


unique. In the 
absence of a functioning 

courts system, appropriate mechanisms 
for transitional justice should be set 
up, with a comprehensive approach 
in the international support for the 
normalisation process. 

Private sector development 
strategy, including 
innovation, for sustainable 
development 

The private sector is a key driver 
of economic growth, job creation, 
delivery of goods and services, trade 
and innovation. Given that it is also an 
important source of external finance 
and mobiliser of domestic resources, 
the Assembly will consider the need to 
strengthen institutions and governance 
to promote participation in the formal 
economy. Intra-ACP cooperation 
for private sector 

development in 
ACP countries and 
the Investment 
Facility of the 
E u r o p e a n 

Investment Bank are 
important in this regard. 

The social 
and economic 
consequences of 
malnutrition in ACP 
countries

Adequate nutrition is a key 
factor to live an active and 
healthy life. In spite of its 
importance as a determinant 
of health and development, 
malnutrition is still a neglected 
area and too little has been done to 
address its causes and serious social 
and economic implications. The 
World Health Organisation considers 
that poor nutrition is the single 
most important threat to the world’s 
health. The Assembly will adopt 
recommendations for action by both 
EU and ACP authorities in order to 
combat this huge problem.

Virunga National Park 

has been a UNESCO heritage site since 
1979 - recently its gamekeepers have 
come under violent attack and the oil 
reserves contained there are being 
sought by unscrupulous commercial 
interests. The debate will highlight 
these growing problems.

Other topics

The Assembly will debate the escalating 
social and economic crisis in West Africa 
caused by the Ebola outbreak and 
will also tackle the massive problem 
of terrorism in Africa. There will be an 
exchange of views on the subject of 
the specific challenges and needs of 
Small Island Developing States. 

Finally I would 
like to welcome all the new members 

of the EP Delegation to the ACP-EU 
JPA following the European elections 
before the summer - there has been 
a high turn-over in membership and 
I hope that this new blood will bring 
fresh dynamism and inspiration to 
the important work of our Assembly. 
The next edition of the newsletter 
will provide detailed coverage of this 
important event.

For more information  
go to the ACP-EU website

http: //www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/  

The EU has a special partnership with the ACP countries 
due to historic ties between them and many EU member 
states.  
This partnership is laid down in the Cotonou agreement.   
It is vital that this partnership has a parliamentary 
dimension, allowing for the scrutiny of the governmental 
and executive dimension.  

Therefore parliamentary representatives of the 78 ACP 
countries and 78 Members of the European Parliament 
meet twice a year in Joint Parliamentary Assembly, once 
in the EU country holding the EU Council presidency and 
once in a country determined by the ACP. Apart from the 
full plenary sessions there are regular committee and 
Bureau (presidium) meetings.
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If you wish to subscribe to this newsletter,  
please send an email to acp@europarl.europa.eu
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