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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the ENVI 
Committee will be taking place 
in Brussels on 10-11 November 
2014. During this meeting, the 
Committee is expected to vote 
on a recommendation for 
second reading on the 
possibility for the Member 
States to restrict or prohibit 
the cultivation of GMOs in their 
territory. Members will also 

hold an exchange of views on a proposal on the 
reduction of pollutant emissions from road vehicles, 
amending the current requirements for light passenger, 
commercial and heavy-duty vehicles and examine an 
objection to a comitology measure on calculation 
methods and reporting requirements under the Fuel 
Quality Directive. 

Mr Miguel Arias Cañete, the new Commissioner for 
Climate Action and Energy, will also appear before the 
ENVI Committee for a discussion on current and future 
climate policy. 

 In addition, a substantial part of the meeting will be 
dedicated to the presentation of the responsibilities and 
activities of the five agencies under ENVI competence, so 
as to foster cooperation between the agencies and ENVI 
Members from the outset of this new legislature. 

 the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 the European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

 the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

 the European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Finally, Members will hear a presentation by Commission 
representatives on the work and mission of the Food and 
Veterinary Office (FVO). 

 

Giovanni La Via 

 

 

 

 

MEETING PREVIEW 

Possibility for the Member States to restrict or prohibit 
the cultivation of GMOs in their territory 

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading 

The Commission made 
its proposal back in 
July 2010. On 5 July 
2011, the EP adopted 
its 1st Reading 
position, which was 
supported by a broad 
majority of MEPs (548 
votes in favour, 84 against and 31 abstentions). Major 
elements of the EP-position are, in particular, the 
possibility of restricting/banning the cultivation of GMOs 
based on a significantly broadened list of reasons in 
comparison to the EC proposal meaning that the 
restriction/prohibition of GM-cultivation could i.a. be 
based on environmental grounds. According to the EP, a 
national/regional restriction/ban must be subject to a 
prior independent cost-benefit analysis and a public 
consultation. In addition, Member States shall 1) make 
publicly available any such measure at least 6 months 
before the start of the growing season; 2) adopt those 
measures for a maximum of 5 years and 3) review them 
when the GMO authorisation is renewed.  The EP also 
calls on Member States to establish a general mandatory 
system of financial liability. As to the legal basis, the EP is 
in favour of Art. 192(1) TFEU (Environment) instead of 
Art. 114 TFEU (Internal Market).   

On 12 June 2014, a political agreement was reached in 
the Council, including an important new element: the so-
called "phase I". During the authorisation procedure of a 
specific GMO, Member States wishing to ban cultivation 
of that GMO on all or parts of their territory can request a 
company to modify the geographical scope of its 
application for Union authorisation. In case the company 
agrees, the scope of the authorisation is adapted 
accordingly. If not, the Member State still has the 
possibility to adopt measures banning the cultivation of 
that GMO on its territory, but has to base these measures 
on "compelling grounds", such as environmental policy 
objectives distinct from the elements assessed under the 
GMO authorisation procedure ("phase II").  

In her draft recommendation, the Rapporteur re-tables 
many of the amendments adopted in 1st Reading. In 
particular, she reiterates Parliament's call for a change of 
legal basis, the possibility of Member States to base their 
measures on environmental grounds and an obligation 
of Member States to take co-existence measures. In 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+ENVI-OJ-20141110-1+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+ENVI-OJ-20141110-1+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1035/1035169/1035169en.pdf
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addition, the Rapporteur proposes to re-focus on "phase 
II" which was at the core of EP's position in 1st Reading. 
According to the draft recommendation, Member States 
should thus always (and without having made use of 
"phase I") be able to ban the cultivation of GMOs on 
their territory once authorised, provided they can justify 
such ban on grounds of environmental impacts, socio-
economic impacts or other legitimate factors. 

In ENVI, 314 amendments, including 33 by the 
Rapporteur, were tabled. They relate, in particular, to the 
list of grounds, phase I and co-existence. A set of 7 
compromise amendments (supported by all groups 
except for the ECR) has been elaborated. They cover, in 
particular, co-existence, improvement of the risk 
assessment as well as phase I and II. 

The ENVI Committee will now vote on a draft 
recommendation in view of reaching a 2nd Reading 
agreement before December. 

 

Rapporteur: Ries (ALDE)      Procedure file 
Shadows: Kostinger (EPP), Pargneaux (S&D),  Girling (ECR),     Boylan (GUE), 
Staes (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 

 
 

Exchange of views on the reduction of pollutant emissions 
from road vehicles 

On 31 January 2014 
the Commission 
adopted a proposal 
for a Regulation on 
the reduction of 
pollutant emissions 
from road vehicles, 
amending the 
current requirements 

for light passenger, commercial and heavy-duty vehicles 
contained in amending Regulations (EC) 715/2007 and 
(EC) 595/2009. The proposal focuses on areas where 
market and regulatory failures hinder addressing the 
overarching challenges within the context of the EU's air 
quality and the Better Regulation Agenda. 

In particular, the proposal aims 

- to extend from 2840 kg to 5000 kg the possibility for 
vehicles to fall within the scope of Regulation 715/2007 
('Euro 5' and 'Euro 6'  standards which cover light 
passenger and commercial vehicles); 

- to empower the Commission to include methane in the 
calculation of CO2 emissions, in accordance with Article 
14(1) of Regulation 715/2007; 

- to increase or to remove the Total Hydrocarbons (THC) 
emission limit for positive ignition vehicles in order to 
facilitate the introduction of natural gas vehicles to the 
market;  

- to introduce an appropriate emission limit for nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2), as most air quality problems in affected 
urban areas appear to be related to direct NO2 
emissions; 

- to modify tailpipe emission limits (including NO2) after 
a cold start at low temperature as current emission 
limits, carried over from Euro 3 requirements set out in 
Directive 98/69/EC, appear to be outdated in the light 
of existing vehicle technology and air quality needs; 

- to remove the ammonia (NH3) emission limit for 
positive ignition engines, as the limit set in Regulation 
(EC) No 595/2009 on type approval for heavy duty 
vehicles ('Euro VI') is a requirement designed to limit 
the slip of ammonia from after treatment technologies 
used to reduce nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions and 
which, according to the proposal, do not apply for 
positive ignition engines; 

- to adapt old comitology procedures to the post-Lisbon 
delegated and implementing acts, in accordance with 
Articles 290 and 291 TFEU.  

Discussions in the Council are at an early stage and there 
will be no negotiations under the current Presidency. The 
Parliament timetable has yet to be established and the 
ENVI committee awaits opinions from IMCO and TRAN 
while ITRE decided not to draw up an opinion.  

 

Rapporteur: Dess (PPE)   Procedure file 
Shadows: Dalli (S&D), Dohrmann (ECR), Torvalds (ALDE), Teresa Rodriguez-
Rubio (GUE), Taylor (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 
Commission proposal 

 
 

Objection to a comitology measure on the Fuel Quality 
Directive  

Presentation by the Commission of the proposal for a Council Directive  

 
The Chairman received 
two objections to the 
draft Council Directive 
laying down 
calculation methods 
and reporting 
requirements 
pursuant to Directive 
98/70/EC relating to 
the quality of petrol and diesel fuels.  
 
Article 7a(5) of the Fuel Quality Directive empowers the 
Commission to adopt implementing measures 
concerning the mechanism to monitor and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. In particular, the Commission 
has considered:  
-  a method for calculating greenhouse gas emissions of 
fuels and other energy from non-biological sources;  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4253/FREDERIQUE_RIES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2010/0208(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96882/ELISABETH_KOSTINGER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ohttp:/www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96948/GILLES_PARGNEAUX_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984/LYNN_BOYLAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28228.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0012(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124970.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124878/JORN_DOHRMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268/NILS_TORVALDS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125033/TERESA_RODRIGUEZ-RUBIO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125033/TERESA_RODRIGUEZ-RUBIO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/102931/KEITH_TAYLOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/com/com_com(2014)0028_/com_com(2014)0028_en.pdf
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- a method for calculating the baseline fossil fuel 
greenhouse gas intensity to be used as a reference for 
measuring compliance with the target;  
- calculation and verification of the greenhouse gas 
intensity of electric energy used in electric vehicles;  
-  any rules necessary to give effect to the requirement 
that two or more suppliers from one or more Member 
States are allowed to report their greenhouse gas 
intensity jointly;  
- any other measures necessary for the implementation 
of Article 7a.  
 
The draft Directive addresses all five elements outlined 
above. The objectors, Bas Eickhout MEP and Gerben-Jan 
Gerbrandy MEP, oppose the draft measure on the 
grounds that it is not compatible with the aim and 
content of the basic instrument due to the methodology 
proposed in the measure being inappropriate for an 
accurate estimation and reporting of the volume, type, 
origin and life cycle greenhouse gas emissions of fuels 
supplied as required by Article 7a of Directive 98/70/EC, 
or for ensuring compliance with the target set out in that 
Article. Furthermore, the methodology does not allow 
for differentiation between the greenhouse gas intensity 
of different feedstocks or for the reporting of actual 
emissions. 
 
In this particular case, as the Standing Committee failed 
to reach the qualified majority on 23/2/2012 necessary to 
deliver an opinion and therefore, in accordance with 
Article 5a(4) of the Comitology Decision (Decision 
1999/469/EC as amended), the Commission has 
transmitted to the Council a proposal for a Council 
Directive, which has also been forwarded to Parliament 
at the same time. The Parliament has four months from 
the date of transmission to the Council to express any 
opposition ending on 6 February 2015. 

The Commission will present to ENVI Members its 
proposal for a Council Directive notified to Council and 
Parliament on 6 October 2014.  

The ENVI committee will hold exchanges of views and 
vote on the Motion for Resolution objecting to the 
measure in its meeting on 3 December 2014.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exchange of views with Miguel Arias Cañete, 
Commissioner for Climate Action and Energy, on current 
and future climate policy 

 

The Commissioner has been invited to 
the Committee for an exchange of 
views on important current and 
forthcoming initiatives in the area of 
climate policy. Legislative proposals 
in the field of climate policy currently 
under consideration in the ENVI 
Committee include the Emissions 
trading system (ETS) - market stability 

reserve; Indirect land-use change (ILUC); Monitoring, 
verification and reporting of CO2 emissions from 
maritime transport; and the conclusion of the Doha 
amendment to the Kyoto Protocol. 

Discussions will focus in addition on the conclusions of 
the European Council of 23 October 2014 on the 2030 
climate and energy policy framework.  The European 
Council endorsed a binding EU target of at least a 40% 
domestic reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 
compared to 1990 levels. They also agreed to submit the 
EU's contribution to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) by the first 
quarter of 2015, in view of concluding a global climate 
agreement at the Paris Summit in December 2015.  

On 28 October 2014, the Council also adopted its 
conclusions on preparations for the latest round of 
international climate negotiations which will take place 
at COP 20 in Lima in December 2014. In those conclusions 
it reiterates its determination to work towards a 
balanced package of decisions in Lima including a 
decision on upfront information requirements and a 
process for the communication and subsequent 
consideration and analysis of intended nationally 
determined contributions; agreement on the key 
elements of a draft negotiating text for the 2015 
agreement and closing as quickly as possible the gap in 
the pre-2020 level of mitigation ambition.  
 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE AGENCIES 

 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

The EEA provides independent, 
reliable and comparable 
environmental information on the 
state and trends of the European 
environment for those involved in 
developing, adopting, implementing 
and evaluating environmental policy, 

and also the general public. It carries this out in close 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
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cooperation with national environmental bodies, in its 
European Environmental Observation and information 
Network – EIONET. 

The EEA’s knowledge base covers a wide range of 
environmental topics, including air quality, biodiversity, 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, sustainable 
consumption and production, water, land use, green 
economy, waste, chemicals, environment and health, and 
energy. 

For example, a recent EEA report found that despite 
significant improvements in Europe’s air quality in recent 
decades, more than 90% of people in our cities still 
breathe air containing pollutants in concentrations above 
WHO guidelines. 

The EEA’s reporting on the state and trends of the 
environment feeds into and supports the EU policy 
process, enabling new proposals to be based on the best 
available information. 

Recent examples are the 7th Environment Action 
Programme and the Clean Air Policy Package which was 
underpinned throughout by data and assessments 
provided by the agency. 

To subscribe to EEA news, reports and alerts, click here.  

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

The ECDC strengthens Europe’s 
defences against infectious diseases. 
The Centre gathers analyses and 
disseminates data on over 50 
communicable diseases and 
conditions. As Europe’s public health 

agency, ECDC puts science in the hands of decision-
makers: one of the Centre’s most important tasks is to 
offer scientific advice and guidance to the Member 
States. 

ECDC supports the EU’s Early Warning and Response 
System on public health threats 365 days a year, 
summarising the main findings in its weekly online 
bulletin. 

ECDC also provides extensive training and preparedness 
activities to Member States and, when called on, offers 
hands-on technical support to the European Commission 
and Member States. 

An example of an important health EU-wide initiative 
coordinated by ECDC is European Antibiotic Awareness 
Day (EAAD). It aims to provide a platform and support 
for national campaigns about prudent antibiotic use. 
Since 2008, the number of European countries 
participating in EAAD has increased from year to year 

with 45 countries in 2013 organising national EAAD 
events and campaigns during the week of 18 November. 

To subscribe to ECDC's latest publications, click here.  
 
Follow weekly epidemiological updates on Ebola 
outbreak here. 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA works on the safe use of 
chemicals. It implements the EU’s 
ground-breaking chemicals legislation 
for the benefit of human health and 

the environment while supporting innovation and 
competitiveness. It helps companies comply with the 
legislation; advances the safe use of chemicals; provides 
information on chemicals; and addresses chemicals of 
concern. 
 
Thousands of chemical substances have already been 
registered, making ECHA’s website the biggest 
regulatory source of information on chemicals in the 
world. 
 
ECHA maintains a list of substances of very high concern 
- for example chemicals which cause cancer and can 
affect human reproduction. As a next step, these 
substances may require prior authorisation before they 
can be used and will ultimately be removed from the 
market. This provides a strong incentive for companies 
to find safer alternatives for dangerous chemicals, 
thereby protecting human life and the environment. 
 
To subscribe to ECHA's newsletters, click here.  
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

Working 
together 

with 
national medicines' agencies and the European 
Commission, EMA has a unique role for key public health 
challenges such as AIDS, cancer, disorders like 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Diseases, and diabetes. It 
also contributes significantly to the development of 
medicines for children, rare diseases, advanced 
therapies, and herbal and veterinary medicines. 

EMA fosters scientific excellence in the evaluation and 
supervision of medicines for human and animal use. It 
does this by bringing together expertise from national 
medicines agencies, hospitals and academia. Increasingly 
patients and healthcare professionals are included in the 
agency’s work. 

The agency dealt with over 1 million adverse drug 
reports from healthcare professionals and patients in 

http://eea-subscriptions.eu/subscribe
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://surveys.publications.europa.eu/formserver/ecdc/subscription.html
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/ebola_marburg_fevers/Pages/ebola-outbreak-west-africa.aspx
http://echa.europa.eu/
http://echa.europa.eu/subscribe
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
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2013. It also recommended 81 medicines for 
authorisation in 2013, of which 16 were for cancer 
treatments. Other important recommendations included 
new medicines for AIDS, multidrug-resistant 
tuberculosis, hepatitis C and smallpox. 

New veterinary medicines included recommendations for 
vaccines against foot-and-mouth diseases and the West 
Nile virus. 

EMA also cooperates closely with other EU agencies on a 
range of scientific matters. In addition, together with the 
Commission, it maintains operational links with 
international partners on medicine-related issues. 
 
To subscribe to EMA's  RSS feeds, click here. 
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

 

EFSA is committed to ensuring food 
safety in Europe. It provides objective 

and independent scientific advice, and clear 
communication on existing and emerging risks to food 
and feed safety, grounded in the most up-to-date 
scientific information and knowledge. It provides a sound 
foundation for European policies and legislation, and 
supports EU bodies and Member States in taking 
effective and timely risk management decisions. 
 
EFSA is committed to openness and transparency in all 
its work. It was created to ensure a high level of 
consumer protection, and to restore and maintain 
confidence in the EU food supply following a series of 
food crises in the late 1990s. EFSA’s remit spans the 
entire food chain from farm to fork. It also considers the 
possible impact on biodiversity, and it performs 
environmental risk assessments of genetically modified 
crops, pesticides, feed additives and plant pests.  
 
EFSA’s advice underpins the European food safety 
system. Thanks to this system, European consumers are 
among the best protected and informed in the world 
regarding risks in the food chain. For example, EFSA’s 
important contribution to joint EU measures helped 
reduce human cases of Salmonella by almost one-half 
from 2004 to 2009. It provided scientific advice on the 
impact of setting reduction targets for Salmonella in 
poultry and analysed the EU’s progress in meeting the 
targets. 
 
To subscribe to EFSA's news and alerts, click below: 
- RSS Feeds 
- Newsletters 
- E-mail alerts 

 

 

Presentation of the Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) 

 
As a directorate of the Commission's DG SANCO, FVO 
performs general audits of Member States’ national 
control systems. This new duty for the FVO is set out in 
the EU Regulation on Official Food and Feed Controls. 
The mission of the FVO is, through its audits, inspections 
and related activities, to: 
 
• check on compliance with the requirements of EU food 
safety and quality, animal health and welfare and plant 
health legislation within the European Union and on 
compliance with EU import requirements in third 
countries exporting to the EU; 
• contribute to the development of European 
Community policy in the food safety, animal health and 
welfare and plant health sectors; 
• contribute to the development and implementation of 
effective control systems in the food safety, animal 
health and welfare and plant health sectors; 
• inform stakeholders of the outcome of its audits and 
inspections 
 
The FVO carries out inspections in Member States and in 
third countries exporting to the EU. Each year the FVO 
develops an inspection programme, identifying priority 

areas and countries for inspection. 

 
The findings of each inspection are set out in an 
inspection report, together with conclusions and 
recommendations how to deal with any shortcomings 
revealed during the inspections. The competent 
authority is requested to present an action plan to the 
FVO on how it intends to address any shortcomings. 
Together with other Commission services, the FVO 
evaluates this action plan and monitors its 
implementation through a number of follow-up 
activities.  
 
Where appropriate, it may highlight areas where the 
Commission may need to consider clarifying or 
amending legislation or areas where new legislation 
might be required.  
 
In addition, the FVO produces other reports, such as 
general overview reports that summarise the results of a 
series of inspections to a number of Member States on 
the same subject or the annual EU-wide pesticide 
residues monitoring reports.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/rss_feed.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058007c0e8
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/rss_feed.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058007c0e8
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/alerts.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
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