

The proposed regulation provides in a single legal 
framework the principles relating to (1) the approval or 
recognition and listing of breeding organisations, 
breeders associations and private undertakings, (2) the 
registration and classification of animals in herd-books, 
flock-books, studbooks and, in the case of hybrid 
breeding pigs in registers, (3) performance testing and 
genetic evaluation, (4) the content and format of 
zootechnical certificates for breeding animals and their 
semen, ova and embryos. In addition, the proposal 
provides rules on imports from third countries of 
breeding animals, their semen, ova and embryos, and the 
designation of reference centres for breeding of animals. 

The Rapporteur believes that it is important to 
streamline the legislation in this area and therefore 
supports the general approach proposed by the 
Commission.  

He proposes, however, amendments aiming, inter alia, at 
clarifying the concepts of "breed" and "compromising 
preservation or genetic diversity", at supplementing 
articles 5 and 9 to take into account all the circumstances 
that might jeopardise a local breed which is established 

in Europe and at clarifying the role of ICAR (International 
Committee for animal recording) as the reference body 
with respect to zootechnical legislation in its areas of 
competence. 
 
Rapporteur: Dantin  (EPP)    Procedure file  
Shadows:  Fjellner (EPP), Melior (S&D), Piecha (ECR),   
Bearder (ALDE), Eck (GUE), Staes (Greens/EFA)  

 

Prohibition on driftnet fisheries 

Consideration of draft opinion 

Driftnet fishing entails 
significant amounts of 
incidental mortality 
of protected species. 
The current legislative 
framework in the EU 
prohibits the keeping 
on board or use for 
fishing of driftnets 
longer than 2,5 km, the keeping on board or use for 
fishing of all driftnets when intended for the capture of 
unauthorized species and the landing of unauthorized 
species which have been caught in driftnets. In the Baltic 
Sea, the Belts and the Sound, it is prohibited to keep on 
board or use for fishing any kind of driftnets.  

In order to address weaknesses in the current legislation, 
the Regulation proposed by the Commission provides for 
a total prohibition to catch any marine biological 
resource with driftnets and to keep any kind of driftnet 
on board of fishing vessels. It also introduces a revised 
and extended definition of driftnets in order to clarify 
the definition and to cover newly identified types of 
driftnets. 

The Rapporteur welcomes the Commission's intention to 
strengthen the protection of marine species but 
considers a total ban without any possibility for 
exceptions to be disproportionate, especially 
considering the lack of scientific data on artisanal driftnet 
fishing. In his draft opinion, which consists of 18 
amendments, he suggests allowing Member States to 
derogate from the total ban and to allow the 
continuation of certain current driftnet fishing activities 
for a certain period of time, while the Member States 
collect data on those activities. Beyond that period, the 
continuation of current driftnet fishing activities should 
only be permitted if authorised by the Commission. The 
Rapporteur also suggests a total ban on driftnets with 
large mesh sizes in the Mediterranean Sea ("ferrettara"). 

Rapporteur: Affronte (EFDD)   Procedure file  
Shadows:  Herranz García (EPP), Caputo (S&D),  Meissner (ALDE), 
Rodriguez-Rubio (GUE), Engström (Greens/EFA) 
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Exchange of views with Mr Franz Fischler, Chair of the 
Steering Committee on the EU scientific programme of 
EXPO 2015 

"Expo Milano 2015" is a 
Universal exposition 
scheduled to take place 
from 1 May to 31 
October 2015 in Milan. 

It will host over 160 participants, including the EU and of 
its Members States. It is expected to gather a large 
number of stakeholders and to welcome over 20 million 
visitors. 

The Theme of Expo Milano 2015 "Feeding the Planet: 
Energy for Life", is underpinned by the question: “Is it 
possible to ensure sufficient, good, healthy and 
sustainable food for all mankind?” This Expo is intended 
to be a "collaborative" Expo, providing a unique platform 
to deliberate on the global challenges linked to food and 
sustainability, which are at the crossroad of several EU 
policies. The EU will participate with the theme 
statement "Growing Europe's Future Together for a 
Better World". 

The timing of the Expo coincides with the target year of 
the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and 
the midpoint of the implementation of Europe 2020. It 
will also be the European Year of Development.   

The Steering Committee 

Set up as a joint initiative of the European Commission 
and the European Parliament, the "Steering Committee 
of the EU scientific programme for Expo 2015" is chaired 
by Franz Fischler, former Commissioner for Agriculture 
and Fisheries. It is composed of scientists from different 
Member States and its role is to provide scientific and 
analysis, promote the policy debate and contribute to 
the legacy of Expo 2015.  

These objectives translate in the following concrete 
deliverables: 

 a recommendation document to decision makers 
with main priorities for research, development & 
innovation in the areas where Europe can make a 
contribution; 

 guidance on the draft programme of EU events for 
Expo 2015; 

 organisation of complementary activities during Expo 
2015. 

A major Milestone will be the conference at the end of 
the Italian Presidency of the EU Council on 10 December 
2014 where the Steering Committee will present the 
recommendation document. 
 

 

 

Exchange of views with Ms Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO 
Regional Director for Europe, on the Ebola crisis 

The ENVI Committee 
will hold an exchange 
of views with Ms 
Zsuzsanna Jakab, on 
the Ebola crisis. 

There have been 10 141 
cases of Ebola virus 

disease (EVD) in eight affected countries (Guinea, 
Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, and 
the United States of America)  since the outbreak began, 
with 4922 deaths. Mali and the United States of America 
each recently reported their first confirmed case of EVD.   

Following the WHO Ebola Response Roadmap structure, 
country reports fall into two categories: 

 1) those with widespread and intense transmission 
(Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone); and 

 2) those with or that have had an initial case or cases, or 
with localized transmission (Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Spain, 
and the United States of America). 

Five countries (Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Spain, and the 
United States of America) have now reported a case or 
cases imported from a country with widespread and 
intense transmission. Following a successful response, 
the outbreaks of EVD in Senegal and Nigeria were 
declared over on 17 October and 19 October 2014, 
respectively.  

On 23 October, Mali reported its first confirmed case of 
EVD. At present, 43 contacts are being monitored; efforts 
to trace further contacts are on-going.  

In Spain, the single case tested negative for EVD on 19 
October. A second negative test was obtained on 21 
October. Spain will therefore be declared free of EVD 42 
days after the date of the second negative test if no new 
cases are reported. A total of 83 contacts are being 
monitored.  

There have now been four cases and one death in the 
United States of America. Of a total of 176 possible 
contacts linked with these cases, 109 are currently being 
monitored; 67 have completed 21-day follow-up. In Ohio, 
153 crew and passengers who shared a flight with an 
infected health-care worker (prior to the patient 
developing symptoms) are being followed-up, though 
they are considered low-risk and are not considered to be 
contacts. 

EU Dimension 

On 20 October, the Health Security Committee (HSC) 
held a meeting to follow up on the high level meeting of 
16 October. The Commission announced that it is 
following up the points made at the High Level Meeting, 

http://www.expo2015.org/en
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including the availability of information from the visa 
system and transport carriers. A mission is being 
organized to carry out an audit of exit screening in 
affected countries together with WHO. The Foreign 
Affairs Council meeting of 20 October issued conclusions 
on Ebola which refer to the High Level Meeting of 16 
October.   

On the 23 October the European Commission has 
announced €24.4 million from the EU budget for 
urgently needed Ebola research. The funding will go to 
five projects, ranging from a large-scale clinical trial of a 
potential vaccine, to testing existing and novel 
compounds to treat Ebola. The money from Horizon 
2020, the EU research and innovation programme, will be 
provided via a fast-track procedure in order to start work 
as soon as possible. The Commission is also working with 
industry on the further development of vaccines, drugs 
and diagnostics for Ebola and other haemorrhagic 
diseases within the Innovative Medicines Initiative. The 
Commission has also asked the European and 
Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) 
to include emerging epidemics of concern to Africa, 
including Ebola, in its work plan. This will allow EDCTP to 
fund clinical trials on drugs, vaccines and diagnostics in 
upcoming calls.  

 

Reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric 
pollutants 

Presentation of the EP complementary impact assessment 

The proposal for a 
revised National 
Emission Ceilings 
Directive (NECD) is 
part of the Clean Air 
Package announced 
by the Commission on 
18 December 2013. 

The proposed Directive replaces the current Union 
regime on the annual capping of national emissions of air 
pollutants, as currently defined in Directive 2001/81/EC. By 
doing so, it ensures that the national emission ceilings 
for Member States set by the Directive for 2010 onwards 
for SO2, NOx, NMVOC (non-methane volatile organic 
compounds) and NH3 (ammonia) apply until 2020 and 
establishes new national emission reduction 
commitments applicable from 2020 and 2030 for SO2, 
NOx, NMVOC, NH3, fine particulate matter (PM2,5) and 
methane (CH4). In addition, intermediate emission levels 
for the year 2025 are established. Subsequently, these 
emission levels need to be brought down to the 2030 
limits following a linear reduction trajectory. 

The complementary impact assessment, commissioned 
by the ENVI Committee, provides additional analysis on 
the interactions of the proposed air quality legislation 

and the 2030 framework for climate and energy policies 
as put forward by the Commission earlier this year.  

Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)       Procedure file  
Shadows: Gardini (EPP), Dance (S&D), Bearder (ALDE), Konečná (GUE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Establishment and operation of a market stability reserve 
for the Union greenhouse gas emission trading scheme  

Workshop 

A workshop will be 
held on the 

Commission 
proposal on the 
establishment and 
operation of a 
market stability 
reserve for the EU's 

emission trading system (ETS).  

The aim of the Commission proposal is to make 
structural changes to the ETS to address the surplus of 
emission allowances which has been building up in the 
system since 2009. The Commission proposes in 
particular the creation of a market stability reserve, 
would become operational from 2021.  

The workshop will be chaired by the ENVI Rapporteur Ivo 
Belet MEP and will feature presentations and exchanges 
of views among all interested parties - including 
representatives and experts from EU institutions and 
bodies, think tanks, industry, environment NGOs, and 
academia - in advance of the Committee debates and 
vote on the proposal.  

Rapporteur: Belet (EPP)     Procedure file  
Shadows:   Groote (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Kyllönen 
(GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD)  
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0443(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124952/SEB_DANCE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/ets_draft_agenda_/ets_draft_agenda_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28257/IVO_BELET_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0011(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Fluorinated gases (F-gases) are emitted into 
the atmosphere in relatively small quantities, 
but their effect on climate change is 
increasingly significant. F-gases are powerful 

greenhouse gases, with a warming effect thousands of 
times greater than CO2 in many cases. The EEA has 
published a new report showing production, use, import, 
export and destruction of these substances in 2013. More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Ebola has spread in different countries in West 
Africa on a scale never seen before. Does it 
constitute a major threat for Europe?  Read 

ECDC's latest risk assessment.  More  

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA has launched its REACH 2018 
webpages to support companies 
preparing early on for the last 
registration deadline of phase-in 

substances. More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

To speed up development of 
Ebola treatments, EMA 
encourages developers of 
treatments or vaccines against 
Ebola to apply for orphan 

designation so as to gain access to a range of incentives 
to stimulate development and facilitate placing on the 
market. More EMA will also start assessment of Ebola 
vaccines and treatments as soon as data are made 
available. A form of rolling review was established to 
allow experts to continuously assess incoming data and 
develop increasingly robust scientific opinions. More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

EFSA assesses risk of Ebola transmission 
through bushmeat. In a scientific report 
on the risk of transmission of Ebola virus 

via the food chain published on November 4, EFSA 
concludes that the potential for introduction and 
transmission of Ebola through bushmeat illegally 
imported into Europe from Western and Central Africa is 
low. In a second report, EFSA will look at the risk posed 
by animal species that may host the virus and at the 
factors driving the risk of disease transmission to 
humans. More 
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