
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In exactly 177 days, EXPO Milano 2015 will open. It will offer Europe the

unique opportunity to focus on one of the world’s biggest challenges of our

common future: How to ensure safe, sufficient and nutritious food for all

mankind in a sustainable manner? I am speaking here as chair of the Steering

Committee which has been launched in March, together with the European

Parliament comprising 11 high-level experts from all over Europe and beyond,

in order to give guidance on the set-up of the EU scientific programme for

Expo 2015.

Our goal is to contribute to the legacy of Expo 2015 by fostering a policy

debate and developing a scientific programme on Global Food Security. Expo

is indeed an opportunity for debate, but even more for new research

initiatives. Therefore, its impact has to go beyond the 6 months period of the

event.

147 countries, numerous international organizations, including the UN Rome-

based agencies, will be participating in this Universal Exposition and it is in

the interest of the European Union to use this platform to establish its role as

a key player in the global food security debate. The theme of Expo, 'Feeding

the Planet, Energy for life' is at the crossroads of several EU policies, from

agriculture to development, from food safety to environment, from industry to

research and innovation. The European Union must take this unique

opportunity and make a lasting contribution to the global debate on food

security and sustainability. Therefore it will be of paramount importance not

only to show the excellence of the European food sector in Milan and to

demonstrate Europe´s leadership in the food security research area, but also

to work towards fruitful collaboration with all the stakeholders and to invite the

international scientific community to engage fully in the dialogue.

One point became clear from the very beginning of the EU's participation in

Expo 2015: research and innovation is central to addressing the pressures on

the global food system and to feeding a growing and more animal protein

demanding population without exhausting our limited natural resources in the



coming decades. We must also address the shortcomings that currently exist

within agricultural production.

However, constraints posed by climate change, water scarcity and soil and

land consumption for non agricultural purposes make this process difficult. A

good knowledge and innovation base within the EU can unlock potential and

allow higher yields, greater resilience, and more efficient land use in a

sustainable manner. Moreover, scientific evidence is increasingly becoming a

strong base for political decision-making and enables policy makers to

develop effective food policies and programmes. For all these reasons, the

role of the Scientific Steering Committee is to ensure that the European Union

takes a very pro-active role in Expo 2015, gets its ideas across and

contributes to the international debate.

When I was approached by the EU Commissioner General for Expo 2015, Mr.

David Wilkinson, to chair the Steering Committee, I accepted this challenge

with pleasure. Indeed, I am convinced that beyond Expo 2015 itself, the

Scientific Steering Committee will provide the EU with a set of research and

innovation strategies to address the global challenge of "feeding the planet".

Over the last months, the Steering Committee has developed a discussion

document containing the future priorities for research, development &

innovation in the food sector. This document particularly aims to identify those

areas where European research can add the most value. It will be the base

for discussion with stakeholders and the general public. During Expo 2015

itself, we will make sure that all aspects of global food security are covered

through attractive events and that there will be plenty of room for discussions,

consultation and exchange of practical experience. In this way we will

ultimately contribute to the EU’s legacy from Expo 2015.

But allow me to elaborate shortly what we recommend. To address the

challenges of global food security, the Steering Committee members have

foreseen the need for new knowledge in the following 7 areas:

a. Improving public health through nutrition: how can we eat healthily and

sustainably



b. Reducing waste: making the food chain more efficient

c. Increasing food safety and quality

d. Managing food in an increasingly globalised food system

e. Increasing equity in the food system

f. Managing the land for all ecosystem servies sustainable rural

development

g. Increasing agricultural outputs sustainably: sustainable intensification

Many of these issues are inherently interdisciplinary, multi-sectorial and

culturally-entrenched. The EU therefore has the capacity to play a major role

in addressing these cross-cutting issues through the alignment of research, by

showing international leadership in putting research into innovation and

practice and by stimulating interdisciplinary approaches.

But this might not be enough to solve this difficult equation. We must also

consider the impact of the choices that every individual makes on global food

security. Therefore, it is of utmost importance to also promote a better

understanding of the food system and the respect for food through education

and communication so that people understand better the global impact of their

individual choices, and change their habits accordingly.

Ladies and Gentlemen, "Feeding the planet" is a vast and complex issue and

we must study and anticipate better the implications. We, as the European

Union, should make the most of the six months we have during Expo 2015,

when the world's attention will be focused on us, to make significant and

tangible advances in international collaboration towards global food security.

Thank you very much.


