
 

Cost of non-Europe 
 

 
Cost of Non-Europe Reports identify the possibilities for economic or other gains and/or the 
realisation of a ‘public good’ through common action at EU level in specific policy areas and 
sectors. This Cost of Non-Europe Report seeks to analyse the costs for citizens, businesses 
and relevant stake-holders of remaining gaps and barriers in the European Single Market, 
building on and updating the 1988 Cecchini Report, which quantified its potential benefits. 
 
It is well known that the Single Market has contributed significantly to economic growth and 
consumer welfare in the European Union. It has not however achieved its full potential and 
economic gains could be secured by better and more effective application of existing 
legislation and a deepening of the Single Market 
 
 
The Cost of Non-Europe in the Single Market (Cecchini revisited) 
 
This Cost of Non-Europe report seeks to quantify the costs arising from the lack of full 
integration and analyses the benefits foregone for citizens, businesses and Member States. 
The report considers the economic cost of market fragmentation and of the gaps and 
deficits in the free movement of goods, of services, public procurement, the digital economy 
and the body of consumer law known as the consumer acquis. The report estimates that 
completing the Single Market in these fields would entail economic gains ranging from 651 
billion to 1.1 trillion euro per year, equivalent to a range of 5 % to 8.63% of EU GDP. 
 
 
The Cost of Non-Europe in the Single Market. Part II - Single Market for Services 

This particular study - the second in a series - attempts to take stock of the remaining gaps 
or deficits in intra-EU market access obligations in services, and the related deficits in the 
proper functioning of the internal market for services. It also tries to identify the 
quantitative and qualitative economic gains of overcoming the costs of non-Europe of the 
remaining fragmentation, insofar as the EU can address such deficits.  

 
The Cost of Non-Europe in the Single Market. Part III - Digital Single Market 
 
This particular study - the third in a series - analyses the gaps in the European digital single 
market legislation which prevent attaining the benefits of a fully functioning e-commerce 
single market. It provides a qualitative appreciation of the existing legislation, identifying 
gaps where further legislative action at European level could be beneficial and quantifying 
the direct costs of failure to legislate and the potential broader economic impact of closing 
the gaps.  
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/510981/EPRS_STU(2014)510981_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/510981/EPRS_STU(2014)510981_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536354/EPRS_STU(2014)536354_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536354/EPRS_STU(2014)536354_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536356/EPRS_STU(2014)536356_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536356/EPRS_STU(2014)536356_REV1_EN.pdf


The Cost of Non-Europe in the Single Market. Part IV - Public Procurement and Concessions 
 
One of the key benefits of the Single Market was expected to arise in the context of public 
procurement. This particular study - the fourth in a series - updates the analysis presented 
in the Cecchini Report, estimates the value of savings to the public purse that have been 
achieved to date through European legislation on public procurement, and discusses the 
extent to which future savings might be achieved (in particular following approval of the 
proposals for new public procurement directives in January 2014). 
 
 
 
The Cost of Non-Europe in the Single Market. Part V - Consumer Acquis 
 
This particular study - the fifth in a series - analyses the gaps in European consumer 
legislation. It provides a qualitative appreciation of the existing legislation, identifying areas 
where further EU legislative action could be beneficial, and provides tentative estimates of 
the costs of failure to legislate. It is not intended as comprehensive quantification, but 
rather as a ‘snap shot’ of some benefits which could be attained through completion of the 
consumer acquis. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536355/EPRS_STU(2014)536355_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536355/EPRS_STU(2014)536355_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536357/EPRS_STU(2014)536357_REV1_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536357/EPRS_STU(2014)536357_REV1_EN.pdf

