
 

 

Re: Summary of the GESAC contribution to the Hearing organised by JURI and CULT 

Committees on 11.11.2014 

 

Creators are at the heart of the cultural and creative industry, which is one of the few 

consistently growing sectors in Europe with high job creation. Copyright/author’s right is a 

vital aspect of a healthy ecosystem for creators. By providing an incentive to create – author’s 

right is the author’s pay – the copyright system provides the basis for the competitiveness and 

innovation of the sector, ensuring the necessary cultural diversity to drive the EU’s economy. 

Moreover, creators and their works nourish the digital economy, as creative works create the 

broadest demand on digital networks. 

 

For a sustainable growth of cultural and creative industries in the digital economy and to 

ensure creators’ adequate remuneration in digital environment, there is a need to: 

 

1) Secure a strong framework for author’s rights to allow for cultural diversity 

2) Maintain existing and promote new sources of copyright revenue for creators, in 

particular from private copying 

3) Re-balance the transfer of value in digital economy 

 

My presentation of today will mainly focus on the first point and give only the outlines of the 

other two. More information can be found at www.authorsocieties.eu  

 

The EU online market for cultural and creative works is becoming mature, in particular in the 

music field, where a plethora of services are now offering creative woks available everywhere 

in Europe anytime. This has been possible thanks, in particular, to cross-border licences 

offered by authors’ societies that allow for the use of large repertoires across the EU and 

worldwide. Authors’ societies help strike the vital balance between ease of rights’ clearance 

for online content services, wider access to diverse creative works for consumers and 

adequate remuneration for creators. The newly adopted Collective Rights Management 

Directive that entered into force in 2014 has created a legal framework to facilitate aggregated 

online cross-border licences and fixed high level standards for transparency and efficiency of 

the system. As noted by the CRM Directive, authors’ societies are instrumental in promotion 

of cultural diversity and ensuring equal access to market. 

 

To respond to the changing needs of the market and the society, collective management of 

voluntarily aggregated repertoires can provide the relevant and convenient solutions with 

legal certainty for users and by remunerating creators. Therefore, further enlargement of or 

additional new exceptions and limitations could have far reaching negative consequences on 

the sustainability of the cultural and creative ecosystem, which requires a secure legal 

framework for further investment in innovation and creation. 

http://www.authorsocieties.eu/

